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' DEATH OF GEORGE THE SECOND. 
BOOK II. 
CHAPTER VI. 
$ L The Ruſſians take Oczatow. F Il. Death of Gafton de 
Medicic, Duke of Tuſcany. 6 III. Death of Caroline, 


Queen conſort of England. & IV. Diſpute in parliament 
about the landing army. & V. Spaniſh depredations. & VI. 


|  Motives of the miniſter for avoiding a war. VII. Ad- _ 


d areſs to the King on the ſubject of the depredations. & VIII. 
Bill for ſecuring the trade of his Majeſty's ſubjects in Ame- 
rica. SIX. Debates in the Houſe of Lords. $ X. Birth 
of Prince George. Admiral Haddock ſails with a ſquadron 
to the Mediterranean. g XI. Progreſs of the war againſt 
the Turks. & XII. Diſpute and rupture between Hano- 
ver and Denmark. I XIII. Sir Robert Walpole extols 
? he convention in the Houſe of Commons. & XIV. Motion 
for an addreſs, that the repreſentations, letters, &c. re- 
lating to the Spaniſh depredations ſhould be laid before the 
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of the chief members in the oþpoſi tion. XIX. Debate in 


the Houſe of Lords upon an addreſs to his Majefly touching 


the convention. XX. Meſſage from the throne touching 


a ſubſidy to Denmark, and a power to augment the forces 
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The King of Spain publiſhes a manifeſſo. & XXIII. The 


Emperor and Carina conclude a peace with the Turks. 
$XXIV. Preparations for war in England. $XXV. 
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Weſt-Indies. $XXXI. Death of the Emperor and Czarina. 
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the Houſe of Lords, $XXXVIIL t of the Allen 
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Book JI. 
II. Poland, to compromiſe the differences between 
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the un and the Grand- Signor: but this proving in- 


effectual, the Emperor declared war againſt the Turks, 


and demanded aſſiſtance from the diet of the empire. He 


concerted the operations of the campaign with the Empreſs 


of Muſcovy. It was agreed, that the Imperialiſts, under 
Count Seckendorf, ſhould attack Widin in Servia, while 
the Ruſſians, commanded by Count de Munich, ſnould 

penetrate to the Ukraine, and beſiege Oczakow, on the 


Boriſthenes. They accordingly advanced againſt this 
place, which was garriſoned by twenty thouſand men; 


and on the de of the Boriſthenes detended by eighteen 


gallics 
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gallies. The Muſcoyites carried on their approaches CHAP, 


with ſuch impetuoſity and perſeverance, that the Turks 
were terrified at their valour, and in a few days capitulated. 
Among thoſe who ſignaliſed themſelves by uncommon 


marks of proweſs in theſe attacks, was General Keith, 
now field-marſhal in the Pruſhan ſervice, who was dan. 
gerouſly wounded on this occaſion. Mean while Count 


Seckendorf, finding it impoſſible to reduce Widin without 


a a ſquadron of ſhips on the Danube, turned his arms againſt 
Niſſa, which was ſurrendered to him on the eight-and- 


twenticth day of July : but this was the fartheſt verge of 
his good fortune. 'The Turks attacked the poſts which 
the Imperialiſts occupied along the Danube. 'They took 


the fort of Padudil, burned the town of Ilas in Walachia, 
and plundered the neighbouring villages. The Prince of 
Saxe-Hildburghauſen, who had inveſted Bagnalack in 
Boſnia, was defeated, and obliged to repaſs the Saave. 


Count Seckendorf was recalled to Vienna; and the com- 


mand of the army devolved upon Count Philippi. Count 
Kevenhuller was obliged to retreat from Servia; and 


Niſſa was retaken by the Muſſulmen. The conferences 


at Niemerow were broken off ; and the Turkiſh | pan 
potentiaries returned to Conſtantinople. 

S II. The kingdom of Poland now enjoyed the 3 
perfect repoſe under the dominion of Auguſtus. Ferdi- 


nand, the old Duke of Courland, dying without iſſue, 


the ſucceſſion was diſputed by the Teutonick order and 
the kingdom of Poland, while the ſtates of Courland 


claimed a right of election, and ſent deputies to Peter- 
ſburgh, imploring the protection of the Czarina. A body 


of Ruſſian troops immediately entered that country: and 
the ſtates elected the Count de Biron, high chamberlain to 


the Empreſs of Muſcovy. The elector of Cologn, as 
grand-maſter of the Teutonick- order, proteſted againſt 


this election; but the King of Poland agreed to it, on 


certain conditions ſettled at Dantzick with the com- 


miſſaries of the new Duke and thoſe of the Czarina. - In 


the month of July, John Gaſton de Medicis, Great Duke 
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of Tuſcany, died at Florence and the Prince de Craon 


, took poſſeſſion ; of his territories, in the name of the Duke 


of Lorraine, to whom the Emperor had already n 
the eventual inveſtiture of that duchy. 

$ II. In England the attention of the publick was at- 
tracted by an open breach in the royal family. The Prin- 
ceſs of Wales had advanced to the very laſt month of her 


pregnancy before the King and Queen were informed of 
her being with child. She was twice conveyed from 


Hampton- court to the palace of St James's, when her 


labour pains were ſuppoſed to be approaching; and at 
length was delivered of a princeſs in about two hours after 
her arrival. The King being appriſed of this event, ſent 


a meſſage by the Earl of Eſſex to the Prince, expreſſing 
his diſpleaſure at the conduct of his royal highneſs, as an 


indignity offered to himſelf and the Queen. The Prince 
deprecated his Majeſty's anger in ſeveral ſubmiſſive letters, 
and implored the Queen's mediation. The Princeſs 

joined her entreaties to thoſe of his royal highneſs: but all 


their humility and ſupplication proved ineffectual. The 


King, in another meſſage ſent by the Duke of Grafton, 
obſerved, that the Prince had removed the Princeſs twice 
in the week immediately preceding the day of her delivery 
from the place of his Majeſty's reſidence, in expectation 
of her labour; and both times, on his return, induſtrioully 
concealed 3 the knowledge of the King and Queen 
every circumſtance relating to this important affair: that 


at laſt, without giving any notice to their Majeſties, he 
had precipitately hurried the Princeſs from Hampton- 
court in a condition not to be named: that the whole te- 


nour of his conduct, for a conſiderable time, had been ſo 


entirely void of all real duty to the King, that his Majeſty 
had reaſon to be highly offended with him. He gave him 


to underſtand, that until he ſhould withdraw his regard 
and confidence from thoſe by whoſe inſtigation and advice 
he was directed and encouraged in his unwarrantable be- 

haviour to his Majeſty and the Queen, and return to his 


duty, ke ſhould not reſide in the Palace; 3 he, therefore, 
ſignified 
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fignified his pleaſure that he ſhould leave St, James's, CHAP, 


with all his family, when it could be done without pre- 
judice or inconvenience to the Princeſs, In obedience to 


this order, the Prince retired to Kew, and made other 
efforts to be readmitted into his Majeſty's favour, which, 
However, he could not retrieve. Whatever might have 
been his deſign in concealing ſo long from the King and 


Queen the pregnancy of the Princeſs, and afterwards hur- 
rying her from place to place in ſuch a condition, to the 
manifeſt hazard of her life, his Majeſty had certainly 


cauſe to be offended at this part of his conduct: though 


the puniſhment ſeems to have been ſevere, if not rigorous 3 
for he was not even admitted into the preſence of the 


Queen his mother, to expreſs his duty to her, in her laſt. 
moments, to implore her forgiveneſs, and receive her laſt 
bleſſing. She died of a mortification in her bowels, on 


the twentieth day of November, in the fifty-fifth year of 
her age, regretted as a princeſs of uncommon yt 
and as a pattern of conjugal virtue. 

_ SIV. The King opened the ſeſſion of a on 


the twenty-fourth day of January, with a ſhort ſpeech, 
recommending the diſpatch of the publick buſineſs with 


prudence and unanimity. Each Houſe preſented a warm 
addreſs of condolance on the Queen's death, with which 


he ſeemed to be extremely affected. Though the Houſe | 


of Commons unanimouſly ſympathiſed with the King in 
his affliction, the miniſter ſtill met with contradiction in 


| ſome of his favourite meaſures. One would imagine that 


all the arguments for and againſt a ſtanding army in time 
of peace had been already exhauſted 3 but, when it was 
moved that the ſame number of land- Bass which they had 


voted in the preceding year ſhould be continued in pay 
for the enſuing year, the diſpute was renewed with ſur- 


priſing vivacity, and produced ſome reaſons which had not 
been ſuggeſted before. The adherents of the miniſter 
fairly owned that if the army ſhould be diſbanded, or even 
conſiderably reduced, they believed the Tory intereſt would 
prevail; that the preſent number of forces was abſolutely 

- neceſſary 
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was filled with clamour and diſcontent, as well as to ſup- 
port the Whig intereſt ; and that they would vote for 
keeping up four times the number, ſhould it be found ex- 
pedient for that purpoſe. The members in the oppoſition 
Teplied, that this declaration was a ſevere ſatire on the 
miniſtry, whoſe conduct had given birth to ſuch a ſpirit of 
diſcontent, They ſaid it was in effect a tacit acknow- 
ledgement, that x Fe they called the Whig intereſt was no 
more than an inconfiderable party, which had engroſſed the 
adminiſtration by indirect methods; which ated contrary 
to the ſenſe of the nation; and depended for ſupport upon a 
military power, by which the people in general were over- 
awed, and conſequently enſlaved. They affirmed, that 
the diſcontent of which the mmiſtry complained was in 
a great meaſure owing to that very ſtanding army, which 
perpetuated their taxes, and hung over their heads, as the 
inſtruments of arbitrary power and oppreſſion. Lord 
Polworth explained the nature of Whig principles, and 
demonſtrated that the party which diſtinguiſhed itſelf 
by this appellation no longer retained the maxims by 
which the Whigs were originally charaQteriſed. Sir John 
Hynde Cotton, who ſpoke with the courage and freedom 
of an old Engliſh baron, declared he never knew a member 
of that Houſe who a&ed on true Whig principles vote for a 
ſtanding army in time of peace. © I have heard of Whigs 
e (ſaid he) who oppoſed all unlimited votes of credit: I 
© have heard of Whigs who looked upon corruption as the 

« greateſt curſe that could befall any nation: I have 
« heard of Whigs who eſteemed the liberty of the preſs 
© to be the moſt valuable privilege of a free people, 
* and triennial parliaments as the greateſt bulwark of 
« their liberties ; and I have heard of a Whig adminiſtra- 
* tion which has reſented injuries done to the trade of the 
wi nations and revenged inſults offered to the Britiſh 
* flag. — The miniſtry triumphed as uſual, and the 
ſame number of forces was continued. 

$ V. Ever ſince the treaty of Seville, the Spaiitards in 


America had almoſt OF inſulted and diſtreſſed the 
commerce 
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commerce of Great-Britain. They diſputed the nan of o HAP. 


Engliſh traders to cut logwood in the bay of Campeachy, 
and gather ſalt on the ifland of Tortugas; though that 


right was acknowledged by implication in all the treaties 


which had been lately concluded between the two nations. 
The captains of their armed veſſels, known by the name 
of guarda-coſtas, had made a practice of boarding and plun- 
dering Britiſh ſhips, on pretence of ſearching for contra- 


band commodities, on which occaſions they had be- 
haved with the utmoſt inſolence, cruelty, and rapine. 


Some of their ſhips of war had actually attacked a fleet of 
Engliſh merchant-ſhips at the iſland of Tortugas, as if 


they had been at open enmity with England. They had 


ſeiſed and detained a great number of Britiſh veſſels, impri- 


ſoned their crews and confiſcated their cargoes in violation 


of treaties, in defiance of common juſtice and humanity. 
Repeated memorials were preſented to the court of Spain, 


by the Britiſh ambaſſador at Madrid. He was amuſed 
with evaſive anſwers, vague promiſes of enquiry, and ce- 
dulas of inſtructions ſent to the Spaniſh governors in 


America, to which they paid no ſort of regard. Not but 
that the Spaniards had reaſon to complain, in their turn, 
of the illicit commerce which the Engliſh traders from 


Jamaica and other iſlands carried on with their ſubjects 


on the continent of South-America ; though this could 


not juſtify the depredations and cruelties which the com- 
manders of the guarda-coſtas had committed, without 


provocation or pretence. 


VI. The merchants of England loudly complained 
of theſe outrages : the nation was fired with reſentment, 


and cried for vengeance ; but the miniſter appeared cold, 


phlegmatick, and timorous. He knew that a war would 
involve him in ſuch difficulties as muſt of neceſſity en- 


danger his adminiſtration. 'The treaſure which he now 


employed for domeſtick purpoſes muſt in that caſe be 
expended in military armaments : the wheels of that ma- 


chine on which he had raiſed his influence would no 
longer move: the oppoſition would of conſequence gain 


ground, 
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© neceſſaty to maintain the peace of the kingdom, which 
was filled with clamour and diſcontent, as well as to ſup- 


port the Whig intereſt ; and that they would vote for 


keeping up four times the number, ſhould it be found ex- 


pedient for that purpoſe. The members in the oppoſition 


replied, that this declaration was a ſevere ſatire on the 
miniſtry, whoſe conduct had given birth to ſuch a ſpirit of 
diſcontent, They ſaid it was in effect a tacit acknow- 


ledgement, that 8 . they called the Whig intereſt was no 


more than an inconſiderable party, which had engroſſed the 
adminiſtration by indirect methods; which acted contrary 
to the ſenſe of the nation; and depended for ſupport upon a 
military power, by which the people in general were over- 


awed, and conſequently enflaved. They affirmed, that 


the diſcontent of which the miniſtry complained was in 
a great meaſure owing to that very ſtanding army, which 
perpetuated their taxes, and hung over their heads, as the 


inſtruments of arbitrary power and oppreſſion. Lord 


Polworth explained the nature of Whig principles, and 
demonſtrated that the party which diſtinguiſhed itſelf 
by this appellation no longer retained the maxims by 


which the Whigs were originally characteriſed. Sir John ; 
| Hynde Cotton, who ſpoke with the courage and freedom 


of an old Engliſh baron, declared he never knew a member 
of that Houſe who ated on true Whig principles vote for a 


ſtanding army in time of peace. I have heard of Whigs 


* (faid he) who oppoſed all unlimited votes of credit: I 
* have heard of Whigs who looked upon corruption as the 
« greateſt curſe that could befall any nation : I have 


* heard of Whig 5s who eſteemed the liberty of the preſs 
© to be the moſt valuable privilege of a free people, 
and triennial parliaments as the greateſt bulwark of 
« their liberties ; and I have heard of a Whig adminiſtra- 


& tion which has reſented injuries done to the trade of the 
0 nation, and revenged inſults offered to the Britiſh 


ce flag.” —The miniſtry triumphed as uſual, and the 


ſame number of forces was continued. 

9 V. Ever ſince the treaty of Seville, the Spaniards in 

America had almoſt inceſſantly inſulted and diſtreſſed the 
commerce 
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commerce of Great-Britain. They difoated the right of CHAP, 


Engliſh traders to cut logwood in the bay of Campeachy, 
and gather ſalt on the iſland of Tortugas; though that 
right was acknowledged by implication in all the treaties 
which had been lately concluded between the two nations. 
The captains of their armed veſſels, known by the name 


of guarda-coſtas, had made a practice of boarding and plun- 


dering Britiſh ſhips, on pretence of ſearching for contra- 
band commodities, on which occaſions they had be- 


haved with the utmoſt inſolence, cruelty, and rapine. 


Some of their ſhips of war had actually attacked a fleet of 


_ Engliſh merchant-ſhips at the iſland of Tortugas, as if 
they had been at open enmity with England. They had 
ſeiſed and detained a great number of Britiſh veſſels, impri- 


ſoned their crews and confiſcated their cargoes in violation 
of treaties, in defiance of common juſtice and humanity. 


Repeated memorials were preſented to the court of Spain, 


by the Britiſh ambaſſador at Madrid. He was amuſed 


with evaſive anſwers, vague promiſes of enquiry, and ce- 
dulas of inſtructions ſent to the Spaniſh governors in 


America, to which they paid no ſort of regard. Not but 
that the Spaniards had reaſon to complain, in their turn, 


of the illicit commerce which the Engliſh traders from 


Jamaica and other iſlands carried on with their ſubjects 


on the continent of South-America ; though this could 
not juſtify the depredations and cruelties which the com- 


manders of the guarda-coſtas had committed, without 
provocation or pretence. 


s VI. The merchants of England loudly complained 


of theſe outrages : the nation was fired with reſentment, 


and cried for vengeance ; but the miniſter appeared cold, 
phlegmatick, and timorous. He knew that a war would 
involve him in ſuch difficulties as muſt of neceſſity en- 


danger his adminiſtration. The treaſure which he now 


employed for domeſtick purpoſes muſt in that caſe be 


expended in military armaments : the wheels of that ma- 
chine on which he had raiſed his influence would no 
longer move: the oppoſition would of conſequence gain 

ground, 
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ground, and the impoſition of freſh taxes, neceſſary for 


the maintenance of the war, would fill up the meaſure 
of popular reſentment againſt his perſon and miniſtry. 


Moved by theſe conſiderations, he induſtriouſly endeavour- 
ed to avoid a rupture, and to obtain ſome ſort of ſatisfaction 


by dint of memorials and negociations, in which he be- 
trayed his own fears to ſuch a degree as animated the Spa- 


niards to perſiſt in their depredations, and encouraged the 


court of Madrid to diſregard the remonſtrances of the Bri- 
tiſh ambaſſador. But his apprehenfions of war did not pro- 
ceed from Spain only: the two branches of the houſe of 


Bourbon were now united by politicks, as well as by conſan- 


- the puſillanimity of the miniſter, and the futility of his 
negociations ! he moved for ſuch reſolutions as would 
— | evince 


guinity; and he did not doubt, that, in caſe of a rupture 


with Spain, they would join their forces againſt Great-Bri- 
tain. Petitions were delivered to the Houſe by merchants 
from different parts of the kingdom, explaining the re- 


peated violences to which they had been expoſed, and im- 
ploring relief of the parliament. Theſe were referred to 


a committee of the whole Houſe ; and an order was made to 
admit the petitioners, if they ſhould think fit to be heard 
by themſelves or by counſel. Sir John Barnard moved for 


an addreſs to the King, that all the memorials and papers 
relating to the Spaniſh depredations ſhould be laid before 
the Houſe ; and this, with ſome alteration propoſed by 
Sir Robert Walpole, was aQually preſented. In compli- 
ance with the requeſt, an enormous multitude of letters 


and memorials was produced. 
$ VII. The Houſe, in a grand committee, proceeded 


to hear counſel for the merchants, and examine evidence; 


by which it appeared that amazing acts of wanton cruelty 


and injuſtice had been perpetrated by Spaniards on the 
fubje ts of Great-Britain. Mr. Pulteney expatiated upon 
theſe circumſtances of barbarity. He demonſtrated, from 
treaties, the right of the Britiſh traders to the logwood 


of Campeachy, and to the ſalt of Tortugas : he expoſed 
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evince the reſentment of an injured nation, and the CHAP, 


vigour of a Britiſh: parliament. Theſe were warmly 


combated by Sir Robert Walpole, who affirmed they 
would cramp the miniſters in their endeavours to com- 


promiſe theſe differences : that they would fruſtrate their 
negociations, entrench upon the King's prerogative, and 


precipitate the nation into an unneceſſary and expenſive 
war. Anſwers produced replies, and a general debate 
enſued. A reſolution was reported ; but the queſtion be- 
ing put for recommitting it, was carried in the negative. 
The Houſe, however, agreed to an addreſs, beſeeching 
his Majeſty to uſe his endeavours to obtain effectual re- 


lief for his injured ſubjects, to convince the court of 
Spain that his Majeſty could no longer ſuffer ſuch con- 


ſtant and repeated inſults and injuries to be carried on, to 
the diſhonour of his crown, and to the ruin of his trading 
ſubjects; and aſſuring him, that in caſe his royal and 


friendly inſtances with the Catholick King, ſhould miſ- 


9 


VI. 
Carne 
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carry, the Houſe would effectually ſupport his Majeſty in 


taking ſuch meaſures as honour and juſtice ſhould make it 


neceſſary for him to purſue. To this addreſs the King 


made a favourable anſwer. 
$ VIII. The next important ſubje dt on which both ſides 


exerciſed their talents, was a bill prepared and brought in 


An. 1738. 


by Mr. Pulteney, for the more effectual ſecuring the 


trade of his Majeſty's ſubjects in America. This was no 

other than the revival of part of two acts paſſed in the 
reign of Queen Anne, by which the property of all prizes 
taken from the enemy was veſted in the captors : while the 
ſovereign was empowered to grant commiſſions or charters 
to any perſons or ſocieties, for taking any ſhips, goods, 


harbours, lands, or fortifications of the nation's enemies 
in America, and for holding and enjoying the ſame as 
their own property and eſtate for ever. The miniſtry 
= endeavoured to evade the diſcuſſion of this bill, by amu- 
© fing the Houſe with other buſineſs, until an end ſhould be 


5 * to the ſeſſion. A mean artifice was practiſed with 


this 
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this view; and ſome ſevere altercation paſſed between Sir 


Robert Walpole and Mr. Pulteney. At length the bill 
was read, and gave riſe to a very long and warm conteſt, 


in which the greateſt orators of both ſides found oppor- 
tunities to diſplay their eloquence and ſatire. Mr. 
Pulteney defended the bill with all the ardour of paternal 7 
affection; but, notwithſtanding his warmeſt endearour, | 75 


it was rejected upon a diviſion. 
$ IX. When the mutiny-bill was ſent up to the Houſe 
of Lords, a long debate aroſe upon the number of troops 


voted for the enſuing year. Lord Carteret explained the 


ſituation of affairs in almoſt every nation of Europe, with 
great conciſeneſs and preciſion. He demonſtrated the im- 
probability of a rupture between Great Britain and any 
power againſt which a land · army could be of any ſervice. 


He examined the domeſtick circumſtances of the nation; 


and proved, that whatever diſcontents there might be in 
the kingdom, there was little or no diſaffection, and no 


ſeeming deſign to overturn or diſturb the government. In 


anſwer to an argument, that ſuch a number of regular 
forces was neceſſary for preventing or quelling tumults, 
and for enabling the civil magiſtrate to execute the laws 


of his country, he expreſſed his hope that he ſhould never 


ſee the nation reduced to ſuch unfortunate circumſtances: 
he ſaid a law which the civil power was unable to execute 


muſt either be in itſelf oppreſſive, or ſuch a one as afforded 
a handle for oppreſſion. In arguing for a reduction of the 


forces, he took notice of the great increaſe of the national 
expenſe. He obſerved, that before the Revolution, the 


people of England did not raiſe above two millions for the 


whole of the publick charge; but now what was called 


the current expenſe, for which the parliament annually 


provided, exceeded that ſum, beſides the civil liſt, the in- 
tereſt due to the publick creditors, and the finking-fund, 
which added together, compoſed a burthen of fix millions 


_ yearly. ' The Earl of Cheſterfield, on the ſame ſubject, 


affirmed that flavery and arbitrary power were the certain 
conſequences 


e 
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c conſequences of keeping up a ſtanding army for any num- c H AP, 


ber of years. It is the machine by which the chains of 
ſlavery are rivetted upon a free people. They may be 
ſecretly prepared by corruption; but, unleſs a ſtanding 


army protected thoſe that forged them, the people would 
break them aſunder, and chop off the polluted hands by 


which they were prepared. By degrees a free people muſt 
be accuſtomed to be governed by an army : by degrees 
that army muſt be made ſtrong enough to hold them in 
ſubjection. England had for many years been accuſtom- 
ed to a ſtanding army, under pretence of its being ne- 
ceſſary to aſſiſt the civil power; and by degrees the num- 
ber and ſtrength of it have been increaſing. At the ac- 
ceffion of the late King it did not exceed fix thouſand : it 


ſoon amounted to double that number, which has been 


ſince augmented under various pretences. He, therefore, 


concluded, that ſlavery, under the diſguiſe of an army for 


protecting the liberties of the people, was creeping in 
upon them by degrees: if no reduction ſnould be made, 
he declared he ſhould expect in a few years to hear ſome 
miniſter, or favourite of a miniſter, terrifying the Houſe 


with imaginary plots and invaſions, and making the tour 


of Europe in ſearch of poſſible dangers, to ſhow the ne- 


ceſſity of keeping up a mercenary ſtanding army three 
times as numerous as the preſent. In ſpite of theſe ſug- 


geſtions, the ſtanding army maintained its ground. The 
ſame noblemen, aſſiſted by Lord Bathurſt, diſtinguiſhed 
themſelves in a debate upon the Spaniſh depredations, 
which comprehended the ſame arguments that were uſed 
in the Houſe of Commons. They met with the ſame 
fucceſs in both. Reſolutions equivalent to thoſe of the 
Lower Houſe were taken: an addreſs was preſented ; 


and his Majeſty aſſured them he would repeat, in the 


moſt prefling manner, his inſtances at the court of Spain, 
in order to obtain ſatisfaction and ſecurity for his ſubjects 
trading to America. This aſſurance was renewed in his 
ſpeech at the cloſe of the ſeſſion, on the twentieth of May, 
Shen the Parliament was prorogued. 


$ X. 


It 
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BOOK FX. At this period the Princeſs of Wales was delivered | Th 
0 der! , Of a ſon, who was baptiſed by the name of George, now J mo 
1733. King of Great-Britain. His birth was celebrated with © Z 
uncommon. rejoicings : addreſſes of congratulation were 
preſented to the King by the two univerſities, and by J: 
almoſt all the cities and communities of the kingdom. 
But the Prince of Wales ſtill laboured under the diſplea- 
ſure of his Majeſty, who had ordered the Lord-Chamber- vp9: 
lain to fignify in the Gazette, that no perſon who viſited b the 
the Prince ſhould be admitted to the court of St. James's. and 
His royal highneſs was diveſted of all the external marks they 
of royalty, and lived like a private gentleman, cultivating 2 com 
the virtues of a ſocial life, and enjoying the beſt fruits of Cou: 
conjugal felicity. In the latter end of this month, Rear- Marc 
Admiral Haddock ſect fail with a ſtrong ſquadron for the | they 
Mediterranean, which it was hoped would give weight to Gern 
the negociation of the Britiſh miniſter at the court of Ma- Dan 
drid. The act to diſcourage the retail of ſpirituous liquors |: ] Orſor 
had incenſed the populace to ſuch a degree as occaſioned for tl 
numberleſs tumults in the cities of London and Weſtmin- the 
ſter. They were ſo addicted to the uſe of that pernicious veſſel 
* compound known by the appellation of gin or geneva, grade 
that they ran all riſques rather than forego it entirely; Coun 
and ſo little regard was paid to the law by which it was to e 
prohibited, that in leſs than two years twelve thouſand L of the 
| _ perſons within the bills of mortality were convicted of harraf 
| = having ſold it illegally. Nearly one half of that number their 
I were caſt in the penalty of one hundred pounds: and three were « 
| _ thouſand perſons paid ten pounds each, for an exemp- |: =P. 
tion from the diſgrace of being committed to the houſe of | mall 
correction. of De 
6 XI. The war 6 by the ee and- the of Ha 
Czarina againſt the Ottoman Porte had not yet produced longi 


any deciſive event. Count Seckendorf was enen and by thi 
| Pe, 


en 


his 


enemy the town of Nis, in e . commanded. 1 
| D The 


wy. 
"0 


7018-0 N E n 


| The diet of the empire granted a ſubſidy of fifty Roman © * A P, 
7 4 months to the Emperor, who began to make vigorous 8 | 
i J | preparations for the enſuing campaign: but, in the mean 3533. 
time, Ragotſki, vaivode of Tranſylvania, revolted againſt 
the houſe of Auſtria, and brought a conſiderable army 
1 into the field, under the protection of the Grand-Signor. | 
* He was immediately proclaimed a rebel, and a price ſet 
-.. upon his head by the court of Vienna. The Turks taking 


4 3 | the field early, reduced the fort of Uſitza, and Meadia, 
and undertook the fiege of Orſova, which, however, 
they abandoned at the approach of the Imperial army, 


ig | 3 commanded by the Grand Duke of Tuſcany, aſſiſted by 


of | Count Konigſegg. The Turks being re-enforced, 


he. * marched back, and attacked the Imperialiſts, by whom 


he | > they were repulſed after an obſtinate engagement. The 
to 2 Germans, notwithſtanding this advantage, repaſſed the 
la- Danube; and then the infidels made themſelves maſters of 
ors Orſova, where they found a fine train of artillery, deſigned 


ied | for the ſiege of Widin. By the conqueſt of this place, 


the Turks laid the Danube open to their gallies and 
” veſſels; - and the Germans retired under the cannon of Bel- 
13 In the Ukraine, the Ruſſians under General 
Count Munich obtained the advantage over the Turks in 


ly; 


was two engagements; and General Lacy routed the Tartars 
nd 1 of the Crimea : but they returned in greater numbers, and 


| of © harraſſed the Muſcovites in ſuch a manner, by intercepting 
aber their proviſions, and deſtroying the country, that they 
hree were obliged to abandon the lines of Precops. 

mp- | - XII. In the month of October, an affair of very 
ſe of | 1 mall importance produced a rupture between the King 
of Denmark and the Elector of Hanover. A detachment 


the of Hanoverians took by aſſault the caſtle of Steinhorſt, be- 


uced | longing to the Privy-counſellor Wederkop, and defended 


| and | by thirty Daniſh dragoons, who had received orders to 


algen. tepel force by force. Several men were killed on both 


rade, ſides, before the Hanoverians could enter the place, when 
o the 3 the garriſon was diſarmed, and conducted to the frontiers. 
nded. 14 his petty diſpute, about a ſmall territory which did not 


yield 


13 


1 
1 
| 
| 
| 
| 


of Great-Britain in the American ſeas; and for ſettling 


creatures with full powers to give up the rights of the dem⸗ 


intereſt: : that this peace was attended with all the advan 
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O o K yield the value of one thouſand pounds à year, had well | ta 
- II. nigh involved Hanover i in a war, which, in all probability, 3 th: 
17358. Great-Britain muſt have maintained: but this diſpute pe 
was compromiſed by a convention between the Kings ol P 
England and Denmark. of 

$ XIII. The ſeſſion of parliament was e on the bel 

firſt day of February, when the King, in his ſpeech to not 

both Houſes, gave them to underſtand, that a convention wit 


was concluded and ratified between him and the King of | = <6 
Spain, who had obliged himſelf to make reparation to the 
Britiſh ſubjects for their loſſes, by certain ſtipulated pay- 
ments : the plenipotentiaries were named and appointed 
for regulating, within a limited time, all thoſe eee 
and abuſes which had hitherto interrupted the commerce 


all matters in diſpute, in ſuch a manner as might for the | moy 
future prevent and remove all new cauſes and pretenſes of ! ſped 
complaint. The motion for an addreſs of approbation |} | cret: 
was diſputed as uſual. Though the convention was not any 
yet laid before the Houſe, the nature of it was well known deri 
to the leaders of the oppoſition. Sir William Wyndham his 1 
obſerved, that if the miniſtry had made the reſolutions Maj 


taken by the parliament in the laſt ſeſſion the foundation relat 


of their demands; if they had diſcovered a reſolution to by m 


break off all treating, rather than depart from the ſenſe | Spai 


of parliament, er e dee treaty might have been prope 
obtained, or by this time the worſt would have been Mr. ! 
known : but, by what appeared from his Majeſty's ſpeech, ſuch 
the convention was no other than a preliminary; and, actio 
in all probability, a very bad preliminary. He ſup- for tl 
poſed the miniſter had ventured to clothe ſome of his diſco 


nation; for they might do it if they durſt. Sir Robert be de 
Walpole, in anſwer to theſe ſuggeſtions, affirmed, that were 
the miniſtry had on this occaſion obtained more than ever}! the d 
on like occaſions was known to be obtained; that they a crit 
had reconciled the peace of their country with her true give 
time 


tage 


8 9 . ; 
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= that future ages would confider this as the moſt glorious 


te period of our hiſtory, and do juſtice to the councils that 


of produced the happy event, which every gentleman diveſted 


= of paſhon and prejudice was ready to do; and which, he 
he believed, the preſent age, when rightly informed, would 
to | not refuſe, In a word, he extolled his own convention 
on with the moſt extravagant encomiums. 
of i XIV. The Houſe reſolved to addreſs the King, that 
he | copics of all the memorials, repreſentations, letters, and 
y- 7 papers, preſented to his Majeſty, or his ſecretary of ſtate, 
ted relating to depredations, ſhould be ſubmitted to the pe- 
ces Tuſal of the Houſe ; but ſome members in the oppoſition 
rce were not contented with this reſolution. Then Mr. 


ng | Sandys, who may be termed „ the motion-maker,” 


moved for an addreſs, deſiring that the Houſe might in- 


2 cretaries of ſtate, or commiſſioners of the Admiralty, to 
3 any of the Britiſh governors in America, or any comman- 
der in chief, or captains of his Majeſty's ſhips of war, or 
nam his Majeſty's miniſter at the court of Spain, or any of his 
ons | 2 Majeſty's conſuls in Europe, fince the treaty of Seville, 


tion | relating to loſſes which the Britiſh ſubjects had ſuſtained 


a to by means of depredations committed by the ſubje&s of 
ſenſe Spain in Europe and America. This was an unreaſonable 
been | propoſal, ſuggeſted by the ſpirit of animoſity and faction. 
been Mr. H. Walpole juſtly obſerved, that a compliance with 
ech, ſuch an addreſs might lay open the moſt private tranſ- 
and, actions of the cabinet, and diſcover ſecrets that ought, 


ſup-⸗ for the good of the kingdom, to be concealed. It would 


his diſcover to the court of Spain the ultimatum of the King's 
f the. demands and conceſſions, and the nation would thereby 


. bert be deprived of many advantages which it might reap, 
, that were no ann diſcovery made. He ſaid, that as ſoon as 


3 


t. de la n fee not babes, the Pl 54 were :nftruQed to 
r true give notice to the merchants, that they might retire in 
dvan time with their effects; but, ſhould ſuch inſtruction come 

| 9 nun _— 


tage 


4 7 ſpect all letters written, and inſtructions given by the ſe- 


15 


"1 1 tages that the moſt ſucceſsful arms could have procured: CH A ß. 
FH 


778. | 


leſs and unjuſtifiable practice of viſiting and ſearching reg 
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to the knowledge of the Spanien it would be a kind ob 
watch- word to put them on their guard, and — 


occaſion the ruin of many thouſands of Britiſh _ | AM 
Certain it is, no government could act either in external th 
or domeſtick affairs with proper influence, dignity, and * 


diſpatch, if every letter and inſtruction relating to an ye. 


unfiniſhed negociation ſhould be expoſed to the view of MW the 
ſuch a numerous aſſembly, compoſed of individuals actu- the 


ated by motives in themſelves diametrically oppolite. T he © wit 
motion being rejected by the majority, the ſame gentle- 3 nig 
man moved again for an addreſs, that his Majeſty would evi 
give directions for laying before the Houſe copies of ſuch to 
memorials or repreſentations as had been made, either to ſhij 


the King of Spain or to his miniſters, fince the treaty off tole 
Seville, relating to the depredations committed in Europe eve 


or America. A debate enſued; and, upon a diviſion, the mu 
3 queſtion paſſed in the negative. | wel 


(XV. The Houſe, in a committee of ſupply, voted} the 
twelve thouſand ſeamen for the ſervice of the enſuing year, | ſent 
and the ſtanding army was continued without reduction, ſetti 
though powerfully attacked by the whole ſtrength of the as [ 


_ oppoſition. The Commons likewiſe ordered an addreſs reg 


to his Majeſty, for the copies of ſeveral memorials ſince ferr 
the treaty of Seville, touching the rights of Great-Britain, the 


or any infraction of treaties which had not been laid before the 


them. 'Theſe were accordingly ſubmitted to the inſpection ſettl 
of the Houſe. By this time the convention itſelf was not} ſitu: 
only preſented to the Commons, but alſo publiſhed for hear 


the information of the people. Divers merchants, plant- oppe 
ers, and others trading to America, the cities of London 8 

and Briſtol, the merchants of Liverpool, and the owners Parc 
Wit 


of ſundry ſhips which had been ſeiſed by the Spaniards, 
offered petitions againſt the convention, by which the the 


ſubjects of Spain were fo far from giving up their ground: Pote 


Britiſh ſhips failing to and from the Britiſh plantations, relat 
chat they appeared to have claimed the power of doing it rope 
as a right: for they inſiſted that the differences wbich conc 
| had, 


903 


9062 
— 
kr 
ts 


3 
* 
1 
: 
SF 


I SG E OR G E II. 17 
9 | 55 | 
of had ariſen concerning it ſhould be referred to plenipo- C H A p. 
ly 5 tentiaries, to be diſcuſſed by them, without even agreeing 3 | 
sto abſtain from ſuch viſitation and ſearch during the time 538. 


al I that the diſcuſſion of this affair might laſt. They, there- 
nd fore, prayed that they might have an opportunity of being 
an YZ heard, and allowed to repreſent the great importance of 
the Britiſh trade to and from the plantations in America; 
tu- the clear indiſputable right which they had to enjoy it, 
without being ſtopped, viſited, or ſearched, by the Spa- 
le- niards, on any pretence whatſoever ; and the certain in- 
uld 2 evitable deſtruction of all the riches and ſtrength derived 
to Great-Britain from that trade, if a ſearch of Britiſh 
ſhips ſailing to and from their own plantations ſhould be 
tolerated upon any pretext, or under any reſtrictions, or 
even if the freedom of this navigation ſhould continye 
much longer in a ſtate of uncertainty. Theſe petitions 
were referred to the committee appointed to conſider of 
the convention. Another remonſtrance was likewiſe pre- 
ſented by the truſtees for eſtabliſhing the colony of Georgia, 
ſetting forth, that the King of Spain claimed that colony 
as part of his territories ; and that by the conyentions the 
regulation of the limits of Carolina and Florida was re- 
2 ferred to the determination of plenipotentiaries ; ſo that 
the colony of Georgia, which undoubtedly belonged to 
the crown of Great-Britain, was left in diſpute, while the 
ſettlers remained in the moſt precarious and dangerous 
ſituation. It was moved that the merchants ſhould be 
heard by their counſel : but the propoſal was ſtrenuouſly 
7 oppoſed by the miniſtry, and rejected upon a diviſion. 
S XVI. This famous convention, concluded at the 
Pardo on the fourteenth day of January, imported, That 
within fix weeks, to be reckoned from the day on which 
the ratifications were exchanged, two miniſters pleni- 
2 potentiaries ſhould meet at Madrid, to confer and finally 
2 regulate the reſpective pretenſions of the two crowns, with 


tions, relation to the trade and navigation in America and Eu- 


ing it rope, and to the limits of Florida and Carolina, as well as 
yhich concerning other points which remained likewiſe to be 
had Var. III. C =. aqjuſtec, 
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K adjuſted, according to the former treaties ſubſiſting be- 


tween the two nations : That the plenipotentiaries ſhould 
finiſh their conferences within the ſpace of eight months : 
That in the mean time no progreſs ſhould he made in the 
fortifications of Florida and Carolina : 'That his Catho- 
lick Majeſty ſhould pay to the King of Great-Britain the 
ſum of ninety-five thouſand pounds, for a balance due to 


the crown and ſubjeQs of Great-Britain, after deduction 
made of the demands of the crown and ſubjeQs of Spain: 


That this ſum ſhould be employed for the ſatisfaction, diſ- 


charge and payment of the demands of the Britiſh ſubjects 
upon the crown of Spain : That this reciprocal diſcharge, 
however, ſhould not extend or relate to the accounts and 
differences which ſubſiſted and were to be ſettled between 


the crown of Spain and the aſſiento company, nor to any 


particular or private contracts that might ſubſiſt between 
either of the two crowns, or their miniſters, with the ſub- 
jects of the other; or between the ſubjects and ſubjects of 


each nation reſpectively: That his Catholick Majeſty 
ſhould cauſe the ſum of nĩnety- five thouſand pounds to be 


paid at London within four months, to be reckoned from 
the day on which the ratifications were exchanged. Such 


_ was the ſubſtance of that convention, which alarmed and 
provoked the merchants and traders of Great Britain, 


excited the indignation of all thoſe who retained any 
regard for the honour of their country, and raiſed a ge- 


neral cry againſt the miniſter who ſtood at the helm of 


adminiſtration. 
XVII. The eyes of the whale kingdom were now 


turned upon the Houſe of Commons. The two contend- 


ing parties ſummoned their whole force for the approach- 


10 ing diſpute : on the day appointed for conſidering the 


convention, four hundred members had taken their ſeats 


by eight in the morning. In a committee of the whole 
Houſe, certain Weſt-India merchants and planters were 


heard againſt the convention : ſo that this and the follow- 


Ing day wereemployed in reading papers and obtaining in- 
formation. On the eighth day of March Mr. H..Wal pole 


having 
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kaving launched out in the praiſe of that agreement, moved CHAP: 


for an addreſs of approbation to his Majeſty. Hewas ſecond- 
ed by Mr. Campbell, of Pembrokeſhire ; and the debate 
began with extraordinary ardour. He who firſt diſtin- 
guiſhed himſelf in the lifts was Sir 'Thomas Sanderſon, 
at that time treaſurer to the Prince of Wales, afterwards 


Earl of Scarborough. All the officers and adherents of 


his royal highneſs had joined the oppoſition ; and he him- 


ſelf on this occaſion ſat in the gallery, to hear the debate 
on ſuch an important tranſaction. Sir Thomas Sander- 
ſon obſerved, that the Spaniards by the convention, inſtead | 


of giving us reparation, had obliged us to give them a ge- 


neral releaſe. They had not allowed the word Satisfaction 
to be ſo much as once mentioned in the treaty. Even 
the Spaniſh pirate who had cut off the ear of Captain Jen- 
kins *, and uſed the moſt inſulting expreſſion towards the 


perſon of the King—an expreffion which no Britiſh ſub- 
ject could decently repeat—an expreffion which no man 
that had a regard for his ſovereign could ever forgive—even 
this fellow lived to enjoy the fruits of his rapine, and re- 


mained a living teſtimony of the cowardly tameneſs and 


mean ſubmiſſion of Great-Britain; of the triumphant 
„ haughtineſs, 


* Captain Jenkins was maſter of a Scottiſh merchant hip. He was bens 
ed by the captain of a Spaniſh guarda-coſta, who treated him in the moſt 


barbarous manner. Tbe Spaniards, after having rummaged his veſſel for 
what they called contraband commodities, without finding any thing te 
juſtify their ſearch, inſulted Jenkins with the moſt opprobrious invectives. 
They tore off one of his ears, bidding him carry it to his King, and tell him 
they would ſerve him in the ſame manner ſhould an opportunity offer; they 
tortured him with the moſt ſhocking cruelty, and threatened him with 


immediate death. This man was examined at the bar of the Houſe of Com- 
mons, and being aſked by a member, what he thought when he found him- 
ſelf in the hands of ſuch barbarians ? I recommended my foul to God (ſaid 


© he) and my cauſe to my country. The behaviour of this brave ſeaman, 
the ſight of his ear, which was produced, with his account of the indignities 
which had been offered to the nation and ſovereign of Great-Britain, filled 


the whole Houſe with indignation. Jenkins was afterwards employed inthe 
ſervice of the Eaſt-India company : he approved himſelf worthy of his good 


fortune, in a long engagement with the pirate Angria, during which he be- 
haved with extraordinary courage and conduct; and ſaved his own ſhip, with 
three others that were under his convoy, 
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BOO K TRE: NPY and ſtubborn pride of Spain. Lord Gages 


one of the moſt keen, ſpirited, and ſarcaſtick orators in 
the Houſe, ſtated in this manner the account of the ſatis- 


faction obtained from the court of Spain by the conven- 
tion: the loſſes ſuſtained by the Spaniſh depredations 


amounted to three hundred and forty thouſand pounds. 
The commiſſary, by a ſtroke of his pen, reduced this de- 
mand to two hundred thouſand pounds ; then forty-five 


thouſand were ſtruck off for prompt payment. He next 
allotted fixty thouſand pounds as the remaining part of a 


debt pretended to be due to Spain, for the deſtruction of 
her flect by Sir George Byng, though it appeared by the 
inſtructions on the table, that Spain had been already 


amply ſatisfied on that head. Theſe deductions reduced 


the balance to ninety-five thouſand pounds, but the King 
of Spain inſiſted upon the South-Sea company's paying 
f immediately the ſum of ſixty- eight thouſand pounds, as a 
debt due to him on one head of accounts, though, in other 


articles, his Catholick Majeſty was indebted to the com- 


pany a million over and above this demand. The re- 


mainder to be paid by Spain did not exceed ſeven- and- 


twenty thouſand pounds, from which ſhe inſiſted upon 


deducting whatever ſhe might have already given in ſatis- 


faction for any of the Britiſh ſhips that had been taken; 
and on being allowed the value of the St. Thereſa, a 


Spaniſh ſhip which had been ſeiſed in the port of Nublin. 
Mr. W. Pitt, with an energy of argument and dition 


peculiar to himſelf, declaimed againſt the convention, as 
inſecure, unſatisfactory, and diſhonourable to Great- 
Britain. He faid the great national objection, the ſearch- 


ing of Britiſh ſhips, was not omitted, indeed, in the pre- 
amble ; but ſtood there as the reproach of the whole, as 


the ſtrongeſt evidence of the fatal ſubmiſſion that followed : 
on the part of Spain, an uſurpation, an inhuman tyranny 


claimed and exerciſed over the American ſeas : on the part 


of England, an undoubted right by treaties, and from 
God and nature declared and aſſerted in the reſolutions of 
parliament, were now referred to the diſcuſſion of ple- 

nipotentlaries, 


7 S pts Loo EI INS: 8 x2 
Ree ae 7 ial Ce Re Rr EIN DE PING oor pro ir 
! 4 tb EE $I ELLE 
LC ASSL Hi — : FD TY 8 


" — Ba Ts = e r d D 
— EP IW5 0? = — 3 * : u We eee ü A ER 2 0 „ n 8 1 — rn 
B T ? . ER r WEN FIRES, %%% C 55 2 . — ES os . 
. I 98 c 3 . Rat: 5 : ROLE ny. oe $ CC . Fe LICE. * * ey n 1 - I 2 
8 F © = r is + 4 8 8 5 FILES . - ee, ETD 3 5 1 . Fo r on 7 2 r AE 2 2 9 . V 8 FF Xe SF, * © he FT 
FFF — TORS: Fe Ie . r e DES: IRE OE SUE, oe IVE TY x * ww EINER 3 bs K K's ge og pe FRE 2 2 A», FIT 3 ( 
? d 3 * 9 R BE I N N S n * . w * | 3 
R * ts \ ge Ft "3; 8 BEE L 4% N 4 XX $ . ek Wh n - * 
ES : g * 1 SIF ITE >] : . 3; 4 3 4 Wet 3 . 5 * & 1 J 
i Too gt 7 9.5 . ty F * 3 „ . . 5 


9 3 R 5 
r 1 
4 7" 7 . * het 
RR” 8 8 . 
r 8 


i 22 r . 
nN r 
i EE ret. IT” 1 br oe | 1 5 I WS, AY CO ow YC ee 
W / ᷣ ͤ T TL LETS Nt ELIT i 
7 SIITIRES LS , CBT ALY WOMENS ye Po tp UE Ae 3 i 
it 4 8-1 — D r 9 K ͤ ˙ “1 OS 7 3-5 88 e I 4 
bx SOIT TRE, F525 ß org T2 % OO an nol oe o 2 MIS 2 
. * N o o ß T rd Et ode 1 


N 
9 


8 
e 
8 9 8 EY 


4 XSi. 
r 
55 


ö 
DIME * 
r 


1 V "V2 
22 2305 vs IEF v0 ; 
ooo ( ( RL OY 
15 e 


tid 


7 


e og LI EIT: : 
e 8 x SR TI EIN) ROO TENT IE 2 bl 
JJ ͤ ͤ ͤ I LOS pak LOSS 3 $52 Jes SE 2 2 WU 
Cont C v 48. r 
+ 1 N I 5 G . 


enn res EROS | 
. 


— 0 2 21 * PET 7 . EAI AZ R. 1 Sat * QUE»; mn a #54 25:8 
— l 2 2 ” 5 3 ˖· U U 32 WIGS - n E 8 ** N N R EO ne 2 . 
R a> . ME as. 7 "ER N n i= v0 * > F 7 EH AN. 1+ n LID * * Wat: bead e » 83 . 8 N 4 po F £ $a 
es ter tans a -/ D ð dd CCS : 
8 Ted 1 > 5h n 1 n a SG RARE. - 1 N A Tx Prat Eo ts * FF 1 — 3 n e . + 9 3 2 
3A Stand © os, 5 n LOW Le RENT E T0 1 S / Tb I we en EO. HS, BY - he ne Be > +4 
L . * OF 7 % DLAI TREE 192-) H eveTs TR A TS SC TE 3 3 „222 
— £7 3 93 * * SE wy WY . 8 e 4 8 — * 1 2 8 6% . X * 
8 ) SET, —_ * rs I e. . 3 wo 2 % 


wt - n r N 8 
3 Fs Pn BT ONS xi." 8 a 
3 1 8 be: Wy 
2 Pi don ts EE 
CB re Ei LIE FS = 


. 4 
_ 2 — > 3 ki F : A 72 - 5 SIE. Pt: SE n 
8 5 8 S IS CIT - uf 8 * d rr IV) £0 : 3 
. ! BSST Ro rt YES N 75 D a og OE. AS 2 
IS IT FFF... x EA N N r 1 e 


nenn 9 * e 
. n EN aa 
533 
TEST OS THAIS MFIRETES ra, 
22... Ed Ts ere Ss 


” 
Ao 
te 
1 
* 
7 
. 
” 
CER 
„ 
wh 


T 


nipotentiaries, upon one and the ſame equal foot. This C H A p. 


undoubted right was to be diſcuſſed and regulated; and if 
to regulate be to preſcribe rules, as in all conſtructions it is, 
that right was, by the expreſs words of the convention, 
to be given up and ſacrificed : for it muſt ceaſe to be any 
thing from the moment it is ſubmitted to limitation. Mr. 
Lyttelton, with equal force and fluency, anſwered the 
ſpeech of Mr. H. Walpole. © After he had uſed many 
arguments to perſuade us to peace (ſaid he) to any 
«6 peace, good or bad, by pointing out the dangers of a 
© war, dangers I by no means allow to be ſuch as he re- 
« preſents them, he crowned all thoſe terrors with the 
© name of the Pretender. It would be the cauſe of the 
© Pretender. The Pretender would come. Is the ho- 
* nourable gentleman ſenſible what this language im- 
“ ports? The people of England complain of the greateſt 
* wrongs and indignities: they complain of the inter- 
te ruption, the deſtruction of their trade: they think the 


4% peace has left them in a worſe condition than before; 
% and in anſwer to all theſe complaints, what are they told? 


« Why, that their continuing to ſuffer all this, is the 
“ price they muſt pay to keep the King and his family on 
e the throne of theſe realms. If this were true, it ought 
not to be owned; but it is far from truth; the very 
“ reverſe is true. Nothing can weaken the family; no- 
thing ſhake the eſtabliſhment, but ſuch meaſures as 
& theſe, and ſuch language as this,” He affirmed, that 
if the miniſters had proceeded conformably to the inten- 
tions of parliament, they would either have aQed with 
_ vigour, or have obtained a real ſecurity in an expreſs ac- 
knowledgment of our right not to be ſearched, as a pre- 
liminary, ſine qua non, to our treating at all, Inſtead of 
this, they had referred it to plenipotentiaries. Would 
« you, Sir (ſaid he) ſubmit to a reference, whether you 
may travel unmoleſted from your houſe in town to your 
« houſe in the country? Your right is clear and un- 
e deniable, why would you have it diſcuſſed; but much 
* leſs would you refer 1 it, if two of your judges belonged 
„to 
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ce to a gang which has often ſtopped and robbed you id 2 


« your way thither before.”— The miniſters, in vindi- 
cation of the convention, aſſerted, that the ſatisfaction 
granted by Spain was adequate to the injury received: that 
it was only the preliminary of a treaty which would remove 
all caufes of complaint : that war was always expenſive 
and detrimental to a trading nation, as well as uncertain 
in its events: that France and Spain would certainly join 
their forces in caſe of a rupture with Great-Britain : that 
there was not one power in Europe upon which the En- 


gliſh could depend for effeAual aſſiſtance; and that war 


would favour the cauſe and defigns of a popiſh pretender. 
The Houſe, upon a diviſion, agreed to the addreſs ; 


two parties renewed the engagement with redoubled 
eagernefs and impetuoſity. Sir William Wyndham and 


Mr. Pulteney poured all the thunder of their eloquence 
againſt the inſolence of Spain, and the conceſſions of the 


Britiſh miniſtry. Sir Robert Walpole exerted all his for- 
titude and dexterity in defence of himſelf and his meaſures, 


and the queſtion being put, the reſolutions for the addreſs 
were carried by a ſmafl majority. 
XVIII. Then Sir William Wyndham danaing up, 


made a pathetick remonſtrance upon this determination. 


„This addreſs (ſaid he) is intended to convince man- 
* kind, that the treaty under our conſideration is a rea- 
ce ſonable and an honourable treaty. But if a majority of 
* twenty-cight in ſuch a full Houſe ſhould fail of that 
% ſnceels ; if the people ſhould not implicitly reſign their 
cc reaſon to a vote of this Houſe, what will be the conſe- 


66 quence ? Will not the parliament loſe its authority ? 


«© Will it not be thought, that even in the parliament we 
ce are governed by a faction? and what the conſequence 
«© of this may be, I leave to thoſe gentlemen to conſider, 
& who are now to give their vote for this addreſs : for my 
on part, I will trouble you no more; but, with theſe 
* my laſt words, I fincerely pray to Almighty God, who 
has fo often wondertully protected theſe kingdoms, that 


he will graciouſly continue his protection over them, by 


but 
when a motion was made for its being recommitted, the 


* 
1 


3 


1 
N 


71 


deſ 
| per 


1 
=_ : 
92 + ; a 
3 1 1 7 
LEW » | 
: 5 | b | G I 5 2 3 
7 67 
be o 
=P , ö 5 


« preſerving us from that impending danger which thfeat- CHAP, 


% | | . 
. « ens the nation from without, and likewiſe from that 33 
« impending danger which threatens our conſtitution 


1738. 
« from within.” The miniſter was on this occafion . 
deſerted by his uſual temper, and even provoked into 
perſonal abuſe. He declared, that the gentleman who 
was now the mouth of his opponents had been look- 
cad upon as the head of thoſe traitors, who twenty- 
'I five years before conſpired the deſtruction of their country 
and of the royal family, in order to ſet a popiſh pretender 
upon the throne : that he was ſeiſed by the vigilance 
2 of the then government, and pardoned by its clemency 3 
burt all the uſe he had ungratefully made of that clemency, 
Was to qualify himſelf according to law, that he and his 
party might {ome time or other have an opportunity to 
'* overthrow all law: He branded them all as traitors, and 
> expreſſed his hope, that their behaviour would unite all, 
| the true friends of the preſent happy eſtabliſhment. 'To 
ſuch a degree of mutual animoſity were both fides inflamed, 
that the moſt eminent members of the minority actually 
retired from parliament ; and were by the nation in gene- 
| ral revered as martyrs to the liberty of the people. 
2 S XIX. The diſpute occaſioned by the convention in the 
Wy Houſe of Lords was maintained with equal warmth, and 
perhaps with more abilities. After this famous treaty had 
been conſidered, Lord Carteret ſuggeſted, that poſſibly one 
of the contracting powers had preſented a proteſt or de- 
claration, importing that ſhe aceeded to ſuch or ſuch a 
_ meaſure, only upon condition that the terms of that pro- 
teſt or declaration ſhould be made good. He faid, that 
5 until his mind ſhould be free from the moſt diſtant ſuſ- 
” picion that ſuch a paper might exiſt in the preſent caſe, 
he could not form a juſt opinion of the tranſaction himſelf, 
F nor communicate to their lordſhips any light which might 
be neceſſary for that purpoſe. The adherents tothe miniſtry 
endeavoured to evade his curioſity in this particular, by 
general aſſertions : but he inſiſted on his ſuſpicion with 
* ſuch perſeverance, that at length the miniſtry produced 
the copy of a declaration made by the King of Spain before 
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'B 2 k. he ratified the convention, ſignifying that his Catholick 


Majeſty reſerved to himſelf, in its full force, the right of 


1755. being able to ſuſpend the aſſiento of negroes, in caſe the 


nation, which the wro 
The Earl of Cheſterfield attacked this inglorious meaſure 


company ſliould not pay within à ſhort time the ſum of 
ſixty-eight thouſand pounds fterling, owing to Spain on 


the duty of negroes, or on the profit of the fhip Caroline 
That under the validity and force of this proteſt, the 


ſigning of the ſaid convention might be proceeded on, 
| In the debate that enſued, Lord 
_ Carteret diſplayed a ſurprifing extent of political know- 
ledge, recommended by all the graces of elocution, chaſte, 


and in no other manner. 


pure, dignified,anddelicate. Lord Bathurſt argued againſt 


the articles of convention with his uſual ſpirit, integrity, 


and good ſenſe, particularly animated by an honeſt indig- 
ngs of his country had inſpired. 


with all the weight of argument, and all the poignancy of 
ſatire, 
miniſtry, inveighed againſt it as infamous, treacherous, 


and deſtructive, with all the fire, impetuoſity, and en- 


thuſiaſm of declamation. It was defended with unequal 


arms by the Duke of Newcaſtle, the Earl of Cholmond- 
ley, Lord Hervey, the Lord Chancellor, the Biſhop of 


Saliſbury, and in particular by the Earl of Hay, a noble- 


man of extenſive capacity and uncommon erudition ; re- 


markable for his knowledge of the civil law; and ſeem- 
ingly formed by nature for a politician ; cool, diſcerning, 


Plauſible, artful, and enterpriſing; ſtaunch to the mini- 
fter, and invariably true to his own intereſt. The diſpute 


was learned, long, and obſtinate: but ended as uſual in 
the diſcomfiture of thoſe who had ſtigmatiſed the treaty. 


The Houſe agreed to an addreſs, in which they 
thanked his Majeſty for his gracious condeſcenſion in lay- 


ing before them the convention. They acknowledged his 


great prudence in bringing the demands of his ſubje&s 
for their paſt loſſes, which had been ſo long depending, 
to a final adjuſtment; in procuring an expreſs ſtipulation 
tor a ſpeedy payment; and 1 in laying a foundation for ac- 


compliſhing 


The Duke of Argyle, no longer a partiſan of the 
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I compliſhing the great and deſirable ends of obtaining CHA Py 


future ſecurity, and preſerving the peace between the two 


nations. They declared their confidence in his royal 


viſdom, that in the treaty to be concluded in purſuance of 
the convention, proper proviſions would be made for the 
redreſs of the grievances of which the nation had ſo juſtly 
complained : They aſſured his Majeſty, that in caſe his 
uſt expectations ſhould not be anſwered, the Houſe would 
heartily and zealouſly concur in all ſuch meaſures as ſhould 
be neceſſary to vindicate his Majeſty's honour, and to pre- 
ſerve to his ſubjects the full enjoyment of all thoſe rights 
to which they were entitled by treaty and the law of na- 
tions. This was a hard-won victory. At the head of 
thoſe who voted againſt the addreſs we find the Prince of 
Wales. His example was followed by fix dukes, two-and 
twenty earls, four viſcounts, eighteen barons, four biſhops, 
and their party was re-enforced by ſixteen proxies. A ſpi- 
rited proteſt was entered and ſubſcribed by nine-and-thirty 
peers, comprehending all the noblemen of the kingdom 
vho were moſt eminent for their talents, integrity, and 
virtue. 

IS XX. A meſſage having been delivered to, the Houſe 


| A from his Majeſty, importing, That he had ſettled nine- 
5 Ae thouſand pounds per annum on the younger 


cwehildren of the royal family; and deſiring their lordſhips 


viſion good, out of the hereditary revenues of the crown, 
ſome lords in the oppoſition obſerved that the next heir to 
the crown might look upon this ſettlement as a mortgage 
of his revenue, which a parliament had no power to 
6 make : that formerly no daughter of the royal family was 
ever provided for by parhament, except the eldeſt, and 
: f that never was by way of annuity, but an expreſs provi- 
ſion of a determinate ſum of money paid by way of 
» dowry. Theſe objections were over- ruled; and the Houſe 
complied with his Majeſty's requeſt. Then the Duke of 


IS + 
3 


Newcaſtle produced a ſubſidy- treaty, by which his Majeſty 
obliged himſelf to pay to the King of Denmark ſeventy 
thouſand 
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would bring in a bill to enable his Majeſty to make that pro- 
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' thouſand pounds per annum, on condition of the Danes | A 


- furniſhing to his Britannick Majeſty a body of ſix thouſand | 
men, when demanded. At the ſame time, his grace deli- | 4 


vered a meſſage from the King, defiring the Houſe would 1 


enable him to fulfil this engagement; and alſo to raiſe 


what money and troops the extgency of affairs, during 7; 


the approaching receſs, might require. Another vehe- 


ment diſpute aroſe from this propoſal. With reſpe& I 
to the treaty, Lord Carteret obſerved, that no uſe could 


be made of the Daniſh troops in any expedition under- 
taken againſt Spain, becauſe it was ſtipulated in the treaty, 
that they ſhould not be uſed either in Italy, or on baard 
of the fleet, or be tranſported in whole or in part beyond 
fea, after they ſhould have marched out of the territories 
of Denmark, except for the defence of the kingdoms of i 
Great-Britain and Ireland: nay, ſhould France join 


againſt the Engliſh, the Danes could not act againſt that 3 
power or Spain, except as part of an army formed in 
Germany or Flanders. This body of Danes may be ſaid, 
therefore, to have been retained for the defence and pro- 


tection of Hanover: or, if the intereſt of Britain was at 


all conſulted in the treaty, it muſt have been in prevent- 
ing the Danes from joining their fleets to thoſe of France 
and Spain. Then he argued againſt the ſecond part of 
the meſſage with great vivacity. He faid nothing could 
be more dangerous to the conſtitution than a general and 


unlimited vote of credit. Such a demand our anceſtors 
would have heard with amazement, and rejected with 
ſcorn. He affirmed that the practice was but of modern 
date in England: that it was never heard of before the 
Revolution ; and never became frequent until the nation 


was bleſſed with the preſent wiſe adminiſtration. He 
fard, if ever a general vote of credit and confidence 
ſhould become a cuſtomary compliment from the parlia- 


ment to the crown at the end of every ſeſſion, or as often 


as the miniſter might think fit to deſire it, parliaments 


would grow deſpicable in the eyes of the people : then a 


proclamation might be eaſily ſubſtituted in its ſtead, and 
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miniſters, it becomes an uſeleſs and unneceſſary burthen 
on the people. The repreſentatives muſt always be paid 


ſome way or other: if their wages are not paid openly 
and ſurely by their reſpective conſtituents, as they were 
formerly, a majority of them may in future times be al- 


ways ready to accept of wages from the adminiſtration, 


= and theſe muſt come out of the pockets of the people. 


The Duke of Argyle and the Earl of Cheſterfield enlarg- 
#7 cd upon the ſame topicks. Nevertheleſs, the Houſe com- 


plied with the meſſage; and preſented an addreſs, in which 


they not only approved of the treaty with Denmark, but 


likewiſe aſſured, his Majeſty they would concur with his 
meaſures, and ſupport him in fulfilling his engagements, as 
well as in making ſuch further augmentation of his forces 


7 by ſea and land, as he ſhould think neceſſary for the ho- 
nour, intereſt, and ſafety of theſe kingdoms. 

 $XXI. The fame meſſage being communicated to the 
Commons, they voted ſeventy thouſand five hundred and 


eighty three pounds, for the ſubſidy to Denmark, and 


five hundred thouſand pounds for augmenting the forces 


on any emergency. As Great-Britain ſtood engaged by 
the convention to pay the crown of Spain the ſum of 
fixty thouſand pounds in conſideration of the ſhips taken 
and deſtroyed by Sir George Byng, which ſum was to be 
applied to the relief of the Britiſh merchants who had 
ſuffered by the Spaniſh depredations, the Commons inſert- 
ed in a bill a clauſe, providing for this ſum to be paid 
by the parliament. When the bill was read in the 
Houſe of Lords a motion was made by Lord Bathurſt 
tor an addreſs, to know, whether Spain had paid the 


money ſtipulated by the convention, as the time limited 


for the payment of it was now expired? The Duke of New- 


caſtle, by his Majeſty's permiſſion, acquainted the Houſe, 


that it was not paid; and that Spain had as yet given 
no reaſon for the non-payment. Then a day was appoint- 


ed to conſider the ſtate of the nation, when Lord Carteret 


moved 
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cient 3 for when a parliament ceaſes to be a check upon . . F 
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BOOK moved for a reſolution, that the failure of Spain in this 


1739. 


majority. The miniſter, in order to atone in ſome mea- 'F 


proper reſtrictions; and the other making more effectual 


tion of foreign ſugars, tum, and melaſſes into Great-Britain, 


cellor in his Majeſty's name prorogued the parliament“. 
againſt the Spaniards : a promotion was made of general“ 
aſſembled at Spithead; a re-enforcement ſet out to 
Admiral Haddock ; and an embargo laid on all merchant Þ | 
ſhips outward bound. Notwithſtanding theſe prepara- | 


declared to the court of Spain, that his maſter, although | 
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ot be 
particular was a breach of the convention, a high indig- &his Ls 
nity to his Majeſty, and an injuſtice to the nation: but Ma) 
after a warm debate, this motion was over-ruled by the | 1 pad 
tand, 
fure for the unpopular ſtep he had taken in the conven- 1 | 
tion. allowed a ſalutary law to paſs for the encouragement ad 
of the woollen manufacture; and two bills in behalf of yo 4 
the ſugar colonies, one permitting them, for a limited time, "ny 
to export their produce ditectl e under 
po p aly to foreign parts, 1 us 00 


in or 
proviſions for ſceuring the duties laid upon the importa- 


and his Majeſty's plantations in America. The ſupplies + 
being voted, the funds eſtabliſhed, and the crown grati- |! 
fied in every particular, the King cloſed the ſeffion with; 
a ſpeech on the foutteenth day of June, when the Chan- 


XXII. Letters of marque and repriſal were granted L 


officers : the troops were augmented : a great fleet was 


tions of war, Mr. Keen, the Britiſh miniſter at Madrid, he 


he had permitted his ſubjects to make repriſals, would 
Boys 5 3 not 

* Among the laws enacted in the courſe of this ſeſſion was an act againſt h 
gaming, which had become univerſal through all ranks of people, and as n 
likely to prove deſtructive of all morals, induſtry, and ſentiment, Ano- ff betw! 
ther bill paſſed, for granting a reward to Joanna Stevens, on her diſco» . 
vering, for the benefit of the publick, a noſtrum for the cure of perſons | 
afflicted with the ſtone ; a medicine which has by no means anſwered War, 
the expectations of the legiſlature, 1 

In the Houſe of Lords complaint was made by Lord Delawar, of a ſa» | 
tire, intituled Manners, written by Mr. Whitehead; in which ſome cha- effec 


racters of diſtinction were ſeverely laſhed, in the true ſpirit of poetry. 8 J 
It was voted a libel; a motion was made to take the author in:o cuſtody : | 

but he having withdrawn himſelf, the reſentment of the Houſe fell upon to th 
R. Dodſley, the publiſher of the work, who was committed to the uſher army 


of the black-rod, though Lord Carterer, the Earl of *— and 0 
Talbot, ſpoke i in his behalf, | 
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: this permiſſion would be recalled as ſoon as his Catholic 
but! 2 ajeſty ſhould be diſpoſed to make the ſatisfaction which 
the A ad ba ſo juſtly demanded. He was given to under- 
ſtand, that the King of Spain looked upon thoſe repriſals 
as acts of hoſtility 5 and that he hoped, with the aſſiſtance 
5 0 of heaven and his allies, he ſhould be able to ſupport a 
of 7 rood cauſe againſt his adverſaries. He publiſhed a ma- 
ne. nifeſto in juſtification of his own conduct, complaining 
ger that Admiral Haddock had received orders to cruiſe with 
nal | 5 his ſquadron between the capes St. Vincent and St. Mary, 
ta- in order to ſurpriſe the aſſogue ſhips ; that letters of re- 
= = bad been publiſhed at London, in an indecent ſtyle, 
and even carried into execution in different parts of the 


55 world. He excuſed his non-payment of the ninety-five 


ing that the Britiſh court had firſt contravened the arti- 


K. 2 
<a | 5 continuing to fortify Georgia; by re- enforcing the ſqua- 


dron at Jamaica; and by eluding the payment of the 
1 ſixty- eight thouſand pounds due to Spain from the South- 


1 Sea company, on the aſſiento for negroes. The French 
t | ambaſſador at the Hague, declared that the King his 
* = maſter was obliged by treaties to aſſiſt his Catholick 
id, Majeſty by ſea and land, in caſe he ſnould be attacked; 


be diſſuaded the States - General from eſpouſing the quar- 


10 rel of Great-Britain; and they aſſured him they would 
| obſerve a ſtrict neutrality, though they could not avoid 
1 furniſhing his Britannick · Majeſty with ſuch ſuccours 
and] as he could demand, by virtue of the treaties ſubſiſting 
wh 5 between the two powers. The people of England were 
on: inſpired with uncommon alacrity at the near proſpect of 


_ miniſtry ſeeing it unavoidable, began to be earneſt and 


ſa» 
ha- effectual in their preparations. 

5 
5 XXIII. The events of war were till unfavourable 
on to the Emperor. He had beſtowed the command of his 
her 


his 


0 © {thouſand pounds ſtipulated in the convention, by affirm- 


cles of that treaty, by the orders ſent to Haddock; by 


| war, for which they had ſo long clamoured ; and the 


5 2 upon Velt mareſchal Count Wallis, who aſſembled | 
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be underſtood to have broken the peace; ; and that HA p. 
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_ 


Ottoman Porte. The Count de Neuperg, as Imperial 
plenipotentiary, ſigned the preliminaries on the firſt day of 7 Adm 


two officers were actually diſgraced, and confined inf 


ſacrifice to the reſentment of the Czarina, who loudly |: 
complained, that the Emperor had concluded a ſeparate Þ7 . 


made himſelf maſter of that place, in which he found two 


his forces in the neighbourhood of Belgrade, and advanoll hund 


ed towards Crotſka, where he was attacked by the Turk; 4 ruine 
with ſuch impetuoſity and perſeverance, that he war covite 
obliged to give ground, after a long and obſtinate engage. Czari 
ment, in which he loſt above fix thouſand men. The Earl unabl 
of Crawford, who ſerved as a volunteer in the Imperial empit 
army, ſignalized his courage in an extraordinary manner the w 
on this occaſion, and received a dangerous wound, off tion, 

which he never perfectly recovered. The Turks were as l 

_ afterwards worſted at Jabouka : nevertheleſs, their grand Y tifca 
army inveſted Belgrade on the fide of Servia, and carried Were 
on the operations of the ſiege with extraordinary vigour. 

The Emperor, dreading the loſs of this place, ſeeing his WAS 
finances exhauſted, and his army conſiderably diminiſhed, 5 the \ 


conſented to a negociation for peace, which was tranſ- £ | Cara 
Re . 


acted under the mediation of the French ambaſſador at the ing h 
| great 


September. They were ratified by the Emperor, though|Þ aſſun 


he pretended to be diſſatisfied with the articles; and de- to an 


clared that his miniſter had exceeded his powers. By : This 


this treaty the houſe of Auſtria ceded to the Grand Houſ 


Signor Belgrade, Sabatz, Servia, Auſtrian Walachia, the ſures 
iſle and fortreſs of Orſova, with the fort of St. Elizabeth; what 


and the contracting powers agreed that the Danube and 4 times 


the Saave ſhould ſerve as boundaries to the two empires. 1 4 go 


The Emperor publiſhed a circular letter, addreſſed to his hanc 


miniſters at all the courts in Europe, blaming Count 
Wallis for the bad ſucceſs of the laſt campaign, and diſ- Z ! thoſe 


owning the negociations of Count Neuperg : nay, theſe he 5 
mig 


it wit 


different caſtles. This, however, was no other than a £ 
mout 


peace, contrary to his engagements with the Ruffian | 
empire. Her general, Count Munich, had obtained 32 
victory over the Turks at Choczim in Moldavia, and 


hundred 


[03:0 RE: 0 


© ruined by the incurſions of the Tartars, that the Muſ- 
covites could not ſubſiſt in it during the winter. The 
Carina finding herſelf abandoned by the Emperor, and 
unable to cope with the whole power of the Ottoman 
empire, took the firſt opportunity of putting an end to 
the war upon honourable terms. After a ſhort negocia- 
tion, the conferences ended in a treaty, by which ſhe 


vuere re-eſtabliſhed between the two empires. 
was now become inevitable. The Engliſh ſquadron in 
Caracca ſhips. The King had iſſued orders for augment- 


ing his land- forces, and raifing a body of marines : and a 


aſſume the command of the ſquadron in thoſe ſeas; and 


was left in poſſeſſion of Aſoph, on condition that its for- 
tifications ſhould be demoliſhed ; and the ancient limits 


(XXIV. A rupture between Great-Britain and Spain 


the Mediterranean had already made prize of two rich 
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nundred pieces of artillery : but the country was ſo CHAP, 
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great number of ſhips of war were put in commiſſion. 
3 Admiral Vernon had been ſent to the Weſt-Indies, to 


to annoy the trade and ſettlements of the Spaniards. | 


By This gentleman had rendered himſelf conſiderable in the 


= Houſe of Commons, by loudly condemning all the mea- 
ſures of the miniſtry, and bluntly ſpeaking his ſentiments, 


times without any regard to decorum. He was counted 


[7 a good officer, and this boiſterous manner ſeemed to en- 
hance his character. As he had once commanded a ſqua- 


= © thoſe ſeas ; and in a debate upon the Spaniſh depredations, 
he chanced to affirm, that Porto-Bello on the Spaniſh main 
4 Y mighe be eaſily taken: nay, he even undertook to reduce 
i with fix ſhips only. This offer was echoed from the 
mouths of all the members in the oppoſition. Vernon 
[2 was extolled as another Drake or Raleigh: he became the 
. idol of a party, and his praiſe reſounded from all corners 
of the kingdom. The miniſter, in order to appeaſe the 
clamours of the people on this ſubject, ſent him as com- 
5 mander j in chief to the Weſt- Indies. He was pleaſed with 


18 
ras 
2" 
£73; 


8 whatever they were, without reſpect of perſons, and ſome- 


An 


dron i in Jamaica, he was perfectly well acquainted with 
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their feats in the Houſe of Commons; and Mr. Pulteney ; 
thought proper to vindicate the extraordinary ſtep which 
they had taken. 
ceſſary, as affairs then ſtood, for clearing their characters to 
poſterity from the imputation of fitting in an aſſembly where 


to the diſgrace of his Majeſty and the nation. 


“ he) is an echo of what was ſaid in our reaſoning3 
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BO 0 K an opportunity to remove ſuch a tba cenſor from 3 fc 
| the Houſe of Commons ; and perhaps, he was not without 4 5 
X: 1 Hope, that Vernon would diſgrace himſelf and his party, *© f 
| - by failing in the exploit he had undertaken, His Catho- 3 92 0 
lick Majeſty having ordered all the Britiſh ſhips in his tha 

| harbours to be ſeiſed and detained, the King of England the 

would keep meaſure with him no longer, but denounced | ſho 

war againſt him on the twenty-third day of October. VE 
Many Engliſh merchants began to equip priyateers, and Ma 

arm their trading veſſels, to protect their own commerce, ma 

as well as to diſtreſs that of the enemy. The ſeſſion of 8a 
parliament was opened in November, when the King, in of 

his ſpeech to both Houſes, declared that he had augment- Ro 

ed his forces by ſea and land, purſuant to the power veſted no 

in him by parliament for the ſecurity of his dominions, nat 

the protection of trade, and the annoyance of the enemy; had 

and he expreſſed his apprehenfion, that the heats and rall 
animoſities which had been induſtriouſly fomentedthrough- | pal: 

out the kingdom encouraged Spain to a& in ſuch a man- wat 

ner as rendered it neceſſary for him to have recourſe to anc 

arms. In anſwer to this ſpeech, affectionate addreſſes | ſho 


were preſented by both Houſes, without any conſiderable ; 8 


oppoſition. 3 
S XXV. The ſeceding members had again reſumed |: 


He ſaid, they thought that ſtep was ne- 


a determined majority gave a ſanction to meaſures evidently 
He obſerv- 
ed, that their conduct was ſo fully juſtified by the decla- 
ration of war againſt Spain, that any further vindication 
would be ſuperfluous; for every aſſertion contained in it 
had been almoſt in the ſame words inſiſted upon by thoſe 
who oppoſed the convention : © Every ſentence in it (added 


* againſt that treaty : every poſitive trath which the 
6. declaration 
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m 2 et declaration lays down was denied with the utmoſt con- C H A P. 
ut 1 « fidence by thoſe who ſpoke for the convention; and, 1. 2. 
y, 1 „ fince that time, there has not one event happened which 35739. 
o. was not then foreſeen and foretold.” He propoſed, 

lis that in maintaining the war, the Spaniſh ſettlements in 


nd the Weſt-Indies ſhould be attacked ; and that the miniſtry 
ed ſhould not have the power to give up the conqueſts that 
er. might be made. He faid he heartily wiſhed, for his 


nd Majeſty's honour and ſervice, that no mention had been 
be, made of heats and animoſities in the King's ſpeech 3 and 
of gave it as his opinion, that they ſhould take no notice 


in of that clauſe in their addreſs. He was anſwered by Sir 
Robert Walpole, who took occaſion to ſay, he was in 


no great concern leſt the ſervice of his Majeſty or the 


ns, F nation ſhould ſuffer by the abſence of thoſe members wo 


had quitted the Houſe : he affirmed the nation was gene- 


ch - paſſed towards the end of the laſt ſeffion were greatly for- 
in- warded and facilitated by the ſeceſſion of thoſe gentlemen; 
to and, if they were returned only to oppoſe and perplex, he 
les ſhould not be at all ſorry to ſee them ſecede again. 
ble $XXVI Mr. Pulteney revived the bill which he had 
£ formerly prepared for the encouragement of ſeamen. 
jede After a long diſpute and eager oppoſition by the mini- 
ey = ftry, it paſſed both Houſes, and obtained the royal aſſent. 
ich! Mr. Sandys having obſerved, that there could be no 
nes immediate uſe for a great number of forces in the king- 
5 to dom; and explained how little ſervice could be expected 
ere from raw and undiſciplined men; propoſed an addreſs to 
tly the King, defiring that the body of marines ſhould be 
rv- compoſed of drafts from the old regiments : that as few 
la- © ofhcers ſhould be appointed as the nature of the caſe 
ion would permit; and he expreſſed his hope, that the Houſe 
it would recommend this method to his Majeſty, in tender 
ole ſÞ; compaſſion to his people, already burthened with many 
ded heavy and grievous taxes. This ſcheme was repugnant 
nes to the intention of the miniſtry, whoſe aim was to in- 
the eteaſe the number of their dependents, and extend their 
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rally ſenſible, that the many uſeful and popular acts which 
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parliamentary intereſt, by granting a great number f a 
commiſſions. The propoſal was, therefore, after a long þ 
debate, rejected by the majority. Motions were made for ¶ a 
an enquiry into the conduct of thoſe who concluded the 2 * 
convention; but they were over- ruled. The penſion- a 


bill was revived, and ſo powerfully ſupported by the elo- J 
1 quence of Sir William Wyndham, Mr. Pulteney, and £6 
10 Mr. Lyttelton, that it made its way through the Commons 7 pt 


j to the Upper Houſe, where it was again loſt, upon a divi- 41 
I ſion, after a very long debate. As the ſeamen of the 5, 
Wi e J 
1 kingdom expreſſed uncommon averſion to the ſervice of the W h 
| Fl 9 government, and the fleet could not be manned without ge 
M great difficulty, the miniſtry prepared a bill, which was 


0 | brought in by Sir Charles Wager, for regiſtering all ſea- 
men, watermen, fiſhermen, and lightermen throughout 
Wi | his Majeſty's dominions. Had this bill paſſed into a law, 
ul | | a Britiſh ſailor would have been reduced to the moſt abje& 
aj degree of ſlavery : had he removed from a certain diſtrict 
0 allotted for the place of his reſidence, he would have been 
il [ deemed a deſerter, and puniſhed accordingly : he muſt 
Wh | have appeared, when ſummoned, at all hazards, whatever 
. might have been the circumſtances of his family, or the 
D ſtate of his private affairs: had he been incumbered with 
N debt, he muſt either have incurred the penalties of this 
Will | law, or lain at the mercy of his creditors : had he acquired 
Mil Wt: by induſtry, or received by inheritance, an ample fortune, 
Ml | he would have been liable to be torn from his poſſeſſions, N 
0 and ſubjected to hardſhips which no man would endure : 
2368 but from the ſenſe of fear or indigence. The bill was fo 
1008 vigorouſly oppoſed by Sir John Barnard and others, as a 
110 | Bagrant encroachment on the liberties of the people, that 
10 the Houſe rejected it on the ſecond reading. 
1 F $ XXVII. The King having by meſſage communi- 
WH 5 cated to the Houſe his intention of diſpoſing the Princeſs 
Mary in marriage to Prince Frederick of Heſſe; and ex- 
| preſſing his hope, that the Commons would enable him 
to give a ſuitable portion to his daughter; they unanimouſ 
ly reſolved to grant forty thouſand pounds for that purpoſe ; 
| and 
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of and preſented an addreſs of thanks to his Majeſty, for c HAP. 
ng having communicated to the Houle this intended marri- VI. 

for age. On the thirteenth day of March a ſhip arrived from $7396 
he the Weſt-Indies, diſpatched by Admiral Vernon, with an 
n- account of his having taken Porto-Bello, on the iſthmus of 

lo- E Darien, with ſix ſhips only, and demoliſhed all the forti- 

nd 5 fications of the place. 'The Spaniards acted with ſuch 

Ns MY puſillanimity on this occaſion, that their forts were taken 


vi- almoſt without bloodſhed. The two Houſes of parliament 
the Joined in an addreſs of congratulation upon this ſucceſs of 
the his Majeſty's arms ; and the nation in general was won- 
out derfully elated by an exploit which was magnified much 
EY above its merit. The Commons granted every thing the 
89855 crown thought proper to demand. They provided for 
out : eight-and-twenty thouſand land- forces, beſides fix thou- 
Ws ſand marines. They enabled his Majeſty to equip a very 
ect powerful navy: they voted the ſubſidy to the King of 
0 Denmark; and they empowered their ſovereign to defray 


0 certain extraordinary expenſes not ſpecified in the eſti- 
ſuſt 


W mates. To anſwer theſe uncommon grants, they im- 
VE | poſed a land- tax of four ſhillings in the pound; and enabled 
75 his Majeſty to deduct twelve hundred thouſand pounds 
455 3 from the finking fund: in a word, the expenſe of the war, 
ired ! during the courſe of the enſuing year, amounted to about 
23 4 four millions. The ſeſſion was cloſed on the twenty- 
Fay 1 ninth day of April, when the King thanked the Com- 


mons for the ſupplies they had ſo liberally granted, and 
recommended union and moderation to both Houſes. 

3 S XXVIII. During the greateſt part of this winter, An, 1749: 
the poor had been grievouſly afflicted in conſequence of a 
ſevere froſt, which began at Chriſtmas and continued till 

the latter end of February. The river Thames was co- 

E vered with ſuch a cruſt of ice, that a multitude of people 
duwelled upon it in tents, and a great number of booths 

vere erected for the entertainment of the populace. The 

7 navigation was entirely ſtopped : the watermen and fiſher- 

men were diſabled from earning a livelihood : the fruits of 

the earth were deſtroyed by the cold, which was ſo extreme, 

FF D 2 that 
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that many perſons were chilled to death and this cala- 


mity was the more deeply felt, as the poor could not afford 


to ſupply themſelves with ceals and fuel, which were ad- 
vanced in price, in proportion to the ſeverity and continu- 
_ ance of the froſt. The lower claſs of labourers, who 


worked in the open air, were now deprived of all means 
of ſubſiſtence { many kinds of manufacture were laid aſide, 
becauſe it was found impraQticable to carry them on. The 


price of all forts of proviſion roſe almoſt to a dearth : even 


water was fold in the ſtreets of London. In this 


_ feaſon of diſtreſs, many wretched families muſt have pe- 
_ Fiſhed by cold and hunger, had not thoſe of opulent for- 


tunes been inſpired with a remarkable ſpirit of compathon 


and humanity. Nothing can more redound to the honour 
of the Engliſh nation, than did thoſe inſtances of bene- 


volence and welt conducted charity which were then ex- 
hibited. The liberal hand was not only opened to the pro- 
feſfed beggar, and the poor that owned their diſtreſs : but 
uncommon pains were taken to find out and reheve thoſe 


more unhappy obje ds, who from motives of falſe pride, or 


ingenuous ſhame, endeavoured to conceal their miſery. 


Theſe were aſſiſted almoſt in their own deſpite. The 


8 ſolitary habitations of the widow, the fatherleſs, and the 


_ Unfortunate were viſited by the beneficent, who felt for 


the woes of their fellow-creatures 3 and to ſuch as refuſe to 
receive a portion of the publick charity, the neceſſaries of 
lite were. privately conveyed, in ſuch a manner as could 
leaſt ſhock the delicacy of their diſpoſitions. 
XXIX. In the beginning of May, the King of Great 


Britain ſet out for Hanover, after having appointed a re- 


gency, and concerted vigorous meaſures for diſtreſſing the 
enemy. In a few days after his departure, the ſpouſals of 


_ the Princeſs Mary were celebrated by proxy, the Duke 
of Cumberland repreſenting the Prince of Heſſe, and in 
June the Princeſs embarked for the continent. About 
the ſame time, a floop arrived in England with diſpatches 


from Admiral Vernon, who, ſince his adventure at Porto- 


| Bello, hag bombarded. N and taken the fort of 


San 


the Weſt-Indies. 
ſtrong ſquadron of Spaniſh ſhips of war waited at Ferrol 
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San Lorenzo, on the river of Chagre, in the neighbour- H A p. 


hood of his former conqueſt. This month was likewiſe 
marked by the death of his Pruffian Majeſty, a prince by 
no means remarkable for great or amiable qualities. He 


was ſucceeded on the throne by Frederick his eldeſt ſon, 


the reigning king of that realm, who has fo eminently 
diſtinguiſhed himſelf as a warrior and legiſlator, In Au- 


guſt the King of Great-Britain concluded a treaty with 
the Landgrave of Heſſe, who engaged to furniſh him with 
a body of fix thouſand men for four years, in confide- 


ration of an annual ſubſidy of two hundred and fifty thou- 
{and crowns. 


$ XXX. Mean while, preparations of war were vigo- 


ronlly carried on by the miniſtry in England. They had 


wiſely reſolved to annoy the Spaniards in their American 
poſſeſſions. Three ſhips of war cruiſing in the bay of 
Biſcay, fell in with a large Spaniſh ſhip of the line ſtrong- 
ly manned, and took her after a very obſtinate engage · 
ment: but the aſſogue ſhips arrived, with the treaſure, 


in Spain, notwithſtanding the vigilance of the Engliſh 
commanders, who were ſtationed in a certain latitude to 


intercept that flota, One camp was formed on Hounſlow 
heath; and fix thouſand marines lately levied were en- 
camped on the ifle of Wight, in order to be embarked for 
Intelligence being received that a 


for orders to fail to their American ſettlements, Sir John 


Norris failed with a powerful fleet from Spithead, to diſ- 


pute their voyage; and the Duke of Cumberland ſerved in 


perſon as a Volunteer in this expedition: but, after divers 


fruitleſs efforts, he was by contrary winds obliged to lie 


inactive for the greateſt part of the ſummer in Torbay; 
and, upon advice that the French and Spaniſh ſquadrons 
had failed to the Weſt-Indies in conjunction, the deſign 


againſt Ferrol was wholly laid aſide. In September, a 


ſmall ſquadron of ſhips, commanded by Commodore 
Anſon, ſet fail for the South-ſea, in order to act againſt 
the enemy on the coaſt of Chili and Pery, and co-operate 


occaſionally 
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BOOK occaſionally with Admiral Vernon acroſs the iſthmus of 
Darien. . The ſcheme was well laid, but ruined by un- 


" neceſſary delays, and unforeſeen accidents. But the hopes 
of the nation centered chiefly in a formidable armament 
deſigned for the northern coaſt of New Spain, and his 
Catholick Majeſty's other ſettlements on that fide of the 


Atlantick. Commiſſions had been iſſued for raiſing a re- 


giment of four battalions in the Engliſh colonies of 


North-America, that they might be tranſported to Ja- 


maica, and join the forces from England. Theſe, con- 
ſiſting of the marines, and detachments from ſome old 
regiments, were embarked in October at the iſle of Wight, 
under the command of Lord Cathcart, a nobleman of ap- 


proved honour, and great experience in the art of war; 


and they ſailed under convoy of Sir Chaloner Ogle, with a 


fleet of ſeven and-twenty ſhips of the line, beſides frigates, 


fire-ſhips, bomh-ketches, and tenders. They were likewiſe 
furniſhed with hoſpital-ſhips, and ſtore-ſhips, laden with 


proviſion, ammunition, all ſorts of warlike implements, and 
every kind of convenience. Never was an armament more 
completely equipped; and never had the nation more reaſon 


to hope for extraordinary ſucceſs. 
$ XXXI. On the twentieth day of October, Charles VI. 
Emperor of Germany, the. laſt prince of the houſe of 


Auſtria, died at Vienna, and was ſucceeded in his here- 


ditary dominions by his eldeſt daughter, the Archducheſs 
Maria Thereſa, married to the Grand Duke of Tuſcany. 
Though this princeſs ſucceeded as Queen of Hungary, by 


virtue of the pragmatic ſanction guaranteed by all the 


powers in Europe, her ſucceſſion produced ſuch conteſts 
as kindled a cruel ar in the empire. The young King 


of Pruſſia was no ſooner informed of the Emperor's death, 


than he entered Sileſia at the head of twenty t houſand 


men; ſeiſed certain fiefs to which his family laid claim; 
and publiſhed a manifeſto, declaring that he had no intention 
to contravene the pragmatic ſanction. The Elector of 


Bavaria refuſed to acknowledge the Archducheſs as Queen 


of Hungary and Bohemia, alledging that he himſelf had 


Pretenſions to thoſe countries, as the deſcendant of the 
manner 
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preventing the exportation of corn, and for more effec- 
tual methods to man the fleet at this conjuncture. The 
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Emperor Ferdinand I. who was head of the German H AP. 


branch of the houſe of Auſtria. Charles VI. was ſur- 
vived but a few days by his ally, the Czarina Anne Iwan- 
owna, who died in the forty-fifth year of her age, after 


having bequeathed her crown to Iwan, or John, the in- 


fant ſon of her niece, the Princeſs Anne of Mecklenbourg, 
who had been married to Anthony Ulrick, Duke of 
Brunſwick Lunenburg-Bevern. She appointed the Duke 
of Courland regent of the empire, and even guardian of 
the young Czar, though his own parents were alive : but 


this diſpoſition was not long maintained. 
$ XXXII. The King of Great-Britain having returned 


to England from his German deminions, the ſeſſion of 
parliament was opened in November. His Majeſty afſured 


them, on this occaſion, that he was determined to proſe- 
cute the war vigorouſly, even though France ſhould 


eſpouſe the cauſe of Spain, as her late conduct ſeemed to 


favour this ſuppoſition, He took notice of the Empe- 
ror's death, as an event which in all likelihood would 
open a new ſcene of affairs in Europe : he, therefore, 


recommended to their conſideration the neceſſary ſup- 


plies for putting the nation in ſuch a poſture that it ſhould 
have nothing to fear from any emergency. Finally, he 
defired them to conſider of ſome proper regulations for 


Commons, after having voted an addreſs of thanks, 


ASS 


brought in a bill for prohibiting the exportation of corn 


and proviſions, tor a limited time, out of Great-Britain, 
Ireland, and the American plantations. This was a 
meaſure calculated to diſtreſs the enemy, who were ſup- 


poſed to be in want of theſe neceſſaries. The French 


had contracted for a very large quantity of beef and pork 
in Ireland, for the uſe of their own and of the Spaniſh 
navy; and an embargo had been laid upon the ſhips of 


that kingdom. This bill met with a vigorous oppoſition : 


yet the Houſe unanimouſly reſolved, that his Majeſty 
ſhould be addreſſed to lay an immediate embargo upon all 


ſhips 
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BOO K ſhips laden with corn, grain, ftarch, rice, beef, pork, 


and other proviſions, to be exported to foreign parts. 
They likewiſe reſolved that the thanks of the Houſe ſhould 
be given to Vice-Admiral Vernon, for the ſervices he had 
done to his king and country in the Weſt-Indies. One 
William Cooley was examined at the bar of the Houſe, 
and committed to priſon, after having owned himſelf au- 
thor of a paper intituled, „“ Conſiderations upon the 
embargo on proviſion of viQtual.” The performance 
contained many ſhrewd and ſevere animadverſions upon 
the government, for having taken a ſtep which, without 


anſwering the purpoſe of diſtreſſing the enemy, would 


prove-a grievous diſcouragement to trade, and ruin all the 
graziers of Ireland. Notwithſtanding the arguments uſed 
in this remonſtrance, and ſeveral petitions that were pre · 
ſented againſt the corn- bill, it paſſed by mere dint of mi- 


niſterial influence. The other party endeavoured, by va- 


rious motions, to ſet on foot an enquiry into the orders, 
letters, and inſtructions which had been ſent to Admi- 
ral Vernon and Admiral Haddock : but all ſuch ee 


tions were carefully avoided, 


$ XXXIIL A very hot conteſt aroſe from a bill which 


the miniſtry brought in under the ſpecious title of, A bill 
for the encouragement and increaſe of ſeamen, and for 


the better and ſpeedier manning his Majeſty's fleet. 


This was a revival of the oppreſſive ſcheme which had 


been rejected in the former ſeſſion; a ſcheme by which 


the juſtices of the peace were empowered to iſſue war- 
rants to conſtables and headboroughs, to ſearch by day 
or night for ſuch ſea-faring men as ſhould conceal them- 
ſelves within their reſpective juriſdictions. Thoſe ſearch- 
ers were veſted with authority to force open doors, in 


caſe of reſiſtance ; and encouraged to this violence by a 


reward for every ſeaman they ſhould diſcover 3 while the 
unhappy wretches fo diſcovered were dragged into the 
| ſervice, and their names entered in a regiſter to be kept at 
the Navy or the Admiralty-office. Such a plan of ty- 
ranny did not paſs uncenſured. Every exceptionable 
clauſe 
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Mmard, Mr. Pulteney, Mr. Sandys, Lord Gage, Mr. Pitt, 
Lad Mr. Lyttelton, ſignalized themſelves nobly in de- 


„ 25 
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Ning expreſſed a laudable indignation at ſuch a large 
4 ſtride towards deſpotick power, in juſtification of which 
Er, nothing could be urged but the plea of neceſſity, Mr. H. 


Warcaſms. He reflected upon his youth; and obſerved 
that the difcovery of truth was very little promoted by 
7 pompous diction and theatrical emotion. Theſe infinua- 
| ions expoſed him to a ſevere reply. Mr. Pitt ſtanding 
e whether youth could be juſtly imputed to any man as 
1 2 reproach : but he affirmed, that the wretch, who 
3 after having ſeen the conſequences of repeated errors, 
c continues ftill to blunder, and whoſe age has only 
added obſtinacy to ſtupidity, is ſurely the object of 
e either abhorrence or contempt, and deſerves not that 
i * his. grey head ſhould ſecure him from inſults : much 
e more is he to be abhorred, who, as he has advanced 
ein age, has receded from virtue, and becomes more 
wicked with leſs temptation ; who proſtitutes himſelf 


SY, 
_ 
75 


5 * remains of his life in the ruin of his country.“ —Peti- 


: ty of Glouceſter, againft the bill, as detrimental to the 
. trade and navigation of the kingdom, by diſcouraging 


1 liberties of the ſubject: but they were both rejected, as 
Saſults upon the Houſe of Commons. After very long 
Wicbates, maintained on both fides with extraordinary 


7 the bill paſſed with amendments, 

| $XXXIV. But the moſt remarkable incident of this 
7: fion was an open and perſonal attack upon the mini- 
Per, who was become extremely unpopular all over the 
Ungdom. The people were now more than ever rer 
3 5 


er the liberties of their fellow ſubjects. Mr. Pitt 


alpole thought proper to attack him with ſome perſonal 


1 again, ſaid, He would not undertake to determine 


tor money which he cannot enjoy; and ſpends the 


tions were preſented from the city of London, and coun- 


: Father than encouraging ſailors, and deſtructive to the 


Eerdour and emotion, the ſevere clauſes were dropped, and 


4r 


auſe produced a warm debate, in which Sir John Bar- G H Ap. 
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BOOK of the grievous taxes under which they eroancd ; and ſaw Ir thi: 


II. 


had received from the miniſtry, though in fact his want 
of ſucceſs was owing to accident. Admiral Vernon had 


opportunity of vengeance. Mr. Sandys went up to Si 


their burthens daily increaſing. No effectual attempt Wit tai 
had as yet been made to annoy the enemy. Expenſive ppoin 


ſquadrons had been equipped; had made excurſions, eech 


and returned without ſtriking a blow. The Spaniſh fleet 
had failed firſt from Cadiz, and then from Ferrol, with-F Jon, i 
out any interuption from Admiral Haddock, who com- any 
manded the Britiſh ſquadron in the Mediterranean, ani; bel 
who was ſuppoſed to be reſtricted by the inſtructions he hho d 
$ration 
Er of 
written from the Weſt-Indies to his private friends, that. wit! 
he was negle&ed, and in danger of being facrificed.Þ® tent 


Wiſcon 


Notwithſtanding the numerous navy which the nationÞ@ are 


maintained, the Spaniſh privateers made prize of the Bri-B$ plai 
tiſh merchant ſhips with impunity. In violation of trea- I mes 
ties, and in contempt of that intimate connexion which alte 
had been fo long cultivated between the French andÞ# req 
Engliſh miniſtry, the King of France had ordered the Sir, 
harbour and fortifications of Dunkirk to be repaired : his min 


. 


fleet had ſailed to the Weſt-Indies, in conjunction with thatÞ boy 


of Spain; and the merchants of England began to trembl: « thoc 


for Jamaica: finally, commerce was in a manner ſuſpend-Þ& is 


ed, by the practice of preſſing ſailors into the ſervice, andÞ cou 


by the embargo which had been laid upon ſhips in all the the 
Ports of Great Britain and Ireland. Theſe cauſes of po-Mociat! 


pular diſcontent, added to other complaints which had Porec 
been ſo long repeated againſt the miniſter, exaggerated « ſpot 
and inculcated by his enemies with unwearied induſtry, Maving 
at length rendered him ſo univerſally odious, that hi the 


name was ſeldom or never mentioned with decency, ex- t e Wz 


_ cept by his own dependents. pr an 


$XXXV. The country-party in parliament ſeiſed this 


Hove 
Pr eve 


Robert Walpole in the Houſe, and told him, that on Fr 
day next he ſhould bring a charge againſt him in publick-}W » vp 


The miniſter ſeemed to be ſurpriſed at this unexpected ot an 
intimation; but, after a ſhort pauſe, thanked him politely KW 
{or Ulte 
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| aſi Þr this previous notice, and ſaid ke deſired no \ favour, CHAP. 


mp 


five! 


pt fair play“. Mr. Sandys, at the time which he had 

pointed for this accuſation, ſtood up, and in a ſtudied 
ons, i eech entered into a long deduction of the miniſter's 
fleet : bifcondua. He infiſted upon the diſcontents of the na- 
vith- 1 lon, in conſequence of the meaſures which had been for 
-oM-Bhany years purſued at home and abroad. He profeſſed 
andſhis belief that there was not a gentleman in the Houſe 


is he no did not know that one ſingle perſon in the admini- 


want! 


haifſr of all thoſe meaſures. „ This (added he) is known 
that without doors, as well as within; therefore, the diſcon- 
iced. S tents, the reproaches, and even the curſes of the people 
1t10n 


"RS are all directed againſt that fingle perſon. They com- 
'Bri-BG plain of preſent meaſures : they have ſuffered by paſt 
trea- g meaſures : they expect no redreſs; they expect no 


Fhichſ alteration or amendment, whilſt he has a ſhare in di- 


* * 2 * 8 
n 
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and recting or adviſing our future adminiſtration. Theſe, 


| theſ® Sir, are the ſentiments of the people in regard to that 
bis miniſter : theſe ſentiments we are in honour and duty 


that bound to repreſent to his Majeſty ; and the proper me- 
mbleſ t thod for doing this, as eſtabliſhed by our conſtitution, 
end- Z is to addreſs his, Majeſty to remove him from his 
ande councils.” He then proceeded to explain the particulars 
I the of the miniſter's miſconduct in the whole ſeries of his ne- 


; 0 1 Fociations abroad. He charged him with having endea- 
1 ha 


rated : F:potick government, by the practice of corruption; with 
try, , aving betrayed the intereſt and honour of Great-Britain 
it his i the late convention ; with having negleQed to proſecute 
„ere war againſt Spain; and he concluded with a motion 


f ran addreſs to the King, that he would be pleaſed to re- 


I thiBove Sir Robert Walpole from his preſence and councils 


r ever. He was anſwered by Mr. Pelham, who under- 
Fu took 
bl1ck. BR » Upon this occafion he mifquoted Horace, © As I am not conſcious 
eel E any crime (ſaid he) I do not doubt of being able to make a proper 
litely defence. Nil conſcire fibi nulli palleſcere culpæœ. He was corrected by Mr. 

lor ulteney ; but infiſted upon his being in the right, and aQually laid 
a Wager on the juſtneſs of his quotation, 


alt. 
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ration was the chief, if not the ſole adviſer and promo- 


Joured-to ſupport his own intereſt, and to erect a kind of 
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had condemned; and acquitted himſelf as a warm frienſ 


and unſhaken adherent. Againſt this champion Sir Joh be 8 
| Barnard entered the liſts, and was ſuſtained by MA = 
Pulteney, who, with equal ſpirit and preciſion, pointe wy 
out and expoſed all the material errors and mal-praQtic cont 

of the adminiſtration. Sir Robert Walpole ſpoke wit Hf) 
great temper and deliberation in behalf of himſelf, Wit _ 
reſpe& to the article of bribery and corruption, he ſai ; 
if any one inſtance had been mentioned; if it had bee: oy 
ſhewn that he ever offered a reward to any member q ar 
either Houſe, or ever threatened to deprive any membe 1 
of his office or employment, in order to influence his vo hin 
ing in parliament, there might have been ſome ground fo : 2 
this charge; but when it was ſo generally laid, he did nl 10 
know what he could ſay to it, unleſs to deny it as gen A 
rally and as poſitively as it had been aſſerted.— Such _ 
declaration as this, in the hearing of ſo many perſons, wht . W 
not only knew, but ſubſiſted by his wages of corruptionf 1 5 
was a ſtrong proof of the miniſter's being dead to all ſenſſiſn aſt 
of ſhame, and all regard to veracity. The debate was pra gk 
tracted by the court members till three o'clock in thi Ka; 8 
morning, when above ſixty of the oppoſite party having LY 
retired, the motion was rejected by a conſiderable majo / ord 
ra: . B***. DYE 2 
S XXXVI. A bill was brought in for prohibiting th: * . 
practice of inſuring ſhips belonging to the enemies of th An 
nation; but it was vigorouſly oppoſed by Sir John BarnarM. r 
and Mr, Willimot, who demonſtrated that this kind of 1G 
traffick was advantageous to the kingdom; and the ſchemt 1 
was dropped. Another warm conteſt aroſe upon a clauſ pere 
of the mutiny-bill relating to the quartering of ſoldier Iubic 
upon inn- keepers and publicans, who complained of theiſ eau 
being diſtreſſed in furniſhing thoſe gueſts with proviſion 725 
and neceſſaries at the rates preſcribed by law or cuſtom 
There were not wanting advocates to expatiate upon th Lf 
nature of this grievance, which, however, was not redreſſed Foam 
A new trade was at this time opened with Perſia, throuzl Arg) 


5 the 
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- oth e dominions of the Czar, and veſted with an excluſive c HA P. 
_ VI. 


frien Pivilege in the Rutha company, by an act of parliament. 


* Job he Commons voted forty thouſand ſeamen for the ſervice "= 
7 M. the enſuing year, and about thirty thouſand men for 
ointel Ne eftabliſhment of land- forces. They provided for the 


cio abſidies granted to the King of Denmark and the Land- 


ME? Trave of Heſſe-Caſſel; and took every ſtep which was ſug- 
\ Mc tcd for the eaſe and convenience of the government. 
e a XXXVII. The parties in the Houſe of Lords were 
1 bee fluenced by the ſame motives which actuated the Com- 
der Mons. The Duke of Argyle, who had by this time reſign- 
embel d all his places, declared open war againſt the miniſtry. 
18 vol in the beginning of the ſeſſion, the King's ſpeech was no 
nd f Poner reported by the Chancellor, than this nobleman 
id n tood up, and moved that a general addreſs of thanks 


gene Pould be preſented to his Majeſty, inſtead of a recapitula- 


uch l ton of every paragraph of the King's ſpeech, re-echoed 
_ rom the parliament to the throne, with expreſſions of blind 
*.- ppprobation, implying a general concurrence with all the 


a. Wneaſures of the miniſter. He ſpoke on this ſubject with 
Nn aſtoniſhing impetuoſity of eloquence, that rolled like a 
5 P''EFiver which had overflowed its banks and deluged the whole 
wy * adjacent country. The motion was ſupported by Lord 
wy : Bathurſt, Lord Carteret, the Earl of Chefterfield, and 
mas Lord Gower, who, though they diſplayed all the talents 
i of oratory, were out-voted by the oppoſite party, headed 
> y the Duke of Newcaſtle, the Earl of Cholmondeley, 


It * Lord Hervey, and the Lord Chancellor. The motion 
1 vas rejected, and the addreſs compoſed in the uſual ſtrain. 
n Wt he fame motions for an enquiry into orders and inſtruc- 
hem tions, which had miſcarried in the Lower Houſe, were 
laulſihpere repeated with the ſame bad ſucceſs: in the debates 


ws Iyhich enſued, the young Earls of Hallifax and Sandwich 
a ei aequired a conſiderable ſhare of reputation, for the ſtrength 
* wot argument and elocution with which they contended 


n the ſagainſt the adherents of the miniſtry. When the Houſe 
ea took into conſideration the ſtate of the army, the Duke of 
_ Pele Jovieg harangued with equal kill and energy on 


the military 


the loweſt of mankind to the rank of gentlemen ; and tv 
extend the influence of the miniſter, by multiplying his de. 


| An. 1741. 


unneceſſary and moſt expenſive method of augmentation 


ced by Lord Carteret's motion for an addreſs, beſeeching hi : 


nature of every treaty, whether right or wrong, which had 3 
been concluded under the preſent adminiſtration. It de-. 


erent powers in Europe. It expoſed the weakneſs, the 
miſconduct, and the iniquity of the miniſter, both in his 


noble ſpirit of patriot indignation. The Duke of Argyle, 
Lord Bathurſt, and his other colleagues, ſeemed to be ani 
mated with uncommon fervour, and even inſpired, by the 
ſubject. A man of imagination, in reading their ſpeeches, 


fore the ruin of that republick. Nevertheleſs, the miniſter 
Fill triumphed by dint of numbers; though his victor) 


8 ſhock ir om this OPPORtIONs that his authority ſeemed to be 
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1 affairs, owpoled that the forces ſhould be augmen 

ed by adding new levies to the old companies, without in 
creaſing the number of officers; as ſuch an augmentation 
ſerved only to debaſe the dignity of the ſervice, by raiſing 
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This propoſal was likewiſe over - ruled, after a ſhort thoug : 
warm contention. This was the fate of all the other moti- Lais 
ons made by the lords in the oppoſition, though the victorjſ ho h 
of the courtiers was always clogged with a nervous and ſpirit. . 
cd proteſt. Two days were expended in the debate produ- 


pendents. He, therefore, moved for a reſolution, that the; 
augmenting the army by raiſing regiments, as it is the mol 


Majeſty to remove Sir Robert Walpole from his preſence : 
and councils for ever. The ſpeech that uſhered in thu 


memorable motion would not have diſgraced a Cicero. 1 5 : 
contained a retroſpe& of all the publick meaſures which 


had been purſued ſince the Revolution. It explained the I 


ſcribed the political connections ſubſiſting between the ach > : 
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foreign and domeſtick tranſactions. It was embelliſhed 
With all the ornaments of rhetorick, and warmed with 4 


will think himſelf tranſported into the Roman ſenate, be- 


was dearly purchaſed. 'Thirty peers entered a vigorous 


Proteſt ; and Walpole's character ſuſtained ſuch a rude 
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GEORGE II. 


What any attempt to inflict any kind of puniſnment on any 


Wpcrſon, without allowing him an opportunity to make his 
: Pefence, or without any proof of any crime or miſdemea- 
nour committed by him, is contrary to natural juſtice, the 
fundamental laws of the realm, and the ancient eſtabliſned 


uſage of parliament ; and is a high infringement of the li- 


berties of the ſubject. It Jas ſeconded by the Duke of 
Pevonſhire and Lord Lovel ; and oppoſed by Lord Gower, 
yas an intended cenſure on the proceedings of the day. 


nota this ſentiment was ſo warmly eſpouſed by Lord Talbot, 


Rory 


ho had diſtinguiſhed himſelf in the former debate, that he 


ſeemed to be tranſported beyond the bounds of moderation. 
He was interrupted by the Earl of Cholmondeley, who 
Echarged him with having violated the order and decorum 


hich ought to be preſerved in ſuch an aſſembly. His 
paſſion was inflamed by this rebuke : he declared himſelf 


an independent lord; a character which he would not for- 
eit for the ſmiles of a court, the profit of an employ- 
ment, or the reward of a penſion: he ſaid when he was 


engaged on the fide of truth, he would trample on the 
inſolence that ſhould command him to ſuppreſs his ſen- 


timents.—On a diviſion, however, the motion was car- 


ried. 


ES XXXVIII. In the beginning of April, the King 


ſrepairing to the Houſe of Peers, paſſed ſome aQs that 
pere ready for the royal aſſent. Then, in his ſpeech to 
both Houſes, he gave them to underſtand, that the Queen 


fo Hungary had made requiſition of the twelve thouſand. 


men ſtipulated by treaty ; and that he had ordered the 


ſubſidy-troops of Denmark and Heſſe· Caſſel to be in rea- 


dineſs to march to her aſſiſtance. He obſerved, that in 


Ithis complicated and uncertain ſtate of affairs, many in- 


leidents might ariſe, and render it neceſſary for him to 
lincur extraordinary expenſes for maintaining the pragma- 
ſick: ſanction, at a time when he could not poſſibly have 
recourſe 


VI. 


* 


rawing near a period. Immediately after this conteſt was C HAP. 


+ in] ; Ereided, the Duke of Marlborough moved for a reſolution, 


i 
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recourſe to the advice and aſſiſtance of his parliament. | 5 
He, therefore, demanded of the Commons ſuch a fopply Me 
as might be requiſite for theſe ends; and promiſed to ma- 
nage it with all poſſible frugality. The Lower Houſe, | 
in their addreſs, approved of all his meafures; declared 
they would effectually ſupport him againſt all infults and 
attacks that might be made upon any of his territories, 
though not belonging to the crown of Great-Britain; 
and that they would enable him to contribute, in the 
moſt effectual manner, to the ſupport of the Queen of 
Hungary. Sir Robert Walpole moved, that an aid of 
two hundred thouſand pounds ſhould be granted to that 
princeſs, Mr. Shippen proteſted againſt any interpoſi- 
tion in the affairs of Germany. He expreſſed his diſlike 
of the promiſe which had been made to defend his Ma- 
jeſty's foreign dominions; a promiſe, in his opinion, in- 
conſiſtent with that important and inviolable law, the 
act of ſettlement; a promiſe which, could it have been 
foreknown, would perhaps have for ever precluded from 
the ſucceſſion that illuſtrious family to which the nation 
owed ſuch numberleſs bleflings, ſuch continued felicity. 
The motion however paſſed, though not without further 
_ oppoſition 3 and the Houſe reſolved, that three hundred 7 
thouſand pounds ſhould be granted to his Majeſty, to 
enable him effectually to ſupport the Queen of Hungary. 
Towards the expenſe of this year, a million was deduQed 
from the ſinking fund: and the land tax continued at 
four ſhillings in the pound. The preparations for this 
war had already coſt five millions. The ſeſſion was cloſed 
on the twenty-fifth day of April, when the King took 
his leave of this parliament, with warm expreffions of 
tenderneſs and ſatisfaction. Henry Bromley, Stephen 
Fox, and John Howe, three members of the Lower 
| Houſe, who had fignalized themſelves in defence of the 
miniſter, were now ennobled, and created barons of 
Montford, Ilcheſter, and Chedworth. A camp was 
tormed near Colcheſter ; and the King having appoint- 
c 
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ma- i . | 
duſe, 5 + Sir William Wyndham died in the preceding year, deeply regretted 
lared ME as an orator, a patriot, and a man, the conſtant affertor of Britſh liberty, 
and and one of the chief ornaments of the Engliſh nation; In the courſe of 
* the ſame year, General Oglethorpe, governor of Georgia, had, with ſo 

TIES, BE fuccours obtained from the colony of Carolina, and a ſmall ſquadron of 
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ed a regency, ſet out in May for his German "PAY CHAP, 
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ain; the King's ſhips, made an attempt upon fort Auguſtine, the capital of 


the 4 Spanith Florida ; and actually reduced ſome ſmall forts in the neighbour- | 
hood of the bn but the Carolinians withdrawing in diſguſt, diſſenti- 


pa of 5 ons prevailing among the ſea officers, the hurricane months approaching, 
4 of and the enemy, having received a ſupply and re- enforeement, he abandon» 
that ed the enterpriſe, and returned to Georgia, | 
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91. The army under 13 Carkoart and Fir Chalmer Del 3 
| proceeds to the Heft- Indies. $ II. Nature of the climate on 
the Spaniſh main. & III. Admiral! Vernon ſails to Car- 
thagena. C) IV. Zttack on fort Lazar: f V. Expedition 
to Cuba. & VI. Rupture between the Queen of Hungary 

and the King of Pruſſia. I VII. Battle of Molwitz. 
$ VIIE The King of Great-Britain concludes a treaty of 

_ neutrality with France for the electorate of Hanover. & IX. 
A body of French forces join the Eleftor of Bavaria. & X. 

Fe is crowned king of Bohemia at Prague. & XI. Fidelity 

of the Hungarians. XII. Var between Ruſſia and 4 
Sweden. & XIII. Revolution in Ruſſia. $ XIV. 77e 

| Spaniſh and French ſquadrons paſs unmoleſted by the Engliß S ] 
admiral in the Mediterranean. XV. Inaflivity of the: 

_ naval power of Great-Britain. N XVI. Obſtinate ſtruggle Ch 
in electing members in the new parliament, & XVII. tak 
Remarkable motion in the Houſe of Commons by Lord Noel fled 

Somerſet. $ X VIII. The country-party obtain à majority we 
in the Houſe of Commons. & XIX. Sir Robert Walpole his 
created Earl of Orford. & XX. Change in the min fry. an 
$ XXI. Enquiry into the adminiſtration of Sir Robert int 
- Walpole. & XXII. Obftrufted by the new miniſtry, | of 

XXIII. Reports of the ſecret committes. & XXIV. dy 

| The Elector of Bavaria choſen emperor. { XXV. Th: ve 
King of Pruſſia gains the battle at Czaſflaw. Treaty at up 
Breſlaw. C XXVI. The French troops retire under the au 

cannon of Prague. A freſh body ſent with the M. areſchal illa 
de Mallebois to bring them off. & XXVII. Extraordinary {h1 
retreat of M. de Belleifle. XX VIII. The King of Great- an 
Britain forms an army in Flanders. N XXIX. Progrejs wh 
of the war between Ruſſia and Sweden. $ XXX. Th: WM fr 

King of Sardinia declares for the houſe of Auſtria. $ XXXI. the 

Motions of the Spaniards in ltaly and Savoy. $XXXIL WM the 
LINEN? Y Admiral Matthews i in the Mediterranean. Af 

XXXIII 


N S SOS 


$ T HE Britiſh armament had by this time pro- 
# Sir 
Chaloner Ogle, who failed from Spithead, had been over- 
taken by a tempeſt in the bay of Biſcay, by which the 
fleet, conſiſting of about one hundred and ſeventy fail, 
E were ſcattered and diſperſed. Nevertheleſs, he proſecuted 
his voyage, and anchored with a view to provide wood 
; and water, in the neutral iſland of Dominica, where the 
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9 XXXIII. Operations in the We 72 Indies. $ XXXIV. 
The attention of the miniſtry turned chiefly on the affairs of 
the continent. & XXXV. Extraordinary motion in the 
Houſe of Lords by Earl Stanhope. & XXXVI. Warm 
and obſtinate debate on the repeal of the 
$XXXVII. Bill for quieting corporations. N XXXVIIL 


Convention between the Emperor and the Queen of 


Hungary. $ XXXIX. Difference between the King of 
Pruſſia and the Elector of Hanover. XL. The King of 


+ Great-Britain obtains a victory over the French at Dettingen. 


$ XLI. Treaty of Worms. XLII. Concluſion of the 
campaign. & XLIII. Mair, of the North. & XLIV. 
Battle of Campo-Santo. $ XLV. Tranſa#ions of the 
Britiſh fleet in the Mediterranean. F XLVL Unſucceſsful 


attempts upon the Spaniſh ſettlements in the We e/i-Indiee. 


ceeded to action in the Weſt-Indies, 


intended expedition ſuſtained a terrible ſhock in the death 


5t 


gin-aftt. 


of the gallant Lord Cathcart, who was carried off by a 


| dyſentery. * The loſs of this nobleman was the more ſe- 
verely felt, as the command of the land-forces devolved 
upon General Wentworth, an officer without experience, 
As the fleet failed along the 


authority, and reſolution. 
iſland of Hiſpaniola, in its way to Jamaica, four large 
ſhips of war were diſcovered ; and Sir Chaloner detached 


an equal number of his ſquadron to give them chaſe, 


while he himſelf proceeded on his voyage. As thoſe 


| ſtrange ſhips refuſed to bring to, Lord Auguſtus Fitzroy, 


the commodore of the four Britith ſhips, ſaluted one of 


them with a broadſide, and a ſmart engagement enſued. 


After they had tought during the belt part of the night, the 
2 enemy 
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0 0 k enemy hoiſted their colours in the morning, and appeared 
| 0 u. to be part of the French ſquadron, which had ſailed from 
140 1741. Europe under the command of the Marquis d'Antin, with 
bo0o0tcers to affiſt the Spaniſh admiral, De Torres, in at- 
tacking and diſtrefling the Engliſh ſhips and colonies. 
„ War was not yet declared between France and England; 
| therefore hoſtilities ceaſed : the En gliſh and French com- 
wn manders complimented each hae; - excuſed themſelves 
mutually, for the miſtake which had happened; and part- 
0 as friends, with a confiderable loſs of men on both 
des. 
u. In the mean time Sir I later Ogle rived at 
: 1 where he joined Vice-Admiral Vernon, who now 
found himſelf at the head of the moſt formidable fleet and 
army that ever viſited thoſe ſeas, with full power to a& at 
diſcretion. The conjoined ſquadrons conſiſted of nine- 
and-twenty ſhips of the line, with almoſt an equal number 
of frigates, fireſhips, and bomb-ketches, well manned, and 
plentifully ſupplied with all kinds of proviſions, ſtores, and 
neceſſaries. The number of ſeamen amounted to fifteen 
thouſand : that of the land- forces, including the American 
regiment of four battalions, and a body of negroes inliſted 
at Jamaica, did not fall ſhort of twelve thouſand, Had 
this armament been ready to act in the proper ſeaſon of the 
year, under the conduct of wiſe, experiencedofficers, united 
In councils, and ſteadily attached to the intereſt and honour 
of their country, the Havannah, and whole ifhnd of Cuba, 
might have been eaſily reduced: the whole treaſure of the 
Spaniſh Weſt-Indies would have been intercepted ; and 
Spain muſt have been humbled into the moſt abject ſub- 
miſfon. But ſeveral unfavourable circumſtances concurred 
to fruſtrate the hopes of the publick. The miniſtry had 
| detained Sir Chaloner Ogle at Spithead, without any viſible 
cauſe, until the ſeaſon for action was almoſt exhauſted : 
for, on the continent of New Spain, the periodical rains 
begin about the end of April ; and this change in the at- 
moſphere is always attended with epidemical diſtempers, 
which render the climate extremely vnnealthy ? beſides, 
: the 
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ed BY the rain is ſo exceſſive, that for the ſpace of two months CHAP 
no army can keep the field. 5 5 
= FI Sir Chaloner Ogle arrived at Jamaica on the 1741. 
ninth day of January; and Admiral Vernon did not fail 
on his intended expedition till towards the end of the 
month. Inſteadof directing his courſe to the Havannah, 

which lay to leeward, and might have been reached in 

leſs than three days, he reſolved to beat up againſt the 

wind to Hiſpaniola, in order to obſerve the motion of the 

both French ſquadron, commanded by the Marquis d'Antin. 

The fifteenth day of February had elapſed before he re- 


d at ceived certain information that the French admiral had 
1W BW failed for Europe in great diſtreſs, for want of men and 
and proviſions, which he could not procure in the Weſt-Indies. 
tat Admiral Vernon, thus diſappointed, called a council of 
ne- war, in which it was determined to proceed for Cartha- 
ber 7 gena. The fleet being ſupplied with wood and water 
ind at Hiſpaniola, ſet ſail for the continent of New-Spain, and 
nd on the fourth of March anchored in Playa Grande, to the 


en $ windward. of Carthagena. Admiral de Torres had already 
an 4 failed to the Havannah : butCarthagena was ſtrongly for- 
ed ? tified, and the garriſon re-enforced by the crews of a 
ad BY ſmall ſquadron of large ſhips, commanded by Don Blas 


he de Leſo, an officer of experience and reputation. Here 
ed the Engliſh Admiral lay inactive till the ninth, when the 
ur troops were landed on the iſland of Tierra de. near 
a the mouth of the harbour, known by the name of Boca- 
1 chica, or Little-mouth, which was ſurprifingly fortified 
id with caſtles, batteries, booms, chains, cables, and ſhips 


of war. The Britiſh forces erected a battery on ſhore, 
with which they made a breach in the principal fort, while 
the Admiral ſent in a number of ſhips to divide the fire of 
the enemy, and co-operate with the endeavours of the 
army. Lord Aubrey Beauclerc, a gallant officer, who 
commanded one of theſe ſhips, was ſlain on this occaſion, 
The breach being deemed practicable, the forces advanc- 
£d to the attack: but the forts and batteries were abandon- 
ed: the Spaniſh ſhips that lay athwart the harbour's mouth 
were 
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ö were deſtroyed or taken: the paſſage was opened, and the 


fleet entered without further oppoſition. Then the forces 


were re · embarked with the artillery, and landed within 2 
mile of Carthagena, where they were oppoſed by about 
ſeven hundred Spaniards, whom they obliged to retire. 
The admiral and general had contracted a hearty contempt 
for each other, and took all opportunities of expreſſing 
their mutual diſlike : far from acting vigorouſly in concert, 
for the advantage of the community, they maintained a 
mutual reſerve, and ſeparate cabals; and each proved more 
ceager for the diſgrace of. his rival, than zealous for the 
honour of the nation. 

$IV. The general complained that the fleet lay 
idle, while his troops lay harraſſed and dimiviſhed 
by hard duty and diſtemper. The admiral affirmed 
that his ſhips could not lie near enough to batter 


the town of Carthagena : : he upbraided the general with 


inactivity and want of reſolution to attack the fort of St. 


Lazar, which commanded the town, and might be taken 


by ſcalade. Wentworth, ſtimulated by theſe reproaches, 
reſolved to try the experiment. His forces marched up 
to the attack: but the guides being ſlain, they miſtook 
their route, and advanced to the ſtrongeſt part of the for- 


tification, where they were moreover expoſed to the fire 


of the town. Colonel Grant, who commanded the gre- 
nadiers, was mortally wounded : the ſcaling-ladders were 
found too ſhort : the officers were perplexed for want of 
orders and directions: yet the ſoldiers ſuſtained a ſevere 
fire for ſeveral hours with ſurpriſing intrepidity, and at 
length retreated, leaving about fix hundred killed or 
wounded on the ſpot. Their number was now ſo much 
reduced, that they could no longer maintain their footing 
on ſhore : beſides, the rainy ſeaſon had begun with ſuch 
violence, as rendered it impoſſible for them to live in 
camp. 
of further ſucceſs immediately vaniſhed. The admiral, 

however, in order to demonſtrate the impracticability of 


taking the place by ſea, ſent! in the Gallicia, one of the 


Spaniſh 


They were, therefore, re-embarked : and all hope 
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the ann, ſhips which had been taken at Boca- chica, to can- CHAP 
rees £ nonade the town, with ſixteen guns mounted on one fide, VII. 
| 


ke a floating battery. This veſſel, manned by detach- 1741. 
F ments of volunteers from different ſhips, a and commanded —_ 
by Captain Hore, was warped into the inner harbour, and 


mpt | maored before day, at a conſiderable diſtance from the 
ing walls, in very ſhallow water. In this poſition ſhe ſtood 
ert, ¶ the fire of ſeveral batteries for ſome hours, without doing 
d a or ſuſtaining much damage : then the admiral ordered the 
Ge men to be brought off in boats, and the cables to be cut; 
the ſo that ſhe drove with the ſea- breeze upon a ſhoal, where 
ſhe was ſoon filled with water. The exploit was abſurd, 
lay and the inference which the admiral drew from it altoge- 
ied ther fallacious. He ſaid it plainly proved, that there was 
ied not depth of water inthe inner harbour, ſufficient to admit 
ter large ſhips near enough to batter the town, with any pro- 
ith ſpect of ſucceſs, This, indeed, was the caſe in that part of 
St. the harbour to which the Gallicia was conducted: but a lit- 
en die farther to the left, he might have ſtationed four or five 
es, of his largeſt ſhips a- breaſt, within piſtol-ſhot of the walls ; 
up and if this ſtep had been taken, when the land forces 
ok marched to the attack of St. Lazar, in all probability the 
r- | town would have been ſurrendered. 
re V. After the re-embarkation of the troops, the diſtem- 
e- pers peculiar to the climate and ſeaſon began to rage with 
re redoubled fury; and great numbers of thoſe who eſcaped 
of the vengeance of the enemy periſhed by a more painful 
re and inglorious fate. Nothing was heard but complaints 
at and execrations : the groans of the dying, and the ſervice 
wy for the dead: nothing was ſeen but objects of woe, and 


is, 4 images of dejection. The conductors of this unfortunate 
expedition agreed in nothing but the expediency of a ſpeedy 


h retreat from this ſcene of miſery and diſgrace, The for- 
4 tifications of the harbour were demoliſhed, and the fleet 
e returned to Jamaica. The miſcarriage of this expedition, 
|, which had coſt the nation an immenſe ſum of money, was 
F no ſooner known in England, than the kingdom was filled 
with murmurs and diſcontent, and the people were 


Jepreſſed, 
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depreſſed, in proportion to that ſanguine hope by which | 
they had been elevated. Adm. Vernon, inſtead of under- 
taking any enterpriſe which might have retrieved the ho- 
nour of the Britiſh arms, ſet fail from Jamaica with the 
forces in July, and anchored at the ſouth-eaſt part of Cuba, 
in a bay, on-which he beſtowed the appellation of Cum- 
berland harbour. The troops were landed, and encamped 
at the diſtance of twenty miles farther up the river, 
where they remained totally inactive, and ſubſiſted chiefly 
on ſalt and damaged proviſions, till the month of Novem- 
ber, when, being (conſiderably diminiſhed by fickneſs, 
; oY were put on board again, and re-conveyed to Jamai- 

He was afterwards re-enforced from England by four 
ſhips of war, and about three thouſand ſoldiers : but he 
performed nothing worthy of the reputation he had ac- 
quired; and the people began to Ro that they had 
miſtaken his charadter. 

VI. The affairs on the continent of Butonpe 30 
now more than ever embroiled. The King of Pruſſia 
had demanded of the court of Vienna part of Sileſia, 
by virtue of old treaties of go- fraternity, which were 
either obſolete or annulled; and promiſed to aſſiſt the 
Queen with all his forces, in caſe ſhe ſhould comply with 
his demand ; but this being rejected with diſdain, he en- 
tered Sileſia at the head of an army, and proſecuted his 
conqueſts with great rapidity. In the mean time, the 
Queen of Hungary was crowned at Preſburg, after hav- 
ing ſigned a capitulation, by which the liberties of that 


kingdom were confirmed; and the Grand Duke her con- 


ſort was, at her requeſt, aſſociated with her for ten years 
in the government. At the ſame time the ſtates of Hun- 


gary refuſed to receive a memorial from the Elector of 
Bavaria. During theſe tranſactions, his Pruſhan Majeſty 
made his publick entrance into Breſlau, and confirmed 


all the privileges of the inhabitants. One of his generals 
ſurpriſed the town and fortreſs of Jablunka, on the con- 
fines of Hungary: Prince Leopold of Anhalt-Deſſau, 


who commanded another army, which formed the block- 
ade 
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alade, made the Generals Wallis and Reyſki priſoners, 


riſe, the victor found the military cheſt, fifty pieces of 
Praſs cannon, and a great quantity of ammunition. 
90 VII. The 
Citime powers for aſſiſtance, but found them fearful and 
backward. Being obliged, therefore, to exert herſelf with 
the more vigour, ſhe ordered Count Neuperg to aſſemble 
body of forces, and endeavour to ſtop the progreſs of the 
pruſſians in Sileſia. The two armies encountered each 
Sther in the neighbourhood of Neiſs, at a village called 
Molwitz; and, after an obſtinate diſpute, the Auſtrians, 
Frere obliged to retire, with the loſs of four thouſand men 
Filled, wounded, or taken. The advantage was dearly 
durchaſed by the King of Pruſſia. His kinſman, Frederick 
5 argrave of Brandenburgh, and Lieutenant-General 
Schuylemberg were killed in the engagement, together 
Vith a great number of general officers, and about two 
thouſand ſoldiers. After this action, Brieg was ſurrender- 


Fryewalde, which was defended by four thouſand Auſtrian 
Suſſars. The Engliſh and Dutch miniſters, who accom- 
panicd him in his progreſs, ſpared no pains to effect an ac- 


ted againſt each other, to acquieſce in any terms that 
Fould be propoſed. The Queen of Hungary was incenſed 


prince to whom ſhe had given no fort of provocation; and 
Sis Pruſſian Majeſty charged the court of Vienna with a 
leſign either to aſſaſſi nate, or carry him off by treachery: 


on and diſdain. Count Neuperg being obliged to abandon 
Pileſia, in order to oppoſe the Bavarian arms in Bohemia, 
t lhe King of Pruſſia ſent thither a detachment to Join the 


l ute, reduced Glatz and Neiſs, almoſt without oppoſition : 


ö Pen his maſter received the homage of the Sileſian ſtates 
| . 


Lich a thouſand men that were in garriſon : here, like- 85 


Queen of Hungary had ſollicited the ma- 


4 10 to the Pruſſians, and he forced the important paſs of 


Rommodation : but the two ſovereigns were too much irri- 


o find herſelf attacked, in the day of her diſtreſs, by a 
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5 of Great Glogau on the Oder, took the 1 by CHAP, 


VII. 
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deſign which was diſowned with expreſſions of indigna- 


Hector, under the command of Count Deſlau, who, in his 
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Pruſſian army was diſtributed in winter- quarters in Mora- 


via, after having taken Olmutz, the capital of that pro- 


vince; and in March his Pruſſian Majeſty formed a camp 


of obſervation in the neighbourhood of Magdeburg. 


S VIII. The Elector of Hanover was alarmed at the 


fucceſs of the King of Pruffia, in apprehenſion that he 
would become too formidable a neighbour. 'A ſcheme was 
ſaid to have been propoſe to the court of Vienna, for at- 


lacking that prince” s electoral dominions, and dividing the 


conqueſt: but it never was put in execution. Neverthe- 
leſs, the troops of Hanover were augmented : the auxiliary 
Danes and Heſſians in the pay of Great-Britain were or- 


dered to be in readineſs to march; anda good number of 


_ Britiſh forces encamped and prepared for embarkation. 


The ſubſidy of three hundred thouſand pounds, granted 
by parliament, was remitted to the Queen of Hungary ; 


and every thing ſeemed to preſage the vigorous interpoſi 


tion of his Britannick Majeſty. But in a little time after 
| his arrival at Hanover, that ſpirit of action ſeemed to flag, 


even while her Hungarian Majeſty tottered on the verge of 


ruin. France reſolved to ſeiſe this opportunity of cruſhing MM 
the Houſe of Auſtria. In order to intimidate the Elector 
of Hanover, Mareſchal Mallebois was ſent with a numc- 
rous army into Weſtphalia ; and- this expedient proved 
effectual. A treaty of neutrality was concluded; and the 


King of Great-Britain engaged to vote for the EleQor of 


Bavaria at the enſuing election of an emperor. The deſign 
of the French court was to raiſe this prince to the Impe- 
rial dignity, and furniſh him with ſuch ſuccours as ſhould 
enable him to deprive the Fees of Ty or her here- 


. dite, dominions. 


 $IX. While the French miniſter at w andew 
"ied to amuſe the Queen with the ſtrongeſt aſſurances 
of his maſter's friendſhip, a body of five-and-thirty thou 
ſand men began their march for Germany, in order to join 
the EleQor of Bavaria: another French army was aſſem- 
bled upon the Rhine; and the Count de Belleille being 
Provided 


"EF © R & E Tt 


the 


ora- With different electors. Having thus ſecured a majority 
Pro- BF voices, he proceeded to Munich, where he preſented the 
imp Flector of Bavaria with a commiſſion, appointing him gene- 
_ ]Wilifimoof the French troops marching to his aſſiſtance; 
Ind now the treaty of Nymphenburg was concluded. The 
; rench King engaged to afſiſt the Elector with his whole 
Z ower, towards raiſing him to the Imperial throne : the 
Flector promiſed, that after his elevation he would never 
ttempt to recover any of the towns or provinces of the 
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hat France ſhould irrevocably retain whatever places ſhe 
7 


4 rance and Pruſſia, importing, That the EleQor of Bavaria 
mould poſſeſs Bohemia, Upper Auſtria, and the Tyroleſe: 


And UpperSilefia; and that his Pruſſian Majeſty ſhould retain 


flag, Lower Silefia, with the town of Neiſs and the county of 
86 or Platz. Theſe precautions being taken, the Count de 
Ml Þalleifle repaired to Franckfort, in quality of ambaſſador 
>Qtor 


and plenipotentiary from France, at the Imperial diet of 
ime- 


the 7 Britain had aſſembled an army to influence the approaching 


or of ÞicQion of an emperor, his Moſt Chriſtian Majeſty, as 
eſign guarantee of the treaty of Weſtphalia, had ordered ſome 
"i ſroops to advance towards the Rhine, with a view to main- 
lou 


Rain the tranquillity of the Germanick wor and ane we 
Freedom of the Imperial election. 
) X. In July, the Elector of Bavaria, 1 ei by 


here- 


1dea- 
ances Imperial city of Paſſau, upon the Danube: and entering 


hou- Upper Auſtria, at the head of ſeventy thouſand men, took 
þ Jon Poſſeffion of Lintz, where he received the homage of the 
3 Mates of that country. Underſtanding that the garriſon of 
ein 


Vienna was very numerous, and that Count Palſi had 
aſſembled 


vided 


; mpire which France had conquered : that he would, in his 
: mperial capacity, renounce the barrier-treaty ; ; and agree 


mould ſubdue | in the Auſtrian Netherlands. The next 


tcp of Belleiſle was to negociate another treaty between 


x hat the King of Poland ſhould be gratified with Moravia 


& klection. It was in this city that the French King pub- 
oved iſhed a declaration, ſignifying, that as the King of Great- 


ſhe French forces under Mareſchal Broglio, ſurpriſed the 
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| aſſembled thirty chouſagit Hungarians in the PRE Cw cir 
hood of this capital, he made nofarther progreſsin Auſtria ibu 
but marched into Bohemia, where he was re- enforced by: BI int 
conſiderable body of Saxons, under the command of Coun] Pran 
Rutowſki, natural ſon to the late King of Poland. By Akin 
this time his Poliſh Majeſty had acceded to the treaty unit: 
Nymphenburg, and declared war againſt the Queen «Mitte 
Hungary, on the moſt frivolous pretences. The EleQu 8 vithi 
of Bavaria advanced to Prague, which was taken in th or th 
night by ſcalade: an atchievement in which Maurice Coun SF : 
of Saxe, another natural ſon of the King of Poland, did his: 
tinguiſhed himſelf at the head of the French forces. | Wer « 
December the EleQor of Bavaria made his public enty{Maine 
into this capital, where he was proclaimed King ei nini! 
Bohemia, and inaugurated with the uſual ſolemnities: the Pute 
he ſet out for F ene to be * at the diet of o ritit 
_ eleQian-' . ed: 
p XI. At this period the Queen of 3 ſaw herſelff nem 
abandoned by all her allies, and ſeemingly devoted to de King 
ſtruction. She was not, however, forſaken by her courage all th 
nor deſtitute of good officers, and an able miniſtry. Sb prop 
retired to Preſburgh, and in a pathetick Latin ſpeech to ti ſuen 
ſtates, expreſſed her confidence in the loyalty and valour avir 
her Hungarian ſubjects. The nobility of that kingdom ped : 
touched with her preſence and diſtreſs, aſſured her unani upon 
mouſly, that they would ſacrifice their lives and fortune ſea, 
in her defence. The ban being raiſed, that brave peopi ports 
crowded to her ſtandard; and the diet expreſſed their com 
ſentment againſt her enemy by a public edi&, excluding Will 
for ever the electoral houſe of Bavaria from the ſucceſſioi Gen- 
to the crown of Hungary : yet, without the ſubſidy ſue Cou 
received from Great- Britain, their courage and attachment he 8 
would have proved ineffectual. By this fupply ſhe wa Witter 
enabled to pay her army, erect magazines, complete hein D 
warlike preparations, and put her ſtrong places in a poſturing [ 
of defence. In December her generals, Berenclau ani lar 
Mentzel, defeated Count Thoring, who commanded eight Purg 
thouſand men, at the pals of Scardingen, and mo 3 ad 
their 
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bout. 1 heir way into Bavaria, laid the whole country wunder con- C od 7 P. 
tris, ibution 3 while Count Khevenhaller retook the city of 3 
d by z Lintz, and drove the French troops out of Auſtria. The 1741. 


Coun Prand Signor aſſured the Queen of Hungary, that far from 


. BI king advantage of her troubles, he ſhould ſeiſe all oppor- 
aty ofMunitics to convince her of his friendſhip: the Pope per- 
en oh Pen her to levy a tenth on the revenues of the clergy 
lectuf pithin her dominions ; and even to uſe all the church- plate 


n the $ Gor the ſupport of the war. : 
Coun $ XII. As the Carina expreffed an inclination to aſſiſt 
, di nis unfortunate princeſs, the French court reſoved to find 


. Ui er employment in another quarter. They had already 
entry 2 Fained over to their intereſt Count Gyllenburg, prime- 
ng af niniſter and preſident of the chancery in Sweden. A diſ- 
: then Pute happening between kim and Mr. Burnaby, the 
liet I Britiſh reſident at Stockholm, ſome warm altercation paſ- 


5 ed: Mr. Burnaby was forbid the court, and publiſhed a 
nerſel emorial in his own vindication : on the other hand, the 
to de King of Sweden juſtified his conduct in a reſcript ſent to 
rage all the foreign miniſters. The King of Great-Britain had 
Shel propoſed a ſubſidy- treaty to Sweden, which, from the in- 
to the fluence of French councils, was rejected. The Swedes 
our o having alfembled a numerous army in Finland, and equip 
dom £ 
nani upon the moſt Ning cretcnces4 ; and the fleet putting to 
tune ea, commenced hoſtilities by blocking up the Ruffian 
xeopleſWports in Livonia. A body of eleven thouſand Swedes, 
ir y commanded by General Wrangel, having advanced to 
uding Willmenſtrand, were in Auguſt attacked and defeated by 
eſſiu General Laſci, at the head of thirty thouſand Ruffians. 
ly ſue Count Lewenhaupt, who commanded the main army of 
ment the Swedes, reſolved to take vengeance for this diſgrace, 


> Was 1 after the Ruſſian troops had retired into winter- quarters. 
e hen December he marched towards Wybourg: but, receiv- 
oftur:il FB letters from the Prince of Heſſe-Homburgh, and the 
1 ande Marquis de la Chetardie, the French ambaſſador at Peterſ- 
eight argh, informing him of the ſurpriſing revolution which 
>ning b a juſt happened in Ruſſia, and propoling a ſuſpenſion of 
thei hoſtilities, 
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BOOK hoſtilities, he retreated with his army, in order to wait ſy 


— 
e 


fluenced chiefly by German councils, and employed a grea 


with ſuch ſeverity as increaſed the general diſaffection 
had ſettled the ſucceſſion. The Prince of Brunſwick 


at all agreeable to the Ruſſian nobility, and his conſort, th 1 
Princeſs Anne of Mecklenburgh, having aſſumed the rein 


the maxims of her aunt, the late Czarina. The Ruſha 1 
the Princeſs Eliſabeth, who was daughter to Peter th 


| baſſador gladly concurred in a project for depoſing a prit 


by the Prince of Heſſe-Homburgh, who, in the reigns oi 
mo of the Ruſhan army. The good will and concurrenc: ; 


poſſeſſion of all the avenues of the imperial palace at Pe. 
_ terſburgh. The Princeſs Eliſabeth, putting herſelf at the 
head of one thouſand men, on the fifth day of December 
entered the winter-palace, where the Princeſs of Mecklen 

burgh and the infant Czar reſided. She advanced into the 


them to riſe, and quit the palace, adding, that their perſons 
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further inſtructions; and the two courts agree, to a cell 5 
tion of arms for three months. 5 

6 XIII. The Ruſſians had been for ſome time toc 'z 
Jen with their government. The late Czarina was in I 
number of foreigners in her ſervice. Theſe caules, of di 
content produced factions and conſpiracies; and when the 
were diſcovered, the Empreſs treated the authors of the 


Beſides, they were diſpleaſed at the manner in which ſh: 


Lunenburgh-Bevern, father to the young Czar, was n ; 


of government during her ſon's minority, ſeemed to folloj 
grandees and generals, therefore, turned their eyes up = ſtr 
Great, and the darling of the empire. The French an- 5 


ceſs who was well affected to the houſe of Auſtria. Genen ; 
Lafci approved of the deſign, which was chiefly conduc 


the Empreſs Catharine and Peter II. had been generalifi. 


of the troops being ſecured, two regiments of guards tool * 


chamber where the Princeſs and her conſort lay and deſired 


were ſafe; and that they could not juſtly blame her for 
aſſerting her right. At the ſame time, the Counts Ofter 
man, Golof kin, Mingden, and Munich were arreſted: 
their papers and effects were ſciſed, and their perfors 
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ait fo 5 onveyed to Schliſſelbourg, a fortreſs on the Neva. Early CH A p. 
ceſſi the morning the ſenate aſſembling, declared all that III. 
had paſſed ſince the reign of Peter II. to be uſurpation ; 3 pen 
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inland. She forthwith publiſhed.a general act of indem- 
ity: ſhe created the Prince of Heſſe-Homburgh general- 


ano of her armies : ſhe reſtored the Dolgorucky family 


F thoſe who had been baniſhed for favouring her preten- 
ons: ſhe mitigated the exile of the Duke of Courland, 
Sy indulging him with a maintenance more ſuitable to his 


End the other Swediſh officers, who had been taken at the 


enburgh, with her conſort and children, were ſent under 
E ſtrong guard, to Riga, the capital of Livonia. ' 

$ XIV. Amidſt theſe tempeſts of war and os, 
The States-General wiſely determined to preſerve their own 
ſrranquillity.. It was, doubtleſs, their intereſt to avoid the 
Pangers and expenſe of a war, and to profit by that ſtag- 


ſons of the French monarch on one fide ; by the power, 
activity, and pretenſions of his Pruſſian Majeſty on the 


at Pe other; and they dreaded the proſpect of a Stadtholder at 
F at the the head of their army. Theſe at leaſt were the ſentiments 
cemberMWof many Dutch patriots, re-enforced by others that ated 


under French influence. But the Prince of Orange num- 
Wbered among his partiſans and adherents many perſons of 
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by the populace, who loudly exclaimed againſt their go- 
vernors, and clamoured for a war, without ceafing. This 
national ſpirit, Joined to theremonſtrances and requiſitions 
made by the courts of Vienna and London, obliged the 
Ptates to iſſue orders for an augmentation of their forces: 


and that the imperial dignity belonged of right to the 


preſs of all the Ruſſias, and recognized by the army in 


&o their honours and eſtates: ſhe recalled and rewarded 


ank: ſhe releaſed General Wrangel, Count Waſaburg, 


Battle of Willmenſtrand : and the Princeſs Anne of Meck- 


nation of commerce which would neceſſarily happen 
Emong their neighbours that were at open enmity with 
each other: beſides, they were over-awed by the declarati- 


dignity and credit in the commonwealth : he was adored 


but 
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BO O E but theſe were executed ſo ſlowly, that neither France not by 
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| ol Auſtria : the republick of Genoa was deeply engaged in 


dominions in Italy, and began to make preparations accor- Fs 


men being embarked at Barcelona, were tranſported to 


France and Spain. While Admiral Haddock, with twelve Z 
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Pruſſia had much cauſe to take umbrage at their prepara x 
tions. In Italy the King of Sardinia declared for the houl:ſ 


the French intereſt : the Pope, the Venetians, and the 2 
dukedom of Tuſcany were neutral: the King of Naples 
reſolved to ſupport the claim of his family to the Auſtrian 
dingly. His mother, the Queen of Spain, had formed 1 5 
plan for erecting theſe dominions into a monarchy for het 
ſecond ſon Don Philip; ; and a body of fifteen thouſand 
Orbitello, under the convoy of the united ſquadrons of 


ſhips of the line, lay at anchor in the bay of Gibraltar, th & 


_ Spaniſh fleet paſſed the traits in the night, and was joined : 


by the French ſquadron from Toulon. The Britiſh ad- : 
mural failing from Gibraltar, fell in with them in a fen : 


days, and found both ſquadrons drawn up in line of battle. af 
As he bore down upon the Spaniſh fleet, the French admi- mom 
ral ſent a flag of truce, to inform him, that as the French pour 
and Spaniards were engaged in a joint-expedition, hf... 
ſhould be obliged to act in concert with his maſter's allies N hic 
This interpoſition prevented an engagement. The com In t 


bined fleets amounting to double the number of the alle. 


Engliſh ſquadron, Admiral Haddock was obliged to deſiſt 
and procceded to Port-Mahon, leaving the enemy to pro- 
ſecute their voyage without moleſtation. The people o 
England were incenſed at this tranſaction, and did not 
ſcruple to affirm, that the hands of the Britiſh admiralMhe 


were tied up by the neutrality of Hanover“. nen 


e fin the month of July two ſhips of Haddock's ſquadron falling in Int 


with three French ſhips of war, Captain Barnet, the Engliſh commodore, ork | 
ſuppoſing them to be Spaniſh regiſter ſhips, fired à ſhot, in order b 


bring them to; and they refuſing to comply with this ſignal, a ſharp en- 
gagement enſued ; after they had fought ſeveral hours, the French com 
mander ceaſed firing, and thought proper to come to an explanation 
when he and Barnet parted with mutual apologies, | 
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(XV. The court of Madrid ſorted to have ſhaken off CHAP. 
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pars 5 that indolence and phlegm which had formerly diſgraced VII. 
" $ the councils of Spain. They no ſooner learned the deſti- 17 4 * 


gedi $ nation of Commodore Anſon, who had failed from Spit- 
id the = head in the courſe of the preceding year, than they ſent 
Japla E Don Pizzaro, with a more powerful ſquadron, upon the 
firianlif : ſame voyage, to defeat his defign. He accordingly ſteered 
accor he ſame courſe, and actually fell in with one or two ſhips 
Fed | pf the Britiſh armament, near the Straits of Magellan: 
or hel Put he could not weather a long and furious tempeſt 
fan | through which Mr. Anſon proceeded into the South - Sea. 
um One of the Spaniſh ſhips periſhed at ſea: another was 
ed to wrecked on the coaſt of Brazil; and Pizzaro bore away 
ons off For the Rio de la Plata, where 5 arrived with the three 
webe remaining ſhips, in a ſhattered condition, after having loſt 
* . twelve hundred men by fickneſs and famine. The Spa- 
joined niards exerted the ſame vigilance and activity in Europe. 
ſh ad Their privateers were fo induſtrious and ſucceſsful, that 
a fen in the beginning of this year they had taken, fince the 
battle. Fcommencement of the war, four hundred and ſevem ſhips 
adm belonging to the ſubjects of Great-Britain, valued at near 
French four millions of piaſtres. The traders had, therefore, too 
Mn, he 5 uch cauſe to complain, conſidering the formidable fleets 
| allies. Ibich were maintained for the protection of commerce. 
> Com: 


In the courſe of the ſummer, Sir John Norris had twice 


of d ; Failed towards the coaſt of Spain, at the head of a power- 
deſiſt; ; ul ſquadron, without taking any effectval ſtep for annoy- 
to pro ng the enemy, as if the ſole intention of the miniſtry had 
ople ot peen to expoſe the nation to the ridicule and contempt of 
: 7 its enemies. The inactivity of the Britiſh arms appears 
dmira 


the more inexcuſable, when we conſider the great arma- 
: ents which had been prepared. The land- forces of 
SYou BI F  Great- 


In the courſe of this year a dangerous conſpiracy was diſcovered at New» 
i ork in North America. One Hewſon, a low publican, had engaged ſe- 
Weral negroes in a deſign to deſtroy the town, and maſſacre the people, 
. ire was ſet to ſeveral parts of the city; nine or ten negroes were appre - 
1 Fenced, convicted, and burned alive, Hewfon, with his wife, and a 
Ervant-maid, privy to the plot, were found guilty, and — though 
* died proteſting their innocence. 
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the Revolution. 


. 


Inſtructions were deliver: 


Houſe of Commons. 


to both Houſes. 


+4 . 


Great- Britain, excluſive of the Daniſh and Heſſian aux. 
liaries, amounted to fixty thouſand men; and the fle, 
conſiſted of above one hundred hips of war, manned by 
fifty-four thouſand ſailors, EA 
$XVI. The general diſcontent of the —_ had a ma- 
nifeſt influenee upon the election of members for the nevÞ% 
parliament, which produced one of the moſt violent con- 
teſts between the two parties, which had happened ſince 
All the adherents of the Prince of Wales 
concurred with the eountry party, in oppoſition to the 
miniſter 3 and the Duke of Argyle exerted himſelf ſo ſuc-W 
ceſsfully among the ſhires and boroughs of Scotland, that [2 
the partiſans of the miniſtry could not ſecure fix memberÞ 
out of the whole number returned from North-Britain. |? 
They were, however, much more fortunate in the election]. 
of the ſixteen peers, who were choſen literally according tof . 
the liſt tranſmitted from court. 1 
ed by the conſtituents to a great number of members re- 
turned for eities and eounties, exhorting and requiring ; 
them to oppoſe a ſtanding army in time of peace; to vot: . 
for the mitigation of exciſe laws; for the repeal of ſeptenni. at 
al parliaments ; and for the limitation of placemen in the 5 
They, likewiſe, inſiſted upon their Þ7 
examining into the particulars of the publick expenſe, - 
and endeavouring to redreſs the grievances of the nation. 
Ohſtinate ſtruggles were maintained in all parts of the un- 
ted kingdom with uncommon ardour and perſeverance; and 
fuch a national ſpirit of oppoſition prevailed, that, notwith- 
ſanding the whole weight of miniſterial influence, the con- 
trary intereſt ſeemed to preponderate in the new parliament. 

$ XVII. The King returned to England in the month 
of October; ; and on the firſt day of December the ſeſſion 
was opened. Mr. Onflow being re-choſen ſpeaker wai 
approved of by his Majeſty, who ſpoke in the uſual file 
He obſerved that the former parliament 
had formed the ſtrongeſt reſolutions in favour of the 
Queen of Hungary, for the maintenance of the prag. 
matick ſanction; for the preſervation of the nc] of 


"GEORGE n. 


* 9 
3 
auit 


power, and the peace and liberties of Europe; and that 
Acct "Be 
4h bt the other powers which were under the like engage- 
we ments with him had anſwered the juſt expectations 
mz. ſo ſolemnly given, the ſupport of the common cauſe 
: JM ould have been attended with leſs difficulty. He ſaid, 


rs } e had endeavoured, by the moſt proper and early appli- 
| finceÞ cations, to induce other powers that were united with him 
Wale if the ties of common intereſt to concert ſuch meaſures 
to the ſo important and critical a conjuncture required: that 
5 fac. 1 Niete an accommodation ſeemed neceſlary, he had la- 
„ tha : boured to reconcile princes whoſe union would have been 
mbers 
itain.! 
n ſafety of the whole. He owned his endeavours had not 
lag e hit herto produced the deſired effect; though he was not 
eliver- 1 
vg vould give a more favourable turn to the councils of 
3 other nations. He repreſented the neceſſity of putting the 
o vote 
tenni· 
ch ties of Europe, and defeat any attempts that ſhould be 
a their 
penſe, 
ation, 
1e uni- 
e; and 


ed unanimity, vigour, and diſpatch. The Houſe of Com- 


Speaker reported the King's ſpeech; and Mr. Herbert 
moved for an addreſs of thanks, including an approbation 
of the means by which the war had been proſecuted. 


ith- 
2 The motion being ſeconded by Mr. Trevor, Lord Noel 
ment. domerſet ſtood up, and moved that the Houſe would 


Gn their addreſs defire his Majeſty not to engage theſe 


month 
ſe ſſion 
er was 
al ſtile 
ament 
of the 
> prag 
nce of 


ld ! in the Houſe of Commons; that time had verified the 
bredictions he had formerly uttered; and that he had ſeen 
lis conjectures ripened into knowledge, “If my country 


the moſt effectual means to prevent the miſchiefs which 
bad happened, and the beſt ſecurity for the intereſt and 


without hope, that a juſt ſenſe of approaching danger 


kingdom in ſuch a poſture of defence as would enable 
him to improve all opportunities of maintaining the liber- 


made againſt him and his dominions; and he recommend- 


: kingdoms 1 in a war for the preſervation of his foreign 
dominions. He was ſupported by that incorruptible pa- 
; riot, Mr. Shippen, who declared he was neither aſhamed 
nor afraid to affirm, that thirty years had made no change 
in any of his political opinions. He ſaid he was grown 


67 


CHAP. 
VII. 


e 
1741. 


mons having appointed their ſeveral committees, the 
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© (added he) has been ſo unfortunate as once more to com. ch 
mit her intereſt to men who propoſe to themſelves no 
e advantage from their truſt but that of ſelling it, I may, of 
= at perhaps, fall once more under cenſure for declaring 14 je 
my opinion, and be once more treated as a criminal, po 
& for afferting what they who puniſh me cannot deny; 
for maintaining that Hanoverian maxims are inconfiſt-Þ dic 
* ent with the happineſs of this nation; and for preſerv- un 
& ing the caution ſo ſtrongly inculcated by thoſe patriots | 
e who framed the act of ſettlement, and conferred upon 
* the preſent royal family their title to the throne.” He 
particulariſed the inſtances in which the miniſtry had . 
acted in diametrical oppoſition to that neceſſary conſti- 
tution; and he inſiſted on the neceſſity of taking ſome i 
ſtep to remove the apprehenſions of the people, who be- 1 
gan to think themſelves in danger of being ſacrificed to 
the fecurity of foreign dominions. Mr. Gibbon, Who 
ſpoke on the ſame fide of the queſtion, expatiatedÞ? 
upon the abſurdity of returning thanks for the proſecu- 25 
tion of a war which had been egregiouſly miſmanaged. 
« What! (ſaid he) are our thanks to be ſolemnly re- : 
* turned for defeats, difgrace, and loſſes, the ruin on . 
e our merchants, the impriſonment of our ſailors, ide 
„ ſhows. of armaments, and uſcleſs expenſes ?? Sir Ro- a 
bert Walpole having made a ſhort ſpeech in defence of the 1 

firſt motion for an addreſs, was anſwered by Mr. Pu. 
teney, who ſeemed to be animated with a double propor: 
tion of patriot indignation. He aſſerted, that from 2M 
review of that miniſter's conduct ſince the beginning off 
the diſpute with Spain, it would appear that he had been] 
guilty not only of fingle errors, but of deliberate trea- 
chery : that he had always co-operated with the enemies; 
of his country, and ſacrificed to his private intereſt the 2 
happineſs and honour of the Britiſh nation. He then 
entered into a detail of that conduct againſt which he 
had ſo often declaimed; and being tranſported by an 
over- heated imagination, accuſed him of perſonal attach- 


ment and affection to the enemies of the kingdom. 4 
charge 


* 
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com. charge that was doubtleſs the reſult of exaggerated ani- CH A P. 
es no moſity, and ſerved only to invalidate the other articles Ta Wis , 
may, ſof imputation that were much better founded. His ob- 1741. 
aring Jjections were over- ruled; and the addreſs, as at firſt pro- 
nina, noſed, was preſented to his Majeſty. 

leny ; [+ XVIII. This ſmall advantage, however, the miniſter 

nfiſt- Bid not conſider as a proof of his having aſcertained an 
elerv- WF undoubted majority in the Houſe of Commons. There 
riot [3 was a great number of diſputed elections; and the diſ- 
ay euffion of theſe was the point on which the people had 


turned their eyes, as the criterion of the miniſter's power 
had and credit. In the firſt which was heard at the bar of 
:onſtl- = the Houſe, he carried his point by a majority of fix only; 
ſome [4 and this he looked upon as a de feat rather than a victory. 
ho be- His enemies exulted in their ſtrength: as they knew they 
ed to ſnould be joined, in matters of importance, by ſeveral 
IInembers who voted againſt them on this occaſion. The 
inconſiderable majority that appeared on the fide of the 
adminiſtration plainly proved that the influence of the 
miniſter was greatly diminiſhed, and ſeemed to prognoſti- 
cate his further decline. This conſideration induced 
x ſome individuals to declare againſt him as a ſetting ſun, 
7 | from whoſe beams they could expect no further warmth. 
His adherents began to tremble ; and he himſelf had oc- 
caſion for all his art and equanimity. The court intereſt 
vas not ſufficient to ſupport the election of their own 
7 members for Weſtminſter. The high-bailiff had been 
guilty of ſome illegal practices at the poll; and three | 
N juſtices of the peace had, on pretence of preventing riots, 
ſent for a military force to over-awe the election. A peti- 
tion preſented by the electors of Weſtminſter was taken 
: into conſideration by the Houſe ; and the election was de- 
S clared void by a majority of four voices. The high-bailiff 
le then : was taken into cuſtody : the officer who ordered the ſol- 
diers to march, and the three juſtices who ſigned the let- 
ter, in conſequence of which he acted, were reprimgndes 


3 eon their knees at the bar of the Houſe. 


charge $ XIX. 
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XIX. The country- party maintained the advan. x : 


tage they had gained in deciding upon ſeveral oth} ; 


controverted elections; and Sir Robert Walpole tot. 
tered on the brink of ruin. 


the moſt likely to be converted by their arguments. 


A meſſage was ſent by the Biſhop of Oxford to the Z 


Prince of Wales, importing, That if his royal high- 


neſs would write a letter of condeſcenſion to the! 
King, he and all his counſellors ſhould be taken into fa- gi 
vour ; that fifty thouſand pounds ſhould be added to his 
revenue ; four times that ſum be diſburſed immediately 5 their 
for the payment of his debts; and ſuitable proviſion be 
made in due time for all his followers. 


The Prince de- 


clined this propoſal. He declared that he would accept 


no ſuch conditions while Sir Robert Walpole continued 


to direct the public affairs: that he looked upon him as 


'a bar between his Majeſty and the affections of his 


people; as the author of the national grievances both 
at home and abroad; and as the ſole cauſe of that 
contempt which Great-Britain had incurred in all the 
courts of Europe. His royal highneſs was now chief 
of this formidable party, revered by the whole na- 
tion — a party which had gained the aſcendancy in 
the Houſe of Commons; which profeſſed to a& upon 


the principles of publick virtue; which demanded the 


fall of an odious miniſter, as a ſacrifice due to an injured 
people; and declared that no temptation could ſhake 
their virtue; that no art could diſſolve the cement by 


which they were united. Sir Robert Walpole, though 


more ſucceſsful! in his other endeavours. 


repulſed in his attempt upon the Prince of Wales, was 
He reſolved to 
try 


Towards 


- 8 
#1 ;3 
by. es 
3 
3 
8 1 0 
2 
F 


He knew that the majoÞ cl 
rity of a ſingle vote would at any time commit hin 
Priſoner to the Tower, ſhould ever the motion be made; 
and he ſaw that his ſafety could be effected by no other 
expedient but that of dividing the oppoſition. = 
the accompliſhment of this purpoſe he employed all his! 
credit and dexterity. His emiſſaries did not fail to tam 
per with thoſe members of the oppoſite party who were 


their 
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17 try his ſtrength once more in the Houſe of Commons, c H A p. 

in another diſputed election; and had the mortification VII. 

7 to ſee the majority augmented to ſixteen voices. He de- 2 
clared he would never more fit in that Houſe; and 

next day, which was the third of February, the King 

adjourned both Houſes of parliament to the eighteenth 

3 day of the ſame month. In this interim Sir Robert Wal- 

pole was created Earl of Orford, and reſigned all his em- 

ployments. 

XX. At no time of his life did he acquit himſelf with 

ſuch prudential policy as he now diſplayed. He found 

means to ſeparate the parts that compoſed the oppoſition, 

and to transfer the popular odium from himſelf to thoſe 

who had profeſſed themſelves his keeneſt adverſaries. The 

bs country-party conſiſted of the Tories, re-enforced by 

-Þ | diſcontented Whigs, who had either been diſappointed in 

5 |; their own ambitious views, or felt for the diſtreſſes of 

their country, occaſioned by a weak and worthleſs admi- 

niſtration. The old patriots, and the Whigs whom they 

had joined, acted upon very different, and, indeed, upon 

oppoſite principles of government; and, therefore, they 

were united only by the ties of convenience. A coalition 

was projected between the diſcontented Whigs and thoſe | 

of the ſame denomination who acted in the miniſtry. 

Some were gratified with titles and offices; and all were 

aſſured, that in the management of affairs a new ſyſtem 

would be adopted, according to the plan they themſelves 

ſhould propoſe. The court required nothing of them, 

but that the Earl of Orford ſhould eſcape with impunity. 

His place of Chancellor of the Exchequer was beſtowed 

upon Mr. Sandys, who was likewiſe appointed a lord of 

the Treaſury ; and the Earl of Wilmington ſucceeded him 

as firſt commiſſioner of that board. Lord Harrington 

being dignified with the title of Earl, was declared preſi- 

dent of the council; and in his room Lord Carteret be- 

came ſecretary of ſtate. The Duke of Argyle was made 

maſter-general of the Ordnance, colonel of his Majeſty's 

toyal regiment of horſe-guards, ficld-marſhal and comman- 
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The Marquis of Tweedale was appointed ſecretary of frac 


Pulteney was ſworn of the privy council, and ard 4 


after the adjournment nothing but concord n in nine its 


meaſures, they law the old miniſtry ſtrengthened by this 
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der in chief of all the forces in South-Britain ; but, kl 
ing himſelf diſappointed in his expectations of the oalition 
ho, in leſs than a month, renounced all theſe employment 


L ie 
Ing wit 
Fonvert 
In the t 
Wooked | 

man o 
created Earl of Bath. The Earl of Winchelſea and Not- Pounde 
tingham was preferred to the head of the Admiralty, in the] Hiſn mei 


for Scotland, a poſt which had been long ſuppreſſed: Mr. 


room of Sir Charles Wager; and, after the reſignation of $i ppear 


the Duke of Argyle, the Earl of Stair was appointed field 
marſhal of all his Majeſty's forces, as well as ambaſſador- IT 
extraordinary to the States-General. On the ſeventeenth Hi 
day of February the Princeof Wales,attended by a numer- 3 
ous retinue of his adherents, waited on his Majeſty, who 
received him graciouſly, and ordered his guards to be 
reſtored. Lord Carteret and Mr. Sandys were the firſt . 
who embraced the offers of the Court, without the content] inſiuen- 
or privity of any other leaders in the oppoſition, except that Without 
of Mr. Pulteney; but they declared to their friends, they of infat 
would ſtill proceed upon patriot principles: that eee . Should 
concur in promoting an enquiry into paſt meaſures ; and x 
in enating neceſſary laws to ſecure the conſtitution 7 A 
the practioes of corruption. Theſe. profeſſions were belicv- Þ £2 directin 
ed, not only by their old coadjutors in the Houſe of Com- accomp 
mons, but alſo by the nation in general. The reconcilia- blaſted 
tion between the King and the Prince of Wales, 3 pultene 
with the change in the miniſtry, were celebrated with pub- duet of 
lick rejoicings all over the kingdom; and immediately 


the Houſe of Commons. 
XXI. But this harmony was of ſhort duration. It 


ſoon appeared, that thoſe who had declaimed the loudeſt a major 
for the liberties of their country had been actuated ſolely Þ 
by the moſt ſordid, and even the moſt ridiculous motives 
of ſelf intereſt. Jealouſy and mutual diſtruſt enſued 
| between them and their former confederates. The nation 


complained, that, inſtead of a total change of men and 


coalition, 
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1 Foalition; and the ſame intereſt in parliament predominat- H a P. 


„ Pe with redoubled influence. They branded the new 
Fonverts as apoſtates and betrayers of their country ; and 
In the tranſports of their indignation, they entirely over- 
5 Lokes the old object of their reſentment. That a noble- 
i ' an of pliant principles, narrow fortune, and un- 
Pounded ambition, ſhould forſake his party for the blan- 


£ Sppear ſtrange to any perſon acquainted with the human 


3 Himſelf idolized by his fellow-citizens, as the firſt and 
Fo firmeſt patriot of the kingdom, as one of the moſt ſhining 
ornaments of his country, could give up all his popularity, 


wretched conſideration of an empty title, without office, 


, "0 


Al ; without an emotion of grief, contemplate ſuch an inſtance 
Th of infatuation One cannot but lament, that ſuch glory 


ſhould have been ſo weakly forfeited: that ſuch talents 
ſhould have been loſt to the cauſe of liberty and virtue. 
Doubles he flattered himſelf with the hope of one day 
: directing the councils of his ſovereign ; but this was never 


blaſted ambition. Before the change in the miniſtry, Mr. 
pulteney moved that the ſeveral papers relating to the con- 


mould be referred to a ſelect committee, who ſhould exa- 
mine ſtrictly into the particulars, and make a report to the 
Houſe of their remarks and objections. The motion in- 
troduced a debate; but, upon a diviſion, was rejected by 
1 majority of three voices. Petitions having been preſent- 
ed by the merchants of London, Briſtol, Liverpool, Glaſ- 
pow, and almoſt all the trading towns in the kingdom, com- 


85 eliberate on theſe remonſtrances. The articles of the 
London petition were explainedby Mr. Glover, an eminent 
6 merchant 


Hichment of affluence, power, and authority, will not 


| | heart; but the ſenſible part of mankind will always reflect 
1 vith amazement upon the conduct of a man, who ſeeing 


and incur the contempt or deteſtation of mankind, for the 


influence, or the leaſt ſubſtantial appendage. One cannot, 


accompliſhed, and he remained a ſolitary monument of 


plaining of the loſſes they had ſuſtained by the bad conduct 
of the war, the Houſe reſolved itfelf into a committee, to 


1 


1741. 


duct of the war which had been laid before the Houſe 


2 —— — u 


An. 1742. 


HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 


merchant of that city. Six days were ſpent in peruſin 
papers and examining witneſſes : then the ſame gentlema 
ſummed up the evidence, and in a pathetick ſpeech endeaſ 
voured to demonſtrate, that the commerce of Great-Britauſ® 
had been expoſed to the inſults and rapine of the Spa gas wer 
niards, not by inattention or accident, but by one unifornſſ{mittee, 
This inquiry being reſumed aſte was fir 
the adjournment, copies of inſtructions to admirals and fuſal, c 
captains of cruiſing ſhips were laid before the Houſe : the that le 
Commons paſſed ſeveral reſolutions, upon which a bill wa Ing er 
prepared for the better protecting and ſecuring the trad 


and navigation of the kingdom. It made its way through 


and continued defign. 


the Lower Houſe ; but was thrown out by the Lords 


The penſion-bill was revived and ſent up to the Peers - 
where it was again reje&ed, Lord Carteret voting again 
that very meaſure which he had ſo lately endeavoured ta 
promote. On the ninth day of March Lord Limerick 
made a motion for appointing a committee to enquire in- 
to the conduct of affairs for the laſt twenty years: he wa! 
| ſeconded by Sir John St. Aubyn, and ſupported by M. 
Velters Cornwall, Mr. Phillips, Mr. W. Pitt, and Lord 
Percival, the new member for Weſtminſter, who had a- 
ready ſignalized himſelf by his eloquence and capacity. 
The motion was oppoſed by Sir Charles Wager, Mr. 
Pelham, and Mr, Henry Fox, ſurveyor-general to his I 
Majeſty's works, and brother to Lord Ilcheſter. | 
the oppoſition was faint and frivolous, the propoſal was 
rejected by a majority of two voices. Lord Limerick, not 
yet diſcouraged, made a motion, on the twenty-third day P- 
of March, for an enquiry into the conduct of Robert Earl 
of Orford, for the laſt ten years of his adminiſtration ; | 
and, after a ſharp debate, it was carried in the affirmative. 
The Houſe reſolved to chooſe a ſecret committee by ballot ; 
and in the mean time preſented an addreſs to the King, 
aſſuring him of their fidelity, zeal, and affe & ion. 


$ XXII. Sir Robert Godſchall having moved for leave 


to bring in a bill to repeal the act for ſeptennial parlia- 


ments, he was ſeconded by Sir John Barnard ; but warmly 
9 


Though 


ſoppoſe 


paſſed 
choſen 
licitor 


zaQuall 


B J Houſe | 
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paſſed in the negative, The committee of ſecreſy being 
a choſen, began to examine evidence, and Mr. Paxton, ſol- 
ulicitor to the Treaſury, refuſing to anſwer ſuch queſtions 


5 as were put to him, Lord Limerick, chairman of the com- 


mittee, complained to the Houſe of his obſtinacy. He 
was firſt taken into cuſtody ; and ſtill perſiſting in his re- 
fuſal, committed to Newgate. Then his lordſhip moved, 


actually prepared by a deciſion of the majority. In the 
25 Houſe of Lords it was vigorouſly oppoſed by Lord Carteret, 
ds and as ſtrenuouſly ſupported by the Duke of Argyle; but 
fell upon a diviſion, by the weight of ſuperior numbers. 
[7 Thoſe members in the Houſe of Commons who heartily 
to wiſned that the enquiry might be proſecuted were ex- 
tremely incenſed at the fate of this bill. A committee 
in was appointed to ſearch the journals of the Lords for pre- 
a cedents: their report being read, Lord Strange, ſon of the 
AI. Earl of Derby, moved for a reſolution, „That the Lords 
and {jrful ng to concur with the Commons of Great-Britain, 
n an indemnification neceſſary to the effectual carrying 
on the enquiry now depending in parliament, is an ob- 


$$? 
8 
RB 


was warm debate; and Mr. Sandys declaimed againſt it, as a 
not itep that would bring on an immediate diſſolution of the 
day preſent form of government. It is really amazing to ſee 


with what effrontery ſome men can ſhift their maxims, 
nd openly contradi& the whole tenor of their former 
; conduct. Mr. Sandys did not paſs uncenſured: he ſu- 
| [ſtained ſome ſevere ſarcaſms on his apoſtacy, from Sir John 
Hynde Cotton, who refuted all his objections: : neverthe- 
cſs, the motion paſſed in the negative. Notwithſtanding 
his great obſtruction, purpoſely thrown in the way of the 
EEnquiry, the ſecret committee diſcovered many flagrant 
Galtances of fraud and corruption in which the Earl of 


* leave ſhould be given to bring in a bill for indemnify- 
| ing evidence againſt the Earl of Orford; and it was 


| Ron to juſtice, and may prove fatal to the liberties of 
this nation.“ This motion, which was ſeconded by Lord 
EQuarendon, ſon of the Earl of Lichfield, gave rite to a 


. Orford. 
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7 oppoſed by Mr. Pulteney and Mr. Sandys; and the queſtion CHAP. 
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three thouſand four hundred pounds of the publick money: $3 


the civil-liſt revenues for above thirty thouſand pounds: 


when they were interrupted by the prorogation of parlia-Þ 
m_——— 5 
XXIII. The miniſtry, finding it was neceffary to take 


the trade of the plantations ; and a fourth to prevent the 
marriage of Junaticks. They voted forty thouſand :ca-W 


Weſt-Indies: that he had employed iniquitous arts to in. 2 | 


fervice of the current year. They provided for the ſub- 4 
| fidies to Denmark and Heſſe-Caſſel, and voted five hun- 
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Orford had been concerned. It appeared that he hai * 
granted fraudulent contracts for paying the troops in th 


fluence elections: that for ſecret-ſervice, during the lai 
ten years, he had touched one million four hundred fifty. g. 


that above fifty thouſand pounds of this ſum had been paid 
to authors and printers of news-papers and political 
tracts written in defence of the miniftry : that on the very 
day which preceded his reſignation he had ſigned orders on, 
but as the caſh remaining in the Exchequer did not much! 
exceed fourteen thouſand pounds, he had raiſed the remain 
ing part of the thirty thouſand, by pawning the orders to a 
banker. The committee proceeded to make further progreßſ 
in their ſcrutiny, and had almoſt prepared a third report, . 


fome ſtep for conciliating the affection of the people, gave 
way to a bill for excluding certain officers from ſeats in 
the Houſe of Commons. They paſſed another for en- 
couraging the linen manufacture; a third for regulating 


men, and fixty-two thouſand five hundred landmen for the 


dred thouſand pounds to the Queen of Hungary. The ring 
| diately 


8 
* 


7 


expenſe of the year amounted to near fix millions, raiſed by 
the land tax at four ſhillings in the pound, by a malt-tax, 
by one million from the ſinking fund, by annuities granted 
upon it for eight hundred thouſand pounds, and a loan of 
one million fix hundred thouſand pounds, from the Bank. 
In the month of July, John Lord Gower was appointed 
keeper of his Majeſty's privy-ſeal: Allen Lord Bathurſt was 
made captain of the band of penſioners; and on the fifteent! 
day of the month, Mr. Pulteney took his feat in the Houl: 
of Peers, as Earl of Bath. The King cloſed the ſeſſion in 


the 


action 
SX. 
ö Hung 
via and 
Jof fiſt; 
Pruſſia 
: from N 
took th. 


Og 
. 


2 
1 
* 
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1 2 treaty. of peace was concluded between the Queen of 
Hungary and the King of Pruſſia, under his mediation ; 


76 : great meaſure owing to the generous aſſiſtance afforded by 
be Britiſh nation. 


0 crowned by the name of Charles VII. on the twelfth 
day of February. Thither the imperial diet was removed 
on Ratiſbon: they confirmed his election, and indulged 


about two hundred thouſand pounds ſterling. In the 
mean time, the Auſtrian general, Khevenhuller, ravaged 
his eleQorate, and made himſelf maſter of Munich, the 
5 capital of Bavaria: he likewiſe laid part of the Palatinate 
under contribution, in reſentment for that Elector's having 
he ent a body of his troops to re- enforce the Imperial army. 


and Bavarians, reduced Egra; and the Auſtrians were 
turned. Khevenhuller took poſt in the neighbourhood of 


Paſſau, and detached General Bernclau to Dinglefing on 
„the Iſer, to obſerve the motions of the enemy, who were 


Hilkerſbergh on the Danube, with a view to take poſſeſſion 
"he ö of a bridge over the river: the Auſtrian garriſon immedi- 
by ö diately marched out to give them battle, and a ſevere 
action enſued, in which the Imperialiſts were defeated. 

ted FXXV. In the beginning of the year, the Queen of 
\ of {Hungary had aſſembled two confiderable armies in Mora- 


nk. via and Bohemia. Prince Charles of Lorraine, at the head 
tel Y of fifty thouſand men, advanced againſt the Saxons and 
Prufftans, who thought proper to retire with precipitation 


1th from Moravia, which they had invaded. Then the Prince 
ule cock the route to Bohemia; and Marſhal Broglio, who com- 
in manded 


: and that the late ſucceſſes of the Auſtrian arms were in a 


XXIV. By this time great changes had 1 1 in 
e affairs of the continent. The elector of Bavaria was 
ſehoſen Emperor of Germany at Franckfort on the Maine, 


him with a ſubſidy of fifty Roman months, amounting to 


In March, Count Saxe, with a detachment of F rench 


[obliged to evacuate Bavaria, though they afterwards re- 


the now become extremely formidable. In May, a detach- 
a ment of French and Bavarians advanced to the caſtle of 
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joined battle at Czaſlaw, where the Auſtrians at firſt gain- Th ies in 
ſian baggage: then the irregulars began to plunder ſo eagerly, 


fan infantry took this opportunity to rally: the battle was 


and twelve hundred taken by the enemy. The Pruſſians 
paid dear for the honour of remaining on the field of battle; 
and from the circumſtances of this action the King is 


gagement, he rode off with great expedition, until he was 


defeat. Immediately after this battle, he diſcovered an in- 
clination to accommodate all differences with the Queen 
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fallen a ſacrifice, had not the King of Pruſſia received a 
ſtrong re-enforcement, and entered that kingdom before | 
his allies could be attacked. The two armies advanced 3 
towards each other; and, on the ſeventeenth of May, 


ed thei 
tation 1 
themſel 
being j 


ed a manifeſt advantage, and penetrated as far as the Pruſ- 
that they neglected every other conſideration. The Pruſ- 


renewed, and, after a very obſtinate conteſt, the victory 
was ſnatched out of the hands of the Auſtrians, who were Ciriſni. 


obliged to retire, with the loſs of five thouſand men killed, Auſtr. 5 
French 


the oth 
mi ight 

and bay 
veſted « 


operatic 


ſaid to have conceived a diſguſt to the war. When the 
Auſtrians made ſuch progreſs in the beginning of the en- 


recalled by a meſſage from his general, the Count de Schwe- ö ſlovenh) 
rin, aſſuring his Majeſty that there was no danger of a that far 
at diſcr 
for thei 


FQueen 


of Hungary. The Earl of Hyndford, ambaſſador from 


the court of Great-Britain, who accompanied him in this : ould \ 
campaign, and was veſted with full powers by her Hunga- offer ed 
rian Majeſty, did not fail to cultivate this favourable diſ- mia, on 
poſition; and on the firſt day of June, a treaty of peace be- but the! 
tween the two powers was concluded at Breſlaw. The The Ki 
Queen ceded to his Pruſſian Majeſty the Upper and Lower Nn to 
Sileſia, with the county of Glatz in Bohemia; and he reduced 
charged himfelt with the payment of the ſum lent by the comma! 
merchants of London to the late Emperor, on the Sileſian eek, E 
revenues. He likewiſe engaged to obſerve a ſtrict neutra- hen tt 
lity during the war, and to withdraw his forces from Bo- Joined t 
| hemia in fifteen days after the ratification of the treaty, in Charles 
which were comprehended the King of Great-Britain Jun&io, 
EleQor of Hanover, the Czarina, the King of Denmark, kin the 


the 


i 


- which were accepted. 


Mareſchal Broglio, who commanded the French auxilia- 
my in that kingdom, and the Count de Belleiſſe, abandon- 


tation under the cannon of Prague. There they entrenched 
themſelves in an advantageous ſituation; and Prince Charles 
being joined by the other body of Auſtrians, under Prince 
Lobkowitz, encamped in ſight of them, on the hills of 
Ciriſnitz. The Grand Duke of Tuſcany arrived in the 
Auſtrian army, of which he took the command; and the 


1. {veſted on all fides about the end of July. Though the 
a; operations of the ſiege were carried on in an aukward and 
e- ſovenly manner, the place was ſo effectually blocked up, 


ba] that famine muſt have compelled the French to ſurrender 


n- Nat diſcretion, had not very extraordinary efforts been made 
en for their relief. The Emperor had made advances to the 
m | Queen of Hungary. He promiſed that the French forces 


is ſhould quit Bohemia, and evacuate the empire; and he 


a · offered to renounce all pretenſions to the kingdom of Bohe- 
if. (ia, on condition that the Auſtians wouldreſtore Bavaria: 
e- but theſe conditions were declined by the court of Vienna. 
he The King of France was no ſooner appriſed of the condi- 


cr tion to which the Generals Broglio and Belleiſle were 
reduced, than he ſent orders to Marſhal Maillebois, who 


commanded his army on the Rhine, to march to their re- 
lief, His troops were immediately put in motion ; and 
When they reached Amberg in the Upper Palatinate were 


Charles of Lorraine having received intelligence of their 
Junion and deſign, left eighteen thouſand men to main- 
Bain the blockade of Prague, under the command of Gene- 
ral 


5; XXVI. The King of Pruſſia recalled his troops; while 


. d their magazines and baggage, and retired with precipi- 


F rench generals offered to ſurrender Prague, Egra, and all 
the other places they poſſeſſed in Bohemia, provided they 
might be allowed to march off with their arms, artillery, 
de and baggage. The propoſal was rejected, and Prague in- 


Joined to the French and Imperialiſts from Bavaria. Prince 
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he was joined by Count Khevenhuller, who from Bavari 


ed Bohemia on the twenty-fifth day of September. Bu 
he marched with ſuch precaution, that Prince Charles 3 


no at liberty, took poſt at Leutmaritz. Maillebois ad] 
vanced as far as Kadan : but ſeeing the Auſtrians poſſeſſed 
of all the paſſes of the mountains, he marched back tothe 

Palatinate, and was miſerably harraſſed in his retreat ble 


on all hands, returned to Prague, from whence Brogliq 
command the army of Maillebois, who was by this tim 


blockade of Prague, had ſo effeQually cut off all commu 


want of proviſion. They were already reduced to the neceſ 


treat, which was actually put in execution. Having take 


middle of December, departed from Prague at midnight 
with about fourteen thouſand men, thirty pieces of art 


Notwithſtanding the difficulties he muſt have encounter] 
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advanced to Haydon on the frontiers of Bohemia. Then To 
6 o 


had followed the enemy, now commanded by Count Sec. 2 540 


kendorff, and the Count de Saxe. Seckendorff, however, | 4 le ſo] 
was ſent back to Bavaria, while Marſhal Maillebois enter 


periſn 
I wWeari. 
\uſtr1 
on the 
Tortur 
lution 
litter 
neceſſ 
never 
* a? but all 
Prince Charles, who had left a ſtrong body with Princ fell in. 
Lobkowitz, to watch the motions of Belleiſle and Brogliuf 
XXVII. Theſe generals ſeeing themſelves ſurrounded 


could not bring him to an engagement. Mean while 
Feſtititz, for want of ſufficient force, was obliged to aban- 
don the blockade of Prague, and the French generals being 


made his eſcape in the habit of a courier, and was ſent to ceptio 


perfor 
to Pra, 
in tha 
nication between the place and the adjacent country, tha this c 
in a little time the French troops were reduced to greg $X 


extremity, both from the ſeverity of the ſeaſon, and th b POW: 


% of Apr 
A barkec 
out an 
Earl o 
# lande 
4 | extrao 
; | neſſes, 


diſgraced. Prince Lobkowitz, who now directed thi 


ſity of eating horſe-fleſh, and unclean animals; and the 
had no other proſpe& but that of periſhing by famine c. 
war, when their commander formed the ſcheme of a re: 


ſome artful precautions to deceive the enemy, he, in th 
lery, and ſome of the principal citizens as hoſtages for tit 12 
ſafety of nine hundred ſoldiers whom he had left in ai F 


at that ſcaſon of the Fs in a broken and unfrequented road 1 | 
which 
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f, 4 $yhich he purpoſely choſe, he marched with ſuch expedi- CH AP 
en ion, that he had gained the paſſes of the mountains, be- VII. 
1 fore he was overtaken by the horſe and huſſars of Prince 170 R 


Lobkowitz. The fatigue and hardſhips which the miſera- 
ple ſoldiers underwent are inexpreſſible. A great number 


7 Ppexrineſs, cold, and hunger, were left to the mercy of the 
{Auſtrian irregulars, conſiſting of the moſt barbarous people 


, with the hip-gout, behaved with ſurpriſing reſo- 


ing Hution and activity. He cauſed himſelf to be carried in a 
a0 litter to every place where he thought his preſence was 
J neceſſary, and made ſuch diſpoſit ions, that the purſuers 
) 


never could make an impreſſion upon the body of his troops: 
but all his artillery, baggage, and even his own equipage, 
fell into the hands of the enemy. On the twenty-ninth 
1 day of December, he arrived at Egra, from whence he 
proceeded to Alſace without further moleſtation : but, 


performed. After his eſcape, Prince Lobkowitz returned 
to Prague, and the ſmall garriſon which Belleiſle had left 
in that place ſurrendered upon honourable terms; ſo that 
chal Qbis capital reverted to the houſe of Auſtria. 


þ R diverſion in the Netherlands, had, in the month 
ccc ol April, ordered ſixteen thouſand effective men to be em- 
barked for that country; but, as this ſtep was taken with- 
Ie d out any previous concert with the States-General, the 


a re Earl of Stair, deſtined to the command of the forces in 
aken Flanders, was in the mean time appointed ambaſſador 


1 extraordinary and plenipotentiary to their High-Mightt- 
ige : neſſes, in order to perſuade them to co-operate vigorouſſy 


N plan by which Great-Britain was engaged as a principal 
in a foreign diſpute, and entailed upon herſelf the whole 


$ burthen of an expenſive war, big with ruin and diſgrace. 
I England, from being the umpire, Was now become a I 


periſhed in the ſnow, and many hundreds, fainting with 


fon the face of the earth. The Count de Belleiſle, though 


i when he returned to Verſailles, he met with a very cold re- 
ception, notwithſtanding the gallant exploit which he had 


rely $XXVII The King of Great-Britain reſolying to make 


, in the plan which his Britannick Majeſty had formed—A. 


46 

1% 

o 1) 
i! 
{ 
| 
| 
1 


— —— - — 


—U— — 


— — — — —äm—— 
_— P — 
— Pn” EAneregs 


— 
—— ——Hẽ 


— — — — — — 
. — — — 


Proper to divulge. The King of Great-Britain found | 
convenient to accommodate theſe differences. Inthe couri:Þ 


they reſolved to adhere to their neutrality : they dreaded 


: proteſted in favour of the Prince, againſt the promotion 
of foreign generals which had lately been made: but his 


where they encamped. The Earl of Stair repaired to 


but all of a ſudden the troops were ſent into winter- 
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in all continental quarrels ; and, inſtead of trimming tig teren 
balance of Europe, laviſned away her blood and treaſur . 
in ſupporting the intereſt and allies of a puny ele ctorate ii public 
the north of Germany. The King of Pruſſia had bees % the v 
at variance with the EleQor of Hanover. The duchy Jpg an ar 


| Mecklenburgh was the avowed ſubje& of diſpute : but hi N f ugmen 
Pruſſian Majeſty is ſaid to have had other more provoking e Cou 


cauſes of complaint, which, however, he did not thin 9 be tri 


dn the 
e ill enc 
of this ſummer, the two powers concluded a convention, % 2 ny | 
in conſequence of which the troops of Hanover evacuatedÞy PARTS 
Mecklenburgh, and three regiments of Brandenburgh took 1 neck 
poſſeſſion of thoſe bailiwicks that were mortgaged to they TEK 
King of Pruſſia, The eleQorate of Hanover being now] ber prec 
ſecured from danger, fixteen thouſand troops of that coun: 2 conſic 
try, together with the ſix thouſand auxiliary Heſſians, Ind at 1 
began their march for the Netherlands; and about the ww 
middle of October arrived in the neighbourhood of Bruſſels, of her 

ſolemni 
Ghent, where the Britiſh forces were quartered : a body] ber nep 
of Auſtrians was aſſembled ; and though the ſeaſon was by the 1 
far advanced, he ſeemed determined upon ſome expedition: Won of 
derickſſ 
V Cou 
to ano 
near He 
ſubmitt 
tranſpo 
[to Abo 

bands « 
advanc 
ueceſſi 
o the e 
tc the 
Moſcow 
Niet; a 
hen t] 


quarters. The Auſtrians retired to Luxembourg: the 
Engliſh and Heſſians remained in Flanders; and the Ha- 
noverians marched into the county of Liege, without pay- 
ing any regard to the Biſhop's proteſtation. 
XXXIX. The States-General had made a conſiderable 
augmentation of their forces by ſea and land; but, not- 
withſtanding the repeated inſtances of the Earl of Stair, 


the neighbourhood of the French ; and they were far from 
being pleaſed to ſee the Engliſh get footing in the Nether- 
lands. The friends of the Houſe of Orange began to exen 
themſelves : the ſtates of Groningen and Weſt-Frieſland 


interc!{ 
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And and Holland, which had the greateſt weight in the 
Tpublick. The revolution in Rufha did not put an end 
1 o the war with Sweden. Theſe two powers had agreed 

| ' fo an armiſtice of three months, during which the Czarina 
33 her forces in Finland. She likewiſe ordered 
t e Counts Oſterman and Munich, with their adherents, 

| | o be tried: they were condemned to death, but pardoned 
dn the ſcaffold, and ſent in exile to Siberia. The Swedes, 


. o any terms of accommodation, unleſs Carelia, and the 


her predeceſſor to aſſiſt the houſe of Auſtria. She remitted 
2 conſiderable ſum of money to the Queen of Hungary; 
and at the ſame time congratulated the EleQor of Bavaria 
on his elevation to the imperial throne. The ceremony 


Holemnity, at Moſcow ; and in November, ſhe declared 
ther nephew, the Duke of Holſtein-Gottorp, her ſucceſſor, 
Fa j by the title of Grand Prince of all the Ruſſias. The ceſſa- 
tion of arms being expired, General Laſcy reduced Fre- 
Lerickſheim, and obliged the Swediſh army, commanded 
by Count Lewenhaupt, to retire before him,from one place 


[tranſported by ſea to Sweden; his cavalry marched by land 
o Abo; and his artillery and magazines remained in the 
bands of the Ruſhans. The King of Sweden being of an 


to the eldeſt fiſter to Charles XII. was declared next heir 
o the crown. A courier was immediately diſpatched to 


« iet; and this meſſage was followed by a deputation : but 


118 hen they underſtood that he had embraced the religion 


ther conqueſts of the Czar Peter, ſhould be reſtored. The 
French court had expected to bring over the new empreſs 
} 4 their meaſures : but they found her as well diſpoſed as 


of her coronation was performed in May, with great 


do another, until at length they were quite ſurrounded 
near Helfingfors, In this emergency, the Swediſh general 
ſubmitted to a capitulation, by which his infantry were 


Licon, to notify to the Duke this determination of the 
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Kill encouraged by the intrigues of France, refuſed to liſten 


advanced age, the diet aſſembled in order to ſettle the 
ſucceſſion; and the Duke of Holſtein-Gottorp, as grandſon | 
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commerce. 


ally made equitable propoſals of peace to the Queen of Hun 
gary, by whom they were rejected. Thus repulſed, they 


a ſiſter of the Grand Duke, who preſſed him to declar:Þ# 


ferences were opened at Abo for this purpoſe. In t in a t. 
mean time, the events of war had been fo long unfortunat 


to death, they appealed to the diet, by which the ſentenc 
was confirmed. The term of the ſubſidy-treaty between 


refuſed to renew it; nor would he accede to the peace 9 


gratify him with ſome territories in the Milaneſe 
beſides, he thought the Spaniards had already gained tov 
much ground in Italy: but, at the ſame time, he wa 


HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 


of the Greek church, and been acknowledged ſucceſſor i | Jenter 
the throne of Ruſha, they annulled his election for Sweden ing a 


and reſolved that the ſucceſſion ſhould not be re-eſtabliſhed by Ce 


until a peace ſhould be concluded with the Czarina. Co and u 


his do 
for Sweden, that it was abſolutely neceſſary to appeaſe th; dimin 
indignatton of the people with ſome ſacrifice. The Gene dom 
rals Lewenkaupt and Bodenbrock were tried by a court as far 
martial for miſconduR * being found guilty and condemne! 1 XS 
| ' third 
£ into 8 
Y taken 
began 
| Savoy 
took | 
© purſue 
| of eac 
quis d 
5 from 
forces 
was ag 
of the 
the g⸗ 
hours. 
for her brother, and the Queen of Hungary promiſed u King 
back 


Great Britain and Denmark expiring, his Daniſh. Majefh 


Breſſae. On the other hand, he became ſubſidiary t 
France, with which allo he concluded a new treaty of 


$ XXX. The 8 of Verſailles were now kde 1 
tired of maintaining the war in Germany, and ac 


redoubled their preparations, and endeavoured, by advan 
tageous offers, to detach the King of Sardinia from the in 
tereſt of the Houſe of Auſtria. This prince had eſpouſed 


| quarts 
who d 


afraid of being cruſhed between France and Spain, befor Mode 
he could be properly ſupported. He, therefore, temporiſcdſ to Co 
and protracted the negociation, until he was alarmed a ny; | 
the progreſs of the Spaniſh-arms in Italy, and fixed in h the At 
determination by the ſubſidies of Great-Britain. Tb in the 
Spaniſh army aſſembled at Rimini, under the Duke de Piedn 
Montemar; and being joined by the Neapolitan force, meſan 
amounted to ſixty thouſand men, furniſhed with a large paign 
train of artillery. About the beginning of May, _ the K 
8 f entete 


feet i 
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ing againſt them, joined the Auſtrian army commanded 


his dominions. The Duke de Montemar, ſeeing his army 
| y diminiſhed by ſickneſs and deſertion, retreated to the king- 


| 'E far as Rimini. 


ane 1 SXXXI. Here he received miligencs, that Don Philip, 
= third ſon of his Catholick Majeſty, had made an irruption | 


£ into Savoy with another army of Spaniards, and already 
taken poſſeſſion of Chamberri, the capital. He forthwith 
began his march for Piedmont. Don Philip abandoned 


took poſt under the cannon of fort Barreaux. The King 
© purſued him thither, and both armies remained in fight 
1 of each other till the month of December, when the Mar- 


| forces under Don Philip. This general's firſt. exploit 
was againſt the caſtle of Aſpremont, in the neighbourhood 
| of the Sardinian camp. He attacked it ſo vigorouſly that 


lar hours. The loſs of this important poſt compelled the 


d to | King to retire into Piedmont, and the Spaniards marched 


ee back into Savoy, where they eſtabliſhed their winter- 
too quarters. In the mean time, the Duke de Montemar, 
waſh who directed the other Spaniſh army, though the Duke of 
for Modena was nominal generaliſſimo, reſigned his command 
ech to Count Gages, who attempted to penetrate into Tuſca- 
| ai ny; but was prevented by the vigilance of Count Traun, 


by Count Traun; marched into the duchy of Parma; 

. 4 ning that the Duke of Modena had engaged 

in a treaty with the Spaniards, diſpoſſeſſed that Prince of 
1 


dom of Naples, and was followed by the King of Sardinia, 


Saroy at his approach, and retreating into Dauphine, 


quis de Minas, an active and enterpriſing general, arrived 
from Madrid, and took upon him the command of the 


the garriſon was obliged to capitulate in four and forty 


95 


| F entered the Bologneſe : then the King of Sardinia declar- CH A F. 
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hy | the Auſtrian general. In December he quartered his troops 


The in the Bologneſe and Romagna; ; while the Auſtrians and 
de Piedmonteſe were diſtributed in the Modeneſe and Par- 
e meſan. The Pope was paſſive during the whole cam- 


nge paign : the Venetians maintained their neutrality and 
the King of the two Sicilies was over- awed by the Britiſh 


| feet in the Mediterranean. 


red 


$XXXU.. 


detached Commodore Rowley, with eight ſail, to cruiſe Þ 


chant ſhips belonging to the enemy fell into his hands. 


#ttack the rich town of Panama: : They failed from 
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$ XXXII. The new miniſtry in England had ſent out 1 


Admiral Matthews toaſſume the command of this ſquadron, | ei 


which had been for ſome time conducted by Leſtock, an | : 


inferior officer, as Haddock had been obliged to reſign his : 
commiſſion, on account of his ill ſtate of health. Mat-) 


thews was likewiſe inveſted with the character of miniſter- Þ *© 


plenipotentiary to the King of Sardinia and the ſtates of 29m 


Italy. Immediately after he had taken poſſeſſion of his 5 ſpecta 
command, he ordered Captain Norris to deſtroy five Spa- War? 


niſh gallies which had put into the bay of St. Tropez; £ ſoldie! 


E of wh1 
and this ſervice was effectually performed. In May he 5 Went 


. troop! 
part c 
5 |! gloric 


off the harbour of Toulon ; and a great number of mer- 


In Auguſt he ſent Commodore Martin with another ſqua- 


dron into the bay of Naples, to bombard that city, unleſs 2 der 
his Sicilian Majeſty would immediately recall his eroope, i And: 
which had joined the Spaniſh army, and promiſe to remain 5 new 
neuter during the continuance of the war. Naples was St. / 
immediately filled with conſternation: the King ſubſcribed Þ 58 


to theſe conditions; and the Engliſh ſquadron rejoined the | ty ſh 


admiral j in the road of Hieres, which he had choſen for his Fe 
winter ſtation. Before this period he had landed ſome | Ogle 
men at St. Remo, i in the territories of Genoa, and deſtroy- | 


ed the magazines that were erected for the uſe of the Spa- - 2 
niſh army. He had likewiſe ordered two of his cruiſers to Þ 
attack a Spaniſh ſhip of the line which lay at anchor in BY 
the port of Ajaccio, in the iſland of Corfica : but the Spa- $ 
niſh captain ſet his men on ſhore, and blew up his ſhip, C plait 
rather than he ſhould fall into the hands of the Engliſh. nd 


$XXXIIT. In the courſe of this year Admiral Vernon 
and General Wentworth made another effort in the Weſt- © _ 
Indies, They had in January received 4 re-enforcement TH. 


from England, and planned a new expedition, i in concert 2 
with the governor of Jamaica, who accompanied them in = 


the voyage. Their deſign was to diſembark the troops at 
Porto-Bello; and march acroſs the iſthmus of Darien , to 


Jamaica 
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ou 
on. eighth arrived at Porto-Bello. There they held a council 
an F war, in which it was reſolved, that as the troops were 


his if ſickly, the rainy ſeaſon begun, and ſeveral tranſports not 

yet arrived, the intended expedition was become impracti- 
er. cable. In purſuance of this determination the armament 
of immediately returned to Jamaica, exhibiting a ridiculous 
Th I fpcaacle of folly and irrefolution*. In Auguſt a ſhip of 
A war was ſent from thence, with about three hundred 
> ſoldiers, to the ſmall iſland Rattan, in the bay of Honduras, 
50 £ of which they took poſſeſſion. In September Vernon and 
b Wentworth received orders to return to England with ſuch 
? troops as remained alive : theſe did not amount to a tenth 
4. 5 part of the number which had been ſent abroad in that in- 
| glorious ſervice. The inferior officers fell ignobly by 


«| | ſickneſs and deſpair, without an opportunity of ſignalizing 
$ 

| their courage, and the commanders lived to feel the ſcorn 
„and reproach of their country. In the month of June the 


| new colony of Georgia was invaded by an armament from 
4 St. Auguſtine, commanded by Don Marinel de Montea- 


ty ſhips, from which four thouſand men were landed at St. 
Simon's; and began their march for Frederica. General 
' | Oglethorpe, with a handful of men, took ſuch wiſe pre- 
4 - cautions for oppoſing their progreſs, and harraſſed them in 
their march with ſuch activity and reſolution, that after 
— | two of their detachments had been defeated, they retired 
„ 0 their ſhips, and totally abandoned the enterpriſe. 

| SF XXXIV. In England the merchants ſtill com- 

| plained that their commerce was not properly protected, 


and the people clamoured againſt the conduct of the war. 
_ i 5 They 


ſtopher⸗ s. They forthwith engaged, and the action continued till night, by 


the favour of which the enemy retired to Porto-Rico in a ſhattered condition. 
In the month of September the Tilbury ſhip of war, of ſixty-guns, was 


accidentally ſet on fire, and deſtroyed, off the iſland of Hiſpaniola : 


no, governor of that fortreſs, It conſiſted of fix-and-thir- | 


In May two Engliſh frigates, commanded by Captain smith and Captain 
Stuart, fell in with three Spanith ſhips of war, near the iſland of St. Chri · 


_ ich occaſion one a Hi and twenty ſeven men periſhed ; the reſt were. 
ved by Capt. Hoare of the Defiance 85 vy ho happened to be on the ſamecruiſe, 
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Hamaica on the ninth day of March, and on the twenty- CH Ap. 
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BOOK They ſaid their burthens were increaſed to mainlainquarrelþ Snjun© 
with which they had no concern; to defray the enormouÞÞrvice | 


expenſe of inactive fleets and pacific armies. Lord C. had 
by this time inſinuated himſelf into the confidence off 3 
his ſovereign, and engroſſed the whole direction of pub- and tha 


lick affairs. The war with Spain was now become a {c-Þthough 


condary conſideration, and neglected accordingly ; while . e req 
the chief attention of the new miniſter was turned] rocurit 
upon the affairs of the continent. The diſpute with Spain] Jgefenſiv 
concerned Britain only. The intereſts of Hanover were] ina, 

connected with the troubles of the empire. By purſuingÞ* 
this object he ſoothed the wiſhes of his maſter, and 
opened a more ample field for his own ambition. He had 


3 
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ſtudied the policy of the continent with peculiar eagernels. 


This was the favourite ſubject of his reflexion, upon which 
he thought and ſpoke with a degree of enthuſiaſm. The 
intolerable taxes, the poverty, the ruined commerce] Euro 
bf thei 
for an 
pf Che 
occaſic 
maxin 
at all 1 
aſſura 
preſen 
mutuẽ 
the K 
| Houſe 
| Viving 
ber o 
vocat 
This 

many 
bim 
Z tion 

been 

wo 


of his country, the iniquity of ſtanding armies, votes of 


credit, and foreign connections, upon which he had ſo 
often expatiated, were now forgotten, or overlooked, 


He ſaw nothing but glory, conqueſt, and acquired do- 


minion. He ſet the power of France at defiance ; and, 


as if Great-Britain had felt no diſtreſs, but teemed with 
treaſure which ſhe could not otherwiſe employ, he poured 
forth her millions with a raſh and deſperate hand, in 
purchaſing beggarly allies, and maintaining mercenary ar- 
mies. The Earl of Stair had arrived in England towards 


the end of Auguſt, and conferred with his "Majeſty. A 
privy- council was ſummoned ; and in a few days that 

nobleman returned to Holland. Lord Carteret was ſent 
with a commiſſion to the Hague 1 in September ; ; and when 


he returned, the baggage of the King and the Duke of 
Cumberland, which had been ſhipped for Flanders, was 


ordered to be brought on ſhore. The parliament mct 


on the ſixteenth day of November, when his Majeſty told 


them, that he had augmented the Britiſh forces in the 
Low-Countries with ſixteen thouſand Hanoverians and 
the Heſſian auxiliarics, 1 in order to form ſuch a force, in 


conjunction 
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@njunQtion with the Auſtrian troops, as might be of c H A p. 


Frvice to the common cauſe at all events. He extolled 
"te magnanimity and fortitude of the Queen of Hungary, 


well as the reſolute conduct of the King of Sardinia, 


Ind that prince's ſtrict adherence to his engagements, 
-© though attacked in his own dominions. He mentioned 
the requifition made by Sweden, of his good offices for 
procuring a peace between that nation and Ruſſia ; the 
gefenſive alliances which he had concluded with the Cza- 
Lina, and with the King of Pruſſia, as events which could 
z ot have been expected, if Great-Britain had not mani- 
ſeſted a ſeaſonable ſpirit and vigour, in defence and aſſiſt- 
ance of her ancient allies, and in maintaining the liber- 
ies of Europe. He ſaid, the honour and intereſt of his 


trown and kingdoms, the ſucceſs of the war with Spain, 


Ihe re-eſtabliſhment of the balance and tranquillity of 
{Europe would greatly depend on the prudence and vigour 
' bf their reſolutions. The Marquis of Tweedale moved 
for an addreſs of thanks, which was oppoſed by the Earl 
pf Cheſterfield, for the reaſons ſo often urged on the ſame 
Poccafion 3 but ſupported by Lord C. on his new. adopted 
maxims, with thoſe ſpecious arguments which he could 
at all times produce, delivered with amazing ſerenity and 
aſſurance. The motion was agreed to, and the addreſs 
{preſented to his Majeſty. About this period a treaty of 
mutual defence and guarantee between his Majeſty and 
the King of Pruſſia was ſigned at Weſtminſter. In the 
| Houſe of Commons Mr. Lyttelton made a motion for re- 
viving the place- bill; but it was oppoſed by a great num- 
ber of members who had formerly been ſtrenuous ad- 
vocates for this meaſure, and rejected upon a diviſion: 
z This was alſo the fate of a motion made to renew the en- 
quiry into the conduct of Robert Earl of Orford. As 
many ſtrong preſumptions of guilt had appeared againſt 
him in the reports of the ſecret committee, the na- 
tion had reaſon to expect that this propoſal would have 
been embraced by a great majority: but ſeveral members, 
boi in the preceding ſeſſion had been loud in their de- 
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BOO K mands of juſtice, now ſhamefully contributed their ta f anove 


I. lents and intereſt in ſtifling the enquiry. | iniſte! 


1742. XXXV. When the Houſe of Lords took into conf Aath, w 
deration the ſeveral eſtimates of the expenſe occafione(ÞÞ as an 
by the forces in the pay of Great-Britain, Earl Stanhope Þ down 

at the cloſe of an elegant ſpeech, moved for an addreſs, u Itegrit. 

| beſeech and adviſe his Majeſty, that, in compaſſion to hiſ}hyhich b 


people, loaded already with ſuch numerous and heayſ| 1 b 
taxes, ſuch large and growing debts, and greater annual ind par 
expenſes than the nation at any time before had every 
ſuſtained, he would exonerate his ſubjects of the charge 1 

and burden of thoſe mercenaries who, were taken into the 
ſervice laſt year, without the advice or conſent of pa- 
liament. The motion was ſupported by the Earl ol gainſt 
Sandwich, who took occaſion to ſpeak with great con- or 
tempt of Hanover, and in mentioning the royal family 
ſeemed to forget that decorum which the ſubje& required, ; 
He had, indeed, reaſon to talk with aſperity on the con- 
tract by which the Hanoverians had been taken into the Pp 
pay of Great-Britain. Levy-money was charged to the port tl 
account, though they were engaged for one year only; meaſur 
and though not a fingle regiment had been raiſed on thiFBritiſh 
occaſion: they had been levied for the ſecurity of the highly 

eleQorate ; and would have been maintained if EnglaniÞcounci 

Will Had never engaged in the affairs of the continent. The future 

0 Duke of Bedford enlarged upon the ſame ſubject. He againſ 

1 aid it had been ſuſpected, nor was the ſuſpicion without that th 

[al Foundation, that the meaſures of the Engliſh miniſtry had inſuffi 

Is long been regulated by the intereſt of his Majeſty's elec.¶ ſtreng 

toral territories : that theſe had been long conſidered as 2 an arn 

jj gulf into which the treaſures of Great-Britain had been pals ix 

9 thrown: that the ſtate of Hanover had been changed which 


lt without any viſible cauſe, ſince the acceſſion of iti to wit] 
[i Princes to the throne of England: affluence had begun to Pexhau 
| wanton in their towns, and gold to glitter in their cot ¶ found 


5 ele Qo 
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, 0 con 
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tages, without the diſcovery of mines, or the increaſe 0 
their commerce; and new dominions had been purchaſed, 
of which the value was never paid from the revenues e 
| | Hanovef. 
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| Miniſter, the patriot Lord Bathurſt, and the Earl of 
nf. 
net L as an act of cowardice and meanneſs, to fall paſſive- 
ope down the ſtream of popularity, to ſuffer his reaſon and 
„ to z 


ptegrity to be overborn by the noiſe of vulgar clamours, 


o hi z hich had been raiſed againſt the meaſures of government 
ear the low arts of exaggeration, fallacious reaſonings, 
nua 4 nd partial repreſentations. This is the very language 


evelf Phich Sir Robert Walpole had often uſed againſt Mr. 
argeÞPulteney and his confederates in the Houſe of Commons. 
the The affociates of the new ſecretary pleaded the cauſe of 
par Hanover, and inſiſted upon the neceſſity of a land war 
| off ggainſt France, with all the vehemence of declamation. 
con- Their ſuggeſtions were anſwered ; their conduct was ſe- 
uly,Fycrely ſtigmatized by the Earl of Cheſterfield, who ob- 
red ſerved, that the aſſembling an army in Flanders, without 
con 
thelj 
 theſÞ 


port the Queen of Hungary, was a raſh and ridiculous 
aly ; 


meaſure : the taking fixteen thouſand Hanoverians into 
thiÞBritiſh pay, without conſulting the parliament, ſeemed 
the highly derogatory to the rights and dignity of the great 
land council of the nation, and a very dangerous precedent to 
The future times: that theſe troops could not be employed 
Hes againſt the Emperor, whom they had already recognized: 
ouWthat the arms and wealth of Britain alone were altogether 
had inſufficient to raiſe the houſe of Auſtria to its former 
lec-Fſtrength, dominion, and influence: that the aſſembling 
as 4 an army in Flanders would engage the nation as princi- 
deen pals in an expenſive and ruinous war, with a power 
wed which it ought not to provoke, and could not pretend 


Bath, which laſt nobleman declared, that he conſidered 


he concurrence of the States-General, or any other 
power engaged by treaty, or bound by intereſt, to ſup- 
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r ta Hanover: The motion was hunted down by the new CHAP 
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ite to withſtand in that manner: that while Great-Britain 


n to erhauſted herſelf almoſt to ruin, in purſuance of ſchemes 


cot- ; founded on engagements to the Queen of Hungary, the 
e 0 ele ctorate of Hanover, though under the ſame engage- 
ſed, ments, and governed by the ſame prince, did not appear 
5 C 


to contribute any thing as an ally to her aſſiſtance, but 
Vas paid by Great - Britain for all the forces i had ſent into 
E thc 
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It may be proper (added he) to repeat what may h; 5 
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the field, at a very exorbitant price: that nothing cod 
be more abſurd and iniquitous than to hire theſe mera 
naries, while a numerous army lay inactive at home 
and the nation groaned under ſuch intolerable burthnſM 


forgotten in the multitude of other objects, that th 
«© nation, after having exalted the Elector of Hanovſ 
* from a ſtate of obſcurity to the crown, is condemne(i 
* to hire the troops of that electorate to fight their owWFamil! 
© cauſe; to hire them at a rate which was never demande 


before; and to pay levy-money for them,. though i beaſtl 


| ſunk into the moſt brutal degeneracy, by drinking 1 
| exceſs the pernicious ſpirit called Gin, which was ſold i 
cheap, that the loweſt claſs of the people could afford to in. 


0:16 nn to all Europe that they were not raiſed o 


ſtry joined in the oppoſition to Earl Stanhope's me 


parliament they loſt with the people. The new mini. Fi 
ſters became more odious than their predeceſſors ; and L 


in publick, inviting you to be drunk for the ſmall ei. 


police 
grace 
reſtra 
tion, which was rejected by the majority. Then th: 1 ature 
Earl of Scarborough moved for an addreſs, to approve of 
the meaſures which had been taken on the continent; an no li 
this was likewiſe'carried by dint of number. It was not, 2 
however, a very eligible victory : what they gained | ers we 


ce this occaſion.” All the partiſans of the old min 


people began to think that publick virtue was an empty] 
name. N 

$ XXXVI. But the moſt ſevere oppoſition _ underWmeaſy 
went was in their endeavours to ſupport a bill which thej{as the 
had concerted, and which had paſſed through the Houl: | 


of Commons with great precipitation : - it repealed certain year { 
duties on ſpirituous liquors; and licenſes for retai fore, 
ing theſe liquors; and impoſed others at an caſieſ modet 
rate. When thoſe ſevere duties, amounting almoſt to l 


prohibition, were impoſed, the populace of London werf would 


by me 
dulge themſelves in one continued ſtate of intoxication, 3 
to the deſtruction of all morals, induſtry, and orde! End p 
Such a ſhameful degree cf profiigacy prevailed, that th but a 
retailers of this poiſonous compound ſet up painted board pute 


pen 
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nerd! Trunk for two-pence, and have ſtraw for nothing. They 


om ? kccordingly provided cellars and places ſtrewed with ſtraw, 


hen o which they conveyed thoſe wretches who were over- 
ay H ſrhelmed with intoxication. In theſe diſmal caverns they 
t th lay until they recovered ſome uſe of their faculties, and 
not then they had recourſe to the ſame miſchievous po- 
mneFion ; thus conſuming their health, and ruining their 
on ſamilies in hideous receptacles of the moſt filthy vice, 
ande Feſounding with riot, execration, and blaſphemy. Such 
gh i peaſtly practices too plainly denoted a total want of all 
d fo police and civil regulation, and would have reflected diſ- 
mini grace upon the moſt barbarous community. In order to 
mo reſtrain this evil, which was become intolerable, the legi- 


n th 4 ature enaQed that law which we have already mentioned. 
ove e But the populace ſoon broke through all reſtraint. Though _ 
; ant l o licence was obtained, and no duty paid, the liquor 
5 Not, Pontinued to be ſold in all corners of the ſtreets: inform 
cd i ers were intimidated by the threats of the people; and 


mini. che juſtices of the peace, either from indolence or cor- 
auff ruption, neglected to put the law in execution. The 
mp nem miniſters foreſaw that a great revenue would 
5 acerue to the crown from a repeal of this act; and this 
nden meaſure they thought they might the more decently take, 
they as the law had proved ineffectual: for it appeared that 
Hou "the conſumption of gin had confiderably increaſed every 


ertauß hear ſince thoſe heavy duties were impoſed. They, there- 


retail z fore, pretended, that ſhould the price of the liquor be 


cali moderately raiſed, and licences granted at twenty ſhil- 


to i lings each to the retailers, the loweſt claſs of people 
weile would be debarred the uſe of it to exceſs: their morals 


ng 0 would of conſequence be mended ; and a conſiderable 
old 10 0 ſum of money might be raiſed for the ſupport of the war, 
to u, by mortgaging the revenue ariſing from the duty and the 


ation, Wicences, Upon theſe maxims the new bill was founded, 
order Wand paſſed through the Lower Houſe without oppoſition : 
t thei Wbut among the Peers it produced the moſt obſtinate diſ- 
arc _ which had happened ſince the beginning of this par- 


1! cr _ lament. 
pen : | 
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liament. The firſt aſſault it ſuſtained was from Lo 
© Jpirituo 
© 3ng-fun 
Increaſc 
was hardened into a ſturdy patriot ; the other ſuppled into On the 


an obſequious courtier. Lord Hervey, on this occaſion, 


Hervey, who had been diveſted of his poſt of privy-ſeal, 
which was beſtowed on Lord Gower ; and theſe two no- 


blemen exchanged principles from that inſtant. The firſt | 


made a florid harangue upon the pernicious effects ot 
that deſtructive ſpirit they were about to let looſe upon 


bill with the united powers of reaſon, wit, and ridicule, 


Lord Carteret, Lord Bathurſt, and the Earl of Bath ö : 


were numbered among its advocates ; and ſhrewd argu- Þ Weclare 


the tru: 


ments were advanced on both ſides of the queſtion. After 


very long, warm, and repeated debates, the bill paſſed 


without amendments, though the whole bench of biſhops 
voted againſt it; and we cannot help owning, that it has 
not been attended with thoſe diſmal conſequences which 
the lords in the oppoſition foretold. When the queſtion 


was put for committing this bill, and the Earl of Cheſter- 


field ſaw the biſhops join in his divifion, 6 am in doubt 


„ (faid he) whether J have not got on the other fide of 


ce the queſtion; for I have not had the honour to divide 
* with ſo many lawn ſleeves for ſeveral years.“ 
$ XXXVII. By the report of the ſecret committee it 


appeared that the then miniſter had commenced proſecu- 
tions againſt the mayors of boroughs who oppoſed his 


influence in the elections of members of parliament. 
'Theſe proſecutions were founded on ambiguities in char- 
ters, or trival informalities in the choice of magiſtrates: 


An appeal on ſuch a proceſs was brought into the Houſe 
of Lords; and this evil falling under conſideration, a 
bill was prepared for ſecuring the independency of cor- 


porations : but as it tended to diminiſh the influence of 
the miniſtry, they argued againſt it with their uſual eager- 
neſs and ſucceſs : and it was rejected on a diviſion. The 
mutiny-bill and ſeveral others paſſed through both Houſcs. 
The Commons granted ſupplies to the amount of fi 
millions, 


illion 


the uſu: 
told the 
gary, | 
their fellow-creatures. Several prelates expatiated on the Þ Auſtria 
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, ; Jpirituous liquors, and licences, and a loan from the ſink- 


> ing -fund. In two years the national debt had ſuffered an 
t Jncreaſe of two millions four hundred thouſand pounds. 


0 Vn the twenty-firſt day of April the ſeſſion was cloſed in 
1, 1 the uſual manner. 'The King, in his ſpeech to both Houſes, 
xf © told them, that, at the requiſition of the Queen of Hun- 
n gary, he had ordered his army, in conjunction with the 


Auſtrians, to paſs the Rhine for her ſupport and aſſiſtance: 


vY 


Inillions, raiſed by the land tax, the malt tax, duties on CHAP. 
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6 That he continued one ſquadron of ſhips in the Mediterra- 
. nean, and another in the Weſt-Indies. He thanked the 
Commons for the ample ſupplies they had granted; and 
„declared it was the fixed purpoſe of his heart to promote 
the true intereſt and happineſs of his kingdoms. Imme- 
d Biately after the prorogation of parliament he embarked for 
s © Germany, accompanied by the Duke of Cumberland, Lord 
s | Carterct, and other perſons of diſtinction. „„ 
n $XXXVIII. At this period the Queen of Hungar 

1 | Jeemed to triumph over all her enemies. The French 


+ | tinate ; and their forces under Mareſchal Broglio were 
ll | E on the Danube. Prince Charles of Lorraine, at the 
head of the Auſtrian army entered Bavaria; and in April 


obtained a victory over a body of Bavarians at Braunau: 


through the paſſes of the Tyroleze, ravaged the open coun- 
try to the very gates of Munich. The Emperor preſſed 


run this riſque, though he had received a ſtrong re- enforce- 


ſelf unſafe in Munich, retired to Augſburgh : Mareſchal 
Seckendorf retreated with the Bavarian troops to Ingold- 
ſtadt, where he was afterwards joined by Mareſchal Broglio, 
| whoſe troops had in this retreat been purſued and terribly 
harraſſed by the Auſtrian cavalry and huſſars. Prince 
Arhich now for the third time fell into the hands of the 
Queen of Hungary. Her arms like wiſe reduced Friedberg 


5 and 


3 
4 
be : 


| were driven out of Bohemia and part of the Upper-Pala- 
t 8 the ſame time, three bodies of Croatians penetrating 


the French general to hazard a battle; but he refuſed to 


ment from France. His Imperial Majeſty, thinking him- 


1 had opened a free communication with Munich, 
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with Count Khevenhuller at the convent of Lowerſconfſ 
field, where a convention was ſigned. This treaty in 


mould be quartered in Franconia: That the Queen of 
Hungary ſhould keep poſſeſſion of Bavaria till the peaceſM 


the Auftrians : That the French garriſon of Ingoldſta 5 | 


the place. The government of Egra and Ingoldſtadt | 


' recourſe to the operations of war; and both places werf 


_ eleQorate, a prodigious train of artillery, and a vaſt quat 


he had hitherto made for the ſupport of the Emperoi 
ordered his miniſter at Franckfort to deliver a declaratio 
to the diet, profeſſing himſelf extremely well pleaſed i 
hear they intended to interpoſe their mediation for tern 
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and Landſperg; while Prince Charles continued to purſy ” | 
the French to Donawert, where they were joined by tweh 1 
thouſand men from the Rhine. Broglio ſtill avoided of 
engagement, and retreated before the enemy to Hailbro bo] 
The Emperor being thus abandoned by his allies, a 


| {tripped of all his dominions, repaired to Franckfort, wha © 7 

and d. 
ne lived in indigence and obſcurity. He now made a 
vances towards an accommodation with the 


ueen 
Hungary. His general, Seckendorf, had an intervie 


ported, That the Emperor ſhould remain neuter during i © 
continuance of the preſent war; and That his tro 


That Braunau and Scharding ſhould be delivered up! 


ſhould be permitted to withdraw, and be replaced i: 
Bavarians ; but that the Auſtrian generals ſhould be pi; 
in poſſeſſion of all the artillery, magazines, and warlii 


ſtores belonging to the French, which ſhould be found i 5 lobe lat 


letter c 
[ Idignit) 
memb. 
Ithe ha 
ceſs of 
plorab. 
I 


fuſing to acquieſce in the capitulation, the Auſtrians ha 


reduced. In Ingoldſtadt they found all the Empero'f 
domeſtick treaſure, jewels, plate, pictures, cabinets, an 
curioſities, with the archives of the houſe of Bavaria, th 
moſt valuable effects belonging to the nobility of th: 


tity of proviſions, arms, and ammunition. 2 
S XXXIX. The French King, baffled in all the efforif Panel 


che had 
and ww 
1 Franck 
IXI. 
bad af 
the Rh 
encam 


Vol. 


nating the war. He ſaid, he was no leſs ſatisfied with tl 
treaty of neutrality which the Emperor had concluM 
with the Queen of Hungary; an event of which he vi 
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to the frontiers of his dominions, that the Germanick body 
might be convinced of his equity and moderation. To 
Wthis declaration the Queen of Hungary anſwered in a re- 
ccript, that the deſign of France was to embarraſs her affairs, 
Wand deprive her of the aſſiſtance of her allies : that the 
WEleQor of Bavaria could not be conſidered as a neutral 
party in his own cauſe : that the mediation of the empire 
could only produce a peace either with or without the con- 
- currence of France: that in the former caſe no ſolid peace 
could be expected; 3 in the latter, it was eaſy to foreſee, that 
France would pay no regard to a peace in which ſhe 


that he might afterwards revive the troubles of the empire. 
The Elector of Mentz, who had favoured the Emperor, 


intereſt. He allowed this reſcript to be entered in the 


| letter of this tranſaction „ as a ſtroke levelled at his Imperial 
5 Idignity ; and it gave riſe to a warm diſpute among the 


the haughty conduct, and began to be alarmed at the ſuc- 
ceſs of the houſe of Auſtria ; while others pitied the de- 
3 plorable ſituation of the Emperor. The Kings of Great- 


For Majeſty proteſted againſt the inveſtiture of the duchy of 
Saxe-Lawenburgh, claimed by the King of Great Britain: 


ea and was ſaid to have privately viſited the Emperor at 

WF ranckfort. 

WW 5 XL. 'The troops which the King of Great-Britain 

1:6 pad aſſembled in the Netherlands began their march for 

4 Wthe Rhine i the latter end of Feb 

le wt in atter end of February; and in May they 
Fe near Hoech on the river Mayne, under the com- 


: Vor. III. H mand 


hould have no concern. She alfirmed, that the aim of the 
French King was ſolely to gain time #0 repair his loſſes, 


. was now dead, and his ſucceſſor inclined to the Auſtrian 
ic rnal of the diet, together with the proteſts which had 


been made uben the vote of Bohemia was ſuppreſſed in 
the late election. The Emperor complained in a circular 


members of the Germanick body. Several princes reſented. 


Britain and Pruſſia, as Ele ctors of Hanover and Branden- 
! burgh, ' eſpouſed oppoſite ſides in this conteſt. His Pruſſian 


he had an interview with General Seckendorf at Anſpach; 
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: 10 fooner informed, than he had ordered his troops to return C HA P. 
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BOOK mand of the Earl of Stair. This nobleman ſent Majo 

General Bland to Franckfort, with a compliment to N 
I 1743. Emperor, aſſuring him, in the name of his Britannid | ; 
„ Majeſty, that the reſpect owing to his dignity ſhould nuf 
| * be violated, nor the place of his reſidence diſturbed. Net 4 
| 


withſtanding this aſſurance, the Emperor retired to Munich hu. 

though he was afterwards compelled to return, by the ſue I ftuat 
| ceſs of the Auſtrians in Bavaria, The French King, i 
1 order to prevent the junction of the Britiſh forces wii ere 


* Prince Charles of Lorraine, ordered the Mareſchal di wood 
„ Noailles to aſſemble ſixty thouſand men upon the Mayne on th 
while Coigny was ſent into Alſace with a numerous army, Wt cries 
* to defend that province, and oppoſe Prince Charles, ſnouli a coz 
| he attempt to paſsThe Rhine. The Mareſchal de NoaillsWwith 
i having ſecured the towns of Spire, Worms, and Oppen on th 


heim, paſſed the Rhine in the beginning of June, and 


I = | | centr 
5 poſted himſelf on the caſt fide of that river, above Franck: 


| have 
0 fort. The Earl of Stair advanced towards him, and en them 
1 camped at Killenbach, between the river Mayne and th who c 
tt Ml foreſt of D' Armſtate : from this fituation he made a mo madn 
. tion to Aſchaffenburgh, with a view to ſecure the navigꝭ and a 


Frenc 
regim 
infant 


tion of the Upper Mayne : but he was anticipated by the 
enemy, who lay on the other fide of the river, and hat 
taken poſſeſſion of the poſts above, ſo as to intercept al 


il | a ſupplies. They were poſted on the other fide of the river libera 
'* | - oppoſite to the allies, whoſe camp they overlooked ; and minec 
„ they found means, by their parties and other precautions way, 
W's -to cut off the communication by water between Franc ing lo 
9 0 ed fort and the confederates. The Duke of Cumberland had Had 

ij already come to make his firſt campaign, and his Ma jest them 
„ arrived in the camp on the ninth day of June. He found fo, 
„ his army, amounting to about forty thouſand men, in dangeſ Stair 
Ml ] of ſtarving : he received intelligence, that a re-enforcement N on th 
5 of twelve thouſand Hanoverians and Heſſians had reachei of the 
1 Hanau; and he reſolved to march thither, both with a vient The ( 
Wi to effect the junction, and to procure proviſion for f wot Cu 
i forces. With this view he decamped on the twenty - ati age, 


day of June. He had no ſooner quitted Aſchaffenburgi Alben 
| than 
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_ above three leagues, when he perceived the ene- 
ial 8 y, to the number of thirty thouſand, had paſſed the river 
Wearther down, at Selingenſtadt, and were drawn up in order 
i Jof battle at the village of Dettingen, to diſpute his paſſage. 
Thus he found himſelf cooped up in a very dangerous 
Aſituation. The enemy had poſſeſſed themſelves of Aſchaf- 
enburgh behind, ſo as to prevent his retreat, his troops 


1 yon the oppoſite fide of which the French had erected bat- 
ſeries that annoyed the allies on their march : in the front 
fa conſiderable part of the French army was drawn up, 


jon their right, a wood on their left, and a moraſs in the 


themſelves priſoners of war, had not the Duke de Gramont, 
who commanded the enemy, been inſtigated by the ſpirit of 


moWraadneſs to forego theſe advantages. He paſſed the defile, 


and adyancing towards the allies, a battle enſued. The 


't all 
1ver, 

and 
ions, 


infant ry of the allies behaved with ſuch intrepidity and de- 
liberation, under the eye of their ſovereign, as ſoon deter- 


way, and repaſs the Mayne with great precipitation, hav- 


inch ing loſt about five thouſand men killed, wounded, or taken. 
d he Had they been properly purſued before they recolleQed 
iel themſelves from their firſt confuſion, in all probability they 
ound would have ſuſtained a total overthrow. The Earl of 


angel Stair propoſed that a body of cavalry ſhould be detached 
ment Yon this ſervice 3 but his advice was over- ruled. The loſs 


ache Jof the allies in this action amounted to two thouſand men. 
view 


True Generals Clayton and Monroy were killed: the Duke 


r hi of Cumberland, who exhibited uncommon proofs of cou- 


-ſixth rage, was ſhot through the calf of the leg : the Earl of 
zurgl 


(an 
2 


II 2 diſtinction, 


1 were confined in a narrow plain, bounded by hills and 
| woods on the right, flanked on the left by the river Mayne, 


Faith a narrow paſs before them, the village of Dettingen 


centre. Thus environed, the confederates muſt either 
nave fought at a very great diſadvantage, or ſurrendered 


French horſe charged with great impetuoſity, and ſome _ 
regiments of Britiſh cavalry were put in diſorder : but the 


mined the fate of the day: the French were obliged to give 


Albemarle, General Huſke, and ſeveral other officers of 


99 


Than it was ſeiſed by the French general: he had not C * 4 * 


3 
1743. 


43. 


* 98 


0 O 


＋ II. 


HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 


K mand of the Earl of Stair. This nobleman ſent Majo 
General Bland to Franckfort, with a compliment to th 
Emperor, aſſuring him, in the name of his Britannid 
Majeſty, that the reſpe& owing to his dignity ſhould nt 

be violated, nor the place of his reſidence diſturbed. No 
withſtanding this aſſurance, the Emperor retired toMunich 
though he was afterwards compelled to return, by the ſuc 
ceſs of the Auſtrians in Bavaria, The French King, i 


Prince Charles of Lorraine, ordered the Mareſchal d 
Noailles to aſſemble ſixty thouſand men upon the Mayne 
while Coigny was ſent into Alface with a numerous army 
to defend that province, and oppoſe Prince Charles, ſhoul 
He attempt to paſsthe Rhine. The Mareſchal de Noailles 
having ſecured the towns of Spire, Worms, and Oppen 
heim, paſſed the Rhine in the beginning of June, anc 
poſted himſelf on the eaſt fide of that river, above Franck 
fort. The Earl of Stair advanced towards him, and en 
camped at Killenbach, between the river Mayne and the 
foreſt of D' Armſtate : from this fituation he made a mc 
tion to Aſchaffenburgh, with a view to ſecure the naviga 
tion of the Upper Mayne: but he was anticipated by the 
enemy, who lay on the other fide of the river, and hat 
taken poſſeſſion of the poſts above, ſo as to intercept al 
ſupplies. They were poſted on the other ſide of the river 

_ - oppoſite to the allies, whoſe camp they overlooked ; ant 
they found means, by their parties and other precautions 
to cut off the communication by water between Franck 
fort and the confederates. The Duke of Cumberland ha- 
already come to make his firſt campaign, and his Majeſſ 
arrived in the camp on the ninth day of June. He found 
his army, amounting to about forty thouſand men, in danger! 
of ſtarving : he received intelligence, that a re-enforcement 
of twelve thouſand Hanoverians and Heſſians had reached 
Hanau; and he reſolved to march thither, both with a vie 


to effect the junction, and to procure proviſion for hu 


forces. With this view he decamped on the twenty-ſixtl 
day of June. He had no ſooner quitted Aſchaffenburg) 
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arched above three leagues, when he perceived the ene- 

y, to the number of thirty thouſand, had paſſed the river 
arther down, at Selingenſtadt, and were drawn up in order 
of battle at the village of Dettingen, to diſpute his paſſage. 


tuation. The enemy had poſſeſſed themſelves of Aſchat- 
fenburgh behind, ſo as to prevent his retreat, his troops 
were confined in a narrow plain, bounded by hills and 
woods on the right, flanked on the left by the river Mayne, 


Iteries that annoyed the allies on their march: in the front 
a conſiderable part of the French army was drawn up, 
with a narrow paſs before them, the village of Dettingen 


themſelves priſoners of war, had not the Duke de Gramont, 
who commanded the enemy, been inſtigated by the ſpirit of 
[madneſs to forego theſe advantages. He paſſed the defile, 
and adyancing towards the allies, a battle enſued. The 
French horſe charged with great impetuoſity, and ſome 
regiments of Britiſh cavalry were put in diſorder : but the 
intantry of the allies behaved with ſuch intrepidity and de- 
liberation, under the eye of their ſovereign, as ſoon deter- 
mined the fate of the day : the French were obliged to give 
way, and repaſs the Mayne with great precipitation, hav- 


Had they been properly purſued before they recolleQed 
themſelves from their firſt confuſion, in all probability they 
would have ſuſtained a total overthrow. The Earl of 


on this ſervice 3 but his advice was over-ruled. The loſs 


ien The Generals Clayton and Monroy were killed: the Duke 
hu of Cumberland, who exhibited uncommon proofs of cou- 
fu rage, was ſhot through the calf of the leg: the Earl of 
zrgh . General Huſke, and ſeveral other officers of 
hang U 2 -- diſtinction, 


hus he found himſelf cooped up in a very dangerous 


ing loſt about five thouſand men killed, wounded, or taken. 


Stair propoſed that a body of cavalry ſhould be detached 
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han it was ſeiſed by the French general: he had not C H nA P, 
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on the oppoſite fide of which the French had erected bat- 


dn their right, a wood on their left, and a moraſs in the 
entre. Thus environed, the confederates muſt either 
have fought at a very great diſadvantage, or ſurrendered | 


of the allies in this action amounted to two thouſand men. 
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B o O R diſtinction, were wounded. The King expoſed his perſoy E : 


mm 


"Bl to a ſevere fire of cannon as well as muſquetry : he ro& a 

1743. between the firſt and ſecond lines with his ſword drawn, Br itai 
and encouraged the troops to fight for the honour off him t. 
England. Immediately after the action he continued hu duchy 

march to Hanau, where he was joined by the re-enforce. and 

ment. The Earl of Stair ſent a trumpet to Mareſchal de Wrepubl 

Noailles, recommending to his protection the fick and up, 2! 

wounded that were left on the field of battle; and theſeſ three 
[8 the French general treated with great care and tenderneſs ngla 
1 Such generoſity ſoftens the rigours of wits and does honou A ſtror 
* to humanity. Pt whi 
9 $ XLI. The two armies continued on different ſides o Final 
k the river till the twelfth day of July, when the FrenclIR- eon 
general receiving intelligence that Prince Charles of Lor ¶Puld 


raine had approached the Neckar, he ſuddenly retired, and 
| repaſſed the Rhine between Worms and Oppenheim FF 
| The King of Great-Britain was viſited by Prince Charle 
5 and Count Khevenhuller at Hanau, where the future ope 
| f rations of the campaign were regulated. On the twenty 
| 


[OF ſeventh day of Auguſt, the allied army paſſed the Rhine a 
* Mentz, and the King fixed his head- quarters in the epiſco- 
| Wi. pal palace at Worms. Here the forces lay encamped til 
"iy the latter end of September, when they advanced to Spire 
8 where they were joined by twenty thouſand Dutch erin 2 
Wi iaties from the Netherlands. Mareſchal Noailles having 

retreated into Upper Alſace, the allies took poſſeſſion oi 
Germerſheim, and demoliſned the entrenchments which?! 
the enemy had raiſed on the Queich: then they returned 4 
to Mentz, and in October were diſtributed into winter- f 
quarters, after an inactive campaign that redounded very 


little tothe honour of thoſe by wham the motions of the nnen 
army were conducted. In September a treaty had been "s 4 
concluded at Worms between his Britannick Majeſty. dach 
"the King of Sardinia, and the Queen of Hungary. She 2 Eg 
engaged to maintain thirty thouſand men in Italy: the CE | 
King of Sardinia obliged himſelf to employ forty thouſand | aro 


infantry and five thouſand horſe, in conſideration of hi! 
commanding 


Wubfdy of two hundred thouſand pounds from Great- 
| Britain. As a further gratification, the Queen yielded to 


and pretenſions to Final, at preſent poſſeſſed by the 


4erepublick of Genoa, which, they hoped, would give ĩt 
Jup, on being repaid the purchaſe- money, amounting to 


three hundred thouſand pounds. This ſum the King of 

England promiſed to diſburſe ; and moreover to maintain 
n ſtrong ſquadron in the Mediterranean, the commander 
pf which ſhould act in concert with his Sardinian Majeſty. 


conſtituted a free-port, like that of Leghorn, Nothing 


| E | ould be more unjuſt than this treaty, by which the 
enoeſe were negociated out of their property. They 


d purchaſed the marquiſate of Final of the late Emperor 
9 Ir a valuable conſideration, and the purchaſe had been 


1 F pected that they would part with this acquiſition to a 
ince whoſe power they thought already too formidable; 


prejudice of their own commerce. They preſented 
nonſtrances againſt this article, by their miniſters at the 


n gard was paid to their repreſentations, they threw them- 
ess into the arms of France and Spain for protection. 


the head of a large body of irregulars belonging to the 
een of Hungary, made an irruption into Lorraine, 
Ert of which they ravaged without mercy. In September 
Prince Charles, with the Auſtrian army, entered the Briſ- 
au, and attempted to paſs the Rhine; but Mareſchal 
Coigny had taken ſuch precautions for guarding it on the 


- * of Stair had ſollicited and obtained leave to reſign his 
- | command. 


| Fommanding the combined army, and receiving an annual C . A P. 


| Shim the city of Placentia, with ſeveral diſtri in the 
duchy of Pavia, and in the Novareſe - and all her right 


| T nally, the contracting powers agreed, That Final ſhould 


aranteed by Great-Britain. It could not, therefore, be 
11 decially, on condition of its being made a free- port, to 
urts of London, Vienna, and Turin; and as very little 


XLII. After the battle of Dettingen, Colonel Mentzel, 


other ſide, that he was obliged to abandon his deſign, and 
marching back into the Upper Palatinate, quartered his 
woops in that country, and in Bavaria. By this time the 


10 
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and the army ſeparated. The troops in Britiſh pay 3 


twenty thouſand men to march to her aſſiſtance, notwith-Wil 


the King of Pruſſia, who diſapproved of this meaſure, aud 7 
refuſed them a paſſage through his territories, tothe Rhine. 


uncle to the ſucceſſor of the Ruſſian throne, was choſen vl 


formed in favour of the Prince of Denmark; and the order N 
of the peaſants actually elected him as ſucceſſor. The e 11 


diſh verſe, which one of the ſenators pronounced. TU 
Peaſants yielded the point, andthe ſucceſſion was ſettled u not f 
the Duke of Holſtein. Denmark, inſtigated by F rend 
councils, began to make preparations of war againſt Se 
cen: but, a body of Ruſſian auxiliaries arriving in thi 7 
kingdom, under the command of General Keith, and th 


much employed at bome to intermeddle in the affairs on 


„ „ 


HISTORY OF ENGLAND: 


BOOK command. He had for ſome time thought himſelf nr 
glected; and was unwilling that his reputation ſhould ſuffc: Wl 
on account of meaſures in which he had no concern. n 


October the King of Great · Britain returned to Hanove, ; 


marched back to the Netherlands, and the reſt took the 3 


route to their reſpective countries. The States-GeneraMif. 


ſill wavered between their own immediate intereſt and F 
their defire to ſupport the houſe of Auſtria. At length, 3 © 
however, they ſupplied her with a ſubſidy, and order 


ſtanding the intrigues of the Marquis de Fenelon, the 4 
French ambaſſador at the Hague, and the declaration d 


SXLIII. Sweden was filled with diſcontents, and divid : | 
ed into factions. The Generals Bodenbrock and Lewer ul 
haupt were beheaded, having been ſacrificed as ſcape- goa 


for the miniſtry. Some unſucceſsful efforts by ſea and 'Y 
land were made againſt the Ruſſians. At laſt the pear. 


of Abo was concluded ; and the Duke of Holſtein-Utin, 2 


next heir to the crown of Sweden. A party had been 


bates in the college of nobles roſe to avery dangerous degre 5 
of animoſity, and were appeaſed by an harangue in Swe 


Wpretet 
Czarina declaring ſhe would affiſt the Swedes with be while 
whole force, the King of Denmark thought propert When: 
difarm. It had been an old maxim of French 3 1 5 decla 
embroil the courts of the North, that they might be to in the 


German) 


2 QUO Rt ONGET 


mo p : : 
x. Nuſtria. The good underſtanding between the Czarina 


3 | ; n conſequence of a conſpiracy which had been formed by 
re ome perſons of diſtinction at the court of Peterſburgh, for 
tel emoving the Empreſs Eliſabeth, and recalling the 

| Princeſs Anne to the adminiſtration. This deſign being 
* Niſcovered, the principal conſpirators were corporally pu- 
oth Eiſhcd, and ſent in exile to Siberia. The Marquis de 
nd Botta, the Auſtrian miniſter, who had reſided at the court 
i++. ff the Czarina, was ſuſpected of having been concerned 
tte n the plot; though the grounds of this ſufpicion did not 
__ 7 until after he was recalled and ſent as ambaſſador to 
aue Phe court of Berlin. The Empreſs demanded ſatisfaction 
ine of the Queen of Hungary, who appointed commiſſioners 
<1 o enquire into his conduct, and he was acquitted: but 
den Ihe Carina was not at all ſatisfied of his innocence. In 
February a defenſive treaty of alliance was concluded be- 


roats * 7 . ol - * „ 
an een this princeſs and the King of Great-Britain. 


edc, 
Jin 


. ho had for many years managed the affairs of that king- 
en 43 


we: 1 inſinuating addreſs; to have been regular in his deport- 
ora 
e d 
egrec 3 
Swe 
* # aiſing and fomenting intrigues at foreign courts : he did 
: p not ſeem to pay much regard to the military glory of 
ene France; and he too much neglected the naval power of 


Swe. = 
* the French court affected uncommon moderation. They 
d thin 
h he while they remained in the empire: being, however, appre- 
per i henſive of an irruption into their own dominions, they 
cy (declared, that thoſe troops were no longer to be conſidered 
e tc 


in that light, but as ſubjects acting in the ſervice of France. 


nd the Queen of Hungary was at this period deſtroyed, 


XIV. By this time France was deprived of her 
ableſt miniſter, in the death of the Cardinal de Fleury, 


dom. He is ſaid to have poſſeſſed a lively genius, and an 


and vindictive. His ſcheme of politicks was altogether 
pacifick: he endeavoured to accompliſh his purpoſes by 


that kingdom. Since Broglio was driven out of Germany, 


Wpretended that their troops had only acted as auxiliaries 


The 


10 
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Permany, while France was at war with the houſe of c HA 
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ent, and moderate in his diſpoſition; but at the ſame 
time he has been branded as deceitful, diſſembling, 


through Dauphine towards Briancon, was joined by the i 


commanded the Spaniſh army in the Bologneſe, amount. 


Panaro, and advanced to Campo-Santo, where he 2 
encountered the Imperial and Piedmonteſe forces, com- 


he fortified his camp in an advantageous fituation, after 


mained inactive in the Modeneſe till September, when he! 
reſigned his command to Prince Lobkowitz. This gene- 
ral entered the Bologneſe in Od ober, and then advanced 


action. In all probability, the courts of Verſailles and 


from Chamberri in the latter end of Auguſt, and deß ling 
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The campaign in Italy proved unfavourable to the MO | 
niards. In the beginning of February Count Gages, whiſſ 


* 
91 att he 


ö 7 dite 
ing to four-and-twenty thouſand men, paſſed the uy 


nd at 


Wwcnoa 


manded by the Counts Traun and Aſpremont. The + Hunde 


ſtrength of the two armies was nearly equal. The action e 
was obſtinate and bloody, though indecifive. The Spa-. 


niards loſt about four thouſand men, killed, wounded, or 1 "ae 
taken. The damage ſuſtained: by the confederates was a f 
not quite ſo great. Some cannon and colours were taken | 
on both ſides; and each claimed the victory. Count Gage: er 


repaſſed the Panaro; retreated ſuddenly from Bologna; | 
3s, he C 
and marched to Rimini in the eccleſiaſtical tate, where Ur the 
ſuffered ſeverely by deſ Count T er 
having ſuffered ſeverely by deſertion. Count Traun re-. pref 
WM: rred t 
25 ho w 
Theod 
towards Count Gages, who, with his forces, now reduced umu 


to ſeven thouſand, retreated to Fano; but afterwards took _ 


poſſeſſion of Peſaro, and fortified all the paſſes of the river 4 Wers 


Foglia. The ſeaſon was far advanced before the Spaniſh B.; 


ma 
troops, commanded by Don Philip, in Savoy, entered upon Hat hi 


bmit 
Madrid carried on ſome private negociation with the King 


Forſic 
of Sardinia. This expedient failing, Don Philip decamped Jom, 


and. 
Pardo! 
Prince of Conti, at the head of twenty thouſand French Þince : 
auxiliaries. Thus Te-enforced, he attacked the Piedmon- y the 
teſe lines at Chateau-Dauphine; ; but was repulſed in ſeveral Þ Ke wa 
attempts, and obliged to retreat with conſiderable loſs. N Ind h: 
The French eſtabliſhed their winter- quarters in Dauphine ¶ ſum 
and Provence; and the Spaniards maintained their 1 | : char 
ing in Savoy. 195 . Je wa 


$ XI. v 


„ 
Mira) 
6.1 


"oY 0 0-5 1 


FXLV. The Britiſh fleet commanded by Admiral 
atthews over-awed all the ſtates that bordered on the 
WMcditerranean, This officer, about the end of June, 
WWnderftanding that fourteen xebecks, laden with artillery 


_— 
1 
14 c 
1 

* 2% 


Wc noa, failed thither from the road of Hieres, and de- 
anded of the republick that they would either oblige 


on Peſe veſſels with the ſtores to quit their harbour, or ſe- 
pa. ueſter their lading until a general peace ſhould be eſta- 
ot 


Wiſhed. After ſome diſpute, it was agreed that the cannon 
4 d ſtores ſhould be depoſited in the caſtle of Bonifacio, 
tuated on a rock at the ſouth end of Corfica ; and that 
* e xebecks ſhould have leave to retire without moleſtation. 
he Corficans had ſome years before revolted, and ſhaken 
Ir the dominion of the Genoeſe, under which their iſland 
ad remained for many centuries. They found themſelves 


8 ho was ſolemnly proclaimed, by the name of King 


Unmunition, which he had brought from Tunis; and 


Wiſes were not performed, they treated him ſo roughly, 
Pat he had thought proper to quit the iſland, and they 
Ebmitted again to their old maſters. The troubles of 
Forſica were now revived. Theodore reviſited his king- 
Jom, and was recognized by the principal chiefs of the 
and. He publiſhed a manifeſto : he granted a general 
gardon to all his ſubjects who ſhould return to their obedi- 
Ince: he pretended to be countenanced and ſupported 
the King of Great-Britain and the Queen of Hungary. 
Ne was certainly thought a proper inſtrument to perplex 
oſs, Ind harraſs the Genoeſe, and ſupplied at this juncture with 


bange foon happened in the Britiſh miniſtry, and then 


Kira] Matthews, though he did not undertake any expe- 
& dition 


MPpreſſed, and reſolved to aſſert their freedom. They con- 
FErred the ſovereign authority on a German adventurer, 


WJ heodore, He had ſupplied them with ſome arms and 


4 uſed them wit h promiſes of being aſſiſted by foreign 
wers in retrieving their independency : but as theſe pro- 


e was ſuffered to relapſe into his original obſcurity. Ad- 
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ad ammunition for the Spaniſh army, had arrived at 


ſum of money to purchaſe arms for the Corſicans: but 
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dition of importance againſt the maritime towns of Spa, 
continued to aſſert the Britiſh empire at ſea through tu 
whole extent of the Mediterranean. The Spaniſh army 
under Don Philip was no ſooner in motion, than th 
Engliſh admiral ordered ſome troops and cannon to bt 
diſembarked for the ſecurity of Villa-Franca. Some ſtor 
having been landed at Civita-Vecchia, for the uſe of ti 
Spaniſh forces under Count Gages, Matthews interpreted 
this tranſaction into a violation of the neutrality which the 
Pope had profeſſed ; and ſent thither a ſquadron to bom 
bard the place. The city of Rome was filled with con 
ſternation; and the Pope had recourſe to the gol A 
offices of his Sardinian Majeſty, in conſequence of which 
the Engliſh ſquadron was ordered to withdraw. T 
_ captains of ſingle cruiſing ſhips, by their activity and vie 
lance, wholly interrupted the commerce of Spain; cann« 
naded and burned ſome towns on the ſea- ſide; and ke 


the whole coaſt in continual alarm. 


S XLVYI. In the Weſt-Indies ſome unſucceſsful effort F. 
were made by an Engliſh ſquadron, commanded by Con 
modore Knowles. He attacked La Gueira on the coaſt dM 
Carraccas, in the month of February; but met with ſuc 
a warm reception, that he was obliged to deſiſt, and mak 
the beſt of his way for the Dutch iſland Curagoa, when 
he repaired the damage he had ſuſtained. His ſhips being 

reſitted, he made another attempt upon Porto-Cavallo nf 


* In May 2 dreadful plague broke out at Meſſina in Sicily. It was in ZF 


ported in cotton and other commodities brought from the Morea; a, 
_ ſwept off ſuch a multitude of people, that the city was almoſt depopulateti 


all the galley-ſlaves, who were employed in burying the dead, periſhed! * 


che contagion; and this was the fate of many prieſts and monks, who i 95 
miniſtered to thoſe who were infected. The dead bodies lay in heaps in it * 
| Areets, corrupting the air, and adding freth fuel to the rage of the peſtiient ue 


Numbers died miſerably, for want of proper attendance and neceſſars Mz 
and all was horrour and deſolation. At the beginning of winter it ceaſed T 
after having deſtroyed near fifty thouſand inhabitants of Meſſina, and of H 
garriſons in the citadel and caſtle, It was prevented from ſpreading in »WWe 
cily by a ſtrong barricado drawn from Melazzo to Taormina; but it we 


| conveyed to Reggio in Calabria, by the avarice of a broker of that pla, 


who bought fome goods at Meſſina, The King of Naples immediate) © 


all communicatien between that place and the reſt of the continent. 


ordered lines to be formed, together with a chain of troops, which cut 0s 


- QU EOR Og. 
= b f ril, which like the former miſcarried. Twelve hundred c H A v. 
8 Frines being landed in the neighbourhood of the place, VI. 
1 re ſeiſed with ſuch a panick, that it was found neceſſary to 945. 
5 b ; embark them without delay. Then the commodore aban- 


aon ned the enterpriſe, and ſailed back to his ſtation at the 
F eward-Ilands, without having added much to his re- 
ret ation, either as to conduct or reſolution. On the con- 
ute ent of America the operations of the war were very in- 
nſiderable. General Oglethorpe having received intelli- 
ence, that the Spaniards prepared for another invaſion 
Im St. Auguſtine, aſſembled a body of Indians, as a re- 
forcement to part of his own regiment, with the High- 
Winders and rangers, and in the ſpring began his march, 
order to anticipate the enemy. He encamped for ſome 


r me in the neighbourhood of St. Auguſtine, by way of 


0 ehance : but they did not think proper to hazard an en- 


| 1 ege, he returned to Georgia. In October the Princeſs 
uuiſa, youngeſt daughter of his Britannick-Majeſty, was 


EDcnmark, who met her at , and conducted her to 


N CT en. 


jlenc 
Faris; 
ceaſe 
of ti 
in 3 
it ws * 
plac 
diate! 5 
cut aii 


Iagement; and as he was in no condition to undertake a 


F arried by proxy, at Hanover, to the Prince-Royal of 
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' The hingdom is put in a poſture of defence. Y VI. The defir . 


Commodore Anſon. Sir In. Balchen periſbes at ſea. X VII. . 
' Revolution in the Britiſh miniſtry. Seſſion of parliament, 


of Bavaria. & XX. The King of Pruſſia gains two ſic- 
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$ k Debate in parliament againſt the Hanoverian troops. gl, F | 
Supplies granted. & III. Projefed invaſion of Great- Britain WW 
$IV. A French ſquadron fails up the Engliſh channel. & V.. 


of the French defeated. VII. War between France and Eng. 4 
land. $ VII. Bill againſt thoſe who ſhould correſpond with! 
the ſons of the Pretender. VIII. Naval engagement off Tou. 
fon. FIX. Advunces towards peace made by the Emperor. 
§ X. Treaty of Franckfort. & XI. Progreſs of the Frenc WW 
King in the Netherlands. $ XII. Prince Charles of Lor. 
raine paſſes the Rhine. $ XIII. The King of Pruſſia makes 4 
an irruption into Bohemia. & XIV. Campaign in Bavaris 0 
and Flanders. \ XV. The King of Naples joins Count Ca. 
ges in [taly. & XVI. Battle of Cont. & XVII. Return if Wat 


With | 
Pereigr 
Farf ; 
in that 
ſſertic 
Fon on 


XIX. Death of the Emperor Charles VII. Accomm: 
dation between the Queen of Hungary and the young Eleclur 


ceſſive battles at Friedberg and Sobr, over the Auftrian and 
Saxon forces. & XXI. Treaty of Dreſden. The Grand 


Due of Tuſcany elected Emperor of Germany. 9 XXII. wake 
The allies are defeated at Fontenoy. XXIII. The King Intereſſ 
of Sardinia is almoſt flripped of his dominions. & XXIV. 1; eginn 
The Engliſh forces take Cape- Breton. S XXV. The impor- bf Peer 
rance of this conqueſt. XXVI. Project of an inſurrection Ws his 


in Great-Britain $ XXVII. The eldeſt ſon of the Che- [Briciſh 
valien de St. George lands in Scotland. & XXVII. Takes Mop th 
Poſſeſſion of Edinburgh. & XXIX. Defeats Sir John Coje Nuuppor 
at Prefton-pans. $ XXX. Efforts of the friends of govern. beld, . 
ment in Scotland. & XXXI. Precautions taken in England. il to 


3 XXXII. The Prince Pretender reduces Carliſſe, and pe- |} Ne 
netrates as far as Derby. Conſternation of the Londoners. ¶ oops 


$ AXXIIL The rebels retreat into Scotland. $ XXXIV. ea Ve 
They invsft the caſtle of Sterling. 6 XXXV. The Kings ENT 


i 
vs 
3 
* 


GEORG E . 


triobs under Hawley are wor/led at Falkirk. & XXXVI. 
E The Duke of Cumberland aſſumes the command of the forces 
i Scotland. $ XXX VII. The rebels undertake the fuge * 
1 Ves iam. 


ain. 

V. HE diſcontents of England were artfully in- 
Wa flamed by antiminiſterial writers, who not . 
ma ee the burthens of the people, and drew frightful 


ictures of the diſtreſs and miſery which, they ſaid, impend- 
. | 4 d over the nation, but alſo employed the arts of calumny 
ad miſrepreſentation, to excite a jealouſy and national 
F uarrel between the Engliſh and Hanoverians. They at- 
ned, that in the at campaign the Britiſh general had 
een neglected and deſpiſed ; while the councils of foreign 
E@ficers, greatly inferior to him in capacity, quality, and 
Wcputation, had been followed, to the prejudice of the com- 


» of {Hon cauſe : that the Britiſh troops ſuſtained daily in- 
IL. Its from their own mercenaries, who were indulged 
nt. ith particular marks of royal favour: that the ſo- 


ereign himſelf appeared at Dettingen in a Hanoverian 
Kar ; and that his electoral troops were of very little ſervice 
in that engagement. Though the moſt material of theſe 
Ilertions were certainly falſe, they made a ſtrong prob: 


Kon on the minds of the people, already irritated by the 
II. knormous expenſe of a continental war maintained for the 
11 Intereſt of Germany. When the parliament met in the 
V. I beginning of December, a motion was made in the Houſe 


of Peers, by the Earl of Sandwich, for an addreſs, beſeech- 
Bing his Majeſty to diſcontinue the Hanoverian troops in 
2» Fritiſh pay, in order to remove the popular diſcontent, and 
26 op the murmurs of the Engliſh troops abroad. He was 
pe Hupported by the Duke of Bedford, the Earl of Cheſter- 
* held, and all the leaders in the oppoſition, who did not 


Eil to enumerate, and infiſt upon all the circumſtances we 
Ive mentioned. They moreover obſerved, that better 
. * might be hired at a ſmaller expenſe: that it would 
. ea vain and endleſs taſk to exhauſt the national treaſure, 


In enriching a hungry and barren eleQorate : that the po- 
lar diſſatisfaction againſt theſe mercenaries was ſo general, 
* and 


fo 
* 

. 
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BOOK and raiſed to ſuch violence, as nothing but their diſmiſiuli 


II. 


tinued from year to year, they might at laſt become a bu 


* 


Britiſh liberty. Theſe were the ſuggeſtions of ſpleen an 


might have been in their private deportment, certain iti 
decorum ; and in the day of battle did their duty with: 


ed on the like occaſion. The motion was rejected by th 
majority; but, when the term for keeping them in th 


being continued the enſuing year were laid before thy 
Houſe, the Earl of Sandwich renewed his motion. Th 


troops were voted in the Houſe of Commons: neverthelel 
the ſame nobleman moved in the Upper Houſe, that ti 


continuing fixteen thouſand Honoverians in Britiſh pi 
was prejudicial to his Majeſty's true intereſt, uſeleſs tot! 
common cauſe, and dangerous to the welfare and tranqul 


victory declared, as uſual, for the miniſtry. 
ſhillings in the pound on all places and penſions. M. 


in the war on the continent, without the concurrence d 
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could appeaſe : that if ſuch hirelings ſhould be thus co 


then entailed upon the nation, and be made fubſervienW 
under ſome ambitious prince, to purpoſes deſtruQive oi 


animoſity : for, granting the neceſſity of a land-war, th 
Hanoverians were the moſt natural allies and auxiliari 
which Great-Britain could engage and employ. How ir 
ſolent ſoever ſome few individual generals of that eleQorat 
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their troops behaved with great ſobriety, diſcipline, ani 


much courage and alacrity as any body of men ever diſplay 
Britiſh pay was nearly expired, and the eſtimates for ther 


Lord-Chancellor, as ſpeaker of the Houſe, interpoſing, de 
clared, that by their rules a queſtion once rejected coul 
not be revived during the ſame ſeſſion. A debate enſue 
and the ſecond motion was over- ruled. The Hanover 


lity of the nation. He was ſeconded by the Duke d 
Marlborough, who had reſigned his commiſſion in diſguſt 
and the propoſal gave birth to another warm diſpute 3 Du 


$1L In the Houſe of Commons they ſuſtained diven 
attacks. A motion was made for laying a duty of cigit 


Grenville moved for an addreſs, to beſeech his Majelt! 
that he would not engage the Britiſh nation any furtii 


th 


&-E-O R GE Il, 


. and expenſe, as in the late war. Theſe propoſals 


dulged them with an enormous ſum for the expenſe of 


pe enſuing year. The grants ſpecified in the votes 
mounted to fix millions and an half; to this ſum were 


© perpetual taxes; ſo that this year's expenſe roſe to ten 
Pillions. The funds eſtabliſhed for the annual charge 
re the land and malt-taxes, one million paid by the 
B-f-India company for the renewal of their charter, 


m the coinage, and fix hundred thouſand pounds by a 


Pally repeated: and which, in a great meaſure, contri- 
pted to debauch the morals of the publick, by introdu- 


ſtue, 


le III. The difſentions of the Britiſh parliament were 


it the jadenly ſuſpended by an event that ſeemed to unite both 


ties in the proſecution of the ſame meaſures. This 
is the intelligence of an intended invaſion. By the par- 
mentary diſputes, the loud clamours, and the general 
Hatisfaction of the people in Great-Britain, the French 
niſtry were perſuaded that the nation was ripe for a 
olt, This belief was corroborated by the aſſertions of 


h pa) 
4 
nqul- 
ike d 
ſgult; 
C5 but 


dive!s 
f eig ces and warm imaginations, who ſaw things through 
medium of paſſion and party, and ſpoke rather from 
jel wagant zeal than from ſober conviction. They gave 
furthF court of Verſailles to underſtand, that if the Cheva- 
-nce 0” de St. George, or his eldeſt ſon, Charles-Edward, 


th ſhould 


Negat vigorous debates, in which the country-party were 
| ways foiled by dint of ſuperior number. Such was the 
Fedit and influence of the miniſtry in parliament, that 
Wthough the national debt was increaſed by above fix mil- 
ons ſince the commencement of the war, the Commons 


= Wided three millions and an half paid to the ſinking-fund 


elve hundred thouſand pounds by annuities, one million 
b m the ſinking fund, fix-and-thirty thouſand pounds 


witery : an expedient which for ſome time had been an- 


Is a ſpirit of gaming, deſtructive of all induſtry and 


ar emiſſaries in different parts of Great-Britain and 
land. Theſe were papiſts and Jacobites of ſtrong pre- 
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ſions and authority to his ſon Charles, a youth of proc 
ſing talents, ſage, ſecret, brave, and enterpriſing, ama 


rate in ſucceſs, wonderfully firm in adverſity 3 and thoy 


had conceived Yow the projected invaſion of Gra 
Brita. was c 


was allembled for their embarkation at Dunkirk, Cal 
and Boulogn. It Was determined that they ſhould 
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'B OO E ſhould appear at the head of a French army in CrWnde 
II. Britain, a revolution would inſtantly follow in his fa guipf 
» This intimation was agreeable to Cardinal de 'Tenuille 

745. who, ſince the death of Fleury, had bor'n a ſhare in Halier 
adminiſtration of France. He was of a violent enten Y *rViCi 
ſing temper. He had been recommended to the puflf o 
by the Chevalier de St. George, and was ſeemingly WM rinc 
tached to the Stuart family. His ambition was AattelM 
with a proſpect of giving a king to Great-Britain; WM 
performing ſuch eminent.ſervices to his benefactor; ani{Cardi 
reſtoring to the throne of their anceſtors a family conneWWGeno 
ed by the ties of blood with all the greateſt princaM&mba! 
Europe. The miniſtry of France foreſaw, that if even tiMParis, 
aim ſhould miſearry, a deſcent upon Great-Britain ing 
make a conſiderable diverſion from the continent in fahe 
of France, and embroil and embarraſs his Britannick WE ranc 
jeſty, who was the chief ſupport of the Houſe of Auſtria, ame 
all its allies. Actuated by theſe motives, he concerted ui en, t 


ſures with the Chevalier de St. George at Rome, who L A ren 


ing too much advanced in years to engage perlonai 
in ſuch an expedition, agreed to delegate his pfet 


in his perſon, grave, and even reſerved in his deportme 7 
He approved himſelf in the ſequel compoſed and moi 


tenderly nurſed in all the delights of an effeminate cou 
try, and gentle climate, patient almoſt beyond belie 
cold, hunger, and fatigue. Such was the adventut 
now deſtined to fill the hope which the French mini 


$IV. Count Save was appointed by the French Ku 
commander of the troops deſigned. for this expediti 
which amaunted-to fifteen thouſand men. They beg 
their march to Picardy, and a great number of vel 


and 
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HE. ded in Kent, under convoy of a ſtrong ſquadron C HAP. 


an auipped at Breſt, and commanded by Monfieur de Roque- 
ene! uville, an officer of experience and capacity. The Che- 
in alier de St. George is ſaid to have required the perſonal 
ice of the Duke of Ormond, who excuſed him- 
* elf on account of his advanced age: be that as it will, 
Prince Charles departed from Rome about the end of 
Pecember, in the diſguiſe of a Spaniſh courier, attended 
y one ſervant only, and furniſhed with paſfports by 


e embarked for Antibes, and proſecuting his journey to 

WP ris, was indulged with a private audience of the French 
Wing; then he ſet out incognito for the coaſt of Picardy. 
WT he Britiſh miniſtry being appriſed of his arrival in 
France, at once comprehended the deſtination of the ar- 
Wnaments prepared at Breſt and Boulogn. Mr. Thomp- 
0 on, the Engliſn reſident at Paris, received orders to make 


Wardinal Aquaviva. He travelled through Tuſcany to 
enoa, from whence he proceded to Savona, where he 
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We remonſtrance to the French miniſtry, on the violation 


proc But he was given to underſtand, that his moſt Chriſtian 


oc thoſe treaties by which the pretender to the crown of 
Great. Britain was excluded from the territories of France. 


Majeſty would not explain himſelf on that ſubject, until 
che King of England ſhould have given ſatisfaction on 


che repeated complaints which had been made to him, 


touching the infractions of thoſe very treaties which had 


e co been ſo often violated by his orders. In the month of 
ie January, M. de Roquefeuille failed from Breſt, directing 
rcntu his courſe up the Engliſh channel, with twenty ſhips of 


nini var. They were immediately diſcovered by an Engliſh 
Grid q cruiſer, which ran into Plymouth ; and the intelligence 
vas conveyed by land to the board of Admiralty. Sir 


ch kl | John Norris was forthwith ordered to take the command 
edit of the wage at Spithead, with which he failed round 


to the 
line from Chatham, and then he found himſelf at the 


head of a ſquadron conſiderably ſtronger than that of the 
enemy. 


Vol. III. | I V. 


wns, where he was joined by ſome ſhips of the 
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BOO K $ V. Several regiments marched to the ſouthern coaſt 
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the arrival of the Pretender's ſon in France, the prepara- 


Britain, the clergy, the diſſenting miniſters, the qua- 


granted with great alacrity and 3 The Earl of 


fering his ſervices to government, and was re- inveſted 


rank. The Duke of Montague was permitted to raiſe a 
regiment of horſe ; and orders were ſent to bring over {ix 
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of England: all governors and commanders were orderet 
to repair immediately to their reſpective poſts : the fort 
at the mouths of the Thames and the Medway were put 
in a poſture of defence; and directions were iſſued to 
aſſemble the Kentiſh militia, to defend the coaſt incaſe of 
an invaſion. On the fifteenth, day of F ebruary, the King 
fent a meſſage to both Houſes of parliament, intimating 


tions at Dunkirk, and the appearance of a French fleet in 
the Engliſh channel. They joined in an addreſs, de- 
claring their indignation and abhorrence of the deſign 
formed in favour of a popiſh pretender ; and aſſuring his 
Majeſty, that they would, with the warmeſt zeal and 
unanimity, take ſuch meaſures as would enable him to 
fruſtrate and defeat fo deſperate and inſolent an attempt. 
Addreſſes of the fame kind were preſented by the city of 
London, both univerſities, the principal towns of Great- 


kers, and almoſt all the corporations and communities of 
the kingdom. A requiſition was made of the fix thouſand 
auxiharies which the States-General were by treaty 
obliged to furniſh on ſuch occaſions ; and theſe were 


Ecfolu 


began 
the ch 


Stair, forgetting his wrongs, took this opportunity of of- 


with the chief command of the forces in Great-Britain. 
His example was followed by feveral noblemen of the firſt 


thouſand of the Britiſh troops from Flanders, in caſe the 
invaſion ſhould actually take place. His Majeſty was, in 
another addreſs from parliament, exhorted to augment 
his forces by ſea and land: the Habeas Corpus act was 
fuſpended for fix months, and ſeveral perſons of diſtinction 
were apprehended on ſuſpicion of treaſonable practiſes: 
a proclamation was iſſued for putting the laws in execu- 


tion againſt papiſts and nonjurors, who were commanded 
to 
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10 : > retire ten miles from London; and every precaution c HA p. 
1 taken which ſeemed neceſſary for the preſervation of VIII. 
| Pe. publick tranquillity. 1743. 


IVI. Mean while the French court proceeded with 
heir preparations at Boulogn and Dunkirk, under the 
E ye of the young Pretender; and ſeven thouſand men were 
Batually embarked. M. de Roquefeuille failed up the 
Ethannel as far as Dungeneſs, a promontory on the coaſt of 


7 Wventy-fourth day of February, the Britiſh fleet, under Sir 
Nein Norris, doubling the South-Foreland from the 
EDowns ; and though the wind was againſt him, taking 
e opportunity of the tide to come up and engage the 
French ſquadron. Roquefeuille, who little expected ſuch 
& viſit, could not be altogether compoſed, conſidering the 
; great ſuperiority of his enemies: but the tide failing, the 
Engliſh admiral was obliged to anchor two leagues ſhort 


council of war, in which it was determined to avoid an 
engagement, weigh anchor at ſunſet, and make the beſt of 


reſolution was favoured by a very hard gale of wind, which 
began to blow from the north-eaſt, and carried them down 
the channel with incredible expedition. But the ſame 
rn orm which, in all probability, ſaved their fleet from de- 
ſttuction, utterly diſconcerted the deſign of invading 
England. A great number of their tranſports was driven 
Elhore and deſtroyed, and the reſt were ſo damaged that 


now maſters at ſea, and their coaſt was ſo well guarded, 


ability of ſucceſs. The French generals nominated to 
"UG in this expedition returned to Paris, and the young 
Pretender reſolved to wait a more favourable opportunity. 
5 the mean time he remained in Paris, or that neigh- 
Pourhood, incognito, and almoſt totally negleQed by the 
f | T0: | | court 


5 ent, after having detached M. de Barreil, with five ſnips, 
Jo haſten the embarkation at Dunkirk. While the French 
Ezdmiral- anchored off Dungeneſs, he perceived, on the 


pf the enemy. In this interval, M. Roquefeuille called a 


they could not be ſpeedily repaired. The Engliſh were 


What the enterpriſe could not be proſecuted with any pro- 


their way to the place from whence they had ſet ſail. This 
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their loyalty, brought in a bill, denouncing the penalti i 
of high treaſon againſt thoſe who ſhould maintain cory 


March. The King of Great-Britain was taxed with ha 3 


thoughts of an accommodation: with having infringe 75 


the harbour of Toulon. On the thirty-firſt day 


was publiſhed at London, amidft me” acclamation8Y 


| Houſe, Lord Hardwicke, the Chancellor, moved, that! 8 
clauſe ſhould be inſerted, extending the crime of treal 1 | 
to the poſterity of the offenders, during the lives of ti 


the whole ſtrength of the miniſtry, produced a warm debate 
in which the Duke of Bedford, the Earl of Cheſterficiht 
the Lords Talbot and Hervey, argued againſt it in the mo ment, 


common juſtice, and the precepts of religion; an expedief 
that would involve the innocent with the guilty, and ten 
to the augmentation of miniſterial power, for which pu' 
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court: of France. Finding himfelf in this Uifagreeat | F heſc 


ſttuat ion, and being viſited by John Murray of Brougi nd 


ton, who magnified the power of his friends in Grey. : en 
Britain, he reſolved to make ſome bold effort, even withoy PVuei 
the aſſiſtance of Louis, in whoſe fincerity he had no fai fhe 


and forthwith took proper meaſures to obtain exact info howe 


mation touching the number, inclinations, and inffuene faine 
of his father's adherents in England and Scotland Floſee 
The French King no longer preſerved any meaſures will 
the court of London: the Britiſh reſident at Paris va 
given to underſtand, that a declaration of war muſt enſue 
and this was actually publiſhed on the twentieth day off 


ing diſſuaded the court of Vienna from entertaining a 


the convention of Hanover; with having exerciſed piranſ he h 
upon the ſubjects of France, and with having blocked wi 


March, a like denunciation of war againſt Franc 4 


of the people. 1 
$ VII. The Commons of England, in order to evint FA 


ſpondence with the ſons of the Pretender. In the UppMe 


Pretender's ſons. The motion, which was ſapported iſe 
and ' 


Wren 


pathetick manner, as an illiberal expedient, contrary" E 
E c b 


the di ctates of humanity, the law of nature, the rules 


Arg) 
EF loſe cl 
of his C 
ile was 


poſe it was undoubtedly calculated. Notwithſtandi 
thet 


nen II. 


eabh | 
ouch und the bill ſent back to the Commons, where the amend- 


nent was vigorouſly oppoſed by Lord Strange, Lord 


Y 15 


ithoh N uernſey, Mr. W. Pitt, and other members, by whom 
fai he original bill had been countenanced“ : the majority, 
info however, declared for the amendment, and the bill ob- 


uene! F ained the royal aſſent. The ſeſſion of parliament was 
land loſed in May, when the King told them that the French 


; wü dad made vaſt preparations on the fide of the Nether- 


is va dands; and that the States-General had agreed to furniſh 
nſue the hare ſtipulated by treaties. 
ay of VIII. By this time an action had happened in the 


: ha 
Admiral Matthews, and the combined ſquadrons of France 


8 a) - : , 8 
inge and Spain, which had been for ſome time blocked up in 
piraſ the harbour of Toulon. On the ninth day of February 
edu they were perceived ſtanding out of the road, to the 


number of four-and-thirty fail : the Engliſh admiral im- 
rare nediately weighed from Hieres-bay ; and on the eleventh, 

ion part of the fleets engaged. Matthews attacked the Spaniſh 
admiral, Don Navarro, whoſe ſhip, the Real, was a firſt 
evine rate, mounted with above an hundred guns. Rear-Ad- 
nalte miral Rowley ſingled out M. de Court, who commanded 
corn the French ſquadron ; and a very few captains followed 
Uppe the example of their commanders : but Vice-Admiral Leſ- 
t hats 
rea 
of ti: 


Eaſtern ; and ſeveral captains who were immediately under 
the eye of Matthews behaved in ſuch a manner as reflected 


ted i diſgrace upon their country. The whole tranſaction was 
debaſ conducted without order or deliberation. The French 
fiel Wand. Spaniards would have willingly avoided an engage 


ment, as the Britiſh ſquadron was ſuperior to them in 
Wrength and number. M. de Court, therefore, made 
I the beſt of kis way towards the Straits mouth, probably 
; with 


1 * The Oppoſition had ſuſtained a heavy blow! in the death of the Duke 
A Argyle, a nobleman of ſhining qualifications for the ſenate and the field, 
B hoſe character would have been ſtill more illuſtrious had not ſome parts 
$ his conduct ſubjected him to the ſuſpicion of ſelfiſhneſs and inconſtancy. 
4 ewas ſucceeded in that title by his brother, Archibald Earl of Ilay, 


e moi 
rary 
les d 
edien 
d tent 
h put 
,ndinf 

thet 


ſediterranean between the Britiſh fleet commanded by 


tock, with his whole diviſion, remained at a great diſtance 
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with intention to join the Breſt ſquadron : but he ha a is 


| | . orders to protect the Spaniſh fleet; and as they aii d: 
ll 1744. heavily, he was obliged to wait for them, at the hazu pur. 
if e of maintaining a battle with the Engliſh. Thus circum we. 
1 ſtanced he made fail and lay to by turns; fo that the is 

„ 1 Britiſh admiral could not engage them in proper ordet i o 
1 and as they outſailed his ſhips, he began to fear they wouliſMWecav 
| eſcape him altogether, ſhould he wait for Vice-Admiti pai 

WW. Leſtock, who was ſo far aſtern. Under this apprehenſion it inc 
HR he made the ſignal for engaging, while that for the line dof £ 


battle was ſtill diſplayed ; and this inconſiſtency natural 


I introduced confuſion, The fight was maintained wii 
lil great vivacity by the few who engaged. The Real being 
85 quite diſabled, and lying like a wreck upon the water, M. 
Matthews ſent a fireſhip to deſtroy her; but the expedient 
h did not take effect. The ſhip ordered to cover this m accu 
"a chine did not obey the fignal ; ſo that the captain of the had 
1 fireſhip was expoſed to the whole fire of the enemy. Never g othe 
FRE | theleſs, he continued to advance until he found the veſſe prou 
Wt ſinking; and being within a few yards of the Real, he ted ! 
1 fire to the fuſees. The ſhip was immediately in flames, in ſtooc 
e the midſt of which he and his lieutenant, with twelve men, cunr 
| periſned. This was likewiſe the fate of a SpanihÞ|@liouſ 
launch, which had been manned with fifty ſailors, to pre- error 
Wit lh vent the fireſhip from running on board the Real. One traye 
1 ſhip of the line belonging to the Spaniſh ſquadron ſtruciÞMto be 
{DU to Captain Hawke, who ſent a lieutenant to take poſſe, enga 
| | fron of her: ſhe was afterwards retaken by the French woul 
1 ſquadron ; but was found ſo diſabled, that they left her de. trend 
Wl! ſerted, and ſhe was next day burned by order of Admiral faw 
| 0% Matthews. At night the action ceaſed; and the Admiral 8 haza 
O08 found his own ſhip ſo much damaged, that he moved hi ; in th 
1 flag into another. Captain Cornwall fell in the engage {train 


ment, after having exhibited a remarkable proof of courage 
and intrepidity : but the loſs of men was very inconſider-We 


== 
. —é—— I— 


|| able. Next day the enemy appeared to leeward, and the woul 
| #dmiral gave chace till night, when he brovght to, that be 


might 
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e bai night be joined by the ſhips a- ſtern. They were perceiv- © H A P. 
fail ed again on the thirteenth at a conſiderable diſtance, and VIII. 
a za purſued till the evening. In the morning of the fourteenth, 47 
cum twenty fail of them were ſeen diſtinctly, and Leſtock with _ 

it tu his diviſion had gained ground of them conſiderably by 

rder; oon; but Admiral Matthews, diſplayed the ſignal for 

wou leaving off chaſe, and bore away for Port-Mahon, to re- 
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Pair the damage he had ſuſtained. Mean while the com- 
bined ſquadrons continued their courſe towards the coaſt 


o of Spain. M. de Court, with his diviſion, anchored in 
uralh the road of Alicant; and Don Navarro failed into the har- 
with bour of Carthagena. Admiral Matthews on his arrival 
being 
M. day of action; ſuſpended him from his office, and ſent him 
priſoner to England, where, in his turn, he accuſed his 
Waccuſer. Long before the engagement, theſe two officers 
f the had expreſſed the molt virulent reſentment againſt each 
other. Matthews was brave, open, and undiſguiſed ; but 
velldÞproud, imperious, and precipitate. Leſtock had fignaliz- 
he fa ed his courage on many occaſions, and perfectly under- 
es, in ſtood the whole diſcipline of the navy; but he was cool, 


men Z Þ 


at Minorca, accuſed Leſtock of having miſbehaved on the 


gy cunning, and vindictive. He had been treated ſuperci- 


to be doubted, but that he might have come up in time to 


engage; and, in that caſe, the fleets of France and Spain 
would in all likelihood have been deſtroyed : but he en- 
trenched himſelf within the punctilios of diſcipline, and 
aw with pleaſure his antagoniſt expoſe himſelf to the 
hazard of death, ruin, and diſgrace, 


Matthews himſelf, 
in the ſequel, ſacrificed his duty to his reſentment, in re- 


bined ſquadrons on the third day after the engagement, 


would have fallen an eaſy prey, had they been vigorouſly 
attacked. One can hardly, without indignation, reflect 


upon 


i training Leſtock from purſuing and attacking the com- 


I liouſly by Matthews, and in revenge took advantage of his 

errors and precipitation. To gratify this paſſion, he be- 
One trayed the intereſt and glory of his country; for it is not 
truck 


when they appeared diſabled, and in manifeſt diſorder, and 
ad the 
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upon thoſe inſtances, in which a community has ſo ſeverely 
ſuffered from the perſonal animoſity of individuals. The 


miſcarriage off Toulon became the ſubject of a parliamen- 
tary enquiry in England. The Commons, in an addrel; 


to the throne, deſired that a court-martial might beappoint- 
ed to try the delinquents. By this time Leſtock had ac- 
cuſed Matthews, and all the captains of his diviſion who 
miſbehaved on the day of battle. The court-martial was 


_ conſtituted, and proceeded to tryal. Several commanders 
of ſhips were caſhiered : Vice-Admiral Leſtock was hon- 


ourably acquitted 5 and Admiral Matthews rendered inca- 


pable of ſerving for the future in his Majeſty's navy. All 
the world knew that Leſtock kept aloof, and that Mat- 


thews ruſhed into the hotteſt part of the engagement. Yet 


the former triumphed on his tryal, and the latter narrowly 


eſcaped the ſentence of death for cowardice and miſcon- 
duct. Such decifions are not to be accounted for, except 
from prejudice and faction. 

$ IX. The war in Germany, which. had been almoſt 
extinguiſhed in the laſt campaign, began to revive, and 
raged with redoubled violence. The Emperor had ſolicit- 
ed the mediation of his Britannick Majeſty for compro- 
miſing the differences between him and the court of 


Vienna. Prince William of Heſſe Caſſel had conferred 
with the King of England on this ſubject; and a negocia- 


tion was begun at Hanau. The Emperor offered to diſ- 
miſs the French auxiliaries, provided the Auſtrians would 
evacuate his hereditary dominions. Nay, Prince William 
and Lord Carteret, as plenipotentiaries, actually agreed to 
preliminaries, by which his Imperial Majeſty engaged to 
renounce the alliance of F rance, and throw himſelf into the 


arms of the maritime powers; ; to reſign all pretenſio ons to 
| the ſucceſſion of the Houſe of Auſtria ; and to revive the 
vote of Bohemia in the eleQoral . on condition of 


his being re-eſtabliſhed in the poſſeſſion of his dominions; 


recognized as Emperor by the Queen of Hungary, and 
accommodated with a monthly ſubſidy for his mainte- 


nance, 


8 0 R 0-8-0; 


"he med by the war. By a ſeparate article, the King of 
en- WGrcat-Britain promiſed to furniſh him with three hundred 
rel Whouſand crowns, and to interpoſe his good offices with the 


Queen of Hungary, that his electoral dominions ſhould be 
Grourably treated, Theſe preliminaries, though ſettled, 
gere not ſigned, The court of Vienna was unwilling to 


nate. The queen truſted too much to the valour of her 
Poops, and the wealth of her allies, to liſten to ſuch terms 
accommodation; and whatever arguments were uſed 
1 ith the King of Great - Britain, certain it is the negocia- 
fon was dropped, on pretence that the articles were diſ- 
pproved by the miniſtry of England. The Emperor, en- 
Froned with diſtreſs, renewed his application to the King 
F Great-Britain ; and even declared that he would refer his 
Euſe to the determination of the maritime powers: but 
Wl his advances were diſcountenanced; and the treaty of 
Worms diſpelled all hope of accommodation. In this 


unity that could poſſibly occur of terminating the war in 


ro ermany with honour and advantage, and of freeing 
of heir country from that inſufferable burthen of expenſc 
red nder which ſhe groaned. 5 

-12- WW 5X. The inflexibility of the houſe of Auſtria, and its 
dil- rief ally, proved ſerviceable to the Emperor. The for- 


Kit prn ſituation of this unfortunate prince excited the com- 
am Waſhon of divers princes : they reſented the inſolence with 


I to hich the head of the empire had been treated by the court 


Vienna; and they were alarmed at the increaſing power 


the a family noted for pride, tyranny, and ambition. Theſe 


sto enfiderations gave riſe to the treaty of Franckfort, con- 
luded in May between the Emperor, the King of Pruſſia, 


of e King of Sweden as Landgrave of Heſſe-Caſſel, and the 
ns; Hedor-Palatine. They engaged to preſerve the conſtitu- 


nd to ſupport the Emperor in his rank and dignity. 
hey agreed to employ their good offices with the >, 
. £ 


Wart with their conqueſts in Bavaria and the Upper-Pala- 


Danner did the Britiſh miniſtry reject the faireſt oppor- 


ons of the empire, according to the treaty of Weſtphalia, 
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Uance, as his own territories were exhauſted and impove- © HA P. 
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BOOK of Hungary, that ſhe might be induced to acknowle(it 
JL the Emperor, to reſtore his hereditary dominions, wit 
1744, Live up the archives of the empire that were in her pol: 
ſion. They guaranteed to each other their reſpe&ivete Wi 

i ritories : the diſputes about the ſucceſſion of the late Fn 
| e peror they referred to the deciſion of the ſtates of the en 
pire: they promiſed to aſſiſt one another in caſe of bein bis 
attacked; and they invited the King of Poland, the EA, 
tor of Cologn, and the Biſhop of Liege, to accedet 
this treaty. Such was the confederacy that broke all N 
meaſures which had been concerted between the Kiny 4 
of Great-Britain and her Hungarian Majeſty for the op: {kei 
rations of the campaign. In the mean time, the Frendii 
King declared war againſt this princeſs, on pretencl 
that ſhe was obſtinately deaf to all terms of accommodl 
tion, and determined to carry the war into the territori| 
of France. In her counter-declaration ſhe taxed Loui 
with having infringed the moſt ſolemn engagement wit: 
reſpect to the pragmatick ſanction; with having ſpirit 


j up different pretenders to lay claim to the ſucceſſion of te ther x 
(i; late Emperor; with having endeavoured to inſtigate thWaRab 
5 common enemy of Chriſtendom againſt her; and wiiWas in 
1 having acted the incendiary in the north of Europe, tha ort ] 
100 the Czarina might be prevented from aſſiſting the hound o 
. of Auſtria, while his numerous armies overſpread trance 
1 empire, and deſolated her hereditary countries. THS X 
„ recriminations were literally true. The houſes of Bou All 
j ö bon and Auſtria have, for many centuries, been the con Hnder 
1 mon diſturbers and plagues of Europe. hough 
þ WW P $ XT. The King of France, though in himſelf pacifuarte 
1 to. and unenterpriſing, was ſtimulated by his miniſtry oh eing 
FR raſte the glory and conquelt in the Netherlands, where I*hat he 
Rp had aſſembled an army of one hundred and twenty tho Wands. 


F Prix 
neans 
Arian 
ight 
naſter 


ſand men, provided with a very formidable train of a: 
WWE tillery. The chief command was veſted in the Mareſchal 
1 Count de Saxe, who poſſeſſed great military talents, and 
1 proved to be one of the moſt fortunate generals of the age 
1 hich he lived. The allied forces, conſiſting of Englill 
8 Hanobe 


ro n Gn 1 


vlech 
1 a Pr xenty thouſand effective men, were in the month of 
poſi zy aſſembled in the neighbourhood of Bruſſels, from 
ve ter hence they marched towards Oudenarde, and poſted 
e bu emſelves behind the Schelde, being unable to retard the 
ic cn Wogreſs of the enemy. The French Monarch, attended 
bea 
Ee: 
ede ty 
all t 
King 
e oe eir apprehenſions, and entreated his Moſt Chriſtian 
rena 
etenc 
moch 


it orie 


y, arrived at Liſle on the twelfth day of the ſame 
» Jonth; and in the adjacent plain reviewed his army. 
The States-General, alarmed at his preparations, had, in 


Barrier. Their remonſtrances having proved ineffectual, 
t ey now ſent a miniſter to wait upon that monarch, to 
3 their former repreſentations, and repeat their entrea- 


Louies: but no regard was paid to his requeſt. The French 
t vit 1 told him, he was determined to proſecute the war- 
pirtelhhith vigour, as his moderation hitherto had ſerved to no 
of the ther purpoſe but that of rendering his enemies more in- 


" " FaQtable. Accordingly, his troops inveſted Menin, which 
| wit 

, that 
houſe 
id thWrance entered Dunkirk in triumph. 
Thi $ XII. He had taken ſuch precautions for the defence 
Bou. Alſace, which was guarded by conſiderable armies 
e con- 


under the command of Coigni and Seckendorf, that he 


fort Knocke, and Furnes underwent the ſame fate; 


acifck 
try to 
ere be 
thor 
of at: 
reſchal 
5, and 
age IN 


ing of Pruſſia would declare for the Emperor; ſo 
hat he reſolved to purſue his conqueſts in the Nether- 


Prince Charles of Lorraine, and his officers, who found 
neans to paſs the Rhine, and oblige the French and Ba- 
arian generals to retire to Lampertheim, that they 
icht cover Straſburgh. The Auſtrians made themſelves 
eters of Haguenau and Saverne : they ſecured the 
paſſes 


aglilly 
nov. 


conference with his ambaſſador at the Hague, expreſſed. 


Ind on the twenty-ninth day of June the King of 


Ihought he had nothing to fear from the Auſtrians in that 
quarter: beſides, he had received ſecret aſſurances that the 


ands. But all his meaſures were defeated by the activity 


23 


noverians, Dutch, and Auſtrians, to the number of C HA p. 
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13 his favourite ladies, with all the pomp of eaſtern lux- _ 


Pieſty would deſiſt from his deſign of attacking their 


Fas in ſeven days ſurrendered upon capitulation. Yopres, 
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tachment of thirty thouſand men from his army in Fla f 


ſpaired of his life. The Queen, with her children, a t 
pay their laſt duties to their dying ſovereign, who, t 
pare himſelf for death: yet the ſtrength of his conſti 


brated all over his dominions with uncommon marks 
Joy and affection. 


ſtrian general were fruſtrated by the King of Pruff 


re-eſtabliſh the peace of the empire, and to ſupport ti 
might depend upon his protection, in caſe they ſhoul 
remain quiet; but threatened them with fire and fworl 


ſhould they preſume to oppoſe his arms. In a reicrih 


the Queen of Hungary of obſtinacy, in refuſing to © 
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Alface under contribution. The King of France was iii 
ſooner appriſed of the prince's having paſſed the Rh 
and penetrated into this province, than he ſent off a «vil 


ders to re- enforce that under the Mareſchal de CoignM 
and he himſelf began his journey from the Rhine, that | 
might in perſon check the progreſs of the enemy: hi 
this deſign was anticipated by a ſevere diſtemper t 
overtook him at Metz in Lorraine. The phyſicians «i 


all the princes of the blood, haſtened from Verfſaill:s 1 . | 
true penitent, diſmiſſed his concubines, and began to pr $ 


tion triumphed over the fever, and his recovery was cel 


$ XIII. In the mean time the ſchemes of the Au t 


who, in the month of Auguſt, entered the eleQtorate ik 
Saxony, at the head of a numerous army. There he c 
clared, in a publick manifeſto, that his aims were only Harriſo 


dignity of its head. He aſſured the inhabitants that tht) nd he 


addreſſed to his miniſters at foreign courts, he accuſe! 


knowledge the Emperor, and reſtore his hereditary dom! 
nions : he ſaid he had engaged in the league of Franc 
fort, to hinder the head of the empire from being 0 
preſſed : that he had no intention to violate the peaced 
Breſlau, or enter as a principal into this war: he affirme 
that his deſign was to add as auxiliary to the Emperd! 
and eſtabliſh the quiet of Germany. He penetrated into I 
hemia and undertook the fiege of Prague, the governor 

whe 


% 


nich ſurrendered himſelf and his garriſon priſoners of © H A p. 
ar on the fixteenth. day of September. He afterwards VIII. 
duced Tabor, Bodweis, and Teyn, and in a word ſfub- 
ed the greateſt part of the kingdom ; the Auſtrian of 
ces in that country being in no condition to ſtop 
* s progreſs. Nevertheleſs, he was ſoon obliged to re- 
1 Wnquiſh his conqueſts. Prince Charles of Lorraine was 
. called from Alſace, and repaſſed the Rhine in the face 
er the 0 the French army, commanded by the Mareſchals de 
ns 1 | Hoigni, Noailles, and Belleifle. Then he marched to 
n, aWec Danube, laid the Upper Palatinate under contribu- 
11-5 lf ſon, and entering Bohemia, joined the troops under 
„ W Wathiani at Merotitz. The King of Poland EleQor of 
to pri Barony, at this juncture, declared in favour of her Hun- 
nftit t zrian Majeſty. A convention for the mutual guarantee 
is celWhf their dominions had been ſigned between theſe two 
ark: off powers in December; and now Prince Charles of Lor- 
Eine was re-enforced by twenty thouſand Saxon troops, 
1 be the conduct of the Duke of Saxe-Weſlenfeis. The 
ombined army was ſuperior to that of his Pruſſian Ma- 
ity, whom they reſolved to engage. But he retired 
gefore them, and having evacuated all the places he had 
garriſoned in Bohemia, retreated with precipitation into 
leſia. There his troops were put into winter-quarters ; 
nd he himſelf returned to Berlin, extremely mortified at 
he iſſue of the campaign. 
XIV. During theſe tranſactions, Count Seckendorf 
Warched into Bavaria, at the head of a ſtrong army, 
rove the Auſtrians out of that eleQorate, and the Em- 
cror regained poſſeſſion of Munich, his capital, on the 
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domi venty-ſecond day of October. In Auguſt the French 
rand my paſſed the Rhine at Fort-Louis, and inveſted the 
ng oong and important city of Fribourg, defended by Ge- 
cace Meral Demnitz, at the head of nine thouſand veterans. 


5 rmedM'be King of France arrived in the camp on the eleventh 
ape of October; and the fiege was carried on with un- 
ito B emmon vigour. The Auſtrian governour made incredible 


rnor dl 
hie 


ſorts 1 in the defence of the ptace, which he maintained 
until 
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BO O K. until it was reduced to a heap of ruins, and one hall ( 


_ obliged to ſurrender themſelves priſoners of war, after th; 


which they had killed above fifteen thouſand of the he. 


Count Saxe had found himſelf confiderably weaker than 


a ſeparate body on the fide of Newport. The allies, to the 
number of ſeventy thouſand, paſſed the Schelde, and ad- 

vanced towards Helchin : but the enemy being ſo advan- 
tageouſly poſted, that they could not attack him with any 
Proſpect of advantage, they filed on in ſight of Tourna); 
and on the eighth day of Auguſt encamped in the plains of 


in which he was ſo ſtrongly fortified. Here they foraged tor 
ſeveral days, and laid the open country under contribu: 
tion: however, they made no attempt upon the place it 
_. tell, which in all probability would have fallen into theit "as 
Hands had they inveſted it at their firſt approach; for then 


of militia; but Count Saxe ſoon threw in a conſiderable 
re · enforcement. The allies were unprovided with a trait 
of battering cannon ; and their commanders would not 
deviate from the uſual-forms of war. Beſides, they were 
divided in their opinions, and deſpiſed one another. Ge 
neral Wade, who commanded the Engliſh and Hanove- 


weight, or authority; and the Auſtrian general, the 
Duke d' Aremberg, was a proud, rapacious glutton, 


mained for ſome time in fight of Liſle, and made 2 
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the garriſon deſtroyed. At length, however, they wer 
trenches had been opened five-and-forty days, during 


fiegers. With this conqueſt, the French King cloſed the 
campaign, and his army was eantoned along the Rhine, 
under the inſpection of the Count de Maillebois. By the 
detachments drawn from the French army in Flander, 


the confederates : he threw up ſtrong entrenchments behind 
the Lys, where he remained on the defenſive, until he wa 
re-enforced by the Count de Clermont, who commanded 


Lifle, in hope of drawing Count Saxe from the ſituation 


| We 
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there was no other garriſon but two or three battalions 


rians, was a vain, weak man, without confidence, 


devoid of talents and ſentiment. After having © 


genera! forage without moleſtation, they retircd to their 
former 


| : R U N 0; 


127 


eder camp on the Sebelde, from whence they ſoon © f A f. 


marched into winter-quarters. Count Saxe at length 
Fitted his lines; and, by way of retaliation, ſent out 
etachments to ravage the Low-Countries, to the very 
tes of Ghent and Bruges. The conduct of the allied 
Enerals was ſeverely cenſured in England, and ridiculed 


were 
the 
ring 


be. 


1 
0 France, not only in private converſation but alſo on 
M heir publick theatres, where it became the ſubject of 


krces and pantomimes. 

i XV. The campaign in Italy produced divers viciſſi- 

des of fortune. The King of Naples having aſſembled 

Bn army, joined Count Gets, and publiſhed a manifeſto 

vindication of his conduct, which was a direct viola- 
n of the neutrality he had promiſed to obſerve. He 
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de 2 


We courts of London and Vienna; that his frontiers were 
Wreatened with, the calamities of war; and that the 
Queen of Hungary made no ſecret of her intention to 
Wk his dominions. This charge was not without 
Pundation. The emiſſaries of the houſe of Auſtria en- 
ravoured to excite a rebellion in Naples, which Prince 
Fobkowitz had orders to favour by an invaſion. This 
encral was encamped at Monte Rotundo, in the neigh- 
L purhood - of Rome, when, in the month of June, the 
| Enfederates advanced to Velletri. While the two ar- 
dies remained in fight of each other, Prince Lobkowitz 
0 Frached a ſtrong body of forces, under Count Soro and 
eneral Gorani, who made an irruption into the pro- 
Ince of Abruzzo, and took the city of Aquila, where 
hey diſtributed a manifeſto, in which the Queen of Hun- 
gary exhorted the Neapolitans to ſhake off the Spaniſh 


3 p, however, produced little or no effect; and the Au- 


Lroville, with a ſuperior number of forces. In Auguſt, 


ganger 


ee that his moderation had been undervalued by 


Pre, and ſubmit again to the Houſe of Auſtria. This 
Tian detachment retired at the approach of the Duke of 
Punt Brown, at the head of an Auſtrian detachment, 


rpriſed Velletri in the night ; and the King of the Two 
(lies, with the Duke of Modena, were in the utmoſt 


VIII. 
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great difficulty, and repaired to the quarters of Cou : 
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danger of being taken. They eſcaped by a poſtern wi 


Gages, who performed the part of a great general M8 5 
this occafion. He rallied the fugitives, diſpelled the of hil 
nick and confuſion which had begun to prevail in on! 
camp, and made a diſpoſition for cutting off the retrai Nut 
the Auſtrians. Count Brown, finding himſelf in dag he 
of being ſurrounded, thought proper to ſecure his rettu pr 
which he affected with great art and gallantry, carrying or 
a prodigious booty. Three thouſand Spaniards are fai ho, 
have fallen in this action; and eight hundred men mot 
taken, with ſome ſtandards and colours. Count Mari Pbſti 
a Neapolitan general, was among the priſoners. Mes. 
Auſtrians loſt above ſix hundred men; and General Mark 
vati fell into the hands of the enemy; but the er im 
produced no conſequence of importance. The heats hill; 
autumn proved fo fatal to the Auſtrians, who were Mo 
accuſtomed to the climate, that Prince Lobkowitz With 
his army mouldering away, without any poſſibility {W<put 
its being recruited :- beſides the country was ſo drain utfer 
that he could no longer procure ſubſiſtence. Impelled\ Brita 
theſe conſiderations, he meditated a retreat, On Heut 
eleventh day of November, he decamped from Faid Entre 
marched under the walls of Rome, paſſed the 'Tybur! jclolv 
Ponte Molle, formerly known by the name of Pons Pledn 
vius, which he had juſt time to break down behind hinſWhine 
when the vanguard of the Spaniards and Neapolitans i deſ 
peared. Part of his rear-guard, however, was tak he pl 
with Count Soro who commanded it, at Nocera ; a t diſe 
his army ſuffered greatly by deſertion. Nevertheleſs, nder 
continued his retreat with equal ſkill and expediti Fond! 
paſſed the mountains of Gubio, and by the way of V| ſt Sal 
terbo reached the Bologneſe. The Pope was altoget?'"Y 
paſhve. In the beginning of the campaign he nad hich 
reſſed Lobkowitz; and now he received the King ſeutr. 
the Two Sicilies with marks of the warmeſt affect buati 
That prince having viſited the chief curioſities of Rant, 
retumeenf 


Vo 
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eturned to Naples, leaving part of his troops under the C H Ap. 


Wo 
Command of Count Gages. VII. 
ral 5 XVI. Fortune likewiſe favoured his brother Don 32>" ans 
he Philip in Savoy and Piedmont. He was early in the ſea- TOY" 
in ion joined at Antibes by the French army, under the con- 


Wuct of the Prince of Conti. In the latter end of March, 


treaty 'F 
dani he combined forces paſſed the Var, reduced the Caſtle of 
ret (premont, and entered the city of Nice, without oppo- 


inge ion. In April, they attacked the King of Sardinia, 
- fa ho, with twenty thouſand men, was ſtrongly entrenched 


Pmong the mountains at Villa-Franca. The action was 


n will 0 | 

[aria . dbſtinate and bloody; but their numbers and perſeverance 
. 8 vrevailed. He was obliged to abandon his poſts, and em- 
ral Mark on board of the Britiſh ſquadron, which tranſported 


enpe im and his troops to Vado. The intention of Don 
heau Philip was to penetrate through the territories of Genoa 
nto the Milaneſe; but Admiral Matthews, who hovered 


vere i 
ritz Mich a ſtrong ſquadron on that coaſt, ſent a meſſage to the 


bility epublic, declaring, that ſhould the combined army be 
drainWuffered to paſs through her dominions, the King of Great- 
pelle Pritain would conſider ſuch a ſtep as a breach of their 
On Meutrality. The ſenate, intimidated by this intimation, 
\ Faid ntreated the princes to deſiſt from their deſign; and they 
Tb eſolved to chooſe another route. They defiled towards 


Piedmont, and aſſaulted the ſtrong poſt of Chateau- Dau- 
bins, defended by the King of Sardinia in perſon. After 
| deſperate attack, in which they loſt four thouſand men, 
he place was taken : the garriſon of Demont ſurrendered 


ons M 
nd hi 
itans 
as take 


era; t diſcretion, and the whole country of Piedmont was laid 
\eleſs, | nder contribution. His Sardinian Majeſty was not in a 
; peditio ondition to hazard a battle ; and, therefore, poſted himſelf 


ay of t Saluzzes, in order to cover his capital. 'The combined 
alt oget\y advanced to the ſtrong and important town of Coni, 
e had of@"1ch was inveſted in the beginning of September. Baron 
King Neutrum the governor made an obſtinate defence, and the 
affecdußß vation of the place was ſuch as rendered the ſiege diffi- 
of Bont, tedious, and bloody. The King of Sardinia being 
retuln Fenforced by ten thouſand Auſtrians, under General Pal- 
Vor. ITT, K laricinf, 


N — — — = 
— — — k — 2 
— — 3 2 "IG, 
7 * — 


9 


130 


BOO K lavicini, advanced to its relief, and a battle enſued. The z 


II. 


1744» 


throw a re-enforcement and ſupply of proviſions into Conj 


tarded, but even diſpirited the befiegers. Nevertheleſs, the 


the place with fix hundred freſh men. This incident ws 
no ſooner known, than the princes abandoned their en 


ſelf in poſſeſſion of Piedmont. The French troops wer 


his footing in Savoy, the inhabitants of which he fleeced 
without: mercy. 


| quence was atchieved by the Britiſh ſquadron in the Med: 
terranean; and indeed the naval power of Great-Britan 


Janiero, on the coaſt of Braſil, from whence they re- 
turned to Europe. A frigate, commanded by Captail 
Cheap, was ſhipwrecked on a deſolate iſland in the Soul- 
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action was maintained with great vigour on both ſide Wk 

till night, when his Majeſty finding it impraQticable ſl ft 
force the enemy's entrenchments, retired in good order u | * 
his camp at Muraſſo. He afterwards found means 5 r 


and the heavy rains that fell at this period, not only fr. 


prinees perſiſted in their deſign, notwithſtanding a dear 
of proviſions, and the approach of winter, till the latte 
end of November, when the Chevalier de Soto enter 


terpriſe; and leaving their ſick and wounded to the mere I * 
of the Piedmonteſe, marched: back to Demont. Having 
diſmantled the fortifications of this place, they retreatet 
with great precipitation to Dauphine, and were dread. 
fully harraſſed by the Vaudois and light troops in the ſe- 
vice of his Sardinian Majeſty, who now again ſaw him. 


quartered in Dauphin: but Don Philip ſtill maintainet 
 $ XVI. After the action at Toulon, nothing of conſe 


was, during the ſummer, quite inactive. In the month 
of June, Commodore Anſon returned from his voyage 0 
three years and nine months, in which he had ſurrounde 
the terraqueous globe. We have formerly obſerved, thit 
he ſailed with a ſmall ſquadron to the South-Sea, in orde! 
to annoy the Spaniſh ſettlements of Chili and Peru. Tw 
of his large ſhips having been ſeparated from him in a ſtorm 
before he weathered Cape-Horn, had put in at Rio 


Sea. Mr. Anſon having undergone a dreadful tempeſ, 
| | | | which 
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Te „ 1 ich diſperſed his fleet, arrived at the iſland of Juan © LE, P. 
10 Fernandez, where he was joined by the Glouceſter, TD. Las 
let | Pf the line, a ſloop, and a pink loaded with proviſions. 1744, 
ot 1 Theſe were the remains of his ſquadron. He made prize 
wy of ſeveral veſſels; took and burned the little town of 
on 


Payta; ſet ſail from the coaſt of Mexico, for the Phillip- 
yr pine iſles; and in this paſſage the Glouceſter was aban- 


, the 1 doned and ſunk: the other veſſels had been deſtroyed for 


cart rant of men to navigate them, ſo that nothing now re- 
= mained but the commodore's own ſhip, the Centurion, and 
erbat but very indifferently manned 3 for the crews had 
tu deen horribly thinned by ſickneſs. Incredible were the 
r " Whardſhips and miſery they ſuſtained from the ſhattered con- 
oil Wition of the ſhips, and the ſcorbutick diſordet, when they 


reatel 

read 
je ſer- 
him- 
s Wert 
tained 
leecet 


Feached the plentiful iſland of Tinian, where they were 
Pupplied with the neceſſary refreſhments. Thence they 
proſecuted their voyage to the river of Canton in China, 


& 
£ 


Where the commodore ordered the ſhip to be ſheathed, and 
found means to procure a re-enforcement of ſailors. The 


Jails between Acapulco in Mexico, and Manilla, one of 


2 Wet ſail from Canton, and ſteered his courſe back to the 
conſe: 


Medi 
Britain 
month 
yage ol 
unde 
d A that 
n order 


ter a ſhort but vigorous engagement, The prize was 


freaſure and effects to the value of three hundred and thir- 
een thouſand pounds ſterling: with this windfall, he re- 
urned to Canton; from whence he proceeded to the 
ape of Good-Hope, and proſecuted his voyage to Eng- 


* ind, where he arrived in ſafety. Though this fortunate | 
ps n mander enriched himſelf by an occurrence that may be 


hey rt ermed almoſt accidental, the Britiſh nation was not in- 


Captail 
South 
empeſ. 

Which 


inal deſign was entirely defeated. Had the Manilla 
lip eſcaped the vigilance of the Engliſh commodore, he 
ght have been, at his return to England, laid aſide as a 


K 2 ſuperannuated 


Ebief object of his attention was the rich annual ſhip that 
: he Phillippine iſlands. In hopes of intercepting her, he 
ſtraits of Manilla, where ſhe actually fell into his hands, 


Called Neuſtra Signora de Cabodonga, mounted with forty 
guns, manned with fix hundred ſailors, and loaded with 


emnified for the expenſe of the expedition; and the ori- 


the Britiſh nobility with that reſpect and hoſpitality whicl 


| now ripened into another revolution in the miniſtr Wnan; 


her own family, or the world in general. 
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ſuperannuated captain, and died in obſcurity : but H 
great wealth inveſted him with conſiderable influence, au 
added luſtre to his talents. He ſoon became the orac|: 
which was conſulted in all naval deliberations ; and th 
King raiſed him to the dignity of a peerage. In July, 9 
John Balchen, an admiral of approved valour and greater 
perience, failed from Spithead with a ſtrong ſquadron, in 
queſt of an opportunity to attack the French fleet at Brel, 
under the command of M. de Rochambault. In the by 
of Biſcay he was overtaken by a violent ſtorm, that diſperſe 
the ſhips, and drove them up the Engliſh channel. Ad: 
miral Stewart, with the greater part of them, arrived à 
Plymouth; but Sir John Balchen's own ſhip, the Victon, 
which was counted the moſt beautiful firſt rate in tht 
world, foundered at ſea ; and this brave commander pe 
riſhed ,with all his officers, volunteers, and crew, amount 
ing to eleven hundred choice ſeamen. On the fourth di 
of October, after the ſiege of Friburg, the Marſhal Duke 
de Belleifle, and his brother, happened, in their way t 
Berlin, to halt at a village in the foreſt of Hartz, depent 
ent on the electorate of Hanover. There they were ap 
prehended hy the bailiff of the place, and conducted 5 
priſoners to Ofterode ; from whence they were removedt 
Stade on the Elbe, where they embarked for England 
They reſided at Windſor till the following year, when they 
were allowed the benefit of the cartel which had been eſis 
bliſhed between Great-Britain and France at Francktor, 
and releaſed accordingly, after they had been treated 
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was due to their rank and merit“. 


XVIII. The diſſentions in the Britiſh cabinet wer 


Lord Carteret, who was by this time Earl Granville i 
conſcquence of his mother's death, had engroſſed the roi 
favour ſo much, that the Duke of N and his broth 
= 6 151 nA 
* Mr, Pope, the celebrated poet, died in the month of June. In 00s 


her, the old Ducheſs of Marlborough reſigned her breath, in the eight] 
fifth year of her age; immenſely rich, and very little regretted, eithe! bf 
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t u e faid to have taken umbrage at his influence and great- c H A P, 


©, an es. He had incurred the reſentment of thoſe who were 


race Yiſtinguiſhed by the appellation of Patriots, and entirely 


1d the Srfeited his popularity. The two brothers were very 


„ vn 


at enen ſtrength, and engaged in a political alliance with the 


Powerful by their parliamentary intereſt : they knew their | 


VIII. 
8 
1744. 


n, u tading men in the oppoſition, againſt the prime miniſter 
Drek Ind his meaſures. This coalition was dignified with the 
Ie be : pithet of The Broad Bottom, as if it had been eſtabliſh- 
perk d on a true conſtitutional foundation, comprehending in- 

* ividuals of every claſs, without diſtinction of party. The 
ved 4 F ppellation, however, which they aſſumed was afterwards 
OY Eonverted into a term of deriſion. The Earl of G——— 
in te 


Perceiving the gathering ſtorm, and foreſeeing the im- 


er pt Ppoſſibility of withſtanding ſuch an oppoſition in parlia- 


aount x ent, wiſely avoided the impending danger and diſgrace, 
th daf y a voluntary reſignation of his employments. The 


Due Farl of Harrington ſucceeded him as ſecretary of ſtate. 
way t0 


pen i iralty, and the Earl of Cheſterfield declared lord-lieu- 


re ab- enant of Ireland. The Lords Gower and Cobham were 


Red ereſtabliſned in the offices they had refigned : Mr. Lyttel- 


week £ on was admitted as a commiſſioner of the Treaſury; even 
oY Pir John Hynde Cotton accepted of a place at court; and 
n tne} 


Wir John Phillips ſat at the board of trade and plantations, 
n eſtz 

ckfort, 
ted b) 
which 


Father a change of men than of meaſures, and turned out 
to the eaſe and advantage of the ſovereign ; for his views 
Niere no longer thwarted by an obſtinate oppoſition in 
Wparliament. The ſeſſion was opened on the twenty-eighth 
t wer day of November, in the uſual manner. The Commons 
niſtr 
alle i 
e roy 
zrother 
ar 


In Oct 
e eight) 
either . 


ſhe ſervice of the enſuing year, to be raiſed by the land, 


Additional duty on wines. In January, the Earl of Cheſter- 
f field ſet out for the Hague, with the character of am- 
baſſador extraordinary, to perſuade, if poſſible, the States- 
eneral to engage heartily in the war. About the ſame 
| | time, 


Wunanimouſly granted about fix millions and an half for 


the malt, and the ſalt-taxes, the finking-fund, and an 


EThe Duke of Bedford was appointed firſt lord of the Ad- 


though he ſoon renounced this employment. This was 


— — — n= — . 
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B-OOK time, a treaty of quadruple alliance was ſigned at War. 


II. 
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but his Poliſh majeſty was paid for his concurrence, with 


and the remainder was diſburſed by the ane Pro. 


Charles VII. which happened in the month of January, 


Majeſty, was immediately declared a candidate for thc 


Vienna, taking advantage of the late Emperor's death, 


the Bavarian forces out of the electorate. The young 
clector was obliged to abandon his capital, and retire to 


all his dominions. In this emergency, be yielded to 


forced by the advice of his uncle, the EleQor of Cologn, 


having for a very ſhort time "enjoyed a penſion of four thouſand pound 
_ granted by the crown, in conſideration of his paſt ſervices: T hough be 


ſure, his circumſtances were not affluent : ; he was liberal in his diſpoſ. 


| tle was left for his own private occaſions, 
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ſaw, by the Queen of Hungary, the King of Poland, 
and the maritime powers. This was a mutual guarantee 
of the dominions belonging to the contracting parties: 


an annual ſubſidy of one hundred and fifty thouſand 
pounds, two thirds of which were defrayed by England, 


vinces#, 

XIX. The bufi ah of the Britiſh adeliement being 
diſcuſſed, the ſeſſion was cloſed in the beginning of 
May ; and immediately after the prorogation the King 
ſet out for Hanover. The death of the Emperor 


had entirely changed the face of affairs in the en: 
pire, and all the princes of Germany were in commotiou. 
The Grand Duke of Tuſcany, conſort to her Hungarian 


Imperial crown ; while his pretenfions were warmly op- 
poſed by the French King and his alljes, The court of 


ſent an army to invade Bavaria in the month of March, 
under the conduct of General Bathiani, who routed 
the French and Palatine. troops at Pſiffenhoven; took 
poſſefſion of Rain; ſurrounded and diſarmed fix thouſand 
Heſſians in the neighbourhood of Ingoldſtadt; - and drove 


Augſburgh, where he feund himſelf in danger of loſing 


the earneſt ſollicitations of the Empreſs his mother, en- 


and of his general, Count Seckendort, who e him 
t0 


* Robert Earl of Orford, late prime miniſter, died in March, alter 


had for ſuch a length of time directed the application of the publick tie- 


tion, and had ſuch a number of rapacious dependents to gratify, that, lit 
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va. o be reconciled to the court of Vienna. A negotiation C H A P. 
and, was immediately begun at Fueſſen, where in April the. NI , 
nter I treaty was concluded. The Queen conſented to recog- 1745. 


ies: nize the imperial dignity, as having been veſted in the 
with perſon of his father; to acknowledge his mother as Em- 


ſand preſs Dowager 3 to reſtore his dominions, with all the 
and, fortreſſes, artillery, ſtores, and ammunition, which ſhe 
pro- had taken: on the other hand, he renounced all claim to 
ũÄꝗuue ſucceſſion of her father, and became guarantee of the 
ing pragmatick ſanction; he acknowledged the validity of 
g the electoral vote of Bohemia in the perſon of the Queen; 
King and engaged to give his voice for the Grand Duke, at 
peror the enſuing election of a king of the Romans. Until 
uary, that ſhould be determined, both parties agreed that Ingold- 
em: ſtadt ſhould be garriſoned by neutral troops; and that 
tion, 4 Braunau and Schardingen, with all the country lying 
arian 5 between the Inn and the Saltza, ſhould remain in the 
;r the Queen's poſſeſſion, though without prejudice to the civil 
y op- {Mt government, or the EleQor's revenue. In the mean 
art of time he diſmiſſed the auxiliaries that were in his pay, and 
leath, they were permitted to retire without moleſtation. 
arch, ! $ XX. The court of Vienna had now ſecured the votes 
outed of all the eleQors, except thoſe of Brandenburgh and the 


took Palatinate. Nevertheleſs, France aſſembled a powerful 


uſand : army in the neighbourhood of Franckfort, in order to in- 
drove 


4 
- 
* 
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by the Grand Duke in perſon, marched thither from the 


| fluence the election: But the Auſtrian army, oommanded 


'oun; 
15 0 Danube; and the Prince of Conti was obliged to repaſs 
loſing 3 the Rhine at Nordlingen. Then the Great Duke repaired 
ed to © Franckfort, where, on the ſecond day of September, 
, en: he was by a majority of voices declared king of the 
ologn, Romans, and emperor of Germany. Mean while the 
d hin King of Pruſha had made great progreſs in the conqueſt 
o of Sileſia. The campaign began in January, when the 
b, ater Hungarian inſurgents were obliged to retire into Moravia: 
1 In the following month the Pruſſian General Lehwald 


ick trev 
dil pol. 
that It 


| aſſault; 


: defeated a body of twelve thouſand Auſtrians, commanded 
1 by General Helfrich : the town of Ratibor was taken by 
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BOOK affault; and the King entered Sileſia in May, at the head Now pr: 
Il. of ſeventy thouſand men. Prince Charles of Lorraine, 

HIT! wr being joined by the Duke of Saxe-Weſſenfels and twenty- 

„ thouſand Saxons, penetrated into Sileſia by the defiles of 

Wl 1! Landſhut ; and were attacked by his Pruffian Majeſty in [ emand 

lt |! the plains of Striegan, near Friedberg. The battle was Wl 

r maintained from morning till noon, when the Saxon Warmed 

Wl! giving way, Prince Charles was obliged to retire with the Mowers 

| WAN, loſs of twelve thouſand men, and a great number of 

Wa ts) colours, ſtandards, and artillery. This victory, obtained on {Whaiting 


5 the fourth day of June, complete as it was, did not prore 
„ deciſive; for, though the victor transferred the ſeat of the And ob 
| war into Bohemia, and maintained his army by raiſing {Wim int 
contributions in that country, the Auſtrians reſolved to Naxony 
hazard another engagement. Their aim was to ſurpriſe 
him in his camp at Sohr, which they attacked on the thir- 
tieth of September, at day-break : but they met with ſuch 
a a warm reception, that notwithſtanding their repeated ef- 
forts during the ſpace of four hours, they were repulſed 
with conſiderable damage, and retreated to Jaromire,leaving 
five thouſand killed upon the ſpot, beſides two thouſand 
that were taken, with many ſtandards, and twenty pieces of 
cannon. The loſs of this battle was in a great meaſure 
. ovwing to the avarice of the irregulars, who having pene- 
Wl” tratedl into the Pruſſian camp, began to pillage with great 
. _ eagerneſs, giving the King an opportunity to rally his 
1 diſordered troops, and reſtore the battle: nevertheleſs, 

. they retired with the plunder of his baggage, including 
1 his military cheſt, the officers of his chancery, bis own 
""FY feerctary, and all the papers of his cabinet. 

Wat" XXI. Aſter this action his Pruſſian Majeſty returned 
We to Berlin, and breathed nothing but peace and modera - 
„ tion. In Auguſt he had figned a convention with the 
„ King of Great-Britain, who became guarantee of his 
„ poſſeſſions in Sileſia, as yielded by the treaty of Breſſau; 
1 and he promiſed to vote for the Grand Duke of Tuſcany 
„ at the election of an emperor. This was intended as 
the baſis of a more general accommodation. But he 

| PO | now 
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Wow pretended to have received undoubted intalligence, CHAP, 


ad 

e, at the King of Poland and the Queen of Hungary bad II. 

- Wherccd to invade Brandenburgh with three different ar- 1 
of 1 ies; and that for this purpoſe his Poliſn Majeſty had 


emanded of the Czarina the ſuccours ſtipulated by 
Peaty between the two crowns. Alarmed, or ſeemingly 
Warmed, at this information, he ſollicited the maritime 
. wers to fulfil their engagements, | and interpoſe their 
N ood offices with the court of Peterſburgh. Yet, far from 
\ Faiting for the reſult of theſe remonſtrances, he made a 
Paden irruption into Luſatia, took poſſeſſion of Gorlitz, 
'*F obliged Prince Charles of Lorraine to retire before 
L Sim into Bohemia. Then he entered Leipſick, and laid 
Saxony under contribution. The King of Poland, un- 
ble to reſiſt the torrent, quitted his capital, and took re- 
f ge in Prague, His troops, re-enforced by a body of 
! Nuſtrians, were defeated at Pirna on the fifteenth day of | 
December; and his Pruſſian Majeſty became maſter of | | 
| 


— — 
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Dreſden without further oppoſition, The King of Po- 

End, thus deprived of his hereditary dominions, was | 
Wain to acquieſce in ſuch terms as the conqueror thought | 
Proper to impoſe; and the treaty of Dreſden was con- | 
Rluded, under the mediation of his Britannick Majeſty. P 
Py this convention the King of Pruſſia retained all the || 
Eontributions he had levied in Saxony; and was entitled | 
b a million of German crowns, to be paid by his Po- | 
| Majeſty at the next fair of Leipfick. He and the | 
Flector Palatine conſented to acknowledge the Grand _ | 
ke as Emperor of Germany; and this laſt confirmed | 
0 his Pruſſian Majeſty certain privileges de non evocando, | 
rhich had been granted by the late Emperor, with regard | 
0 lome territories poſſeſſed by the King of Pruſſia, 
Bough not belonging to the electorate of Brandenburgh. 
Iumediately after the ratification of this treaty, the Pruſ- 
Ten troops evacuated Saxony; and the peace of Germa- 
as reſtored. _ 

XXII. Though the "Re King could not prevent 
lhe elevation of the Grand Duke to che Imperial throne, 
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BOOK he reſolved to humble the houſe of Auſtria, by making 
32580 
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Aſſembled, under the auſpices of Mareſchal Count de Sax; 


of Cumberland aſſumed the chief command of the alle 
army aſſembled at Soignies : he was aſſiſted with the at 


of Tournay. They accordingly advanced to Leuſe; a 


ſome outpoſts, and clearing the defiles through whid 
they were obliged to advance to the attack; while th 
French completed their batteries, and made the moſt fo 


proper diſpoſitions, began his march to the enemy at tu 
o' clock in the morning : a briſk cannonade enſued 3 an 
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conqueſt of the Netherlands. A prodigious army was then 


and his Moſt Chriſtian Majeſty, with the Dauphin, x 
riving in the camp, they inveſted the ſtrong town t 
'Tournay on the thirtieth day of April. The Dutch gan 
fon conſiſted of eight thouſand men, commanded by the df 
Baron Dorth, who made a vigorous defence. The Duk 


vice of the Count Konigſeg, an Auſtrian general, a 
the Prince of Waldeck, commander of the Dutch forca 
"Their army was greatly inferior in number to that of th 
enemy; nevertheleſs, they reſolved to march to the reli 


on the twenty-eighth day of April took poſt at MaulbyWcn pi 
jn fight of the French army, which was encamped on Hnks c 
eminence, from the village of Antoine to a large vo od, 


Wiſe, * 
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beyond Vezon, having Fontenoy in their front. Nei 
day was employed by the allies in driving the enemy fron 


midable preparations for their reception. On the thirtict 
day of April the Duke of Cumberland having made tit 


about nine both armies were engaged. The Britiſh n 


fantry drove the French beyond their lines : but the ae the 
wing failing in the attack on the village of Fontenoy, ere k 
the cavalry forbearing to advance on the flanks, theo C 
meaſured back their ground with ſome diſorder, from . Jun 

| prodigious fire of the French batteries. They ralli«gWrench 


however, and returning to the charge with redoubled aWough 


dour, repulſed the enemy to their camp with great (aug w. 
ter: but, being wholly unſupported by the other wüßte to 
and expoſed both in front and flank to a dreadful fte, 
which did great execution, the Duke was obliged to mie 


th 
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Kine 
* | the afternoon 3 and this was effected in tolerable or- 
dal &r. The battle was fought with great obſtinacy, and the 
n, u rnage on both ſides was very conſiderable. The allies 
wn t about twelve thouſand men, including a good number 
ge officers 3 among theſe were Lieutenant - General Camp- 
he l, and Major-General Ponſonby. The victory colt the 
Dau ench almoſt an equal number of lives; and no honour 
allid 
he a 
„ all 
forces 
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the preceding day, before the enemy had taken their 
eaſures, and received all their re- enforcements, they 


7 y. Although the attack was generally judged raſh and 
ecipitate, the Britiſh and Hanoverian troops fought 
lich ſuch intrepidity and perſeverance, that if they had 


| pod, would have been obliged to abandon their enter- 
iſe. The Duke of Cumberland left his ſick and wound- 


ncamped in an advantageous ſituation at Leſſines. The 
arriſon of Tournay, though now deprived of all hope 
| ſuccour, maintained the place to the twenty-firſt day 
June, when the governor obtained an honourable capi- 


dur thouſand men to re-enforce the garriſon of that city : 


as loſt by the vanquiſhed. Had the allies given battle 


Bight have ſucceeded in their endeavours to relieve Tour- 


ten properly ſuſtained by the Dutch forces, and their 
anks covered by the cavalry, the French, in all likeli- 


lation. After the conqueſt of this frontier, which was 
lmantled, the Duke of Cumberland, apprehending the 
iemy had a deſign upon Ghent, ſent a detachment of 


Ft they fell into an ambuſcade at Pas-du-mele; and 
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e neceſſary diſpoſitions for a retreat about three o'clock c H Ar. 
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[ to the humanity of the victors; and retiring to Aeth, 


„ ere killed or taken, except a few dragoons that eſcap- 
„tte to Oſtend: on that very night, which was the twelfth 
om th June, Ghent was ſurpriſed by a detachment of the 
rallied rench army. Then they inveſted Oſtend, which, 


led at 
ſlaug 
Wing 
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ough defended by an Engliſh garriſon, and open to the 
a was after a ſhort ſiege ſurrendered by capitulation on 
de fourteenth day of Auguſt. Dendermonde, Oude- 
arde, Newport, and Aeth underwent the ſame fate; 
tile the allied army lay entrenched beyond the canal of 

Antwerp, 
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BOOK Antwerp. The French King having ſubdued the greats 
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Gages paſſed the Appennines; and enteredthe ſtate of Lu. 
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part of the Auſtrian Netherlands, returned to Paris, which 
he entered in triumph. 

S XXIII. The campaign in Italy was s unpropitioust 
the Queen of Hungary and the King of Sardinia. Coun 


N 4s * N 5 
S L 15 2 F p 
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ca: from thence he proceeded by the eaſtern coaſt d Whcnd, 
Genoa to Leſtride-Levante. The junction of the tu Pant 
armies was thus accompliſhed, and re-enforced with tei Pos e 
thouſand Genoeſe : mean while Prince Lobkowitz d. iat, 
camped from Modena, and took poſt at Parma : but he poſt i F 
was ſoon ſucceeded by Count Schuylemberg, and ſent to urg 
command the Auſtrians in Bohemia. The Spaniards en- ace, 
tered the Milaneſe without further oppoſition. Coum ad 
Gages, with thirty thouſand men, took poſſeſſion of Ser is to 
ravalle; and advancing towards Placentia, obliged the Pener⸗ 
Auſtrians to retire under the cannon of Tortona : bu Fi 
when Don Philip, at the head of forty thouſand troops ; wk 
made himſelf maſter of Acqui, the King of Sardinia an ? nd c 
the Auſtrian general, unable to ſtem the torrent, r. oh Gi 
treated behind the Tanaro. The ſtrong citadel of Torts Per th. 
na was taken by the Spaniards, who likewiſe reducei 3 hoſe 
Parma and Placentia : and forcing the paſſage of the Tx- a 
naro, compelled his Sardinian Majeſty to take ſhelter on Ruins 
the other fide of the Po. Then Pavia was won by {c: rriyec 
lade; and the city of Milan ſubmitted to the Infant ; ew-l 
though the Auſtrian garriſon ſtill maintained the citadel: Hediat 
all Piedmont, on both ſides of the Po, as far as Turin, 5 thor 
was reduced, and even that capital threatened with et) 
fiege : ſo that by the month of October the territories be- i iedial 
longing to the houſe of Auſtria, in Italy, were wol Peeeſe 
ſubdued ; and the King of Sardinia ſtripped of all his do- (ink 
minions : yet he continued firm and true to his engage 4 Pproe 
ments, and deaf t to all propoſals of a | ſeparate accom Kain! 
dat ion. | | \ Fre: 

h XXIV. The naval tant ions of Sreat-Britain were ned 
in the courſe of this year remarkably ſpirited. In the = 
M LOU 


Mediterrancan, Admiral Rowley had ſucceeded Matthes 


In 


GEORGE u. 


gaſtia, the capital of Corſica, were bombarded : ſeveral 


"hc baniſh ſhips were taken: but he could not prevent the 
0 bc arrival of their rich Havannah ſquadron at Corunna. 
i ommodore Barnet, in the Eaſt-Indies, made prize of 


Ereral French ſhips richly laden; and Commodore Town- 
end, in the latitude of Martinico, took about thirty mer- 
Whant ſhips belonging to the enemy, under convoy of four 
Whips of war, two of which were deſtroyed. The Engliſh 
| rivateers likewiſe met with uncommon ſucceſs. But the 
oſt important atchievement was the conqueſt of Louiſ- 
Nourg on the iſle of Cape-Breton, in North-America; a 
ace of great conſequence, which the French had for- 
| fed at a prodigious expenſe. The ſcheme of reducing 
Whis fortreſs was planned in Boſton, recommended by their 


cneral aſſembly, and approved by his Majeſty, who ſent 
GntruQions to ee Warren, ſtationed off the Lee- 


ard- Iſlands, to ſail for the northern parts of America, 
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Expedition. | A body of fix thouſand men was formed un- 
Wer the conduct of Mr. Pepperel, a trader of Piſcataquay, 
Poſe influence was extenſive in that country; though 
e was a man of little or no education, and utterly unac- 
Pane with military operations. In April Mr. Warren 
Wrrived at Canſo with ten ſhips of war; and the troops of 
New-England being embarked in 2 ports, ſailed im- 


Vichout oppoſition. The enemy abandoned their grand 
Wattery, which was detached from the town: and the im- 
Nediate ſeiſure of it contributed in a good meaſure to the 
Yucceſs of the enterpriſe. While the American troops, 
fe-enforced by eight hundred marines, carried on their 
: proaches by hes, the ſquadron blocked up the places by 
ea in ſuch a manner, that no ſuccours could be introduced. 
French ſhip of the line, with ſome ſmaller veſſels de- 
ined for the relief of the garriſon, were intercepted and 
ken by the Britiſh cruiſers ; and, indeed, the reduction 


of 


nd co-operate with the forces of New-England in this 


pcdiately for the Iſle of Cape-Breton, where they landed 


Louiſbourg was chiefly owing tothevigilanceandaQivity | 
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Bin the command: Savona, Genoa, Final, St. Remo, with c H A p. 
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of Mr. Warren, one of the braveſt and beſt officers in th 
ſervice of England. The operations of the ſiege wer ublicl 
wholly conducted by the engineers and officers who con. ? aviga 
manded the Britiſh marines; and the Americans beig nd Cz 
ignorant of war, were contented to act under their direc. Would 
tions. The town being conſiderably damaged by tight 
bombs and bullets of the beſiegers, and the garriſon d:iſſorrelp 
ſpairing of relief, the governor capitulated on the ſeven. ſ!ves : 
teenth day of June, when the city of Louiſbourg, and ie Hngrof 
| Iſle of Cape-Breton, were ſurrendered to his Britanniciicquire 
Majeſty. The garriſon and inhabitants engaged tha itain 
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they would not bear arms for twelve months againſt Great 
Britain or her allies; and being embarked in fourten 
cartel ſhips, were tranſported to Rochefort. In a few dajs 
after the ſurrender of Louiſbourg, two French Eaſt-Indu 
ſhips, and another from Peru, laden with treaſure, fail! 
into the harbour, on the ſuppoſition that it ſtill belonget 
to France, and were taken by the Engliſh ſquadron. 
XXV. The news of this conqueſt being tranſmittedto 
England, Mr. Pepperel was preferred to the dignity of 1 
baronet of Great-Britain, and congratulatory addreſſes were 
preſented to the King on the ſucceſs of his Majeſty's arms, 
The poſſeſſion of Cape-Breton was, doubtleſs, a valuable 
acquiſition to Great Britain. It not only diſtreſſed the 
French in their fiſhery and navigation, but removed al "82! 
fears of encroachment and rivalſhip from the Engliſh fiſk- n 
ers on the banks of Newfoundland. It freed New-England n Ar 
from the terrors of a dangerous neighbour : oyer-awed the clour 
Indians of that country; and ſecured the poſſeſſion les, 
Acadia to the crown of Great-Britain. The plan d henle 
this conqueſt was originally laid by Mr. Auchmuty es, 
judge- advocate of the court of Admiralty in New-En- lantat 
gland. He demonſtrated that the reduction of Cape- enter 
Breton would put the Engliſh in ſole poſſeſſion of the ſom tl 


fiſhery of North-America, which would annually retun antin 
to Great-Britain two millions ſterling for the manu. #8 
| factures yearly ſhipped to the plantations; employ man 15 

| 5 oo 772 [1 


thouſand 
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n the 
Wublick ; increaſe the ſhipping and mariners ; extend 


were 

con. Navigation; cut off all communication between France 

being Ind Canada by the river St. Laurence; ſo that Quebeck 

direc. Would fall of courſe into the hands of the Engliſh, who 
y the ſight expel the French entirely from America, open a 
1 de Norreſpondence with the remote Indians, and render them- 

even lyes maſters of the profitable fur-trade, which was now 

d the ngrofſed by the enemy. The natives of New-England 

nnict{cquired great glory from the ſucceſs of this enterpriſe. 


that 


Ire epmother to her own colonies, was now convinced of 


Heir importance; and treated thoſe as brethren whom ſhe 


tec 
daß ad too long conſidered as aliens and rivals. Circum- 
India anced as the nation is, the legiſlature cannot too 


ſailed 
one 
guſtrious people, animated with an active ſpirit of com- 
perce; inſpired with a noble zeal for liberty and inde- 
fendence. The trade of Great- Britain, clogged with 
feavy taxes and impoſitions, has for ſome time languiſhed 
n many valuable branches. The French have underſold 


ted to 
of 1 
S Were 


arms 
uable ur cloths, and ſpoiled our markets in the Levant. Spain 
d the no longer ſupplied as uſual with the commodities of 
ed al&ngland : the exports to Germany muſt be conſiderably 


1 fill 


gland ain and the houſe of Auſtria ; conſequently her greateſt 


ed the ¶eſource muſt be in her communication with her own co- 
on of nies, which conſume her manufactures, and make im- 
an of enſe returns in ſugar, rum, tobacco, fiſh, timber, naval 


bores, iron, furs, drugs, rice, and indigo. The ſouthern 


mut); 
En: lantations likewiſe produce ſilk; and with due encourage- 
Ce- ent might furniſh every thing that could be expected 


ſom the moſt fertile ſoil and the happieſt climate. The 
ontinent of North-America, if properly cultivated, will 
ove an inexhauſtible fund of wealth and ſtrength to 
e Beirain; and perhaps it may become the laſt aſylum 
Britiſh liberty, when the nation is enſlaved by do- 

meſtick 


| the 
etuln 
nanu- 
many 
uſand 


Britain, which had in ſome inſtances behaved like a 


Enderly cheriſh the intereſts of the Britiſh plantations - 
n America, They are inhabited by a brave, hardy, in- 


miniſhed by the miſunderſtanding between Great-Bri- 
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Fouſand families that were otherwiſe unſerviceable to the c H A p. 
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BOOK meſtick deſpotiſm or foreign dominion; when her f 
: 11. ſtance is waſted, her ſpirit broke, and the laws and q 
1745. ſtitution of England are no more: then thoſe colony 
5 ſent off by our fathers, may receive and entertain thy 

ſons as hapleſs exiles, and ruined refugees. 


$XXVI. While the continent of Europe and h 


iſles of America were thus expoſed to the ravages of other. 

and ſubjected to ſuch viciſſitudes of fortune, Great. Mere! 

tain underwent a dangerous convulſion in her thing 

bowels. The ſon of the Chevalier de St. George, fi nater 

with ambition, and animated with the hope of aſcendii chat 

the throne of his anceſtors, reſolved to make an effort rents 

that purpoſe, which, though it might not be crownWlhe pi 

with ſucceſs, ſhould at leaſt aſtoniſh all Chriſtendan ( tious! 

The Jacobites in England and Scotland had promilifWuppo 

that if he would land in Britain at the head of a reg oppor 

army, they would ſupply him with proviſions, carriage rita 

and horſes, and a great number of them declared ting 

1 would take up arms, and join his ſtandard : but they and, 

1 approved of his coming over without forces, as a dang lane 

Wi  _ Tous enterpriſe, that would in all probability end in iMinſur: 
I ruin of himſelf and all his adherents. This advice, {ſion 

| | 1004 cluding an exact detail of his father's intereſt, with tht begin 
15 diſpoſitions of his particular friends in every town anfheen 

„ county, was tranſmitted to London in January, in ordrop 

„ | to be forwarded to Prince Charles; but the perſon vier o. 

0 ij 1 whom it was entruſted could find no ſafe method of co hey 

1 veyance; fo that he ſent it back to Scotland, from where fur 

N it was diſpatched to France; but before it reached Pais; 

1 Charles had left that kingdom. Had the paper come body 

„ his hands in due time, perhaps he would not have con 

| * date in the undertaking, though he was ſtimulated 1 hre 

WEN | the attempt by many concurring motives. Certain it ent! 

Wl he was cajoled by the ſanguine miſrepreſentations of iſperſo 

1 few adventurers, who hoped to profit by the expedition bei 
„ They aſſured him that the whole nation was diſaffecteduſ bey 

WE. the reigning family: that the people could no longer band : 

1 the immenſe load of taxes, which was daily increaſing; 10 * 
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x * the moſt conſiderable perſons of the kingdom would C H A f. 


ler u 
ad gladly ſeiſe the firſt opportunity of crowding to his ſtan- VIII. 
plone dard. On the other hand, he knew the Britiſh govern- 0 — 


in tha ment had taken ſome effectual ſteps to alienate the friends 
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N feſſed. Some of them had accepted poſts and penſions: 
others were preferred in the army ; and the parliament 
Fwere ſo attached to the reigning family, that he had no- 


material ſuccour from the court of France : he foreſaw 
What delay would diminiſh the number of his adhe- 


Tous to his deſign. Without doubt, had he been properly 


ome upported, he could not have found a more moon 
regu ppportunity of exciting an inteſtine commotion in Grea 
rriage Britain: for Scotland was quite unfurniſhed with troops; 
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King George was in Germany ; the Duke of Cumber- 
Wand, at the head of the Britiſh army, was employed in 
Flanders, and great part of the Highlanders were keen for 


Wion ſtimulated by the ſuggeſtions of revenge. At the 
beginning of the war, a regiment of thoſe people had 
cen formed, and tranſported with the reſt of the Britiſh 


ey had been decoyed into the ſervice, by promiſes and 


his was really the caſe. They were overtaken by a 


n it ent in exile to the plantations. Thoſe who ſuffered were 
1s of erlons of ſome conſequence in their own country; and 
dit100-Wheir fate was deeply reſented by the clans to which 
edt bey belonged. It was conſidered as a national outrage 3 
er ea Wind the Highlanders, who are naturally vindictive, waited 
g5 an Fpaticutly for an opportunity of vengeance. 
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Jof his houſe from the principles they had hitherto pro- 


thing to hope from their deliberations. He expected no 


rents in Great-Britain; and therefore, reſolved to ſeiſe 
the preſent occafion, which in many reſpects was propi- | 


Inſurrection. Their natural principles were on this occa- 


troops to Flanders. Before they were embarked, a num- 
er of them deſerted with their arms, on pretence that 


Elurances that they ſhould never be ſent abroad; and 
Pody of horſe, perſuaded to ſubmit, brought back to Lon- 


Non pinioned like malefactors, and tried for deſertion. 
Wl hree were ſhot to death in terrorem ; and the reſt were 
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adventurers; and ſetting fail on the fourteenth of July, 


of war, mounted with ſixty-ſix guns, as his convoy; 
Their deſign was to fail round Ireland, and land in the 


culty reached the harbour of Breſt: but the Lion was 


great misfortune to the Adventurer, as by her being diſ- 


the Stuart family. Such a conqueſt, by giving luſtre to 
the Prince's arms, would have allured many to his ſtan- 
dard, who were indifferent in point of principle; and en- 


garriſon of this fortreſs. Prince Charles in the friga' 
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XXVII. The young Pretender being furniſhet £ 80 


with a ſum of money, and a ſupply of arms, on hi 
private credit, without the knowledge of the French 
ecurt, wrote letters to his friends in Scotland, explaining 
his deſign and ſituation, intimating the place where he 
intended to land, communicating a private ſignal, and 
aſſuring them he ſhould be with them by the middle of 
June. Theſe precautions being taken, he embarked on 
board of a ſmall frigate at Port St. Nazaire, accompanied 
by the Marquis of Tullibardine, Sir Thomas Sheridan, 
Sir John Macdonald, with a few other Iriſh and Scottiſh 


was joined off Belleifle by the Eliſabeth, a French by 


weſtern part of Scotland : but falling in with the Lion, 
an Engliſh chip of the line, a very obſtinate and 
bloody 4 N enſued. The Eliſabeth was ſo diſabled 


that ſhe could not proſecute the voyage, and with diff- 


ſhattered to ſuch a degree, that ſhe floated like a wreck mati 
upon the water. The diſaſter of the Eliſabeth was a H Whor 
their 
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abled he loſt a great quantity of arms, and about one 
hundred able officers, who were embarked on board of 
her for the benefit of his expedition. Had this ſhip ar- 
rived in Scotland, fhe eould eaſily have reduced Fort- 
William, fituated in the midſt of the clans attached to 


couraged a great number of Highlanders to join him, 
who were reſtricted by the apprehenſion, that their wives 
and families would be ſubje& to inſults from the Engliſh 


continued 


The Eliſaberh, a king s ſhip, was procured a as a convoy, by the intereſt o 
Mr. Walſh, an 1rith merchant at Nantes; and on board of her fifty Fen- 
young gentlemer embarked as volunteers, | 
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bheir miſtake. 
twelve hundred men, encamped in the neighbourhood of 


continued his courſe to the weſtern iſles of Scotland. 
After a voyage of eighteen days he landed on a little iſland 
between Barra and South Inſt, two of the Hebrides: 
then he re- embarked, and in a few days arrived at Bora- 
dale i in Arnſacy, on the confines of Lochnannach, where 
he was in a little time joined by a conſiderable number 
» hardy mountainers, under their reſpective chiefs or 
leaders. On the nineteenth day of Auguſt, the Marquis 
; of Tullibardine erected the Pretender's ſtandard at Glen- 
y Iinnan. Some of thoſe, however, on whom Charles 
4 principally depended, now ſtood aloof, either flutuating 
in their principles, aſtoniſhed at the boldneſs of the un- 
Jenaking, or ſtartled at the remonſtrances of their friends, 
ho did not fail to repreſent, in aggravated colours, all 
þ the danger of embarking in ſuch a deſperate enterpriſe. 
b Had the government acted with proper vigour when they 
received intelligence of his arrival, the Adventurer muſt 
ſhave been cruſhed in embrio, before any conſiderable num- 
x as of his adherents could have been brought together : 
N ut the lords of the regency ſeemed to flight the infor- 
mation, and even to ſuſpect the integrity of thoſe by 


whom it was conveyed. They were ſoon convinced of 
Prince Charles, having aſſembled about 


Fort-William; and immediately hoſtilities were com- 


Emenced. A handful of Keppoch's clan, commanded by 


* Donald Mac Donald, even before they joined the 
Fretender, attacked two companies of new-raiſed ſoldiers, 


bo, with their officer, were diſarmed after an obſtinate 


diſpute : another captain of the King's forces, falling in- 


: Motheir hands, was courteouſly diſmiſſed with one of the 
1 s maniteſtos, and a paſſport for his perſonal ſafe- 


The adminiſtration was now effeQually alarmed. 


Ir lords of the regency iſſued a proclamation, offering 


I n reward of thirty thouſand pounds to any perſon who 
g ſhould apprehend the Prince - Adventurer. The ſame 
price was ſet upon the head of the elector of Hanover, 
4 in a proclamation publiſhed by the Pretender. Ae oouriet 
$ 1. 2 


Was 
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chants of this metropolis reſolved to raiſe two regiment: 
at their own expenſe. 
trained-bands in readineſs ; to array the militia of Weſt⸗ 


ſome of them received commiſſions to levy regiments to- 
teers were incorporated in London, and many other 


raiſed in different towns, counties, and communities; 
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was diſpatched to Holland, to haſten the return of his Mz. 
jeſty, who arrived in England about the latter end of 
Auguſt. A requiſition was made of the fix thouſand 
Dutch auxiliaries ; and ſeveral Britiſh regiments were re- 
called from the Netherlands. A loyal addreſs was pre. 
ſented to the King by the city of London'; and the mer. 


Orders were iſſued to keep the 


miniſter ; and inſtructions to the ſame effect were ſent 
to all the lord-hieutenants of the counties through- 
out the kingdom. 'Fhe prineipal noblemen of the nation 
made a tender of their ſervices to their ſovereign ; and 


wards the ſuppreffion of the rebellion. Bodies of volun- 


places; aſſociations were formed, large contributions 


and a great number of eminent merchants in London 


agreed to ſupport the publick credit, by receiving, as uſual, WW ng 
Bank notes in payment, for the purpoſes of traffick. The IM ©** 
proteſtant clergy of all denominations exerted themſelves 1 
with extraordinary ardour, in preaching againſt the reli- | plac 
gion of Rome and the Pretender; and the friends of the * 
: government were encouraged, animated, and confirmed We dns 
in their principles, by ſeveral ſpiritual productions pub- 1 : 
| Hſhed for the occaſion. þ . 
SXXVIII. In a word, the bulk of the nation ſeemed [ on 
vnanimoufly bent upon oppoſing the enterpriſe of the WR K 
Pretender, who, nevertheleſs, had already made ſurpriſing k 40 


progreſs. His arrival in Scotland was no ſooner con- 15 | 
_ firmed, than Sir John Cope, who commanded the troop! Fx 
in that kingdom, aſſembled what force he could bring ber 
together, and advanced againſt the rebels. Underſtanding. WF the 
however, that they had taken poſſeſſion of a ſtrong pad, Ge 
he changed his route, and proceeded northwards as tar 5 _ 
_ Inverneſs, leaving the capital and the ſouthern parts o of 
Wanne wholly enpoſed to the incurſions of tie Wl ra 
encm} | 
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Ma. 
d of 
ſand 
e re- 
pre- 
wh I who aſſumed the title of Duke of Perth, the Viſ- 
he b count Strathallan, Lord Nairn, Lord George Murray, 
Veſt. 9 and many perſons of diſtinction, with their followers. 
* x The Marquis of Tullibardine, who had accompanied him 


1 where the Chavalier de St. George was praclaimed king 
of Great-Britain, and the publick money ſeiſed for his 
uſe e the ſame ſteps were taken at Dundee, and other 


oy 10 the titles and eſtate which his younger brother enjoyed 
aud 5 in conſequence of his attainder; and met with ſome ſuc- 

s to. ceſs in arming the tenants for the ſapport of that cauſe 

olun- which he avowed. The rebel army being confiderably 


9 4 | augmented, though very ill provided with arms, croſſed 


the Forth in the neighbourhood of Stirling, and advanced 


18 1 towards Edinburgh, where they were joined by Lord El- 
don cho, ſon of the Earl of Wemys, and other perſons of 
\ſual, © ſome diſtinction. On the fixteenth day of September, 


The | Charles ſummoned the town to ſurrender. The inhabi- 


elves 
_ | place was not in a poſture of defence, and the magiſtrates 


#-the would not expoſe the people to the uncertain iſſue of an 


rmed 

vob | the Pretender, in order to negociate terms of capitulation. 
In the mean time, one of the gates being opened for 

DD the admiſſion of a coach, Cameron of Lochiel, one of 


| the the moſt powerful of the highland chiefs, ruſhed i into the 
ne 
_ | poſition. Next morning the whole rebel army entered, 


oo i and their prince took poſſeſſion of the royal palace of | 
bring | Holyrood- houſe, in the ſuburbs. Then he cauſed his 


© father to be proclaimed at the market-croſs : there alſo 
the manifeſto was read, in which the Chevalier de St. 
Gcorge declared his ſon Charles regent of his dominions, 
promiſed to diſſolve the Union, and redreſs the grievances 
ef Scotland. His being in poſſeſſion of the capital encou- 


dings 
| pals, 
far 35 
its of 
of the 


"I but 


places. Prince Charles was joined by the nobleman 


; from France, took poſſeſſion of Athol, as heir of blood 


tants were divided by faction, and diſtracted by fear: the 


| aſault. Several deputations were ſent from the town to 


place with a party of his men, and ſecured it without 


KE his followers, and added reputation to his arms : 
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5 enemy. The Highlanders forthwith marched to Perth, c H a p. 
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dom had been previouſly conveyed into the caſtle, x 


ſtrong fortreſs, with a good garriſon, under the command 


of General Gueſt, an old officer of experience and caps. 


| City. | f 


XXIX. During theſe tranſactions, Sir John Cope 
marched back from Inverneſs to Aberdeen, where he em- 


barked with his troops, and on the ſeventeenth day of 
September landed at Dunbar, about twenty miles to the 
_ eaſtward of Edinburgh. Here he was joined by two regi- 
ments of dragoons, which had retired with precipitation 
from the capital at the approach of the Highland army. 
With this re-enforcement, his troops «amounted to 


near three thouſand men; and he began his march to 
Edinburgh, in order to give battle to the enemy. On 


the twentieth day of the month, he encamped in the 


neighbourhood of Prefton-pans, having the village ot 
Tranent in his front, and the fea in his rear. Early next 


morning he was attacked by the young Pretender, at the 


head of ahout two thouſand. four hundred Highlanders 


half- armed, who charged him fword in hand with ſuch 


impetuoſity, that in leſs than ten minutes after the battle 


began the King's troops were broken and totally routed. 
The dragoons fled in the utmoſt confuſion at the firſt 
onſet : the general officers having made ſome unſucceſsful 


efforts to rally them, thought proper to conſult their own 
ſafety by an expeditious retreat towards Coldſtream on the 


Tweed. All the infantry were either killed or taken; 


and the colours, artillery, tents, baggage, and military 
cheſt, fell into the hands of the victor, who returned 


in triumph to Edinburgh. Never was victory more com- 


plete, or obtained at a ſmaller expenſe; for not above 
fifty of the rebels loſt their lives in the engagement. 
Five hundred of the King's troops were killed on the 
field of battle; and among theſe Colonel Gardiner, a 
gallant officer, who diſdained to fave his life at the ex- 
penſe of his honour. When abandoned by his own te. 


giment of dragoons, he alighted from his horſe, joined 
| N b 
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Che infantry, and fought on foot, until he fell covered c H a p. 
with wounds, in fight of his own threſhold. Prince 
Charles bore his good fortune with moderation. He pro- 


hibited all rejoicings for the victory he had obtained: 
the wounded ſoldiers were treated with humanity; and 
the officers were ſent into Fife and Angus, where they 
vere left at liberty on their parole, which the greater 
part of them ſhamefully broke in the ſequel. From this 
victory the Pretender reaped manifold and important ad- 
Evantages, His followers were armed, his party encou- 
raged, and his enemies intimidated. He was ſupplied 
with a train of field-artillery, and a confiderable ſum of 
money, and ſaw himſelf poſſeſſed of all Scotland, except 
the fortreſſes, the reduction of which he could not pre- 
tend to undertake without proper implements and engi- 
neers. After the battle he was joined by a ſmall detach- 
ment from the Highlands; and ſome chiefs, who had hi- 
therto been on the reſerve, began to exert their influence 
in his favour. But he was not yet in a condition to take 
advantage of that conſternation which his late ſucceſs 
had diffuſed through the kingdom of England. 

XXX. Charles continued to reſide in the palace of 
[ Holyrood-houſe® : and took meaſures for cutting off 
: the communication between the caſtle and the city. Ge- 
neral Gueſt declared that he would demoliſh the city, 


= 


8 

8 

82 
„ 


: unleſs the blockade ſhould be raiſed, fo as that proviſion 


| might be carried into the caſtle. After having waited 
the return of an expreſs which he had found means to 
| diſpatch to court, he began to put his threats in execu- 


* 
* 
* 
A 


1 
* 


* 


down, and ſeveral perſons killed even at the market-croſs. 
CD - The 


& * While he reſided at Edinburgh, ſome of the preſbyterian clergy contĩ - 


5 
* 
75 


B 


q King George, without ſuffering the leaſt puniſhment or moleſtation, One 


I Highlanders to pray for their princz, promiſed to comply with their re- 
© . « " . 

. che young prinee, who is come hither in queſt of an earthly crown, 
= at, O Lord, that he may ſpeedily receive a crown of glory,” 


Of ̃ to POOP een eating on re mere een 


uon, by firing upon the town. Some houſes were beaten 


© Pued to preach in the churches of that city, and publickly prayed for 
| Piniſter in particular, of the name of Mac Vicar, being ſolicited by ſome 


= 4ueſt, and performed his promiſe in words to this effect: © And as for 
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BOOK The citizens, alarmed at this diſaſter, ſent a deputation 


II. 


2 
1745. 


tion to the ſucceſs of his arms. 


hundred and three. 


to the prince, entreating him to raiſe the blockade; and 
he complied with their requeſt. He levied a regiment in 
Edinburgh and the neighbourhood. He impoſed taxes; 
ſeiſed the merchandiſe that was depoſited in the King“ 
warehouſes at Leith, and other places; and compelled 
the city of Glaſgow to accommodate him with a large 
ſum, to be repaid when the peace of the kingdom ſhould 
be re-eſtabliſhed. 'The number of his followers daily 
increaſed : and he received conſiderable ſupplies of money, 
artillery, and ammunition, by fingle ſhips that arrived 
from France, where his intereſt ſeemed to riſe in propor- 
The greater and richer 
part of Scotland was averſe to his family and preten- 
ſions : but the people were unarmed and undiſciplined, 
conſequently paſſive under his dominion. By this time, 


however, the Prince-Pretender was joined by the Earl of 
Kilmarnock, the Lords Elcho, Balmerino, Ogilvy, Pit- 


ſligo; and the eldeſt ſon of Lord Lovat had begun to 
aſſemble his father's clan, in order to re-enforce the vic- 


tor, whoſe army lay encamped at Duddingſton, in the 


neighbourhood of Edinburgh. Kilmarnock and Balme- 
rino were men of broken and deſperate fartune : Elcho 


and Ogilvy were ſons to the Earls of Wemys and Airly; 


lo that their influence was far from being extenſive. 
Pitflizo was a nobleman of a very amiable character, as 
well as of great perſonal intereſt ; and great dependence 
was placed upon the power and attachment of Lord Lo- 


vat, who had entered into private engagements with the 


Chevalier de St. George, though he ſtill wore the mak 
of loyalty to the government, and diſavowed the conduct 
of his ſon when he declared for the Pretender. This old 


nobleman is the ſame Simon Fraſer whom we have had 
occaſion to mention as a partiſan and emiſſary of the 


court of St. Germain's, in the year one thouſand ſeven 
He had renounced his connexion 
with that family; and, in the rebellion immediately after 


the acceſſion of King George I. approved himſelf a warm 


friend 
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end to the proteſtant ſucceſſion. Since that period he © H A p. 


Ja been induced, by diſguſt and ambition, to change his VII. 


and 


it in Finciples again, and was in ſecret an enthuſiaſt in ja- 1745. 

ves; Pbitiſm. He had greatly augmented his eſtate, and ob- 

ng's ined a conſiderable intereſt in the Highlands, where, 

elled Þwever, he was rather dreaded than beloved. He was | 

arge Whld, enterpriſing, vain, arbitrary, rapacious, cruel, and | 

ould &ccitful : : but his charaQter was chiefly marked by a | 

ai) {hccies of low cunning and diſſimulation, which, how- | 

ney, as overſnot his purpoſe, and contributed to his own 

ived hin. While Charles reſided at Edinburgh, the Mar- 

por- bis ** Guilles arrived at Montroſe, as envoy from the i 
cher Wrench King, with ſeveral officers, ſome cannon, and [| 
ten- conſiderable quantity of {mall arms for the uſe of that 7 | 


ned, Nrenturer f. 

ime, N XXXI. While the young eee endeavoured | 
rl of Wb improve the advantages he had gained, the miniſtry 
Pit- WW Great-Britain took every poſhible meaſure to retard his | | 
n to {ogreſs, Several powerful chiefs in the Highlands were | 
vie- tached to the government, and exerted themſelves in its | 


| the Nefence. The Duke of Argyle began to arm his vaſſals ; 
lIme- Nit, not before he had obtained the ſanction of the . 
cho ſlature. Twelve hundred men were raiſed by the | 


lar] of Sutherland: the Lord Rae brought a conſider- | | 
ble number to the field: the Grants and Monroes | {| 


ly; 


ſive. 


„ 43 {Whpeared under their reſpective leaders for the ſervice 
ence his Majeſty: Sir Alexander Macdonald declared 
Lo- r King George, and the Laird of Macleod ſent two 
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houſand hardy iſlanders from Skie, to ſtrengthen the 
ime intereſt, Theſe gentlemen, though ſuppoſed to 
e otherwiſe affected, were governed and directed by 
he advice of Duncan Forbes, preſident of the College of 
uſtice at Edinburgh; z a man of extenſive knowledge, 
greeable manners, and unblemiſhed integrity. He 
focured | commiſſions for raiſing twenty independent 
companies, 


F He follicited, and is ſaid to have obtained of the Chevalier de St, 


Forge, the patent of a duke, and a commiſſion for being lord-Jieutenant 
Lall the Highlands, | 
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B O © k companies, and ſome of theſe he beſtowed upon indi. 
u. duals who were either attached by principle, or engage 
wh 1 by promiſe, to the Pretender. He acted with indefatig 
8 ble zeal for the intereſt of the reigning family; and gre 
ly injured an opulent fortune in their ſervice. He cent « 

firmed ſeveral chiefs who began to waver in their princi. 

ples: ſome he actually converted by the energy of tients 1 
arguments, and brought over to the aſſiſtance of the gi 
vernment, which they had determined to oppoſe : other 

he perſuaded to remain quiet, without taking any ſhar 

in the preſent troubles. Certain it is, this gentleman, 

by his induſtry and addreſs, - prevented the inſurrectiond 

ten thouſand Highlanders, who would otherwiſe hare 

joined the Pretender; and, therefore, he may be ſaid u 

Have been one great cauſe of that Adventurer's miſcarriage, 

The Earl of Loudon repaired to Inverneſs, where he 
completed his regiment of Highlanders; directed th: 
conduct of the clans who had taken arms in behalf d 

his Majeſty ; and, by his vigilance, overawed the dia 

fected chieftains of that country, who had not yet oper- 

ly engaged in the rebellion. Immediately after the defeat 

of Cope, ſix thouſand Dutch troops+ arrived in England 

and three battalions of guards, with ſeven regiments of 


Ferciſe 
ſe up 
| dverm 


15 infantry, were recalled from Flanders, for the defence derm 
1636 the kingdom. They forthwith began their march to the anti. 
qi 4 North, under the command of General Wade, who treat- 
1 ceived orders to aſſemble an army, which proceeded i the! 
Wi Newcaſtle. The parliament meeting on the fixteenth day is pr 
164 of October, his Majeſty gave them to underſtand, that ſcrols 
0-1 an unnatural rebellion had broke out in Scotland, towards ere c 
165 the ſuppreſſion of which he craved their advice and al- here 
Wk ſiſtance. He found both Houſes cordial in their addreſſes, Wd | 
1 00 and zealous in their attachment to his perſon and govern- ſcan 
1 ment. The Commons forthwith ſuſpended the Habeas BWP) in 
WA e r Corpus ſonic 
; Bil l + They were compoſed of the forces who had been in garriſon at ppoſſ 
bl. i 1 Tournay and Dendermonde when thoſe places were taken, and engaged Ince 
ul e | dy capitulation, that they ſhould not perform any military function befor ould 
wi * the firſt day of January in the year 1747; ſo they could not have aces 
„ in England without the infringement of a ſolemn treaty. | 
„ 


i oe K G tt 


ndip. =o is act; and ſeveral perſons were apprehended on 
gagel Wſpicion of treaſonable practices. Immediately after the 
atig WY & ion was opened the Duke of Cumberland arrived from 


ge Netherlands, and was followed by another detach- 
gent of dragoons and infantry. The trained-bands of 
london were reviewed by his Majeſty : the county regi- 
gents were completed: the volunteers, in different parts 
the kingdom, employed themſelves induſtriouſly in the 
Kerciſe of arms; and the whole Engliſh nation ſeemed to 
iſe up as one man againſt this formidable invader. The 
prernment being apprehenſive of a deſcent from France, 
pointed Admiral Vernon to command a ſquadron in 
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haue Downs, to obſerve the motions of the enemy by ſea, 
aid tofRWpecially in the harbours of Dunkirk and Boulogn ; and 
rriage, iſs cruiſers took ſeveral ſhips laden with ſoldiers, officers, 
ere he Wd ammunition, deſtined for the ſervice of the Pretender 
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þ Scotland. 

XXXII. This enterpriſing youth, having colleQed 
out five thouſand men, reſolved to make an irruption 
ito England, which he accordingly entered by the weſt 
order on the fixth day of November. Carliſle was in- 
ſed, and in leſs than three days ſurrendered : the keys 


dermen on their knees. Here he found a conſiderable 
antity of arms: his father was proclaimed king of 
reat-Britain, and himſelf regent} by the magiſtrates 


th day W's progreſs, decamped from Newcaſtle, and advanced 
„ that Aeroſs the country as far as Hexham, though the fields 
wards ere covered with ſnow, and the roads almoſt impaſſable. 
nd a, here he received intelligence that Carliſle was reduced, 


nd forthwith returned to his former ſtation, In the 
pcan time, orders were iſſued for aſſembling another ar- 
in Staffordſhire, under the command of Sir John Li- 


reſſes 
pvern- 
[abeas 


,orpvs Honier. Prince Charles, notwithſtanding this formidable 
my ppoſition, determined to proceed. He had received aſſu - 
eng 

n befor ces from France, that a confiderable body of troops 


ve added 
" a diver- 


ere delivered to him at Brampton, by the mayor and 


their formalities. General Wade being appriſed of 


ould be landed on the ſouthern coaſt of Britain, to make 
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BOOK a diverſion in his favour; and he never doubted but thy 
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rejoicings. His ſuppoſed intention was to proſecute h 


Duke of Cumberland had ed the command of thi 
He had marched from Stafford to Stone; ſo that the rt 


bels, in turning off by Aſhborne to Derby, had gained: 


| uſed, he might have made himſelf maſter of the metro 


mies, each greatly ſuperior to his own in number an 
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he ſhould be joined by all the Engliſh malcontent;, , 
ſoon as he could penetrate into the heatt of the kingdom 
Leaving a ſmall garriſon in. the caſtle of Carliſle, hea 
vanced to Penrith, marching on foot in the Highlani 
garb, at the head of his forces; and continued his rout 
through Lancaſter and Preſton to Mancheſter, where, o 
the twenty-ninth day of the month, he eſtabliſhed h 
head-quarters. There he was joined by about two hu 
dred Engliſhmen, who were formed into 2 regiment, u 
der the command of Colonel Townley. The inhabitant 
ſeemed to receive him with marks of affection; andh 
arrival was celebrated by illuminations, and other public 


march by the way of Chefter into Wales, where he hopd 
to find a great number of adherents : but all the bridge 
over the river Merſey being broken down, he choſe th 
route to Stockport, and forded the river at the head d 
his divihon, though the water roſe to his middle. It 
paſſed through Macclesfield and Congleton; and on th 
fourth day of December entered the town of Derby, | 
which his army was quartered, and his father proclaims 
with great formalſty. He had now advanced within on 
hundred miles of the capital, which was filled with te! 
rour and confuſion. Wade lingered in Yorkſhire : thi 


other army aſſembled in the neighbourhood of Lichfild 


march between ki and London, Had Charles proceede 
in his career with that expedition which he had hither 


polis, where he would have been certainly joined b)! 
conſiderable number of his well-wiſhers, who waited 
patiently for his approach: yet this exploit could n 
have been atchieved without hazarding an engagement 
and running the riſque of being encloſed within three 4 


artillery 
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Filery. Orders were given for forming a camp on 
chley- common, where the King reſolved to take the 
Id in perſon, accompanied by the Earl of Stair, fietd- 
Kreſchal and commander in chief of the forces in South- 
Iitain. Some Romiſh prieſts were apprehended : the 
litia of London and Middleſex were kept in readineſs 
march: double watches were poſted at the city-gates, 
d ſignals of alarm appointed. The volunteers of the 
were incorporated into a regiment : the practitioners 
the law, headed by the judges, the weavers of Spital- 
ds, and other communities, engaged in aſſociations; 
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ent, Notwithſtanding theſe precautions and appear- 


ole concerned in the money-corporations, were over- 
helmed with fear and dejection. They repoſed very 
tle confidence in the courage or diſcipline of their mi- 
ia and volunteers: they had received intelligence that 


Junkirk and Calais for a deſcent upon England: they 
eaded an inſurrection of the Roman Catholics, and 
her friends of the houſe of Stuart; and they reflected 
at the Highlanders, of whom by this time they had 
ceived a moſt terrible idea, were within four days 
arch of the capital. Alarmed by theſe confiderations, 


of thi | y 1 
ela) prognoſticated their own ruin in the approaching 
the ref Oution ; and their countenances exhibited the plaineſt 


ks of horrour and deſpair. On the other hand, the 
Kobites were elevated to an inſolence of hope, which 
ey were at no pains to conceal; while many people, 
to had no private property to loſe, and thought no 
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ils with the moſt calm indifference. 

XXXIII. This ſtate of ſuſpenſe was of ſhort dura- 

Pn. The young Pretender found himſelf miſerably diſ- 

pointed in his expectations. He had now advanced in- 

the middle of the kingdom, and except a few that 
e joined 


des of unanimity, the trading part of the city, and 


hange would be for the worſe, waited the iſſue of this 
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d even the managers of the theatres offered to raiſe a 
dy of their dependents for the ſervice of the govern- 


je French were employed in making preparations at 
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BOOK joined him at Mancheſter, not a ſoul appeared in his de. 
* I. ; half : one would have imagined that all. the Jacobites 
1745, England had been annihilated. 'The Welch took no ſte 
to excite an inſurrection in his favour : the French mad 

no attempt towards an invaſion ; his court was divide 

into factions: the Highland chiefs began to murmur, ant 

their clans to be unruly : he ſaw himſelf with a handfy 

of men hemmed in between two conſiderable armies, i 

the middle of winter, and in a country diſaffected to hi 

| cauſe. He knew he could not proceed to the metrope 

lis without hazarding a battle, and that a defeat woult 

be attended with the inevitable deſtruction of himſelf and 

all his adherents; and he had received information that 

his friends and officers had aſſembled a body of forces in 

the North, ſuperior in number to thoſe by whom he wa 
attended. He called a council at Derby: and propoſet 

to advance towards London : the propoſal was ſupported 

by Lord Nairn with great vehemence : but, after violent 
diſputes, the majority determined that they ſhould re- 

\ treat to Scotland with all poſſible expedition. Accord- 
| ingly, they abandoned Derby on the fixth day of Decem- 
ber, early in the morning, and meaſured back the route 

by which they had advanced. On the ninth their van- 

guard arrived at Mancheſter: on the twelfth they entered 
Preſton, and continued their march northwards. The 
Duke of Cumberland, who was encamped at Meriden, 

when firſt appriſed of their retreat, detached the horſe 

and dragoons in purſuit of them; while General Wade 

began his march from Ferrybridge into Lancaſhire, with 

a view of intercepting them in their route : but at Wake- 

field he underſtood that they had already reached Wigan: 

he, therefore, repaired to his old poſt at Newcaſtle, after 

having detached General Oglethorpe, with his horſe and 
dragoons, to join thoſe who had been ſent off from the 
Duke's army. They purſued with ſuch alacrity, that 

they overtook the rear of the rebels, with which the) 

| ſkirmiſhed, in Lancaſhire. The militia of Cumberland 

and Weſtmorland were raiſed and armed by the oy 

33 . 5 N 
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Token down, the roads damaged, and the beacons lighted 
alarm the country. Nevertheleſs, they retreated re- 
larly with their ſmall tram of artillery. . They were 
rertaken at the village of Clifton, in the neighbourhood 
penrith, by two regiments of dragoons. Theſe alighted, 
dlined the hedges, in order to harraſs part of the 
emy's rear- guard, commanded by Lord John Murray; 
tho, at the head of the Macpherſons, attacked the 
agoons ſword in hand, and repulſed them with ſome loſs. 


ached Carliſle, where the majority of the Engliſh in 
e ſervice of the Pretender were left, at their own de- 
re, Charles, having re-enforced the garriſon of the 
lace, croſſed the rivers Eden and Solway into Scotland, 
aving thus accompliſhedone of the moſt ſurpriſing retreats 
at ever was performed. But the moſt remarkable cir- 
mſtance of this expedition, was the moderation and 
gularity with which thoſe ferocious people conducted 
emſelves in a country abounding with plunder. No 


ere effectually reſtrained from the exerciſe of rapine. 


which they muſt have been expoſed, they left behind 
o ſick, and loſt a very few ſtragglers; but retired with 


heir enemy. The Duke of Cumberland inveſted Car- 


ember, and on the thirtieth the garriſon ſurrendered on 
ort of capitulation made with the Duke of Richmond. 
[he priſoners, amounting to about four hundred, were 
priſoned in different gaols in England, and the Duke 
turned to London. 


ere contributions, on account of its attachment to the 
wernment, for whoſe ſervice it had raiſed a regiment 


| nine hundred men, under the command of the Earl of 
Home. 


In the nineteenth day of the month, the Highland army 


lence was offered; no outrage committed; and they 


otwithſtanding the exceſſive cold, the hunger, and fatigue 


liberation, and carried off their cannon in the face of 


le with his whole army on the twenty-firſt day of De- 


XXXIV. The Pretender proceeded by the way of 
umfries to Glaſgow, from which laſt city he exacted 


> 


er, to harraſs them in their march. The bridges were C H a Þ 


VIII. 
— 
1745. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
— 
| 


160 


HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 


Book Home. Having continued ſeveral days at Glaſgow, had for 


II, 
—— — 
1745. 


advanced towards Stirling, and was joined by m Havley 
forces which had been aſſembled in his abſence by Loi uch v 
Lewis Gordon and John Drummond, brothers to the enen 
Dukes of Gordon and Perth. This laſt nobleman Had rece 


arrived from France in November, with a ſmall re. hey du! 
forcement of French and Iriſh, and a commiſſion as eiving 


neral of theſe auxiliaries. He fixed his head- quarter Ward of 
Perth, where he was re-enforced by the Earl of C rive th 


martie, and other clans, to the number of two thouſand, and 


and he was accommodated with a ſmall train of artille anders 
They had found means to ſurpriſe a ſloop of war at MnyWlailant 
troſe, with the guns of which they fortified that harbouMWith' pr 
They had received a confiderable ſum of money from Spanrhich 1 
They took poſſeflion of Dundee, Dumblaine, Do eating 

caſtle, and laid Fife under contribution. The Ear Wonder, 


Loudon remained at Inverneſs, with about two thouſaWragoon: 


Highlanders in the ſervice of his Majeſty. He convoriſhart of 


proviſions to Fort-Auguſtus and Fort-William : he len th 


cured the perſon of Lord Lovat, who ſtill tempore reſery 
and at length this cunning veteran accompliſhed his ec ond, 2 
The Laird of Macleod, and Mr. Monro of Culcaim ameror 
being detached from Inverneſs towards Aberdeenſhirbliged | 
were ſurpriſed and routed by Lord Lewis Gordon at [nviſWhey agai 
rary; and that intereſt ſeemed to preponderate in re to t 
north of Scotland. Prince Charles being joined by LeWaggage 


John Drummond, inveſted the caſtle of Stirling, Meld of | 


which General Blakeney commanded : but, his peo eat par 
were ſo little uſed to enterpriſes of this kind, that tiqÞrned th 
made very little progreſs in their operations. all p 

$ XXXV. By this time, a conſiderable body of foroWcaped, 


wa>aſſembled at Edinburgh, under the conduct of endele) 
neral Hawley, who determined to relieve Stirling-calnt ſtan 
and advanced to Linlithgow on the thirteenth day of kik, 
nuary: next day his whole army rendezvouſed at Fallin rgh, le 


while the rebels were cantoned about Bannockburn. ts anc 
the ſeventeenth day of the month, they began te not e 


march in two columns to attack the King's forces, ® Lolo 
e ha OL, 
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had forded the water of Carven, within three miles of CHAP. 


Hawley's camp, before he diſcovered their intention. VIII. 
Such was his obſtinacy, ſelf conceit, or contempt of 55745. 


the enemy, that he lighted the repeated intelligence he 
had received of their motions and deſign, firmly believing 
they durſt not hazard an engagement. At length, per- 
eiving they had occupied the riſing ground to the ſouth- 
ad of Falkirk, he ordered his cavalry to advance, and 
MWrive them from the eminence ; while his infantry form- 
d, and were drawn up in order of battle. "The High- 
anders kept up their fire, and took aim ſo well, that the 
aſailants were broke by the firſt volley: they retreated 
vith' precipitation, and fell in amongſt the infantry, | 
rhich were likewiſe diſcompoſed by the wind and rain ' | 
eating with great violence in their faces, wetting their _ 
onder, and diſturbing their eye-ſight. Some of the | 
Iragoons rallied, and advanced again to the charge, with | 
art of the infantry which had not been engaged: 0 
hen the Pretender marched up at the head of his corps 
e reſerve, conſiſting of the regiment of Lord John Drum- 
nond, and the Iriſh piquets. Theſe, re-enforcing the 
amerons and the Stuarts in the front line, immediately | 
hic bliged the dragoons to give way a ſecond time; and | 
Im hey again diſordered the foot in their retreat. They ſet 
n thhWre to their camp, and abandoned Falkirk with their | 
aggage and train, which laſt had never reached the 
eld of battle. The rebels followed their firſt blow, and 
eat part of the royal army, after one irregular diſcharge, 
Wrned their backs, and fled in the utmoſt conſternation. 
all probability few or none of them would have 
ſcaped, had not General Huſke, and Brigadier Chol- 
londeley, rallied part of ſome regiments, and made a gal- 
calleWnt ſtand, which favoured the retreat of the reſt to 
of þ alkirk, from whence they retired in confuſion to Edin- 
rgh, leaving the field of battle, with part of their 
Vs and artillery, to the rebels: but their Joſs of men 
the l not exceed three hundred, including Sir Robert Mon- 
;, M Colonel Whitney, and ſome other officers of di- 
Vor. III. | N 8 ſtinction. 
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put himſelf at the head of the troops in Edinburgh, cor 
ſiſting of fourteen battalions of infantry, two regiment 


people in that kingdom: he, therefore, began to prepar 
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ſtinction. It was at this period, that the officers wi eyleſhi 
had been taken at the battle of Preſton-pans, and cou the lat 
veyed to Angus and Fife, finding themſelves unguardei march 
broke their parole, and returned to Edinburgh, on pte the Ge 
tence of their having been forcibly releaſed * the inhah terpriſe 
tants of thoſe part cx. | Their 
$ XXXVI. General Hawley, who had boaſtcd that | forces, 
with two regiments of dragoons, he would drive the reh He hop 
army from one end of the kingdom to the other, incurrg 
abundance of cenſure for the diſpoſition he made, as well x 
for his conduct before and after the action: but he found 
means to vindicate himſelf to the ſatisfaction of his ſors 
reign. Nevertheleſs, it was judged neceſſary that the 
army in Scotland ſhould be commanded by a general i 
whom the ſoldiers might have ſome confidence ; and th 
Duke of Cumberland was choſen for this purpoſe. Or: 
and above his being beloved by the army, it was ſuggeſted 
that the appearance of a prince of the blood in Scot 
land might have a favourable effect upon the minds d 
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for his northern expedition. Mean while, the Frenci $ XX 
miniſter at the Hague having repreſented to the State freſning 
General, that the auxiliaries which they had ſent ini the rebe 
Great-Britain were part of the garriſons of Tourna and abo! 
and Dendermonde, and reſtricted by the capitulation fon were eit! 
bearing arms againſt France for a certain term, t that mil 
States thought proper to recall them, rather than come t Lord Ge 
an open rupture with his Moſt Chriſtian Majeſty. Mas def 
the room of thoſe troops fix thouſand Heſſians were trani BHcflians 
ported from Flanders to Leith, where they arrived in th (retire, 
beginning of February, under the command of thei laſſemble 
prince, Frederick of Heſſe, ſon-in-law to his Brita attack t 
nick majeſty. By this time the Duke of Cumberland hu. 8 


their fa 
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of dragoons, and twelve hundred Highlanders from At 
|  gyleſhity 


Sir Peter Halket, Captain Lucy Scott, Lieutenants Farquharſon zl 
Cumming, with a few other gentlemen, adhered punctually to their pat 
and their conduct was approved by his Majeſty, | 


GEQOROE HM. 


le ſiege of Stirling- caſtle, not only abandoned that en- 
eerpriſe, but croſſed the river Forth with precipitation. 


Their prince found great difficulty in maintaining his 
forces, that part of the country being quite exhauſted. 
He hoped to be re-enforced in the Highlands, and to re- 
| ceive ſupplies of all kinds from France and Spain: he, 
| therefore, retired by Badenoch towards Inverneſs, which 
the Earl of Loudon abandoned at his approach. The fort 


vas ſurrendered to him almoſt without oppoſition, and 


here he fixed his head quarters. His next exploit was the 
| fiege of Fort-Auguſtus, which he in a little time reduced. 
The Duke of Cumberland having ſecured the important 
| poſts of Stirling and Perth, with the Heſſian battalions, 
advanced with the army to Aberdeen, where he was 


joined by the Duke of Gordon, the Earls of Aberdeen 


and Findlater, the Laird of Grant, and other perſons of 
aden. N 


I XXXVII. While he remained in this place, re- 


freſhing his troops, and preparing magazines, a party of 


the rebels ſurpriſed a detachment of Kingſton's horſe, 
and about ſeventy Argyleſhire Highlanders, at Keith, who 
vere either killed or taken. Several advanced parties of 
that militia met with the ſame fate in different places. 
Lord George Murray inveſted the caſtle of Blair, which 
vas defended by Sir Andrew Agnew, until a body of 
Wicfians marched to its relief, and obliged the rebels to 
retire, The Prince-Pretender ordered all his forces to 
laſſemble, in order to begin their march for Aberdeen, to 
gattack the Duke of Cumberland: but, in conſequence of 

© remonſtrance from the clans, who declined leaving 

thcir families at the mercy of the King's garriſon in Fort- 


liam, he reſolved previouſly to reduce that fortreſs, 


ſhe fiege of which was undertaken by Brigadier Stapleton, 
En engineer in the French ſervice : but the place was 


o vigorouſly maintained by Captain Scot, that in the 
4 | M 2 beginning 
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8 eyleſhire, under the command of Colonel Campbell. On o HA p. 
che laſt day of January, his royal higneſs began his 
march to Linlithgow; and the enemy, who had renewed 
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BOOK beginning of April they thought proper to relinquiſh the 
. enterpriſe. The Earl of Loudon had retired into Suther. 
1746, land, and taken poſt at Dornoch, where his quarter, 

| were beat up by a ſtrong detachment of the rebels, con. . The 
manded by the Duke of Perth: a major and fixty men Duke 
were taken priſoners ; and the Earl was obliged to tale WW wards 
| ſhelter in the Iſle of Skye. Theſe little checks were : tender 
counter- balanced by ſome advantages which his Majeſty"; We § V. 
arms obtained. The ſloop of war which the rebels had bels. 
ſurpriſed at Montroſe was re-taken in Sutherland, with are be 
a conſiderable ſum of money, and a great quantity of alarme, 
arms on board, which ſhe had brought from France for Wt VIII 
the uſe of the Pretender. In the ſame county, the Earl of WW Haina. 
Cromartie fell into an ambuſcade, and was taken by the L and de) 
militia of Sutherland, who likewiſe defeated a body of WW and Sp 
the rebels at Goldſpie. This action happened on thc Milare 
very day which has been rendered famous by he victory | terwar 
obtained at n., 5 2 $7/7/2 
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C H A Þ. IX. 


Þ The rebels are e totally defeated at Culloden: & II. The 
Duke of Cumberland takes poſſeſſion of Inverneſs, and after- 
7 125 encamps at Fort-Auguſtus. & III. The Prince-Pre- 
8 tender eſcapes to France. IV. Convulſion i in the miniſtry. 
SV. Liberality of the Commons. g VI. Trial of the re- 
bels. Kilmarnock, Balmerino, Lovat, and Mr. Ratcliff, 


2 alarmed at the progreſs of the French in the Netherlands. 
VIII. Count Saxe ſubdues all Flanders, Brabant, and 


! and defeats the allied army at Roucoux. & X. The French 
and Spaniards are compelled to abandon Piedmont and the 
8 Milareſe. & XI. Don Philip is worſted at Codogno, and af- 
8 terwards at Porto Freddo. & XII. The Auſtrians take 
$7101; en of Genoa. Count Brown penetrates into Provence. 
XIII. The Geneeſe expel the Auſtrians from their city. 
7 LS XIV. Madraſs in the Eaſt-Indies taken by the French. 
upon Port L' Orient. S$ XVI. Naval tranſactions in the 
e Indies. Conferences at Breda. & XVII. Vaſt ſup- 
: blies granted by the Commons of England. XVIII. Par- 


tholder, captain- general, and admiral of the United-Pro- 
vinces. & XXI. The confederates defeated at Lafeldt. 
: | ſtrians undertake the ſiege of Genoa, which, however, they 
and taken by the Admirals Anſon and Warren. 


$ XXVI. Admiral Hawke obtains another victory over the 
French at Sea. $ XXVII. Other naval tranſactions. 


E 


are beheaded on Tower-hill. & VII. The States- General 


Hainault. IX. Reduces the ſtrong fortreſs of Namur, 


xv. Expedition to the coaſt of Bretagne, and attempt 


& lament diſſolved. $ XIX. The French and allies take the 
; Feld i in Flanders. & XX. Prince of Orange elected Stad- 
l XXII. Liege of Bergen-op-Zoom. $ XXIII. The Au- 


& abandon. & XXIV. The Chevalier de Belleifle flain in the 
Y attack of Exilles. 8 XXV. A French ſquadron defeated 


: | XXVII. Congref at fix-la-Chapelle. & XXIX. 
Compliant 
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Compliant temper of the new parliament. Preliminarin 
ſigned. 4 XXX. Preparations for the campaign in th; 
Netherlands. & XXXI. Siege of Magſtricht. Ceſſation 
of arms. G XXXII. Tranſactions in the Eaft and Ii} 
Indies. $ XX XII. Concluſh on of the ab treaty at 
n 


land began his march from Aberdeen; and on the MWnornin; 
twelfth paſſed the deep and rapid river Spey, without op- J ighlar 
Poſition from the rebefs, though a detachment of them ap. Pur th 
peared on the oppoſite fide. Why they did not diſpute the ſome pi 
paſſage is not eaſy to be conceived : but, indeed, from ; uch m 
this inſtance of neglect, and their ſubſequent conduct, ve three [ir 
may conclude they were under a total infatuation. His {Mo clock i 
royal highneſs proceeded to Nairn, where he received in- ftillery o. 
| telligence, that the enemy had advanced from Inverneſs to i cution 
Culloden, about the diſtance of nine miles from the royal rock am 
army, with intention to give him battle. The deſign of Pine ady; 
Charles, was to march in the night from Culloden, and lans ch; 
ſurpriſe the Duke's army at day-break : for this purpoſe ſtuoſity. 
the Engliſh camp had been reconnoitred ; and on the olumn . 
night of the fifteenth the Highland army began to march Me ſuſt 
in two columns. Their deſign was to ſurround the enc- by a ſeve 
my, and attack them at once on all quarters: but the time, th 
length of the columns embarraſſed the march, ſo that the militia, 
army was obliged to make many halts: the men had been ank, ar 
under arms during the whole preceding night, were fain WW" hand, 
with hunger and fatigue, and many of them overpowerel n their! 
with ſleep. Some were unable to proceed: others droppel cloſe and 
off unperceived i in the dark; and the march was retarded they fur 
in ſuch a manner, that it would have been impoſſible v body of t] 
reach the Duke's camp before ſun-riſe, The deſign being Pipes play 
thus fruſtrated, the Prince-Pretender was with great fe- on 3 
i 


back his way to Culloden ; at which place he had no ſoon! 


luctance prevailed upon by his general officers to meaſure 


thirty mii 
vered wit 


arrived, than great numbers of his followers diſperſed in R 
rewed 


queſt of proviſion; andmany, overcome with wearineſsanl 
lee 


Nn HM: 


park walls. Their repoſe, however, was ſoon interrupted 
En a very diſagreeable manner. Their prince receiving 
Intelligence that his enemies were in full march to attack 
nim, reſolved to hazard an engagement, and ordered his 
troops to be formed for that purpoſe. On the ſixteenth 
day of April, the Duke of Cumberland having made the 
proper diſpoſitions, decamped from Nairn early in the 
morning, and after a march of nine miles perceived the 
Highlanders drawn up in order of battle, to the number of 
our thouſand men, in thirteen diviſions, ſupplied with 


— . T= 


much more numerous, the Duke immediately formed into 
three lines, diſpoſed in excellent order; and about one 
o'clock in the afternoon the cannonading began. The ar- 


lecution : but that of the King's troops made dreadful ha- 


t0 
ock among the enemy. Impatient of this fire, their front- 
of line advanced to the attack, and about five hundred of the 


clans charged the Duke's left wing with their uſual impe- 


q 
F: tuoſity. One regiment was diſordered by the weight of this 
column: but two battalions advancing from the ſecond 


ne, ſuſtained the firſt, and ſoon put a ſtop to their career, 


time, the dragoons under Hawley, and the Argyleſhire 
militia, pulled down a park-wall that covered their right 


el en their left covered the retreat of the Highlanders by a 
xl cloſe and regular fire; and then retired to Inverneſs, where 
bey ſurrendered themſelves priſoners of war. An entire 
ody of the rebels marched off the field in order, with their 
pes playing, and the Pretender's ſtandard diſplayed: the 


thirty minutes, they were totally defeated, and the field co- 
vered with the ſlain. The road, as far as Inverneſs, was 


who, 


ome pieces of artillery. The royal army, which was 


ftillery of the rebels was ill ſerved, and did very little ex- 


Iby a ſevere fire, that killed a great number. At the ſame 


flank, and the cavalry falling in among the rebels, ſword 
in hand, completed their confuſion. The French piquets 


ſtrewed with dead bodies; and a good number of people, 
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b ep, threw themſelves down on the heath, and along the c H Ap. 
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reſt were routed with great ſlaughter; and their prince 
Was with reluctance prevailed upon to retire. In leſs than 
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B O O-K who, from motives of curiofl ity, had come to ſee the ball F l mare 
3 were ſacrificed to the undiſtinguiſhing vengeance of " Wiention 
1746, victors. Twelve hundred rebels were ſlain or wounded i Wir, an 
| the field, and in the purſuit. The Earl of Kilmarno«WWrr.cn th 
was taken; and ina few days Lord Balmerino furrende. Pn was 
ed to a country gentleman, at whoſe houſe he preſent, nherl: 
himſelf for this purpoſe. The glory of the victory was ul. ment c 
lied by the barbarity of the ſoldiers. They had been p hey dec 
voked by their former diſgraces to the moſt ſavage thi Hanks to 
of revenge. Not contented with the blood which was ſo pm by tt 
fuſely ſhed in the heat of action, they traverſed the fei re-and 
after the battle, and maſſacred thoſe miſerable wretche Venue. 
who lay maimed and expiring ; nay, ſome officers actedi 5 IT. In 
part in this cruel ſcene of aſſaſſi nation: the triumph e Duke 
low illiberal minds, uninſpired by ſentiment, untincturiHeſerters, 
by humanity. The vanquiſhed adventurer rode off the recuted 
field, accompanied by the Duke of Perth, Lord Elcho, ountry. 
and a few. horſemen : he croſſed the water of Nairn, an ho was 
retired to the houſe of a gentleman in Strutharrick, u her er her h 
he conferred with old Lord Lovat: then he diſmifſed hand was 
followers, and wandered about a wretched and ſolitary fe of Le 
gitive among the iſles and mountains, for the ſpace of fe ere ſent 
months, during which he underwent ſuch a ſeries of da o, Cron 
gers, hardſhips, and miſery, as no other perſon ever ou-ecycd by 
lived. Thus, in one ſhort hour, all his hope vaniſhed, anontined 
the rebellion was entirely extinguiſhed. One would 4 Hine, tos 
moſt imagine the conductors of this deſperate enterpfie ere ſeiſe 
| had conſpired their own deſtruction, as they certainly n-WWriich th. 
glected every ſtep that might have contributed to their af: ion: in 
ty or ſucceſs. They might have oppoſed the Duke abe Prete 
Cuniberland at the paſſage of the Spey ; they might, on of Lo 
proper conduct, have afterwards attacked his camp in ti Woned in 
night, with a good proſpect of ſucceſs. As they were f Great- 
greatly inferior to him in number, and weakened will With tho 
hunger and fatigue, they might have retired to the hilb hem we! 
? and faſtneſſes where they would have found plenty of lite they peri 
| Cattle for proviſion, recruited their regiments, and been neceſſari, 


Joined by a ſtrong x re-enforcement, which was actual 4 in two F 
tul 


Ge O RG Rn 


entions and jealouſies: they obeyed the dictates of de- 
air, and wilfully devoted themſelves to ruin and death. 

nen the news of the battle arrived in England, the na- 
bn was tranſported with joy, and extolled the Duke of 
Jumberland as a hero and deliverer. Both Houſes of par- 
ment congratulated his Majeſty on the auſpicious event. 

hey decreed, in the moſt ſolemn manner, their publick 
| anks to his royal highneſs, which were tranſmitted to 


re-and twenty thoul4Hic pounds * annum to his former 
venue. 

| 5 IT. Immediately after the decifive action at Culloden, 
he Duke took poſſeſſion of Inverneſs, where ſix- and- -thirty 
eſerters, convicted by a court-martial, were ordered to be 
recuted: then he detached ſeveral parties to ravage the 


Pho was ſent priſoner to Inverneſs. They did not Ig 


and was actually in the ſervice of government. The caſ- 
le of Lord Lovat was deſtroyed. The French priſoners 
pere ſent to Carliſle and Penrith : Kilmarnock, Balmeri- 
s, Cromartie, and his ſon, the Lord Macleod, were con- 
eyed by ſea to London ; and thoſe of an inferior rank were 
onfined in different priſons. The Marquis of 'Tullibar- 


yere ſeiſed, and tranſported to the Tower of London, to 
Kon: ina few months after the battle of Culloden, Murray, 


ſon of Lord Lovat, having ſurrendered himſelf, was impri- 
ſoned in the caſtle of Edinburgh. In a word, all the jails 


"th thoſe unfortunate captives; and great numbers of 
them were crowded together in the holds of ſhips, where 
they periſhed in the moſt deplorable manner, for want of 


In two French frigates which had arrived on the coaſt of 
Lochaber 


tim by the Speakers; and the Commons, by bill, added 


ountry« One of theſe apprehended the Lady Mackintoſh, 


er her houſe, but drove away her cattle, though her huſ- 


line, together with a brother of the Earl of Dunmore, 
hich the Earl of Traquair had been committed on ſuſpi- 


he Pretender's ſecretary, was apprehended : and the eldeſt 


ff Great-Britain, from the capital northwards, were filled 


neceſſaries, air, and exerciſe. Some rebel chiefs eſcaped 


I % 


| | march to their aſſiſtance. But they were diſtracted by © f 4 p. 


1. 
Ln 
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were plundered and burned : every houſe, hut, or hal. 


| to be ſeen in the compals of- fifty miles : all was ruin, 
filence, and deſolation. 


of May, the Duke of Cumberland advanced with th 


the cattle and proviſion were carried off: the men wer 
to death in cold blood, without form of trial: the we 
men, after having ſeen their huſbands and fathers mu: 
dered, were ſubjeQed to brutal violation, and then turne 


| heaths. One whole family was encloſed in a barn, an 


ſo alert in the execution of their office, that in a fey 


| ſcene without grief and horror: what then muſt har 


him from hill to dale, from rock to cavern, and tro 
ſhore to ſhore. Sometimes he lurked in caves and cottages; 


pooreſt peaſant could ſupply. Sometimes he was rowed it 


 Glporercd, he aſſumed the habit of a travelling mou 
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Lochaber about the end of April, and engaged thr, . leer, a1 
veſſels belonging to his Britannick Majeſty, which the a ma 


_ obliged to retire. Others embarked on board of a f * , thirſt 


on the coaſt of Buchan ; and were conveyed to Nong 


Wng app 
from whence they travelled to Sweden. In the I. 
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Itinctio 


army into the Highlands, as far as Fort-Auguſtus, when 
he encamped; and ſent off detachments on all hands, 
hunt down the fugitives, and lay waſte the country yi 
fire and ſword. The caſtles of Glengary and Loch 
tation, met with the ſame fate, without diſtinction: {| 


either ſhot upon the mountains, like wild beaſts, or pu 


out naked, with their children, to ſtarve on the barre 
conſumed to aſhes. Thoſe miniſters of vengeance ven 


days there was neither houſe, cottage, man, nor beak, 


$I. The humane reader cannot refle& upon ſucks 


been the ſenſation of the fugitive prince, when he behel 
theſe ſpeRacles of woe, the diſmal fruit of his ambition! 
He was now ſurrounded by armed troops, that chaſe 


without attendants, or any other ſupport but that which the 


fiſher-boats from iſle to iſle, among the Hebrides, and ofte 
in fight of his purſuers. For ſome days he appeared 
woman's attire, and even paſted through the midſt of li 
enemies unknown. But, underſtanding his diſguiſe 5 


tainee! 
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mo eer, and wandered about among the woods and heaths, c H A r. 


by © h a matted beard and ſqualid looks, expoſed to hun- 
by * „thirſt, and wearineſs, and in continual danger of 


e in the loweſt paths of fortune. They knew that a 


that, by betraying him, they ſhould enjoy wealth and 
. but they deteſted the thought of obtaining 
Shes on ſuch infamous terms, and miniſtered to his ne- 
Inties, with the utmoſt zeal and fidelity, even at the 


, regrinations, he was more than once hemmed in by his 
briuers, in ſuch a manner as ſeemed to preciude all poſh- 
ſity of eſcaping : yet, he was never abandoned by his 
pe and recollection: he ſtill found ſome expedient that 


St. Malo, hired by the young Sheridan and ſome other 
iſh adherents, arrived in Lochnannach ; and on the 
yentieth day of September this unfortunate prince em- 


ye was hollow, his viſage wan, and his conſtitution 
reatly impaired by famine and fatigue. He was accom- 
a Wnied by Cameron of Lochiel, and his brother, with a 


aving paſſed unſcen, by means of a thick fog, through 
Britiſh ſquadron commanded by Admiral Leſtock, and 
en chaſed by two Engliſh ſhips of war, arrived in ſafety 
t Roſcau, near Morlaix, in Bretagne. Perhaps he would 
are found it ſtill more difficult to eſcape, had not the 


conſequence of a report, that he had already fallen 


| the Duke's detachments. 
IV. Having thus explained the riſe, progreſs, and 


itinQtion of the rebellion, it will be neceſſary to take a 
retroſpective 


| . g apprehended, He was obliged to truſt his life to 
Þ fidelity of above fifty individuals, and many of theſe 


y * of thirty thouſand pounds was ſet upon his head; 


Lard of their own deſtruction. In the courſe of theſe. 


ed him from captivity. and death; and through the 
ole courſe of his diſtreſſes maintained the moſt ama- 
Ing equanimity and good humour. At length a privateer 


prked in the habit which he wore for diſguiſe. His 


other exiles. They ſet fail for France, and after 


gilance and eagerneſs of the government been relaxed, 


dans ſome perſons that were ſlain by a volley from one 
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i. B GY K retroſpective view of the proceedings in parliament. Th 
; 7 neceſſary ſteps being taken for quieting the inteſtine cy, 
1746. Motions of the kingdom, the two Houſes began to cn 
vert their attention to the affairs of the continent. 0 
the fourteenth day of January, the King repaired u 
the Houſe of Peers, and in a ſpeech from the throy 
gave his parliament to underſtand, that the States-Geref 
ral had made prefling inſtances for his afhſtance in tk 
preſent conjuncture, when they were in ſuch danger 
being oppreſſed by the power of France in the Nethe 
lands ; that he had promiſed to co-operate with then 
towards oppoſing the further progreſs of their enemies 
and even concerted meaſures for that purpoſe. He & 
clared it was with regret that he aſked any further a 
of his people : he exhorted them to watch over the pub 
lick credit; and expreſſed his entire dependence on thei 
zeal and unanimity. He was favoured with loyal a 
dreſſes, couched in the warmeſt terms of duty and 2 
fection: but the ſupplies were retarded by new conn 
fions in the miniſtry. The Earl of G. had made an effor 
to retrieve his influence in the cabinet, and his ſovereigi 
favoured his pretenſions. The two brothers, who kner 
his aſpiring genius, and dreaded his ſaperior talent 
refuſed to admit ſuch a colleague into the adminiſtration: 
they even reſolved to ſtrengthen their party, by intro 
ducing freſh auxiliaries into the offices of ſtate. Some 
theſe were perſonally diſagreeable to his Majeſty, who 
accordingly rejected the ſuit by which they were recom 
mended. The Duke of Newcaſtle and his brother, wit 
all their adherents, immediately reſigned their employ: 
ments. The Earl of Granville was appointed ſecretar 
of ſtate, and reſumed the reins of adminiftration : but, 
finding himſelf unequal to the accumulated oppoſition 
that preponderated againſt him ; foreſceing that he by 

not be able to ſecure the fipylics in parliament ; 4 
drcading the conſequences of that confuſion which F 
_ reſtoration had already produced, he, in three days, b. 
luntarily quitted the helm : and his Majeſty acquieſcel 
in 
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T were re-delivered to the Duke of Newcaſtle and the 
FP al of Harrington : Mr. Pelham, and all the reſt who 

Wd reſigned, were reinſtated in their reſpective employ- 
Wents; and offices were conferred on ſeveral individuals 


C Went. William Pitt, Eſq. was appointed vice-treaturer 
Wircland, and ſoon promoted to the place of paymaſter- 
Sneral of the forces; at the ſame time the King de- 


Wicinally deſigned for the army, in which he actually 
re a commiſſion; but fate reſerved him for a more im- 
rant ſtation. In point of fortune he was barely quali- 
a to be elected member of parliament, when he obtain- 
W 2 ſeat in the Houſe of Commons, where he ſoon out- 
one all his compatriots. He diſplayed a ſurpriſing ex- 
Wnt and preciſion of political knowledge, an irreſiſtible 


Truck his hearers with aſtoniſhment and admiration. It 


Id ſons of corruption, blaſting where it ſmote, and wi- 
ering the nerves of oppoſition : but his more ſubſtantial 


Neorruptible heart, his unconquerable ſpirit of indepen- 
erty of his country. 


V. The quiet of the miniſtry being leine the 


ſents raiſed by the nobility, on account of the rebellion, 
d about twelve thouſand marines. They ſettled funds for 
e maintenance of the Dutch and Heſſian troops that 


ave. They granted three hundred thouſand pounds to 


Pe King of Sardinia ; four hundred thouſand pounds to 


PYerians ; about three-and-thirty thouſand pounds 1 in ſub- 
ſidies 


4 o had never before been in the ſervice of the govern- 


15 red him a privy-counſellor. This gentleman had been 


(ergy of argument, and ſuch powers of elocution, as 


ed like the lightning of heaven againſt the miniſters 


Paiſe was founded upon his diſintereſted integrity, his 


ouſe of Commons provided for forty thouſand ſeamen, 
arly the ſame number of land forces, beſides fifteen regi- 


ere in England, as well as for the ſubſidy to the Land- 


e Queen of Hungary; three hundred and ten thouſand 
nds to defray the expenſe of eighteen thouſand Ha- 
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nce, and his invariable antachenent to the ren and | 
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2, hundred thouſand pounds in a vote of credit and confui , bein 

1746. to his Majeſty, The whole charge of the current yy Privilege 
amounted to ſeven millions two hundred and fifty thou as faid 

pounds, which was raiſed by the land and malt-u as imp 

annuities on the additional duties impoſed on glaſs, and ragged 

rituous liquors, a lottery, a deduction from the finkinificnds : 

fund, and exchequer bills, chargeable on the firſt aid idence 

ſhould be granted in the next ſeſſion of parliament. the ch 

gb VI. The rebellion being quelled, the legiſlature ii the ce 

ſolved to make examples of thoſe who had been concen im and 

in diſturbing the peace of their country. In June an Hut the 

J of attainder was paſſed againſt the principal perſons ¶ Huſt, on 
L had embarked in that deſparate undertaking ; and cone perſc 
1 were opened in different parts of England, for the tnifeyolutic 
of the priſoners. Seventeen perſons who had bor'n om the 

in the rebel army were executed at Kennington- Comm ſentmer 

in the neighbourhood of London, and ſuffered with grfifenfion v 

conſtancy under the dreadful tortures which their nvincec 

tence preſcribed : nine were put to death, in the lanfarks of 

4 manner, at Carliſle ; fix at Brumpton, ſeven at Penriſed to a1 
N and eleven at Vork: of theſe a conſiderable number ve, ro 
q gentlemen, and had acted as officers : about fifty had b*Wſeath wit 
|. executed as deſerters in different parts of Scotland: eyiumph | 
| ty-one ſuffered the pains of the law as traitors. Ae titula 
ga obtained pardons, aad a conſiderable number were ia ſhip 
i ported to the plantations. Bills of indictment for hi ntence, 
0 treaſon were found by the county of Surry againſt en hun 
. Earls of Kilmarnock and Cromartie, and Lord Balm hority 
4 rino. Theſe noblemen were tried by their peers in ViWrance, þ 
. minſter hall, the Lord Chancellor preſiding as L oſt Chr. 
0 High- Steward for the occaſion. The two Earls confeſſi; proved 
their crimes and in pathetick ſpeeches recommend e eighth 

themſelves to his Majeſty's mercy. Lord Balmeiſte moſt f 

Pleaded not guilty : he denied his having been at 41 TP turne 

liſle at the time ſpecified in the indictment, but this ns, an 

- Ception was ever-ruled : then he moved a point of lav ¶gh- Sten 

arreſt of judgment, and was allowed to be heard bender, 


counk 


WE unfel. They might have expatiated on the hardſhip 
being tried by an ex po? facto law, and claimed the 
Mrivilege of trial in the county where the act of treaſon 
Jas ſaid to have been committed. The ſame hardſhip 
a impoſed upon all the impriſoned rebels: they were 
ragged in captivity. to a ſtrange country, far from their 
Siends and connexions, deſtitute of means to produce 
ridence in their favour, even if they had been innocent 
the charge. Balmerino waved this plea, and ſubmitted 
b the court, which pronounced ſentence of death upon 
im and his two aſſociates. Cromartie's life was ſpared , 
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Whit the other two were beheaded, in the month of Au- 


ſt, on Tower-hill. Kilmarnock was a nobleman of 
ne perſonal accompliſhments ; he had been educated in 
cyolution principles, and engaged in the rebellion, partly 


ſentment to the government, on his being deprived of a 


nvinced of his having acted criminally, and died with 
jarks of penitence and contrition. Balmerino had been 


ath with the moſt careleſs familiarity, and ſeemed to 
wmph in his ſufferings. In November, Mr. Ratcliff, 
te titular Earl of Derwentwater, who had been taken 


ntence, paſſed againſt him in the year one thouſand 
ren hundred and ſixteen: he refuſed to acknowledge the 
hority of the court, and pleaded that he was a ſubje& of 
rance, honoured with a commiſſion in the ſervice of his 
loſt Chriſtian Majeſty. The identity of his perſon be- 
Ir proved, a rule was made for his execution; and on 


ns, and tried in Weſtminſter-hall before the Lord 
gh-Steward. John Murray, ſecretary to the Prince- 
tender, and ſome of his own domeſticks appearing 

f againſt 


om the deſperate ſituation of his fortune, and partly from 


eighth day of December he ſuffered decapitation, with 
e moſt perfect compoſure and ſerenity. Lord Lovat, 
turned of fourſcore, was impeached by the Com- 


nfion which he had for ſome time enjoyed. He was 


ed to arms, and acted upon principle: he was gallant, 
rave, rough, and reſolute: he eyed the implements of 


a ſhip bound to Scotland, was arraigned on a former 


Zled by the ſplendor of greatneſs, and fully perſuaded thi 
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againſt him, he was convicted of high-treaſon, and hit ingled 
demned. Notwithſtanding his age, infirmities, andi Jon dre 
recollection of his conſcience, which was | ſuppoſed tl 14 ourhoo 
not altogether void of offence, he died like an old Rom ne pop 


exclaiming, * dulce et decorum pro patria mori,” Fepreſen 
ſurveyed the crowd with attention, examined the ai the rept 
jeſted with the executioner, and laid his head upon ti preſſing 
block with the utmoſt indifference. From this laſt (rhe allie 
of his life one would have.concluded, that he had approm he beg 


himſelf a patriot from his n and never r deviated fra F liſpoſed 
the paths of virtue. his king 
$ VII. The flame of war- on the continent did u ed the 


expire at the election of an emperor, and the re-cl:ſi Found © 


bliſhment of peace among the princes of the empir ere ne 
On the contrary, it raged with double violence in con 
quence of theſe events; for the force that was before d 


vided being now united in one body, exerted itſelf wit 5 the hea 


greater vigour and rapidity. The States-General were I advan 
overwhelmed. with conſternation. Notwithſtanding e 24. f0. 
pains they had taken to avoid a war, and the condeſcenioni 


M0 


with which they had ſoothed and ſupplicated the Frend|f Jed 


Monarch in repeated embaſſies and memorials, they ſan | Breda, 
themſelves ſtripped of their barrier, and once more in dat media, 
ger of being overwhelmed by that ambitious nation. The render 


city of Bruſſels had been reduced during the winter; , Mons 
that the enemy were in poſſeſſion of all the Auſtrian M immen 
therlands, except a few fortreſſes. Great part of th carried 


forces belonging to the Republick were reſtricted from a hat, n 
tion by capitulations, to which they had ſubſcribed. Ih was o 


fates were divided in their councils between the two : June, 


tions which had long ſubſiſted. They trembled at te been ii 
proſpect of ſeeing Zealand invaded in the ſpring. The BE dious 


Orange party loudly called for an augmentation of thei much 


forces by ſea and land, that they might proſecute the wil 
with vigour. The common people, fond of novelty, da- 


nothing but a chief was wanting to their ſecurity, demand 


ed the Prince of Orange as a Stadtholder ; and 1 
| minge 
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1 ingled menaces with their demands. The oppoſite fac- CH AP, 


on dreaded alike the power of a Stadtholder, the neigh- 
ourhood of a French army, and the ſeditious diſpoſition of 
BS hc populace. An ambaſſador was ſent to London with 
b epreſentations of the imminent dangers which threatened | 
Wh he republick 3 and he was ordered to ſollicit in the moſt 
reſſing terms the affiſtance of his Britannic Majeſty, that 
Ine allies might have a ſuperiority 1 in the Netherlands by 
be beginning of the campaign. The King was very well 


his kingdom, and the diſſentions in his cabinet, had retard- 


ed the ſupplies, and embarraſſed him ſo much, that he 


1 ound i it impoſſible to make thoſe early preparations that 

ere neceſſary to check the career of the enemy. = 

e $ VII. The King of France, with his general, the 

J count de Saxe, took the field in the latter end of April, at 
the head of one hundred and twenty thouſand men, and 

advanced towards the allies, who, to the number of four- 

@ and-forty thouſand, were entrenched behind the Demer, 

W under the conduct of the Auſtrian general Bathiani, who 

W retired before them, and took poſt in the neighbourhood of 


rendered. Then he appeared before the ſtrong town of 


carried on his approaches with ſuch unabating impetuoſity, 
chat, notwithſtanding a very vigorous defence, the garriſon 
vas obliged to capitulate on the twenty- ſeventh day of 
June, in about eight- and- twenty days after the place had 
been inveſted. Sieges were not now carried on by the te- 
dious method of ſapping. The French King found it 


a prodigious train of battering cannon, and enormous mor- 
bars, that kept up ſuch a fire as no garriſon could ſuſtain, 


ippoſed to comply with their requeſt; but the rebellion in 


; Breda, the capital of Dutch Brabant. Mareſchal Saxe im- 
mediately inveſted Antwerp, which in a few days was ſur- 


much more expeditious and effeQual to bring into the field 


IX, 
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Mons in Hainault, with an irreſiſtible train of artillery, an 
E immenſe quantity of bombs and warlike implements. He 


V J da diſcharge ſuch an inceſſant hail of bombs and bultets, 
+ as in a very little time reduced to ruins the place, with all 
y ns fortifications. St. Guiſlain and Charleroy met with 


Yor, Ml. Tis N the 


| 


| 
| 


| 
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the fate of Mons and Antwerp; ; ſo that by the middle 
July the French King was abſolute maſter of Flanden 
Brabant, and Hainault. 101 16 
$ IX. Prince Charles of ann had by this time 3 | 
ſumed the command of the confederate army at 'Terhey4, th 
which being re-enforced by the Heſſian troops from Su 
land, and a freſh body of the Auſtrians under Count pan 
amounted to eighty-ſeven thouſand men, including f 
Dutch forces commanded by the Prinee of Waldeck. I 
generals, ſuppoſing the next ſtorm would fall. upon Ny n ble can: 
mur, marched towards that place, and took poſt in an ad Waldeck 
vantageous ſituation on the eighteenth day of July, in fuer an 
of the French army, which was encamped at Gembloun|he villa 
Here they remained till the eighth day of Auguſt, when; de was 
detachment of the enemy, commanded by Count Lower Here obli 
dahl, took poſſeſſion of Huy, where he found a large mags Wacftrich 
Zine belonging to the confederates ; and their communice|eces of 
tion with Maeſtricht was cut off. Mareſchal Saxe, on th neral a 
other fide, took his meaſures ſo well, that they were utter ſith no ſ 
deprived of all fubſiſtenee. Then Prince Charles, retiringſawford 
acroſs the Maeſe, abandoned Namur to the efforts of te 
enemy, by whom it was immediately inveſted. The 
trenches were opened on the ſecond day of September; au bak 
the garriſon, conſiſting of ſeven thouſand Auſtrians, died a ver 
fended themſelves with equal ſkill and reſolution: but tix , preceded 
cannonading and bombardment were fo terrible, that u Ar 
a few days the place was converted into a heap of rubbiil; r advance 
and on the twenty- third day of the month the French mo | 8 
narch took poſſeſſion of this ſtrong fortreſs, which had for- berieant, 
merly ſuſtained ſuch dreadful attacks. Mean while the # 1 
lied army encamped at Maeſtricht were joined by Sir Joi Mlſtic negatix 
Ligonier, with ſome Britiſh and Bavarian battalions; and I 
Prince Charles reſolved to give the enemy battle. Win the ſurp 
this view he paſſed the Maeſe on the thirteenth day of Sep * 
tember, and advanced towards Mareſchal Saxe, whom ben e Als 
found ſo advantageouſly poſted at Tongres, that he thougit Hi tour 
| proper. to march back to Maeſtricht. On the twei!) Wer 


ſixth day of September he eroſſed the Jaar in his ny my 27 
| | All ant, As 
Linner, 


Un RG7E . 


lſed. But Count Saxe being re- enforced by a body of 
Pops, under the Count de Clermont, determined to bring 
e confederates to an engagement. On the thirteenth 

F y of the month he paſſed the Jaar, while they took poſ- 
fon of the villages. of Liers, Warem, and Roucoux, 
12 up their forces in order of battle, and made prepara- 
ns for giving him a warm reception. On the firſt day of 


7 ble cannonading began about noon. At two o'clock Prince 
aldeck on the left was charged with great fury; and 


The villages were attacked in columns, and as one bri- 
de was repulſed another ſucceeded ; fo that the allies 


er ere obliged to abandon theſe poſts, and retreat towards 
or Mlacſtricht, with the loſs of five thouſand men, and thirty 
c+Pcces-of artillery. The victory, however, coſt the French 


erich no ſolid advantage. Sir John Ligonier, the Earls of 
ingWrawford* and Rothes, Brigadier Douglas, and other of- 
the 9% WO, 


Waober the enemy advanced in three columns; and a ter- 


er an obſtinate defence overpowered by numbers. 


Wncral a much greater number of lives; and was attended 
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This nobleman, ſo remarkable for his courage and thirſt of glory, ex- 
ited a very extraordinary inſtance of preſence of mind on the morning 
ther preceded this battle. He and ſome volunteers, accompanied by his ai- 
du. camp, and attended by two orderly dragoons, had rode out before 
to reconnoitre the ſituation of the enemy; and fell in upon one of 
Ir advanced guards. The ſerjeant who commanded it immediately turn- 
| out his men, and their pieces were preſented when the earl firſt per- 
ed them. Without betraying the leaſt mark of diſorder, he rode up to 
ſerjeant, and aſſuming the character of a French general, told him in 


9 al it language, that there was no occaſion for ſuch ceremony, Then he aſk- 
i if they had perceived any of the enemy's parties? and being anſwered 
jo 1 the negative, Very well (ſaid he) be upon your guard; and if you 


q imer, 


nould be attacked, I will take care that you ſhall be ſuſtained,” So ſay- 
be and his company retired before the ſerjeant could recollect himſelf 
m the ſurprize occaſioned by this unexpected addreſs, In all probability 
Was foon ſenſible of his miſtake ; for the incident was that very day 
blickly mentioned in the French army, The Prince of Tingray, an offi- 
in the Auſtrian ſervice, having been taken priſoner in the battle that 
ned, dined with Mareſchal Count Saxe, who diſmiſſed him on his ha- 
and defired he would charge himſelf with a facetious compliment to 
od friend, the Earl of Crawford, He wiſhed his lordſhip joy of being 
ench general, and ſaid he could not help being diſpleaſed with the 
Fant, as he had not procured him the honour of his lordſhip's company 
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ficers of the Britiſh troops, diſtinguiſhed themſelves ot F 
their gallantry and conduct on this occaſion. This adi 5 | * 
terminated the campaign. The allies paſſing the Mai "yp 
took up their winter quarters in the duchies of E:mbuiy 14 Nye” 
and Luxembourgh; while the French cantoned thei £ he'd 
troops in the places which they had newly conquered. WR ſtain 
9X. The campaign in Italy was altogether anfavuM,n+<g 
able to the French and Spaniards. The houſe of Aulh.cir ti 
being no longer preſſed on the fide of Germany, was en Me cor 
| bled to make the ſtronger efforts in this country; and ion to 
Britiſh ſubſidy encouraged the King of Sardinia to illed, 
with redoubled vivacity. Mareſchal Maillebois occupi nd ter 
the greater part of Piedmont with about thirty thou ere jo 
men. Don Philip and the Count de Gages were at H medt 
head of a greater number in the neighbourhood of Minn diſpo 
and the Duke of Modena, with eight thouſand, fecur Don Ph 
his own dominions. The King of Sardinia augmented U his 
forces to ſix-arid-thirty thouſand ; and the Auſtrian am he Ki. 
under the Prince of Lichtenſtein, amounted to a m was 
greater numbet; ſo that the enemy were reduced to t rong b 
neceſſity of acting on the defenſive, and retired toward ne fide 
Mantuan. In February Baron Leutrum, the Piedu e Tyd 
teſe general, inveſted and took the ſtrong fortreſs of Ma. Th 
He afterwards relieved the citadel of Alexandria, vii ied bet 
the Spaniards had blocked up in the winter, reduced Cao, and 
recovered Valencia, and obliged Maillebois to retire toi idges 
neighhourhood of Genoa. On the other fide, Don Phi linth da 
and Count Gages abandoned Milan, Pavia, and Pam Rotto 
retreating before the Auſtrians with the utmoſt precipi eral Se 
tion to Placentia, where they were joined on the th the 
June by the French forces under Maillebois. gewed 
Sl. Before this junction was effected, the Spaniſh g Von, w 
ral, Pignatelli, had paſſed the river Po in the night vi Dith the 
ſtrong detachment, and beaten up the quarters of fe urs an 
thouſand Auſtrians poſted at Codogno. Don Philip, Gery 
ing himſelf at the head of two-and-fifty thouſand men Me ſpot 
his junction with the French general, reſolved to attach Gors; 
Auſtrians in their camp at San Lazero, before they e gar 
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ee rc-enforced by his Sardinian Majeſty. Accordingly, on 
e fourth day of June in the evening, he marched with 
Wal filence and expedition, and entered the Auſtrian 
enches about eleven, when a deſperate battle enſued. 
| L he Auſtrians were prepared for the attack, which they 


: uitted their entrenchments, and charged the enemy in 


uſt Weir turn with ſuch fury, that after an obſtinate reſiſtance 


e combined army was broke, and retired with precipita- 
Won to Placentia, leaving on the field fifteen thouſand men 


k Willed, wounded, and taken, together with fixty colours, 


Ind ten pieces of artillery. In a few weeks the Auſtrians 
ere joined by the Piedmonteſe: the King of Sardinia aſ- 
med the chief command ; and Prince Lichtenſtein being 


Pon Philip retired to the other ſide of the Po, and extend- 


bis conqueſts in the open country of the Milaneſe. 


he King of Sardinia called a council of war, in which 


rong body of troops, in order to ſtraighten the enemy on 


a. They forthwith quitted all the poſts they had occu- 
, and retreat to Tortona. With this view they threw 
Pu inth day of Auguſt in the evening. They were attacked 
the morning, when Botta arrived: the battle was re- 


gewed with redoubled rage, and laſted till four in the after- 
bon, when the enemy retired in great diſorder to Tortona, 


auß ich the loſs of eight thouſand men, a good number of co- 


urs and ſtandards, and eighteen pieces of cannon. This 
Gery coſt the Auſtrians four thouſand men killed upon 


; Cors immediately ſummoned Placentia to ſurrender; and 
Ic garriſon, conſiſting of nine thouſand men, were made 
. priſoners 


ſained with great vigour till morning. Then they 


0 e ſide; while the Marquis de Botta ſhould march up 
Ft ie Tydone, to cut off their communication with Placen- | 


g ed between the Lambro and Adda, reſolving to repaſs the 


| Rotto Freddo by a detachment of Auſtrians, under Ge- 
feral Serbelloni, who maintained the engagement till ten 
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Bdiſpoſed, his place was ſupplied by the Marquis de Botta. 


was determined that he ſhould paſs the river with a 


Fridges of boats over that river, and began to paſs on the 


ke ſpot, including the gallant General Bernclau. The 


and retired into Provence. The court of Madrid in 
duct of Count Gages; recalled that general, and ſent th ö 
Marquis de las Minas to reſume the command of he force 


In the mean time, the vi ctorious confederates appearedhe 


nate of that city thinking it incapable of defence, ſubmit 


jected to the moſt cruel contributions. The MarquiM 
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priſoners of war: Don Philip continued his retreat, a 

of all his forces brought een ee wierd int 

the territories of Genoa. . 

$ XII. The Piedmonteſe and Abe rejoining 1 

the neighbourhood of Pavia, advanced to Tortona, , bandon 

which they took poſſeſſion without refiſtance, while ti ut ſom! 

enemy ſheltered themſelves under the cannon of Gena F XI 

They did not long continue in this ſituation: for on the oniſed 

twenty-ſecond day of Auguſt they were again in motion, he Ger 
pexeccutio 


Bc olved 
| Itty an 
Ecret, f 
Triſed ſe 
k d cut 
With gre 
Eution 
* app. 
; arms, 
F Lomb 
Nuation 


puting the bad ſucceſs of this campaign to the miſcon 


fore Genoa on the fourth day of December: and the 


ted to a very mortifying capitulation, by which the gate 
were delivered up to the Auſtrians, together with all ther 
arms, artillery, and ammunition : and the city was ſub 


de Botta being left at Genoa with - ſixteen thou- 


fand men, the King of Sardinia reſolved to paſs the Var, e had 
and purſue the French and Spaniards into Provence: but, Peing 8 
that monarch being ſeiſed with the ſmall- pox, the con F he 
duct of this expedition was entruſted to Count Brown, an Penoeſe 
Auſtrian general of Iriſh extract, who had given repeated i rful in 
proofs of uncommon valour and capacity. He was on this i taking 
occaſion afliſted by Vice-Adrairal: Medley, who command ey ſho! 
ed the Britiſh ſquadron in the Mediterranean. The Frend Wi XI\ 
forces had fortified the paſſes of the Var, under the con ry litt 
duct of the Mareſchal de Belleiſle, who thought proper u eyton, 
abandon his poſts at the approach of Count Brown ; an ſh: 
this general, at the head of fiſty thouſand men, paſſed tie Wi rench | 
river without oppoſition, on the ninth day of November Pitant! 
While he advanced as far as Draguignan, laying the open i hich * 
country under contribution, Baron Roth, with four-and i nder 
twenty battalions, inveſted Antibes, which was at ih fort St. 
ſame time bombarded on the ſide of the ſea by the Britiſh Jould Pl 
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* 55 September : but Belleiſle having aſſembled a nume- 

us army, ſuperior to that of the confederates, and the Ge- 
oeſe having expelled their Auſtrian gueſts, Count Brown 
7 Pandoned the enterpriſe, and repaſſed the Var, not wit h- 
ut ſome damage from the enemy. 

XIII. The court of Vienna, which has SIT pa- 
Foniſed oppreſſion, exacted ſuch heavy contributions from 
e Genoeſe, and its directions were ſo rigorouſly put in 


on : Elolved to make a laſt effort for the recovery of their li- 
: 9 and independence. Accordingly, they took arms in 

&cret, ſeiſed ſeveral important poſts of the city; ſur- 
Briſed ſome battalions of the Auſtrians ; ſurrounded others, 
F d cut'them in pieces; and, in a word, drove them out 
Fith great ſlaughter. The Marquis de Botta acted with 


ate M&ution and ſpirit : but being overpowered by numbers, 
nei 4 Ind apprehenſive of the peaſants in the country, who were 
yh arms, he retreated to the paſs of the Bochetta on the fide 


" E Lombardy, where he ſecured himſelf in an advantageous 
ſituation, until he could receive re- enforcements. The loſs 
had ſuſtained at Genoa did not hinder him from re- 


hey ſhould again be inſulted. _ 

XIV. The naval tranſactions of this year reflected 
ry little honour on the Britiſh nation. Commodore 
gcyton, who commanded fix ſhips of war in the Eaſt-In- 


Wrench ſquadron of inferior force: and abandoned the im- 


re" i 
nd nder by the French commodore, De la Bourdonnais. 

e er St. David, and the other Britiſh factories in India, 
11 85 probably have ſhared the ſame fate, had not the 


enemy's 


Wrecution, that the people were reduced to deſpair ; and 


eing Savona, a ſea port town belonging to that republick; 
Ed he afterwards made himſelf maſter of Gavi. The 
Penoeſe, on the contrary, exerted themſelves with won-_ 
ſerful induſtry in fortifying their city, raiſing troops, and 
taking other meaſures for a vigorous defence, in caſe 


Wes, ſhamefully declined a deciſive engagement with a 


Pprtant ſettlement of Madras on the coaſt of Coromandel, 
uch was taken without oppoſition in the month of Sep- 
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Euadron, The trenches were opened on the twentieth CHAP, 
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BOO K enemy's naval force in that country hank ſhattered and 


rr. 5 partly deſtroyed by a terrible tempeſt. No event of con. 
quence happened in America, though it was a ſcene thy 


1746. 


Canada, ſituated upon the river of St. Laurence. Com- 
in North-America, empowering them to raiſe companies 


troops were actually raiſed in conſequence of theſe direc. 


unaccountable delays, | until the ſeaſon was judged too far 


operations of the Auſtrian general in Provence. 


ſiſted of ſixteen great. ſhips, - and eight frigates, beſide 
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ſeemed to promiſe the greateſt ſucceſs to the arms of Eng. 
land. The reduction of Cape-Breton had encouraged the 
miniſtry to project the conqueſt of Quebeck, the capital a 


miſſions were ſent to the governors of the Britiſh colonit 
to join the armament from England ; and eight thouſand 
tions; while a powerful ſquadron and tranſports, having 


fix regiments on board, were prepared at Portſmouth for 
this expedition. But their departure was poſtponed by 


: ved to 
Ine, ar 
his ſtra 
Higineer 
Gf four-a 
© more 
lait for 
he de ſhipr 


Wter his 


advanced to riſque the great ſhips on the boiſterous coaſt of 
North-America. That the armament, however, men 
not be wholly uſeleſs to the nation, it was employed in 
making a deſcent upon the coaſt of Bretagne, on the ol 
poſition that Port L'Orient, the repoſitory of all the ſtore] 


and ſhips belonging to the French Eaſt-India company, Wnfuſio! 


might be ſurpriſed ; or, that this inyaſjon would alam 


| Id 
the enemy, and, by making a diverſion, facilitate the ape 


Yon of it 

arts 
"ih &." &® The naval force intended for this ſervice con- mark 
Earriſon 


bomb-ketches and ſore- -ſhips, commanded by Richard bid grea 


Leſtock, appointed admiral of the blue diviſion. Six bat: Pe Brit 


talions of land troops, with a detachment of matroſſes and i 


; : Wn enen 
bombardiers, were embarked in thirty tranſports, under the Pents, 


conduct of Lieutenant General Sinclair; and the whole Which w 


fleet ſet ſail from Plymouth on the fourteenth day of Sep ed-hot | 
tember. On the twentieth the troops were landed in Quin: N hich h. 
perlay-bay, at the diſtance of ten miles from Fot annon 
L'Orient. The militia, re-enforced by ſome detachment fre fron 
from different regiments, were aſſembled to the number ey 850 
two thouſand, and ſeemed reſolved to oppoſe the diſem Pedlarin 


voy kation; but, ſeeing the Britiſh troops determine bite the 
,n 


8 E OR E I. 


General Sinclair advanced into the country, ſkirmiſh- 
L with the enemy in his route; and arriving at the vil- 


nmoned that place to ſurrender. He was viſited by a 

Woutation from the town, which offered to admit the Bri- 
forces, on condition that they ſhould be reſtrained 
Wm pillaging the inhabitants, and touching the maga- 
Hes; and that they ſhould pay a juſt price for their pro- 
ons. Theſe terms being rejected, the inhabitants pre- 
red for a vigorous defence; and the Engliſh general re- 


Ine, artillery, nor forces ſufficient for ſuch an enterpriſe. 


gineers, who promiſed to lay the place in aſhes in the ſpace 
@ four-and-twenty hours. All his cannon amounted to 
| p more than a few field- pieces; and he was obliged to 
heit for two iron guns, which the ſailors dragged up from 
he ſhipping, Had he given the aſſault on the firſt night 
Wter his arrival, when the town was filled with terror and 
Wnfuſion, and deſtitute of regular troops, in all probability 


383 were mounted with cannon from the ſhips in the 
Warbour : new works were raiſed with great induſtry : the 
5 ben! was re- enforced by ſeveral bodies of regular troops; 
Ind great numbers were aſſembling from all parts; ſo that 


Wn enemy's country. Notwithſtanding theſe diſcourage- 
Pents, they opened a ſmall battery againſt the town, 
Which was ſet on fire in ſeveral places by their bombs and 
d- hot bullets : they likewiſe repulſed part of the garriſon 


Ennon producing no effect upon the fortifications, the 
pre from the town daily increaſing, the engineers owning 
ſhey could not perform their promiſe, and Admiral Leſtock 


Poſe the ſhips « on an open coaſt at ſuch a ſeaſon of the year, 
| General 


of Plemure, within half a league from Port L'Orient, 


ved to beſiege the place in form, though he had neither 


This ſtrange reſolution was owing to the declaration of the 


would have been eaſily taken by ſcalade : but the reduc- 
Jon of it was rendered impracticable by his delay. The 


e Britiſh forces were in danger of being ſurrounded in 


Which had made a ſally to deſtroy their works: but their 


leclaring in repeated meſſages, that he could no longer ex- 
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7” a "i all events, they thought proper to retire. Next CHAP. 
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= Bo o k General Sinclair abandoned the ſiege. Having cauſed, F b Eng 
41 II. two iron pieces of cannon and the mortars to be ſpiked, =, h 
14 — — $ (ng 
4 1:46, Tetreated in good order to the ſea · ſide, where his tro Gough 
44 - 1 
4 were re-embarked, having ſuſtained very inconſiderah 1 
1 Wferen 
; damage ſince their firſt landing. He expected re-enforc y le of 
1 ments from England, and was reſolved to wait a little lon is yea 
1 ger for their arrival, in hopes of being able to annoy thi 
f Werchar 
enemy more effectually. In the beginning of QQobertiWi Pads ol 


fleet failed to Quiberon-Bay, where they deſtroyed the A. 
dent, a French ſhip of war of ſixty- four guns; and a & 
tachment of the forces being landed, took poſſeſſion of 
fort on the peninſula; while the little iſlands of Houat aui 
Heydic were reduced by the failors. In this fituation the 
admiral and general continued till the ſeventeenth day a 
the month, when the forts being diſmantled, and the troop 
re. ce the fleet ſailed from the French coaſt: th 
admiral returned to England, and the tranſports. with th 
ſoldiers proceeded to Ireland, where they arrived in fate, 

XVI. This expedition, weak and frivolous as it maj 
3 _ was reſented by the French nation as one of the 
greateſt inſults they had ever ſuſtained ; and demonſtrated 
the poſſibility of hurting France in her tendereſt parts, b 
means of an armament of this nature, well-timed, and v. 
gorouſly conducted. Indeed, nothing could be moreab 
ſurd or precipitate than an attempt to diſtreſs the enemy 
by landing a handful: of troops, without draft-horſs, 
tents, or artiliery, from a flect of ſhips lying on an open 
beach, expoſed to the uncertainty of weather in the mol 
tempeſtuous ſcaſon of the year, ſo as to render the retred 
and re- embarkation altogether precarious. The Britil 
ſquadrons in the Weſt- Indies performed no exploit of con- 
ſequence in the courſe of this year. The commerce w 
but indifferently protected. Commodore Lee, ſtationedof 
Marti nico, allowed a French fleet of merchant- ſhips, and 
their convoy, to paſs by his ſquadron unmoleſted; ant 
Commodore Mitchell behaved ſcandalouſſy i in a rencont!t 
with the French {quadron, under the conduct of Monfieul 


de Conflans, who in his return to Europe took the Sever 
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a Eng liſh ſhip: of fifty guns. The cruiſers. on all ſides, © H a P. 
Wm liſh French, and Spaniards, were extremely alert; and K. 
Wm ough the Engliſh loſt the greater number of ſhips, this 1546. 
W 


gerence was more than overbalanced by the ſuperior 
y lue of the prizes taken from the enemy. In the courſe of 
Wis year two-and-twenty Spaniſh privateers, and ſixty-fix 
erchant veſſels, including ten regiſter ſhips, fell into the 
Ends of the Britiſh cruiſers : from the French“ they took 
en ſhips of war, ninety privateers, and about three hun- 
&:d ſhips of commerce. The new King of Spain being 
Ippoſed well affected to the Britiſh nation, an effort was 
ade to detach him from the intereſts of France, by means 


the the Marquis de TFabernega, who had formerly been his 
ys Frourite, and reſided many years as a refugee in England. 
007 Whis nobleman proceeded to Liſbon, where a negociation 
WG: ſet on foot with the court of Madrid. But his efforts 


5 iſcarried ; and the influence of the queen mother conti- 
ea to predominate i in the Spaniſh councils. The States- 
"2 eneral had for ſome years endeavoured to promote a pact- 


kation by remonſtrances, and even entreaties, at the court 
| Verſailles : the French King at length diſcovered an in- 


ned at Breda, the capital of Dutch Brabant, where the 


cab enipotentiaries of the Emperor, Great-Britain, France, 
5 | Holland were aſſembled : but the French were lo 
1087 


e 


moped: 

XVII. The POR. of Great-Britain meeting in 
dyember, the King exhorted them to concert with all 
ſible expedition the proper meaſures for purſuing the war 
th Tapes that t the confederate 1 fe the Netherlands 


in ha . of July, Philip \ V. King of Spain dying, in the lixty- 
d year of his age, was ſucceeded b . his eldeſt ſon Ferdinand, born of 
Na Louiſa Gabriela, ſiſter to the preſent King of Sardinia, He eſpouſed 
na Maria Magdalena, Infanta of Portugal, but had no iſſue. Philip was 
wo days ſurvived by his daughter, the Dauphineſs of France. The 
e month was remarkable tor the death of Chriſtiern VI. King of Den- 
Is, ſucceeded | by his fon Frederick V. who had married the princeſs 


lila, youngeſt dau Shter to the King of Great-Britain. 


nation to peace, and in September a congreſs was 


5 might 


by transferable annuities, at an intereſt of four, andapr 


his civil government had for ſome years paſt fallen honM 
the revenue intended and granted by parliament; and i 


to make good this deficiency. As all thoſe who h 
conducted the oppoſition were now concerned in ty 


of Cologn, Mentz, and Bavaria; and the ſum of five hu 


the war with advantage. In a word, the ſupplies amount 


mous grants, one would imagine the miniſtry had be 
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might be ſeaſonably augmented : he, likewiſe, gave then 
underſtand, that the funds appropriated for the ſuppony 
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he relied on their known affection to find out ſome meth 


adminiſtration, little or no objection was made to a 
demand or propoſal of the government and its miniſte 
The Commons having conſidered the eſtimates, votedfun 
thouſand ſeamen for the ſervice of the enſuing year, a 
about ſixty thouſand land- forces, including eleven thouſal 
five hundred marines. They granted four hundred a 
thirty-three thouſand poundsto the Empreſs Queen of Hu 
gary; three hundred thouſand pounds to the King of 
dinia; four hundred and ten thouſand pounꝗs for the mai 
tenance of eighteen thouſand Hanoverian auxiliaries ;on 
hundred and fixty-one thouſand fix hundred and fer 
pounds, for fix thouſand Heſſians; ſubſidies to the Elec 


cred thouſand pounds to enable his Majeſty to proſecu 


ed to nine millions four hundred twenty-five thouſan 
two hundred fifty four pounds; a ſum almoſt incredibt 
if we conſider how the kingdom had been already draint 
of its treaſure. It was raiſed by the uſual taxes, re 
forced with new impoſitions on windows, carriages, at 
ſpirituous liquors, a lottery, and a loan from the ſinking 
fund. The new taxes were mortgaged for four milla 


mium of ten per centum. By reflecting on theſe en 


determined to impoveriſh the nation: but, from the eig 


meſs and expedition with which the people ſubſcribed k aig 
the money, one would conclude that the riches of ti . fn 
kingdom were inexhauſtible. It may not be amiſs to A. e 


ſerve, that the ſupplies of this year exceeded, by two m 


Hons and 3 half, the greateſt annyal ſum that was rail 
| durit 


Ieg9c1z 
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uin feat a number of troops as was now in the pay of Great- 
6 \ Writain, and her armies and flects acquired every year freſh 
4 rveſts of glory and advantage : whereas this war had 
I foved an almoſt uninterrupted ſeries of events big with 
\ 1. faſter and diſhonour. During the laſt two years, the 
_m aval expenſe of England had exceeded that of F rance 
* ove five, millions ſterling; though her fleets -had not 
tained one ſignal advantage over the enemy at ſea, nor 
iſter | : . 

en able to protect her commerce from their depredations. 


I he was at once a prey to her declared adverſaries and pro- 
z al 
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ong her mercenaries two empreſſes, five German 
rinces, and a powerful monarch, whom ſhe hired to aſſiſt 
er in trimming the balance of Europe, in which they 
emſelves were immediately intereſted, and ſhe had no 


dies been ſaved : had the national revenue been applied 


Woycd in liquidating gradually the publick incumbrances z 
haugmenting the navy, improving manufactures, encou- 
aging and ſecuring the colonies, and extending trade and 
avigation, corruption would have become altogether un- 
eceſſary, and diſaffection would have vaniſhed : the 
eople would have been eaſed of their burthens, and ceaſed 
d complain : commerce would have flouriſhed, and pro- 
uced ſuch affluence as muſt have raiſed Great-Britain to 


competition. She would have been dreaded by her ene- 
ould have crept under her wings for protection; con- 
nd ſhe would have ſhone the univerſal arbitreſsof Europe. 
Pous, her taxes intolerable, her people diſcontented, and 
pe ſinews of her government relaxed. Without con- 


uct, confidence, or concert, ſhe engages in blundering 
Fneiations - the nvolves herſelf raſhly in foreign 


fed friends. Before the end of ſummer, ſhe numbered 


ore than a ſecondary concern. Had theſe fruitleſs ſub- 


ith cxconomy to national purpoſes : had it been em- 


e higheſt pinnacle of maritime power, above all rivalſnip 
ies; revered by her neighbours: oppreſſed nations 
ending potentates would have appealed to her deciſion; 


pow different is her preſent ſituation! her debts are enor- 


quarrels, 
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4 bring the reign of Queen Anne, though ſhe maintained as © H Ap. 
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BOOK quarrels, and laviſnes her ſubſtance with the moſt dn 
i II, gerous precipitation: ſhe is even deſerted by her wort 
by S— vigour, ſteadineſs and intrepidity : ſhe grows vain, {, 
IRS. - taſtical, and pufillanimous: her arms are deſpiſed h 
3 her enemies : and her bouts ridiculed ney þ l 
„ Chriſtendom. 
0 XVIII. The King, in oe to exhibit a ſpecimen 
of his defire to diminiſh the publick expenſe, ordered th 
third and fourth troops of his life-guards to be diſbanded 
„ and reduced three regiments of horſe to the quality 
dragoons. The Houſe of Commons preſented an addreh 


dertak 
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I of thanks for this inſtance of economy, by which th ich gr. 
KH annual ſum of ſeventy thouſand pounds was faved to the blemat 
} nation. Notwithſtanding this ſeeming harmony between of t 
1 the King and the great council of the nation, his Mr div. 
1 jeſty reſolved, with the advice of his council, to diſſoꝶ leaſes 
ö the preſent parliament, though the term of ſeven yen pd fort 
. was not yet expired ſince its firſt meeting. The miniſt enden 
* affected to inſinuate, that the States-General were r orig 
5 willing to concur with his Majeſty in vigorous meaſure ir ſupe 
F againſt France, during the exiſtence of a parliament which ſhed ir 
4 had undergone ſuch a viciſſitude of complex ion. The ve ſcen 
a allies of Great Britain, far from being ſuſpicious of thi uin a 
] aſſembly, which had ſupplied them fo liberally, ſaw wit iſh co 
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concern, that, according to law, it would ſoon be di. 
miſſed; and they doubted whether another could be pri- 

_ cured equally agreeable to their purpoſes. In order tore 
move this doubt, the miniſtry reſolved to ſurpriſe the 
kingdom with a new election, before the malcontent 
| ſhould be prepared to oppoſe the friends of the government 
Accordingly, when the buſineſs of the ſeſſion was di 
patched, the King having given the royal aſſent to tit 
ſeveral acts they had prepared, diſmiſſed them in the 
month of June, with an affectionate ſpeech, that breathed 
nothing but tenderneſs and gratitude. The parliament 
Was immediately diſſolved by proclamation, and new with 
1 were iſſued for convoking another. Among the [ai 
3 paſſed i in this ſeffion, was an act aboliſhing the heritabl 
. | W 5 


Ann. 1747. 


G E 47 RG n 


. iQ ions, and taking away the tenour of wardhold- 


dn. 

3 3 ps in Scotland, which were reckoned among the prin- 

fan 5 ſources of thoſe rebellions that had been excited 
= 


| Wc the Revolution. In the Highlands they certainly 
the common people in ſubjection to their chiefs, 
Pom they implicitly followed and obeyed in all their 
Iertakings. By this act theſe mountaineers were le- 
Wy cmancipated from flavery : but as the tenants enjoyed 
leaſes, and were at all times liable to be ejected from 


ei farms, they ſtill depended on the pleaſure of their 


met 
l the 
ed, 
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1d Ius, notwithſtanding this interpoſition of the legiſlature, 
eich granted a valuable conſideration in money to every 
o bieman and petty baron, who was thus deprived of one 


It of his inheritance. . The forfeited eſtates, indeed, 


week 
Mee divided into ſmall farms, and let by the government 
doe leaſes at an under value; fo that thoſe who had the 


yen bd fortune to obtain ſuch leaſes taſted the ſweets of in- 


ſtr 
ir original indigence and incapacity, at the mercy of 


pendence : but the Highlanders in general were left in 


Un. 
(ure ir ſuperiors. Had manufactures and fiſheries been efta- 
phil med in different parts of their country, they would 


Te ve ſeen and felt the happy conſequences: of induſtry, 


tha lein a little time been efeQualty detached from all their 
with rim connexions. 

XIX. The operations of the campaign had 3 con- 

- pr ed in the winter at the Hague, between the Dake of 


tot. mberland and the States-General of the United-Pro- 


e the 
ment 
ment, 
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ance's deſign to encroach upon their territories. They, 


t reſtleſs and ambitious neighbour. The allied powers 
cd to aſſemble a vaſt army in the Netherlands; and it 


tte reſolved that the Auſtrians and Piedmonteſe ſhould 
athed ee more penetrate into Provence. The Dutch patriots, 
men M'ever, were not rouſed into this exertion, until all 
ure r remonſtrances had failed at the court of Verſailles; 


laws 
jtable 
} on 


Fl they had been urged by repeated memorials of the 


danger 


refore, determined to take effectual meaſures againſt 


liſh amhaffalar, and ſtimulated by the immediate 


ces, who were by this time generally convinced of 
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claring, that when the allied army ſhould be weakere 
Cumberland, that the firſt duty of a general is to pn 


April this fortunate commander took the field, at th 


war: but that his troops ſhould obſerve the ſtricteſt di 
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danger to which their country was expoſed: for Frail 
was by this time poſſeſſed of all the Auſtrian Nethetaum nation, 
and ſeemed bent upon penetrating into the territories (iſ inveſted 
United Provinces. In February, the Duke of Cunt hich ſu 
land began to aſſemble the allied forces; and in the nineteen 
end of March they took the field in three ſeparate I s-van- 
dies. His royal highneſs, with the Engliſh, Hanoveriay another 
and Heſſians, fixed his head - quarters at the village of Ti T ſhock, 1 
berg: the Prince of Waldeck was poſted with the Duty of the oo 
troops at Breda; and Mareſchal Bathiani collected it rouſly de 
| Auſtrians and Bavarians in the neighbourhood of Ven over po 
The whole army amounted to one hundred and tweny Count 
thouſand men, who lay inactive fix weeks, expoſed toi ſhar 
inclemency of the weather, and almoſt deſtitute of ſomii ernour, 
and proviſion. Count Saxe, by this time created mam battalion 
'chal-general of France, continued his troops within the general 
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cantonments at Bruges, Antwerp, and Bruſſels, & 
by ſickneſs and mortality, he would convince the Duke d 
vide for the health and preſervation of his troops. | 


head of one hundred and forty thouſand men; and th 
Count de Clermont commanded a ſeparate body of nine 
teen battalions and thirty ſquadrons. Count Lowendail 
was detached: on the ſixteenth day of the month, wit 
ſeven-and-twenty thouſand men, to invade Dutch Fla 
ders: at the ſame time, the French miniſter at the Hap 
preſented a memorial to the States, intimating, that hi 
maſter was obliged to take this ſtep by the neceſſity d 


pline, without interfering with the religion, governmen 
or commerce of the republick : he likewiſe declared, tid 
the countries and places of which he might be oblige 
to take poſſeſſion ſhould be detained no otherwiſe than® 
A pledge, to be reftored as ſoon as the United Province 
ſhould give convincing proofs that they would no long 


furniſh the enemies of France with luccours. 1 
9 1 *. 


N 193 | | 
= XX. While the States deliberated upon this decla- c H A p. 
ration, Count Lowendahl entered Dutch Brabant, and IX. | 
WE inveſted the town and fortreſs of Sluys, the garriſon of | 
hich ſurrendered themſelves priſoners of war on the 
nineteenth day of April. This was likewiſe the fate of 

WE Sa5-van-Ghent ; while the Marquis de Contades, with 
another detachment, reduced the forts Perle and Leifken- 
Shock, with the town of Philippine, even within hearing 
Jof the confederate army. The fort of Sanberg was vigo- 
rouſſy defended by two Engliſh battalions : but they were 
overpowered, and obliged to retire to Welſthoorden ; and 
Count Lowendahl, undertook the fiege of Hulft, which 
was ſhamefully ſurrendered by La Roque, the Dutch go- 
yernour, though he knew that a re-enforcement of nine 
battalions was on the march to his relief. Then the French 
general took poſſeſſion of Axel and Terneuſe, and began 
to prepare flat-bottomed boats for a deſcent on the iſland of 
Zealand. The Dutch people were now ſtruck with con- 
ſternation. They ſaw the enemy at their doors, and owed 
their immediate preſervation to the Britiſh ſquadron ſta- 

@ tioned at the Swin, under the command of Commodore 
Mitchel“, who, by means of his ſloops, tenders, and 
[mall craft, took ſuch meaſures as defeated the intention 
of Lowendahl. The common people in Zealand being 
reduced to deſpair, began to clamour loudly againſt their | 
governours, as if they had not taken the proper mea- a; 
| ſures for their ſecurity. The friends of the Prince of 
Orange did not negle& this opportunity of promoting his 
intereſt. They encouraged their diſcontent ; and exag- 

| gerated the danger: they reminded them of the year one 
thouſand fix hundred and ſeventy-two, when the French 
King was at the gates of Amſterdam, and the republick 

| was ſaved by the choice of a ſtadtholder : they exhorted 
them to turn their eyes on the deſcendant of thoſe heroes 
who had eſtabliſhed the liberty and independence of the 
United-Provinces: they extolled his virtue and ability; 
his generoſity, his juſtice, his unſhaken love to his coun- 
try. The people in ſeveral towns, inflamed by ſuch re- 
preſentations to tumult and ſedition, compelled their 
Vor. III. O magiſtrates 


Not the perſon who commanded in the Weſt-Indies, 


1747. 
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't BOOK magiſtrates to declare the Prince of Orange ſtadtholde; Wh: ninacy 


He himſelf, in a letter to the ſtates of Zealand, offere 
his ſervices for the defence of the province. On th 
twenty-eighth day of April, he was nominated captain-ye. 
neral and admiral of Zealand. Their example Wi 
followed by Rotterdam and the whole province 9 
Holland ; and on the ſecond day of May, the Princ: 
of Oraiige was, in the aſſembly of the States-General, in. 
veſted with the power and dignity of ſtadtholder, captain 
general, and admiral of the United-Provinces. The vigo 
rous conſequences of this reſolution immediately appeared. Pourin = 
All commerce and contracts with the French were provi nd main 
bited : the peaſants. were armed and exerciſed : a reſoly j 
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army: a council of war was eſtabliſhed for enquiring Tec 
into the conduct of the governors who had given uy dered t 
the frontier places; and orders were iſſued to commenct Pboſe inf 
hoſtilities againſt the F rench, both by ſea and land. f entre: 9 4 
XXI. Mean while, the Duke of Cumberland too ing tor 
poſt with his whole army between the two Nethes, to co. geclare fe 
ver Bergen op Zoom and Maeſtricht; and Mareſcha I Lek fat 

Saxe called in his detachments, with a view to hazard Wi bf Dutch 
a general engagement. In the latter end of May, the Hing MT 

French King arrived at Bruſſels ; and his general reſolved ; ſat were 

to undertake the ſiege of Maeftricht. For this purpoe KRavalry A 
he advanced towards Louvain ; and the confederates per: | the confu 
ceiving his drift, began their march to take poſt between 1 through 
the town and the enemy. On the twentieth day of June, W:qeq abe 
they took poſſeſſion of their ground, and were drawn up rerted 


in order of battle, with their right at Bilſen, and their 
left extending to Wirle, within a mile of Maeſtricht, 
having i in the front of their left wing the village of Lit 
feldt, in which they poſted ſeveral battalions of Britiſh 
infantry. The French had taken poſſeſſion of the height 
of Herdeeren, immediately above the allies; 3 and both 
armies cannonaded each other till the evening. In the 
morning, the enemy's infantry marched down the bil, 
in a prodigious column, and attacked the village of Lat 
teldt, which was well fortified, and defended with amazing 

obſt nac! 
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Wbſtinacy- The aſſailants ſuffered terribly in their ap- 
voach, from the cannon of the confederates, which was 
red with ſurpriſing dexterity and ſucceſs ; and they met 
With fuch a warm reception from the Britiſh: muſquetry 
Bs they could not withſtand : but, when they were bro- 
en and diſperſed, freſh brigades ſucceeded with aſtoniſh- 
Eng perſeverance. The confederates were driven out of 
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| t e village: yet being ſuſtained by three regiments, they | 


great ſlaughter. © Nevertheleſs, Count Saxe continued 
Pouring in other battalions ; and the French regained 
i nd maintained their ada in the village, after it had 
cen three times loſt and carried. The action was chiefly 

fi tonfined to this poſt, where the field exhibited a horrible 
ene of carnage. At noon the Duke of Cumberland 
ſdrdered the whole left wing to advance againſt the enemy, 
{ entre : Mareſchal Bathiani made a motion with the right 
ing towards Herdeeren, and victory ſeemed ready to 
« leclare for the confederates, when the fortune of the day 
Rook a ſudden turn to their prejudice. Several ſquadrons 
« pf Dutch horſe, poſted in the centre, gave way, and 


Nying at full gallop, overthrew five battalions of infantry 
What were advancing from the body of reſerve. The French 


the confuſion that was already produced, and penetrating 
Whrough the lines of the allied army, which was thus di- 
Wided about the centre. The Duke of Cumberland, who 
exerted himſelf with equal courage and activity in at- 
Wcmpting to remedy this diſorder, was in danger of being 


tal, had not Sir John Ligonier taken the reſolution of 
Wcrificing himſelf and a part of the troops to the ſafety 
f the army. At the head of three Britiſh regiments of 


F harged the whole line of the French cavalry, with ſuch 
1 dim, and made ſuch a diverſion as enabled the Duke of 


Cumberland to effect an orderly retreat to Maeſtricht. 
V O 2 | He 


Heaſured back their ground, and repulſed the enemy with 


Phoſe infantry gave way: Prince Waldeck led up the 


1 ragoons, and ſome ſquadrons of Imperial horſe, he 


I ntrepidity and ſucceſs, that he overthrew all that oppoſed 


Eavalry charged them with great impetuoſity, increaſing 


haken; ; and the defeat would in all probability have been | 
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BOOK He himſelf was taken by a French carabineer, after hi 


II, 


— 
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ſixteen pieces of cannon. Their loſs did not exceed ft 


ral purchaſed the victory at a much greater expenſe. The 
common cauſe of the confederate powers is faid to har 


Count de Clermont appeared on the hill of Herdeeren, 
Mareſchal Bathiani aſked permiſſion, of the commander in great 7 


- marches, at length detached Count Lowendahl with fr 
and - thirty thouſand men to beſiege.Bergen-op-zoom, WM this b 
| ſtrongeſt fortification of Dutch Brabant, the favourt: 

work of the famous engineer Coehorn, never conquer 
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horſe had been killed: but the regiments he commands 
retired with deliberation. The confederates retreated 9 
Maeſtricht, without having ſuſtained much damage fron 
the purſuit, and even brought off all their artillery, excey 


thouſand men killed and taken ; whereas the French gene. 


ſuffered from the pride and ignorance of their general, 
On the eve of the. hattle, when the detachment of th: 
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chief to attack them before they ſhould be re- enforcec% ¶ the beſi 


declaring he would anſwer for the ſucceſs of the enterpriſ. ¶ ber of 
No regard was paid to this propoſal : but the ſuperior 
aſked in his turn where the Mareſchal would be in cat Wi July to 


E fences | 


he ſhould be wanted? He replied, “ I ſhall always b unintei 


found at the head of my troops, and retired in diſguſ. rate ſa 
The ſubſequent diſpoſition has likewiſe been blamed, in- 


dreadfu 


aſmuch as not above one half of the army could ad, en 
while the enemy exerted their whole force. cCarnag 


IS XXII. The confederates paſſed the Maeſe, and er heard 
camped in the duchy of Limburg, ſo as to cot ſtill th 
Maeſtricht: while the French King remained with his chain 11 
army in the neighbourhood of Tongres. Mareſch i could 
Saxe, having amuſed the allies with marches and counter ; lines. 
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and generally eſteemed invincible. It was ſecured wi) 
a garriſon of three thouſand men, and well provided vi 
artillery, ammunition, and magazines. The enemy d. 


peared before it on the twelfth day of July, and ſ ammone attem} 
the governor to ſurrender. The Prince of Saxe Hi dahl r 
burghauſen was ſent to its relief, with twenty battalion W ſhould 
and fourteen ſquadrons of the troops, that could be mil WWF lated! 
conveniently aſſembled: he entered the lines 5 berg 2 
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# Ire-enforcement from the confederate army : and the old 
Baron Cronſtrom, whom the Stadtholder had appointed 
governor of Brabant, aſſumed the command of the gar- 
Wriſon. The beſiegers carried on their operations with 
great vivacity; ; and the troops in the town defended it 


upon this important ſiege: Count Lowendahl received 
vas detached from the allied army, under the command of 


Jof Saxe-Hildburghauſen. The French general loſt a 
great number of men by the cloſe and continual fire ot 
the beſieged; while he, in his turn, opened ſuch a num 
ber of batteries, and plied them ſo warmly, that the de- 
fences began to give way. From the fixteenth day of 
b July to the fifteenth of September, the ſiege produced an 
rate ſallies were made, and mines ſprung with the moſt 
dreadful effects: the works began to be ſhattered : the 
town was laid in aſhes: the trenches were filled with 
& carnage : nothing was ſeen but fire and ſmoke ; nothing 


lain in heaps; while the garriſon ſuffered very little, and 
could be occaſionally relieved or re-enforced from the 
lines. In a word, it was generally believed that Count 


 this' belief the governor of Bergen-op-zoom ſeems to 
have been lulled into a blind ſecurity. At length, ſome 


inconſiderable breaches were made in one ravelin and two 
baſtions, and theſe the French general reſolved to ſtorm, 
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though Cronſtrom believed they were impracticable; and 


5 on that ſuppoſition preſumed that the enemy would not 
W attempt an aſſault. For this very reaſon Count Lowen- 
dal reſolved to hazard the attack, before the preparations 


We latcd his * and at tour o clock! in the morning 
3 | On 


@ with equal vigour, The eyes of all Europe were turned 
divers re-enforcements ; and a conſiderable body of troops 


Baron Schwartzemberg, to co-operate with the Prince 


@ unintermitting ſcene of horror and deſtruction: deſpe- 


heard but one continued roar of bombs and cannon. But, 
& fill the damage fell chiefly on the befiegers, who were 
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Lowendahl would be baffled in his endeavours; and by 


b ſhould be made for his reception. He accordingly 1 ; 
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on the fixteenth day of September, the ſignal was made 


troops, in the pay of the States-General, were affembled 


their turn: yet, they diſputed every inch of ground, and 


Then they brought off the old governour, abandoning 


to the rank of Mareſchal of France; appointed Count 


quarters, and the Duke of Cumberland embarked for 


with equal ſucceſs, though the Mareſchal de Belleifle faw 


while General Brown, with eight. and. twenty thouſand 
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in the market- place, and attacked them with ſuch fury, i the hea 
that they were driven from ſtreet to ſtreet, until freſh re- Volters | 
enforcements arriving, compelled the Scots to retreat in Vas, tl 
arms, 
tars, w 
they w. 
be buri 


for the aſſault. A prodigious quantity of bombs being 
thrown into the ravelin, his troops threw themſelves into 
the fofl&, mounted the breaches, forced open a ſally- pon, 
and entered the place, almoſt without reſiſtance. In 
word, they had time to extend themſelyes along the cur. 
tains, and form in order of battle, before the garriſon 
could be afſembled. Cronſtrom was aſleep, and the 4. 
diers upon duty had been ſurprifed by the ſuddenneſs and 
impetuoſity of the attack. Though the French had taken 
poſſeſſion of the ramparts, they did not gain the town 
without oppoſition. Two 'battalions of the Scottiſh 
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fought until two thirds of them were killed upon the ſpot. 


the town to the enemy : the troops that. were encamped 
in the lines retreating with great precipitation, all the 
forts in the neighbourhood immediately ſurrendered to the 
victors, who now became maſters of the whole naviga- 
tion of the Schelde. The French King was no ſooner 
informed of Lowendahl's ſucceſs, than he promoted him 
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Saxe governour of the conquered Netherlands; and re- 
turned in triumph to Verſailles, In a little time after this 
tranſaction, both armies were diſtributed into winter- 


England. 
XXIII. In Italy the Franch arms did not . 


himſelf at the head of a powerful army in Provence. In 


April he paſſed the Var without oppoſition, and took pol Y lty of 
ſeſſion of Nice. He met with little or no reſiſtance in » ar! 
efforts 


reducing Montalban, Villafranca, and Ventimiglia; WE 
de fi 
Auſtrians, WG 
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f mean tine, another large body, under Count Schuylem- 
berg, who had ſucceeded the Marquis de Botta, co-ope- 
rated with fifteen thouſand Piedmonteſe in an attempt to 
recover the city of Genoa. The French King had ſent 
WT thither ſupplies, ſuccours, and engineers, with the Duke 


W :&cd as commander in chief of the forces employed for its 
5 defence. The Auſtrian general aſſembled his troops in the 
Milaneſe: having forced the paſſage of the Bochetta on 
the thirteenth of January, he advanced into the territories 
Jof Genoa, and the Riviera was ravaged without mercy. 
On the laſt day of March he appeared before the city, at 
I the head of forty thouſand men, and ſummoned the re- 
© volters to lay down their arms. The anſwer he received 
H was, that the republick had fiſty- four thouſand men in 
arms, two hundred and ſixty cannon, thirty - four mor- 
tars, with abundance of ammunition and proviſion: that 


be buried in the ruins of their capital, rather than ſub- 
mit to the clemency of the court of Vienna, except by an 
honourable capitulation, guaranteed by the Kings of 


the United Provinces. In the beginning of May, Genoa 
was inveſted on all ſides: a furious ſally was made by the 
Duke de Boufflers, who drove the befiegers from their 
& poſts ; but the Auſtrians rallying, he was repulſed in his 
turn, with the loſs of ſeven hundred men. General Schuy- 
lemberg carried on his operations with ſuch ſkill, vigour, 


urbs of Biſagno 3 and in all probability would have re- 
3 duced the city, had not he been obliged to deſiſt, in con- 
E- ity of his abandoning. his enterpriſe, and drawing off 


his army, to cover Piedmont and Lombardy from the 


I the hege on the tenth day of June, and returned into the 
N Mila neſe, 


* q 
_— 


de Boufflers, as ambaſſador to the republick, who likewiſe 


they would defend their liberty with their laſt blood, and 


Gtreat-Britain and Sardinia, the republick of Venice, and 


$ and intrepidity, that he made himſelf maſter of the ſub- 


© ſequence of the repeated remonſtrances made by the King 
of Sardinia and Count Brown, who repreſented the neceſ- 


I efforts of Mareſchal de Belleiſle. Accordingly, he raiſed 
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Auſtrians, retired towards Final and Savona. In the HAP. 
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BO O k Milaneſe, in order to join his Sardinian Majeſty; while 


the. Genoeſe made an irruption into the Parmeſan and 


Placentin, where they committed terrible outrages, in 


tevenge for the miſchiefs they had undergone. 

$ XXIV. While the Mareſchal de Belleifle remained at 
Ventimiglia, his brother, at the head of four-and-thirty 
thouſand French and Spaniards, attempted to penetrate 
into Piedmont : on the fixth day of July he arrived at 


the paſs of Exilles, a ſtrong fortreſs on the frontiers of 


Dauphine, ſituated on the north fide of the river Doria. 


'The defence of this important poſt the King of Sardinia 


had committed to the care of the Count de Brigueras, 
who formed an encampment behind the lines, with fourteen 
battalions of Piedmonteſe and Auſtrians, while divers 


detachments were poſted along all the paſſes of the Alps. 


On the eighth day of the month the Piedmonteſe en- 
trenchments were attacked by the Chevalier de Belleiſk, 


with incredible intrepidity : but the columns were re- 
pulſed with great loſs in three ſuccefſive attacks. Impa- 
tient of this obſtinate oppoſition, and determined not to 


ſurvive a miſcarriage, this impetuous general ſeiſed a pair 
of colours, and advancing at the head of his troops, 
through a prodigious fire, pitched them with his own hand 
on the enemy's entrenchments. At that inſtant he fell 
dead, having received two muſquet balls and the thruſt of 
a bayonet in his body. The aſſailants were ſo much dif- 


pirited by the death of their commander, that they forth- 


with 'gave way, and retreated with precipitation towards 


Seſtrieres, having loſt near five thouſand men in the at- 
tack. The Mareſchal was no ſooner informed of his bro- 
ther's misfortune than he retreated towards the Var, to join 

the troops from Exilles: while the King of Sardinia, hav- 
ing aſſembled an army of ſeventy thouſand men, threatened 
Dauphine with an invaſion : but the exceſſive rains pre- 
"vented the execution of- his deſign. General Leutrum was 


detached with twenty battalions to drive the French from 


Ventimiglia ; but, Belleiſle marching back, that ſcheme 


was likewiſe fruſtrated : and thus ended the campaign. 
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Luv. In this manner was the French King baf- CHA y 
Id in his projects upon Italy: nor was he more for- . 
nate in his naval operations. He had, in the preceding 9 
Fear, equipped an expenſive armament, under the command 
the Duke d' Anville, for the recovery of Cape-Breton: | 
Wt it was rendered ineffectual by ſtorms, diſtempers, and | 

e death of the commander. Not yet diſcouraged by 
Pele diſaſters, he reſolved to renew his efforts againſt the 
$:itiſh colonies in North-America, and their ſettlements 
n the Eaſt-Indies. For theſe purpoſes two ſquadrons | 
gere prepared at Breſt, one to be commanded by the Com- | 
Wodore De la Jonquiere ; and the other, deſtined for In- 

Wa, by Monſieur de St. George. The miniſtry of Great- 

Britain, being appriſed of theſe meaſures, reſolved to in- 

ercept both ſquadrons, which were to ſet fail together. 

For this purpoſe Vice-Admiral Anſon and Rear-Admiral 

Narren took their departure from Plymouth with a for- 

Widable fleet, and ſteered their courſe to Cape Finiſterre 

Wn the coaſt of Gallicia, On the third day of May they 

Wl! in with the French ſquadrons commanded by La Jon- 

niere and St. George, conſiſting of ſix large ſhips of war, | 

many frigates, and four armed veſſels equipped by their 1 
aſt India company, having under their convoy about | 
irt) ſhips laden with merchandiſe. Thoſe prepared for | 5 
var immediately ſhortened fail, and formed a line of battle; 
le the reſt, under the protection of the fix frigates, 
Proceeded on their voyage with all the ſail they could 
ay. The Britiſh ſquadron was likewiſe drawn up in 
Wine of battle: but Mr. Warren perceiving that the 
Enemy began to ſheer off, now their convoy was at a con- 
derable diſtance, adviſed Admiral Anſon to haul in the 
Pena! for the line, and hoiſt another for giving chaſe and 
Engaging, otherwiſe the French would in all probability 
Feape by favour of the night. The propoſal was em- 
paced ; and in a little time the engagement began with 
Ereat fury, about four o'clock in the afternoon. The 
Pen) ſuſtained the battle with equal conduQ and valour, 


3 Put they were overpowered by numbers, and then they 
. ſtruck 
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B O © ſtruck their colours. The Admiral detached three fi, 
"Wh in purſuit of the convoy, nine fail of which were take 
„ but the reſt were ſaved by the intervening darkneſs, Ajy 
ſeven hundred of the French were killed and wounded 

this action. The Engliſh loſt about five hundred; w 

among theſe, Captain Grenville, commander of the ſi 
Defiance. He was nephew to the Lord Viſcount (4 

ham, a youth of the moſt amiable character and yr 

miſing genius, animated with the nobleſt ſentiments , 

| honour and patriotiſm. Eager in the purſuit of glory, 


red to 1 
ins ſuſta 
d reſoluti 
ed. T. 


ruſhed into the midſt of the battle, where both his He numbe 
| were cut off by a cannon ball. He ſubmitted to his H ceed two 
with the moſt heroick reſignation, and died univerſally it officer 
mented and beloved. The ſucceſs of the Britiſh am on to tt 
in this engagement was chiefly owing to the conduit the hon 
b activity, and courage of the rear-admiral. A conſiden under h 
1 ble quantity of bullion was found in the prizes, vidi themſe 
3 were brought to Spithead in triumph; and the treaſuſ ich they 
is being landed, was conveyed in twenty waggons to e niral H 
tit bank of London, Admiral Anſon was ennobled, aro qu: 
i Mr. Warren honoured with the order of the Bath. th intel, 
in | XXV. About the middle of June, Commodore T ward be 
1 with fix ſhips of war, cruiſing in the latitude of Cape O interce; 
i tegal in Gallicia, took above forty French ſhips, rich other | 
. | laden from St. Domingo, after they had been abandon redoub| 
I by their convoy. But the French King ſuſtained anothe into hi 
5 more important loſs at ſea, in the month of Octobeſ . ppithea 
. Rear-Admiral Hawke failed from Plymouth in the Erd th 
rt ginning of Avguſt, with fourteen ſhips of the line, ing the 
0 | = intercept a fleet of French merchant ſhips bound for ti defired 
1 Weſt-Indies. He cruiſed for ſome time on the coaſt Hen was 
„ Bretagne; and at length the French fleet ſailed from tht nded fre 
: 1 iſle of Aix, under convoy of nine ſhips of the line, beſide e of his 
Af frigates, commanded by Monſieur de Letendeur. Onthq be was 
5 fourteenth day of Od ober the two ſquadrons were of ac 
1 fight of each other, in the latitude of Belleifle. Teer iner 
„ French commodore immediately ordered one of bis graf for the 
a ſhips and the frigates to proceed with the trading 1 
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eleven in the forenoon Admiral Hawke diſplayed the ſig- 
tochaſe, and in half an hour both fleets were engaged. 

he battle laſted till night, when all the French ſquadron, 
cept the Intrepide and Tonant, had ſtruck to the Engliſh 
g. Theſe two capital ſhips eſcaped in the dark, and re- 
rned to Breſt in a ſhattered condition. The French cap- 
ns ſuſtained the unequal fight with uncommon bravery 
d reſolution, and did not yield until their ſhips were diſ- 


number of Engliſh killed in this engagement did not 
ceed two hundred, including Captain Saumarez, a gal- 
tofficer, who had ſerved under Lord Anſon in his expe- 
tion to the Pacifick Ocean. Indeed, it muſt be owned, 
the honour of that nobleman, that all the officers form- 


themſelves in all reſpects worthy of the commands to 
ch they were preferred. Immediately after the action, 
Imiral Hawke diſpatched a ſloop to Commodore Legge, 


th intelligence of the French fleet of merchant-ſhips, 
tward bound, that he might take the proper meaſures 
intercepting them in their paſſage to Martinique, and 
other French iſlands. In conſequence of this advice, 
redoubled his vigilance, and a good number of them 
into his hands. Admiral Hawke conducted his prizes 
dpithead; and in his letter to the board of Admiralty 
dared that all his captains behaved like men of honour 
ring the engagement, except Mr. Fox, whoſe conduct 


an was accordingly tried by a court-martial, and ſuſ- 
nded from his command, for having followed the ad- 
* of his officers, contrary to his own better judgment: 


ver incurred ſuſpicion, ſtill laboured under a ſuſpen- 
N tor that which had been ſucceſsfully practiſed in both 
| theſe 


ed. Their loſs in men amounted to eight hundred: 


under his example, and raiſed by his influence, approv- 


ole ſquadron was ſtationed at the Leeward Iſlands, 


&fired might be ſubjected to an enquiry. That gentle- 


the was ſoon reſtored, and afterwards promoted to the 
ik of admiral ; while Mr. Matthews, whoſe courage 
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BOOK theſe late actions, namely, engaging the enemy withy w- 
Bourdoi 


II. any regard to the line of battle. 


4 I XXVII. In the Mediterranean Vice-Admiral Med,” ©2 un 
# dlccked up the Spaniſh ſquadron in Carthagena ; after l 
|: the Auſtrian general on the coaſt of Villafranca ; aui fre 
1 tercepted ſome of the ſuccours ſent from France to lia ſho! 
1 aſſiſtance of the Genoeſe. At his death, which happen 1 N 

. in the beginning of Auguſt, the command of that u alt 7 
K dron devolved upon Rear-Admiral Byng, who proceed Indepe ' 
Ki on the ſame plan of operation. In the ſummer, two br bel, wi 
= tiſh ſhips of war, having under their convoy a fled P 
* merchant ſhips bound to North-America, fell in wih. 
„ Glorioſo, a Spaniſh ſhip of eighty guns, in the lat 55 ; 
=__ of the Weſtern Iſles. She had failed from the Havanul N 
K with an immenſe treaſure on board, and muſt havefalk hereas | 
a prize to the Engliſh ſhips, had each captain done hi 7 

* 1 duty. Captain Erſkine, in the Warwick, of fixty ui \ 
*- attacked her with great intrepidity, and fought until Mi 1 ler 
A ſhip was entirely diſabled : but being unſuſtained by wi 1 5 4 
. cConſort, he was obliged to haul off, and the Glorioſo a 1 on 
5 rived in ſafety at Ferrol: there the ſilver was landed, i i o 
1 ſhe proceeded on her voyage to Cadiz, which, hover Bn | Nes 
. ſhe did not reach. She was encountered by the Dat. oy F 15 


1 mouth, a Britiſh frigate of forty guns, commanded 
Captain Hamilton, a gallant youth, who, notwithſtant 
ing the inequality of force, engaged her without heft 
tion: but in the heat of the action, his ſhip being ſet u 
fire by accident, was blown up, and he periſhed with d 
his crew, except a midſhipman and ten or eleven fail 
who were taken up alive by a privateer that happened 
be in fight. Favourable as this accident may ſeem toi 
Glorioſo, ſhe did not eſcape. An Engliſh ſhip of eigſh 
guns, under the command of Captain Buckle, came 
and obliged the Spaniards to ſurrender, after a ſhort Oy 
vigorous engagement. Commodore Griffin had been ſent 
with a re-enforcement of ſhips, to aſſume the com 
of the ſquadron in the Eaſt- Indies; and although bs 
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Bourdonnais, his ſtrength was not ſufficient to enable 


| emy : the miniſtry of England, therefore, reſolved to 
we freſh armament, that when joined by the ſhips in 
aa ſhould be in a condition to beſiege Pondicherry, 
principal ſettlement belonging to the French on the 
aſt of Coromandel. For this ſervice, a good number 
independent companies was raiſed, and ſet fail in the 
el, with a ſtrong ſquadron under the conduct of Rear- 
dmiral Boſcawen, an officer of unqueſtioned valour and 
Wnacity. In the courſe of this year, the Britiſh cruiſers 
Were ſo alert and ſucceſsful, that they took fix hundred 
Wd forty-four prizes from the French and Spaniards, 
hereas the loſs of Great-Britain, in the ſame time, did 
pt exceed five hundred and fifty. 
XXVII. All the belligerent powers were by this 
We heartily tired of a war which had conſumed an im- 
Penſity of treaſure, had been productive of ſo much 
Wiſchicf, and in the events of which all, in their turns, 
a found themſelves diſappointed. Immediately after 
ee battle of Laffeldt, the King of France had, in 


personal converſation with Sir John Ligonier, ex- 


Qrefſed his deſire of a pacifigation; and afterwards his mi- 
bje& to the deputies of the States-General. The ſig- 
Wicle ſentiments, which were likewiſe re-enforced by a 
riety of other conſiderations. His finances were almoſt 
Wxhauſted, and his ſupplies from the Spaniſh Weſt-Indies 
gendered ſo precarious by the vigilance of the Britiſh cruiſ- 
he trading part of his ſubjects had ſuſtained ſuch loſſes, 


eſt part of his navy now contributed to ſtrengthen the 


*h the whole power of the States-General againſt him, 
in Palin the moſt relolute meaſures for their own ſafety: 


his 


Wn to undertake any enterpriſe of importance againſt the 


Wiſter at the Hague preſented a declaration on the ſame 


Wal ſucceſs of the Britiſh arms at ſea confirmed him in 


rs, that he could no longer depend upon their arrival. 


dat his kingdom was filled with bankruptcies ; and the 
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Wents in that country, from the inſults of Monſieur de c H a p. 
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1 gets of his enemies. The election of a ſtadtholder had | 


, the month of November, the Earl of Hyndford, ambak 
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Book his views in Germany were entirely fruſtrated by the c. 
Wy vation of the Grand Duke to the Imperial throne, ay 
7717 the re-eſtabliſhment of peace between the houſes of Auf, 
and- Brandenburgh ; 

had not at all anſwered his expeQation 3 and Genoa yy 

become an expenſive ally. 

ſee the commerce of Britain flouriſh in the midſt of wa 

while his own people were utterly impoveriſhed. ' Th 
parliament of England granted, and the nation paid fg 
incredible ſums as enabled their ſovereign not onlyh 
maintain invincible navies and formidable armies, by 
likewiſe to give ſubſidies to all the powers of I 

rope. He knew that a treaty of this kind was a 

ally upon the anvil between his Britannick Majely 


and the Czarina, and he began to be apprehenfived 


ſeeing an army of Ruſſians in the Netherlands. H 
fears from this quarter were not without foundation. | 


fador from the King of Great-Britain at the court of Ru- 


ſia, concluded a treaty of ſubſidy, by which the Czarin 


engaged to hold in readineſs thirty thouſand men, and 
forty gallies, to be employed in the ſervice of the conk 
derates, on the firſt requiſition. 
acceded to this agreement, and even conſented to pi 
_ one-fourth of the ſubſidy, His moſt Chriſtian Majely, 
moved by theſe conſiderations, made further advances tv: 
wards an accommodation both at the. Hague and in Lon 
don ; and the contending powers agreed to another col 
greſs, which was actually opened in March at Alx- l 
Chapelle, where the Earl of Sandwich and Sir Thom 
| Robinſon aſſiſted as aps pena eats from the King o 
Great-Britain. 
XXIX. The elections for the new parliament 1 
England had been conducted fo as fully to anſwer the pu 
poſes of the Duke of Newcaſtle, and his brother Mr, 
Pclham, who had for ſome time wholly engroſſed the at 
miniſtration. Both Houſes were aſſembled on the ten 


day of November, when Mr. Onflow was unanimo! BY 
re- eledt 


the ſucceſs of his arms in Itah 


He had the mortification 1 


re States- Genen 
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Pened, as ufual, by a ſpeech from the throne, congratu- 
ing them on the ſignal ſucceſſes of the Britiſh navy, 


Eovinces, His Majeſty gave them to underſtand, that a 


Wncert the means for effecting a general pacification ; and 
Ininded them that nothing would more conduce to the 
Peeſs of this negociation than the vigour and unanimity 


niſters were pleaſed to dictate, Oppoſition now lan- 
Siſhed at their feet. The Duke of Bedford was become 
Fcourtier, and in a little time appointed ſecretary of 
Ne, in the room of the Earl of Cheſterfield, who had 
Fely executed that office which he now reſigned ; and 
& Earl of Sandwich no longer harangucd againſt the ad- 


all the requeſts of the government. They voted forty 


Wvcn thouſand five hundred marines ; the ſubſidies for 
Queen of Hungary, the Czarina, the King of Sardinia, 


e thouſand ſeven hundred and torty-nine pounds was 


Ed thouſand pounds were given to his Majeſty for the 
Worous proſecution of the war ; and about one hundred 
W fity-two thouſand pounds to the Scottiſh claimants, 
lieu of their juriſdiction. The ſupplies for the enſuing 


Far part was raiſed on a loan by ſubſcription, chargea- 
ona new ſubſidy of poundage exacted from all mer- 
Wndiſe imported into Great-Britain. Immediately after 
| rebellion was ſuppreſſed, the legiſlature had eſtabliſhed 
© regulations in Scotland, which were thought neceſſa- 


Wo prevent ſuch commotions for the future. The High- 
4 landers 


nd the happy alteration in the government of the United 


? N would fpeedily be opened at Aix-la-Chapelle, to 


heir proceedings. He received ſuch addreſſes as the 


Wufand ſeamen, forty-nine thouſand land-forces, befides 


|  Eletors of Mentz and Bavaria, the Heſſians, and the 
e of Wolfenbuttel : the ſum of two hundred thirty- 


Entcd to the provinces of New England, to re-emburſe 
Wn for the expenſe of reducing Cape-Breton : five hun- 


| | br fell very little ſhort of nine millions, of which the 
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Wniftration.' This new Houſe of Commons, in imita- 
Wn of the liberality of their predeceſſors, readily grati- 


1 5 


— 2 3 — — —> : : xt * p — a . 
A I * a 8 2 Y 
— _n- — : "as 2% a PE "I : ; 
hy a. —BB . * Z _ S · · ˙— er 
X DT NESS VID SO TOE. tied 3 * * 3 r 23 : 
> A _ A 2 © 7 - * — 


SES . 
= — 
—— — 1 


ä ů 


* 
— 


_ r 
* - 

0 3 
5 


208 


B O O K 
| II. 
1747. 


and Spaniſh ſhips at London being deemed the ſoleq 
cumſtance that prevented a total ſtagnation of comme 


penalties; and this ſtep of the Britiſh parliament aca! 


An. 1748, 


declared to both Houſes, that the preliminaries of ag 


pounds yearly to the ſubje&s of France. The ſeſſion 


and if the confederates had acted with more viß 


HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 
| | | M 
landers were diſarmed, and an act paſſed, for abolifhy 
their peculiarity of garb, which was ſuppoſed to hett 
party- diſtinctions, to encourage their martial difpoſiin 
and preſerve the memory of the exploits atchieved byth, 
anceſtors. In this ſeſhon a bill was brought in to ena 
the execution of that law, and paſſed with another a, 
the more effeQual puniſhment of high treaſon int 
Highlands of Scotland. The practice of inſuring Fre 
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in thoſe countries, it was prohibited by law under {er 


rated the concluſion of the treaty. Several other pr 
meaſures were taken in the courſe of this ſeſſion, for 
benefit of the publick; and among theſe we may rech 
an act for encouraging the manufacture of indigo in 
Britiſh plantations of North America; an article i 
which Great-Britain uſed, to pay two hundred thoyla 


cloſed on the thirteenth day of May, when the K 


ral peace were actually ſigned at Aix-la-Chapelle by! 
miniſters of Great-Britain, France, and the United 
vinces; and that the baſis of this accommodation vi 
general reſtitution of the conqueſts which had been m 
during the war. Immediately after the prorogation of j 
liament his majeſty ſet out for his German dominions, a 
having appointed a regency to rule the realm in his abſen 
XXX. The articles might have been much [cu 
favourable to Great-Britain and her allies, had the 

niftry made a proper uſe of the treaty with the Crarin 


and expedition in the beginning of the campaign. 
Ruſſian auxiliaries might have been tranſported by ſeq 


Maeſtric 
Lubeck before the end of the preceding ſummer, in kde ener 
own gallies, which had been lying ready for uſe nc! ery litt 
month of July. Had this expedient been uſcd, the 10 Dy 
han troops would have joined the confederate arm q \ FSH 


Vol 


n G n n n. 


ee concluſion of the laſt campaign. But this eaſy and CHA Þ 
oeditious method of conveyance was rejected for a 


arch by land, of incredible length and difficulty, which 
Would not be begun before the month of January, nor 
W:ccompliſhed till Midſummer. The operations of the 
ampaign had been concerted at the Hague in January, 
y the reſpective miniſters of the allies, who reſolved to 
Pring an army of one hundred and ninety thouſand men 
Into the Netherlands, in order to compel the French to 


towns of Holland became the ſcenes of tumult and inſur- 
ection. The populace plundered the farmers of the re- 


o that the States-General, ſeeing their country on the 
Wink of anarchy and confuſion, authorized the Prince of 
Drange tomake ſuch alterations as he ſhould ſee conve- 
nient. They preſented him with a diploma, by which 
e was conſtituted hereditary ſtadtholder and captain- 
reneral of Dutch Brabant, Flanders, and the upper quar- 
er of Guelderland ; and the Eaſt-India company ap- 
Pointed him director and governor-general of their com- 
merce and ſettlements in the Indies. Thus inveſted 
Vith an authority unknown to his anceſtors, he exerted 
imſelf with equal induſtry and diſcretion in new-model- 
ing, augmenting, and aſſembling the troops of the re- 
publick. The confederates knew that the Count de 
dare had a deſign upon Maeſtricht : the Auſtrian gene- 
al Bathiani made repeated remonſtrances to the Britiſh 


Ibject: he undertook, at the peril of his head, to cover 


he enemy : but his repreſentations ſeemed to have made 
cry little impreſſion on thoſe to whom they were addreſſed. 
pie Duke of Cumberland did not depart from England 


Vol. III. | 


Abandon the barrier which they had conquered. The 


enue, aboliſhed the taxes, and inſulted the magiſtrates 3 


miſtry, entreating them to take ſpeedy meaſures for the 
reſervation of that fortreſs. He in the month of Janu- 

y propoſed that the Duke of Cumberland ſhould croſs 
he ſea, and confer with the Prince of Orange on this 


Vacſtricht with ſeventy thouſand men, from all attacks of 


ll towards the latter end of F ebruary : part of March 
4 | was 
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BOOK was elapſed, before the tranſports ſailed from the Nore yi 


I. 


1 
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of Auguſt. 
'$ XXXT. The different vdkes of the dete force 
joined each other, and encamped in the neighbourhoodo 
Rutemond, to the number of one hundred and ten thy 
ſand men; and the French army inveſted Maeſtrich, 
without oppoſition, on the third day of April. 
Tiſon conſiſted of Imperiał and Dutch troops, under th 
conduct of the governour, Baron d'Aylva, who defend 
the place with extraordinary {kill and reſolution. I: 
annoyed the beſiegers in repeated fallies ; 


the covered-wayz and there effected a lodgment, aſter at 


beſt troops: but, next day they were entirely dillodged 
dy the gallantry of the garriſon. 


third day of May, when the garriſon marched out vii 


diately enſued. By this time the Ruſſian auxiliarics, b 


Halt, after they had marched ſeven hundred miles ſince 


that ſhould they advance farther, he would demoliſh tis 
fortifications of Maeſtricht and Bergen-op zoom. This 
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the additional troops and artillery; and the laſt dia 
from the foot- guards were not Nn ill the muddy 


. * 


The gar 


but they ven 
detetmined to ſurmount all oppoſition, and proſecutt 
their approaches with incredible ardour. They aſſaule 


obſtinate diſpute, in which they loſt two thouſand of thei 


Theſe hoſtilities wen 
fuddenly ſuſpended, in conſequence of the preliminatie 
ſigned at Aix-la-Chapelle. The plenipotentiaries agreed 
that, for the glory of his Chriſtian Majeſty's arms, tit 
town of Maeſtricht ſtiould be ſurrendered to his general,o1 
condition that it ſhould be reftored, with all the magazine 
and artillery. He accordingly took poſfeſſion of it onth 


all the honours of war; and a ceſſation of arms imme 


the number of thirty-ſeven thouſand, commanded 
Prince Repnin, had arrived in Moravia, where they ven 
reviewed by their Imperial Majeſties: then they proceeded 
to the confines of Franconia, where they were ordered 


the beginning of the year. The French King declard 


dliſpute was referred to the plenipotentiarics, who, in the 


beginning of Auguſt, concluded a convention, impor 
| | th 


70 -E GR CE - 


nd that the French King ſhould diſband an equal number 
Pr his forces. The ſeaſon being far advanced, the Ruſſians 
ere provided with winter-quarters in Bohemia and Mo- 


hirty thouſand French troops were withdrawn from Flan- 

Wers into Picardy, and the two armies remained quiet till 

he concluſion of the definitive treaty. The ſuſpenſion of 
arms was proclaimed at London, and in all the capitals of 
he contracting powers: orders were ſent to the reſpective 
dmirals in different parts of the world, to refrain from 
oſtilities; and a communication of trade and intelligence 
yas again opened between the nations which had been at 

Pariance. No material tranſaction diſtinguiſhed the cam- 
aign in Italy. The French and Spaniſh troops, who had 
oined the Genoeſe in the territories of the republick, 
mounted to thirty thouſand men, under the direction of 


onflers, while Mareſchal de Belleiſle, at the head of fifty 
thouſand men, covered the weſtern Riviera, which was 
hreatened with an invaſion by forty thouſand Auftrians 


me General Brown, with a more numerous army, pre- 
ared to re-enter the eaſtern Riviera, and re-commence the 
ege of Genoa, But theſe intended operations were pre- 
ented by an armiſtice, which took place as ſoon as the 
elligerent powers had acceded to the preliminaries. 

(XX XII. In the Eaſt-Indies, Rear-Admiral Boſcawen 
ndertook the ſiege of Pondicherry, which, in the month 
| Auguſt, he blocked up by ſea with his ſquadron, and 
veſted by land with a ſmall army of four thouſand Eu- 
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e proſecuted the enterpriſe with great \ pirit, and took 


pm the town: then he made his approaches to the place, 
punt which he opened batteries, while it was bombarded 
| P 2 | and 


Daria, where they continued till the ſpring, when they 
Enarched back to Livonia. In the mean time ſeven-and- 


he Duke de Richelieu, who was ſent from France to 
ſume that command, on the death of the Duke de 


e nd Picdmonteſe, under General Leutrum. At the ſame 


peans, and about two thouſand natives of that country. 
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e fort of Area- Coupan, at the diſtance of three miles 
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Book and cannonaded by the ſhipping. But the fortifications wer, MVere r 
+ $4 | Il. fo ſtrong, the garriſon ſo numerous, and the engineers q played 
the enemy ſo expert in their profeſſion, that he made ver; Tbeir 


il OMe”; little progreſs, and ſuſtained conſiderable damage. M Miblood!: 
ph length, his army being diminiſhed by fickneſs, and the NCaptai 
1 rainy ſeaſon approaching, he ordered the artillery aui meetir 
Hy ſtores to be re-embarked ; and raiſing the ſiege on the ſixth former 
3 day of October, returned to fort St, David, after having the lat! 
= loſt about a thouſand men in this expedition. In the {ſeulged 
1 ſequel, ſeveral ſhips of his ſquadron, and above tweh of any 
wn hundred ſailors, periſhed in a hurricane. The naval fore ¶ the cot 
1 of Great- Britain was more ſucceſsful in the Weſt- Indie Wnanim 
F it | Rear-Admiral Knowles, with a ſquadron of eight ſhips channe 
4 attacked Fort Louis, on the ſouth ſide of Hiſpaniola, which ment; 
0 after a warm action of three hours was ſurrendered on cap ¶ mercha 
533 tulation, and diſmantled. Then he made an abortir H & X. 
1 attempt upon St. Jago de Cuba, and returned to Jamaica Aix- la- 
fa extremely chagrined at his diſappointment, which he m-WMtreaty, 
| 6 | puted to the miſconduct of Captain Dent, who was tri ſeventh 
£0 in England by a court-martial, and honourably acquitted which! 
„ On N firſt day of October, the ſame admiral cruiſing nphalia t 
1 the neighbourhood of the Havannah, with eight ſhips I contra& 
| hi the line, encountered a Spaniſh ſquadron of nearly tit ſhould | 
11 5 ſame ſtrength, under the command of the Admirals Rego queſts 


and Spinola. The engagement began between two au and Gu 
three o'clock in the afternoon, and continued with inte- Don P. 
vals till eight in the evening, when the enemy retired of his af 
the Havannah, with the loſs of two ſhips ; one of which or his d 
ſtruck tothe Britiſh admiral, and the other was, two do the 
after, ſet on fire by her own commander, that ſhe mig Britain 
not fall into the hands of the Engliſh. Mr. Know treaty, 
taxed ſome of his captains with miſhehaviour, and they Ein Fran 
criminated-on his conduct. On their return to England Cape-F 
a court-martial was the conſequence of their mutual accu-W tannic 
tions. Thoſe who adhered to the commander, and te Indies 
others whom he 1mpeached, were inflamed againſt eie That t 
other with the moſt rancorous reſentment. The adm dip, 


Nimſelf did not ee uncenſured: : two of his captain enjoy 
| LE! wet 


GEORG E I. 


played uncommon courage, was honourably acquitted. 
heir animoſities did not end with the court: martial. A 
Wbloodleſs encounter happened between the admiral and 
captain Powlet: but Captain Innes and Captain Clarke, 
meeting by appointment in Hyde-park with piſtols, the 
former was mortally wounded, and died next morning; 
Sthe latter was tried, and condemned for murther, but in- 


Jof any conſequence happened in the European ſeas, during 


channel by two Engliſh cruiſers, after an obſtinate engage- 
ment; and the privateers took a confiderable number of 
merchant ſhips from the enemy. _ . 

 $RXXXUII. The plenipotentiaries ſtill continued at 
Aix-la-Chapelle, diſcuſſing all the articles of the definitive 
treaty, which was at length concluded and ſigned on the 
ſeventh day of October. It was founded on former treaties, 
which were now expreſsly confirmed, from that of Weſt- 
phalia to the laſt concluded at London and Vienna. The 
| contracting parties agreed, That all priſoners on each fide 
ſnould be mutually releaſed, without ranſom, and all con- 


and Guaſtalla ſhould be ceded as a ſettlement to the Infant 


or his dying without male-iſſue, that they ſhould revert 
to the houſe of Auſtria: That the King of Great- 


In France, as hoſtages, until reſtitution ſhould be made of 


tannick Majeſty ſhould have atchieved in the Eaſt or Weſt- 


E ſhip, ſhould be confirmed for four years, during which the 
emjoyment of that privilege was ſuſpended ſince the com- 


Edulged with his Majeſty's pardon. No naval tranſaction 


the courſe of this ſummer. In January, indeed, the Mag- 
nanime, a French ſhip of the line, was taken in the 


{queſts reſtored : That the duchies of Parma, Placentia, 


Don Philip, and the heirs-male of his body; but in caſe | 
Jof his aſcending the throne of Spain, or of the two Sicilies, 


Britain ſhould, immediately after the ratification of this 
treaty,” ſend two perſons of rank and diſtinction, to reſide 


Indies, before or after the preliminaries were ſigned : 
That the aſſiento contract, with the article of the annual 


mencement 
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Cape-Breton, and all the other conqueſts which his Bri» 


„ 


ere reprimanded : but Captain Holmes, who had diſ- c H A P. 
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mencement of the preſent war: That Dunkirk ſhould e 


main fortified on the land fide, and towards the ſea conti. orth-/ 
nue on the footing of former treaties. All the contracting Wil! the 
powers became guarantees to the King of Pruſſia for the Nended 
duchy of Silefia and the county of Glatz, as he at preſent Wn exch 
poſſeſſed them; and they likewiſe engaged to ſecure the Hing to 2 
Empreſs- Queen of Hungary and Bohemia in poſſeſſion « ied preji 
her hereditary dominions, according to the pragmatick Mlfruits w 
ſanction. The other articles regulated the forms and times ar? 1 
fixed for this mutual reſtitution, as well as for the termins N race u 
tion of hoſtilities in different parts of the world. But the tions, 
right of Engliſh ſubjects to navigate in the American ſeas, Nous ſi 
without being ſubje& to ſearch, was not once mentioned, 8 
though this claim was the original ſource of the difference Len 8 
between Great Britain and Spain: nor were the limits of Patin, f 
Acadia aſcertained. This and all other diſputes were let Nich iner 
to the diſcuſſion of commiſſaries. We have already ob- þ 2 
E tra, or te 
ſerved, that after the troubles of the empire began, the wat It au den 
vas no longer maintained on Britiſh principles. It became Nu on (a 
a continental conteſt, and was proſecuted on the fide of chance 
the allies without conduct, ſpirit, or unanimity. In the = 
Netherlands they were outnumbered and outwitted by the = fro 
enemy. They never hazarded a battle without ſuſtaining a ons and 
defeat. Their vaſt armies, paid by Great-Britain, lay in- Fired thou 
active, and beheld one fortreſs reduced after another, until 3 FF 


the whole country was ſubdued ; and as their general 
fought their plenipotentiaries negociated. At a time 


when their affairs began to wear the moſt promiſing aſpect; 
when the arrival of the Ruſſian auxiliaries would have 


ſecured an undoubted ſuperiority in the field; when the 


Britiſh fleets had trampled on the naval power of France 


and Spain, intercepted their ſupplies of treaſure, and cut 


off all their reſources of commerce ; the Britiſh miniſters 
ſeemed to treat, without the leaſt regard to the honour and 


advantage of their country. They left their moſt valuable 


and neceſſary rights of trade unowned and undecided: 
they ſubſcribed to the inſolent demand of ſending the noble 


ot the realm to grace the court, and adorn the triumphs 


\ 


6 © 0 RR GE; 


North-America, of more conſequence to her traffick than 
ll the other dominions for which the powers at war con- 


ended; they gave up the important iſle of Cape-Breton, 
nt b In exchange for a petty factory in the Eaſt-Indies, belong- 
he ing to a private company, whoſe exiſtence had been deem 


3 d prejudicial to the commonwealth. What then were the 
: Pute which Britain reaped from this long and deſperate 
Var? A dreadful expenſe of blood and and treaſure“, diſ- 


les 
. race upon diſgrace, an additional load of grievous impo- 
he tions, and the national debt accumulated to the enor- 


mous ſum of eighty millions ſterling. 


I * Such an expenſive war could not be maintained without a very extra- 


es 3 exertion of a commercial ſpirit : accordingly, we find that Great- 
of WTritain, fince the death of King William, has riſen under her preſſures 
elt ; with increaſed vigour and perſeverance, Whether it be owing to the natu- 
k al progreſſion of trade extending itſelf from its origin to its acme or ne plus 


tra, or to the encouragement given by the adminiſtration to moneyed men 
pf all denominations ; or to neceſſity, impelling thoſe who can no longer 


ne ſive on ſmall incomes to riſque their capitals in traffick, that they may have 
of chance for bettering their fortunes ; or, laſtly, to a concurrence of all 
he "mn cauſes; certain it is, the national exports and imports have been 


Nous and an half, which was a yearly increaſe on the medium, of five hun- 


L Enicle, the reader will conceive 'the eee extent and ee 
e Britiſh commerce. | 


J be her enemy : and they tamely gave up her conqueſts in & 6" P, 


2 W:nvbly increaſing for theſe forty years: the yearly medium of woolen ex- 
ports, from the year 1738 to 1743 incluſive, amounted to about three mil- N 


bed thouſand pounds above the medium from 1718 to 1724. From this 
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CHAPTER I. 


I. Refleftions on the peace. 5 II. The Prince of Wales's 
f adberents join the oppoſition. J III. CHaracter of the mi- 
E 11/fry. . HIV. Seſſion opened. & V. Debate on the addreſs. 
Ed VI. Supplies granted. { VII. Exorbitant demand of the 
Empreſo- Queen oppoſed, S VIII. Violent conteſt concerning 
the ſeamen s bill. Y IX. Objections to the mutiny bill. 
X. Bill for limiting the term of a ſoldier's ſervice. 
XI. Meaſures taken with reſpect to the African trade. 
XII. Scheme for improving the Britiſh fiſhery. & XIII. 
| Attempt to open the commerce to Hudſin's- Bay. S XIV. 
Plan for manning the navy. & XV. Fruitleſs motions made 
be oppoſition. & XVI. Severities exerciſed upon ſome 
C udents at Oxford. & XVII. Duke of Newcaſtle choſen 
chancellor of the uni verſity of Cambridge. XVIII. Tu- 
nults in different parts of the kingdom. & XIX. Scheme 
© for a ſettlement in Nova-Scotia. & XX. Town of Hallifax 
We funded. $ XXI. French attempt to ſettle the iſland of 
| Tobago, $ XXII. Rejoicings for the peace of Aix-la-Cha- 
belle. XXIII. Pretender's eldeſt ſon arreſted at Paris. 
N XXIV. Appearance of a rupture between Ruſſia and 
| Sweden. & XXV. Interpoſition of the King of Pruſſia- 
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in England. & XXX. Seſſion opened. N XXXI. Subj 
of debate. N XXXII. Scheme for reducing the inter} i 
the national debt. & XXXIII. Act paſſed for that purpiſ. 

g XXXIV. New mutiny- bill. & XXXV. Bull for « 
couraging the importation of iron from America. \ XXXVI 
Erection of the Britiſh herring fiſhery. & XXXVII. Nm 
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fever at the ſeſſion in the Old-Bailey. $ XLI. Diſput 
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Oppoſition of the King of Pruſſia. $ XLIV. Diſputs 
with the French about the limits of Nova- Scotia. & XLN. 
Treaty with Spain. & XL VI. Seſſion opened. XL VI. 
Debate on the addreſs. & XL VIII. Supplies grantil 
S XLIX. Death and character of the Prince of Mal. 
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upon a paper intituled Conſtitutional Queries. LI 
Proceedings of the Commons on the Wiſtminſter electin. 
$LIV. Mr. Murray ſent priſoner to Newgate. Y LN. 
Seſſton cloſed. Stile altered. | PD 
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III. 1 or inglorious it might appear to thoſe few wiv 
wr underſtood the intereſts, and felt for the honour of thei! 
2 country, was nevertheleſs not unwelcome to the nation 
in general. The Britiſh miniſtry will always find it more 

_ difficult to ſatisfy the people at the end of a ſucceßfi 
campaign, than at the concluſion of an unfortunate va. 


The Engliſh are impatient of miſcarriage and diſappoint: Miered th 
ment, and too apt to be intoxicated with victory. A , the: 
this period they were tired of the burthens, and fick ol Ppoſed 


the diſgraces, to which they had been expoſed in the courk: 


of ſeven tedious campaigns. They had ſuffered _ 
OY derable 


pits, Le 
iter, 
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Which was the ſource of their national opulence and 
Per: they knew it would neceſſarily be clogged with 
Wiitional duties, for the maintenance of a continental 
n and the ſupport of foreign ſubſidiariesz and they 


gew very faint preſages of future ſucceſs either from the 


ES 


22 and 


. To a people influenced by theſe conſiderations, the 
ſtoration of a free trade, the reſpite from that anxiety and 
ſpenſe which the proſecution of a war never fails to en- 


Suraging reſtraint and oppreſſive impoſitions, were ad- 
Intages that ſweetened the bitter draught of a diſhonour- 
le treaty, and induced the majority of the nation to 


t even with ſome degree of ſatisfaction and applauſe. ' 


ſix-la-Chapelle the armies were broke up: the allies in 


neliſh forces were re-embarked for their own country. 
[is Britannick Majeſty returned from his German domi- 
hons in November, having landed near Margate, in Kent, 
ter a dangerous paſſage ; and on the twenty-ninth of the 
me month he opened the ſeſſion of parliament. By this 
ethe miſunderſtanding between the two firſt perſonages 
| the royal family had been increaſed by a freſh acceſſion 
WT matter. The Prince of Wales had held a court of 
Ennary, in quality of Duke of Cornwall; and revived 


(cred them as an intereſt wholly dependent on the crown; 


Ppoled by the whole weight of the miniſtry. His adhe- 
its, reſenting theſe hoſtilities as an injury to their royal 


oppoſition 


Induct of their allies, or the capacity of their command- 
nder, and the proſpect of a ſpeedy deliverance from diſ- 


Equicſce in the peace, not barely without murmuring, 


U. Immediately after the exchange of ratiſications at 


Ine claims attached to that dignity, which, had they 
en admitted, would have greatly augmented his influ- 
dee among the Corniſh boroughs. Theſe efforts rouſed 
r jcalouſy of the adminiſtration, which had always con- 


Ne, therefore, the pretenſions of his royal highneſs were 


laſter, immediately joined the remnant of the former 
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je Netherlands withdrew their ſeveral proportions of 
pops ; the French began to evacuate Flanders; and the 
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_ orator of middling abilities, who harangued upon 4 
ſubjects indiſcriminately, and ſupplied with confident 
what he wanted in capacity: he had been at ſome pan 


chief ſpring, which, in ſecret, actuated the deliberatio 


rhe diſtinguiſhed votaries of wit, eloquence, and politic 
ambition. There he was cultivated and admired fort! 


by the private advice of this nobleman we ſhall not pft 


miniſtry propagated a report, that he was the dictator d 
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oppoſition in parliament, and reſolved to counter de mea 
the miniſterial meaſures that ſhould fall under their c ppecio 
nizance; at leaſt, they determined to ſeiſe every o crown 
tunity of thwarting the ſervants of the crown, in e uate t 
ſcheme or propoſal that had not an evident tenden timent 
the advantage of the nation. This band of auxilat an a re- 
was headed by the Earl of E—t, Dr. Lee, and Mr. N-ſnnot b 
The firſt poſſeſſed a ſpecies of eloquence rather plauſiiHnſure a 
than powerful: he ſpoke with fluency and fire: his phi III. 
was bold and enterpriſing, his apprehenſion quick, and eſe ne 
repartee ſevere. Dr. Lee was a man of extenſive erudii l gre? 
and irreproachable morals, particularly verſed in the d Hility th 
law, which he profeſſed, and perfectly well acquaintiſſm, wh 
with the conſtitution of his country. Mr. N—t was h eſte 
a ſinc 
ated in 
Peaſure 
| to hir 
tt ame 
Ported b. 
mong \ 
d Mr. 
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to ſtudy the buſineſs of the Houſe, as well as to underſta 
the machine of government; and was tolerably well hear 
as he generally ſpoke with an appearance of good- humoi 
and hazarded every whimfical idea, as it roſe in his imag 
nation. But Lord Bolingbroke is ſaid to have been ti 


of the Prince's court. That nobleman, ſeemingly 
queſtered from the tumults of a publick life, reſided 
Batterſea, where he was viſited like a ſainted ſhrine by al 


elegance of his manners, and the charms of his cont 
lation. The Prince's curiofity was firſt captivated by hi 
character, and his eſteem was afterwards ſecured by f 
irreſiſtible addreſs of that extraordinary perſonage, 
continued in a regular progreffion to infinuate himſcli il 
farther and farther into the good graces of his royal patio 
How far the conduct of his royal highneſs was influenot 


tend to determine: but, certain it is, the friends of th 


thoſ 


0 ED R070 


W ſpccious pretext of attachment to the heir apparent of 
W. crown, he concealed his real aim, which was to per- 
ate the breach in the royal family. Whatever his 
ments and motives might have been, this was no other 
an a revival of the old miniſterial clamour, that a man 
not be well affe cted to the King, if he pretends to 
nſure any meaſure of the adminiſtration. 
£6 11, The weight which the oppoſition derived from 


Gill greatly overbalanced by the power, influence, and 
ility that ſuſtained every miniſterial project. Mr. Pel- 

Em, who chiefly managed the helm of affairs, was gene- 
I eſteemed as a man of honeſty and candour, actuated 
a fincere love for his country, though he had been edu- 
ated in erroneous principles of government, and in ſome 


| to him by inheritance. At this time he numbered Mr: 


ſorted by many other individuals of diſtinguiſhed abilities; 
mong whom the firſt place, in point of genius, was due 
d Mr. M. who executed the office of ſolicitor-general. 
his gentleman, the ſon of a noble family in North Bri- 
Win, had raiſed himſelf to great eminence at the bar, by 


Þ ſeiſe every object at firſt glance, an innate ſagacity, that 
ved the trouble of intenſe application, and an irreſiſtible 
lream of eloquence, that flowed pure and claſſical, ſtrong 
Ind copious, reflecting, in the moſt conſpicuous point of 
ew, the ſubjects over which it rolled, and ſweeping before 
all the lime of formal heſitation, and all the entangling 


fre not ſo implicitly attached to the firſt miniſter as to 
cquieſce in all his plans, and dedicate their time and 
alents to the ſupport of every court-meaſure indiſcrimi- 
ately. This was one material point in which Mr. Pel- 
m deviated from the maxims of his predeceſſor, who 
emitted of no contradiction from any of his adherents or 


1 n meaſures which the Prince adopted; and that, under C H a p. 


deſe new confederates in the Houſe of Commons was 


Peaſure obliged to proſecute a fatal ſyſtem, which deſcend- 


tt among his fellow-miniſters, and was moreover ſup- 


moſt keen intuitive ſpirit of apprehenſion, that ſeemed 


reeds of chicanery. Yet, the ſervants of the crown 
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Q f 7 ofe meaſures which the Prince adopted ; and that, under C HAP, 


e ſpecious pretext of attachment to the heir apparent of 
bone crown, he concealed his real aim, which was to per- 
en tuate the breach in the royal family. Whatever his 
yu ntiments and motives might have been, this was no other 
iat an a revival of the old miniſterial clamour, that a man 
\— ME nnot be well affeted to the King, if he pretends to 
ulli nfure any meaſure of the adminiſtration. 

pi $ II. The weight which the oppoſition derived from 


ah eſe new confederates in the Houſe of Commons was 


I greatly overbalanced by the power, influence, and 
c ty that ſuſtained every miniſterial project. Mr. Pel- 
indem, who chiefly managed the helm of affairs, was gene- 
1 ally eſteemed as a man of honeſty and candour, actuated 
n a fincere love for his country, though he had been edu- 


dene gated in erroneous principles of government, and in ſome 


rain}{ſſþeaſure obliged to proſecute a fatal ſyſtem, which deſcend- 
(and to him by inheritance. At this time he numbered Mrz 
eau itt among his fellow-miniſters, and was moreover ſup- 
mou orted by many other individuals of diſtinguiſhed abilities; 
mag mong whom the firſt place, in point of genius, was due 
n tho Mr. M. who executed the office of ſolicitor-general. 
ion his gentleman, the ſon of a noble family in North Bri- 
ly ll ain, had raiſed himſelf to great eminence at the bar, by 
ed moſt keen intuitive ſpirit of apprehenſion, that ſeemed 
by i ſeiſe every object at firſt glance, an innate ſagacity, that 
lite red the trouble of intenſe application, and an irreſiſtible 
or ta tream of eloquence, that flowed pure and claſſical, ſtrong 
vero copious, reflecting, in the moſt conſpicuous point of 
ee, the ſubjects over which it rolled, and ſweeping before 
t all the ſlime of formal heſitation, and all the entangling 


ue eeds of chicanery. Yet, the ſervants of the crown 


li ere not ſo implicitly attached to the firſt miniſter as to 


uro cquieſce in all his plans, and dedicate their time and 


ence0Walents to the ſupport of every court-meaſure indiſcrimi- 
 Peatcly. This was one material point in which Mr. Pel- 
of than deviated from the maxims of his predeceſſor, who 


tho ellis 


or zamitted of no contradiction from any of his adherents or 
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Book fellow-ſervants, but infiſted on ſacrificing their whole 2 
5 J ception and faculties to his conduct and diſpoſal. Th, 
* 1743. ſordid deference to a miniſter no longer characteriſed th 
ſubordinate inſtruments of the adminiſtration. It was ng 

unuſual to ſee the great officers of the government divided 

in a parliamentary debate, and to hear the ſecretary x 


b pbſerved 
Inglorio 
Hation! 
ul, ind: 


war oppoſing with great vehemence a clauſe ſuggeſted y _ gull 
the chancellor of the Exchequer. After all, if we cool OA 
WY conſider thoſe arguments which have been bandied abou; ws 1 : 
N . and retorted with ſuch eagerneſs and acrimony in em 
FF Houſe of Commons, and diveſt them of thoſe pafſionat ind tha 


Mhrown: 
did not 
riginal 
demonſ 


tropes and declamatory metaphors which the ſpirit a 
oppoſition alone had produced, we ſhall find very litie 
left for the ſubje& of diſpute, and ſometimes be puzzle 
to diſcover any material ſource of diſagreement. 


1 | | S IV. In the month of November his Majeſty openc * mak. 
Fa: the ſeſſion of parliament with a ſpeech, acquainting them, o wi 
; That the definitive treaty of peace was at length fined i 2 

. by all the parties concerned: That he had made the mol PSS 
. effectual proviſion for ſecuring the rights and intereſts of nn 

| his own ſubjects; and procured for his allies the beſt con- proved 


That t! 
neutral 
have be 
ſcale, e 
mot ha\ 
That 


nation: 


ditions, which, in the preſent ſituation of affairs, could 
be obtained. He ſaid he had found a general good diſpo- 
fition in all parties to bring the negociation to a happy 
concluſion; and obſerved, that we might promiſe our- 
ſelves a long enjoyment of the bleſſings of peace. Finally, 
after having remarked that times of tranquillity were the 
proper ſeaſons for leſſening the national debt, and ſtrength- 


lt ening the kingdom againſt future events, he recommended pruned 
8 to the Commons the improvement of the public revenue, i" the 
ot the maintenance of a conſiderable naval force, the ad- Lleſpait 
1 vancement of commerce, and the cultivation of the arts of ee 
Wi: peace. This ſpeech, as uſual, was echoed back by an ad- thi; 


dreſs to the throne from both Houſes, containing general 
expreſſions of the warmeſt loyalty and gratitude to bis 
Majeſty, and implying the moſt perfect ſatis faction and 
| acquieſcence in the articles of the treaty of Aix-la- Chi- 
pelle. | ; 
V. 


Puneſta 
vas ar 
C Britai! 
Ito be 


. 
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Eiftom, cavilled at the nature of this addreſs. They 
Pbſerved, that the late pacification was the worſt and moſt 
Inglorious of all the bad treaties to which the Engliſh 
Pation had ever ſubſcribed : that it was equally diſgrace- 
ul, indefinite, and abſurd : They ſaid the Britiſh navy 
ad gained ſuch an aſcendancy over the French at ſea, 
hat the ſources of their wealth were already choaked up; 


arms in the Low-Countries till the arrival of the Ruſſians ; 
End that the acceſſion of theſe auxiliaries would have 
Furown the ſuperiority into the ſcale of the allies. They 


riginal object of the war was left wholly undecided ; and 
emonſtrated the abſurdity of their promiſing, in the addreſs, 
to make good ſuch engagements as his Majeſty had entered 
Into with his allies, before they knew what thoſe engage- 
ments were. In anſwer to theſe objections, the miniſters 
beplied, That the peace was in itſelf rather better than 
could be expected; and that the ſmalleſt delay might have 
proved fatal to the liberties of Europe. They affirmed, 
That the Dutch were upon the point of concluding a 
eutrality, in conſequence of which their troops would 


i not have rendered it a match for the enemy. They aſſerted, 
Fes That if the war had been prolonged another year, the 
1. National credit of Great Britain muſt have been entirely 
4 uned, many of the publick funds having ſunk below par 


(deſpair of ſeeing the money paid in on the new ſubſcription. 


Bot Nova Scotia, and the right of navigating without 
x (arch in the American ſeas, which right had been leit 
is vneſtabliſned in the treaty, they declared, That the firſt 


hat the ſiege of Maeſtricht would have employed their 


did not fail to take notice, that the moſt important and 


have been withdrawn from the allied army ; and, in that. 
caſe, even the addition of the Ruſſian auxiliaries would 


in the preceding ſeaſon, ſo that the miniſtry had begun to 


With reſpe& to the reſtoration of Cape Breton, the limits 


Was an unneceſſary expenſe, of no conſequence to Great- | 
Britain ; and that the other two were points in diſpute, 
to be amicably ſettled in private conferences by commiſ- 
3 5 5 ſaries: 
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eſtabliſhed four points of conſideration in their delibers 


for the ſucceſs of the war; for diſcharging debts cov 


Duke of Brunſwick ; the like ſum to the Landgrave d 


imburſed the ſum of ten thouſand pounds, extorted f 
that corpgration by the ſon of the Pretender, during tit 
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ſaries duly authorized; but by no means s articles ona No 
eſtabliſned by a general treaty. ? W-ryices 

VI. What the oppoſition wanted in ſtrength ion 
endeayoured to make up with ſpirit and perſeveram ¶ance a 
Every miniſterial motion and meaſure was canvaſſu Pounds 
ſifted, and decried with uncommon art and vivacity : Meg tha 
all this little availed againſt the ſingle article of ſupem hree + 
numbers; and accordingly this was the ſource of cena hirty-t 
triumph in all debates in which the ſervants of tW-cuire: 


crown were united. The nation had reaſon to exped hole 


immediate mitigation in the article of annual expeniium at 
conſidering the number of troops and ſhips of war wii nent a; 
had been reduced at the ratification of the treaty : num, 
they were diſagreeably undeceived in finding themſeh he pot 
again loaded with very extraordinary 1mpoſitions, for toc on | 
payment of a vaſt debt which government had contrade 
in the courſe, of the war, notwithſtanding the incredi 
aids granted. by parliament, The committee of ſupſſ 


o be cl 
Per of 


tions concerning the ſums neceſſary to be raiſed, name) 


for fulfilling the engagements which the parliament ha ; n 


entered into with his Majeſty, and the ſervices undertake 
Fexorbit 
tracted by government; for making good deficiencies ; an = 
for defraying the current expenſe of the year. It appear dad er 
that the nation owed four · and- forty thouſand pounds vi TR 
the EleQor of Bavaria; aboye thirty thouſand to ti ) this 
3 tch 
Heſſe - Caſſel; and near nine thouſand pounds to the Elec 1 
of Mentz. The Queen of Hungary claimed an arrears 
one hundred thouſand pounds. The city of Che 
in North- Britain, preſented a petition, praying to be n 


rebellion. One hundred and twelve thouſand pound 
were owing to the forces in North-America and the Bal 
Indies; befides near half a million due on extraordina] 
expenſe incurred by the land- forces in America, F landes 
e ; 


G E O R G E II. 


rvices of the laſt year, to which the parliamentary pro- 
1 on did not extend. The remaining debt of the Ord- 
Vance amounted to above two hundred and thirty thouſand 
Pounds: but the navy-bills could not be diſcharged for 
Wcſs than four millions. An addition of two millions 
Ehree hundred and ſeventy-four thouſand three hundred 


Fcquired for the current ſervice of the year. In a word, the 
Whole annual ſupply exceeded eight millions ſterling—a 
Jum at which the whole nation expreſſed equal aſtoniſh- 
ment and diſguſt. It was charged upon the duties on malt, 
um, cyder, and perry, the land- tax at four ſhillings in 
the pound, annuities on the ſinking fund, an application 
gone million from that depoſit, and a Iban of the like ſum 


ad fiſty-ſeven, including guards and garriſons. 
8 5 VII. Every article of expenſe, however, was warmly 


the Queen of Hungary, which was deemed unreaſonably 
Wexorbitant and rapacious, conſidering the ſeas of blood 


bis nation had ſome reaſon to complain of an indulgence 
o this nature, granted to a power which they had literally 


. iliaries fighting her battles at their own expenſe; while 
he ſquandered away, in the idle pageantry of barbarous 


8 portion of the war. The leaders of the oppoſition ne- 
I potted no opportunity of embittering the triumpks of 
Vor. III. Q-- 5 their 


hirty- three pounds fifteen ſhillings and two pence was alſo 


Ko be charged on the firſt aids of next ſeſſion. The num- 
Wer of ſeamen was reduced to ſeventeen thouſand, and 
That of the land forces to eighteen thouſand eight hundred 


Wiſputed by the anti-courtiers ; eſpecially the demand of 


Wwhich we had ſhed, and the immenſity of treaſure we 
had cxhauſted for her benefit: and ſurely the ſubjects of 


% ſnatched from the brink of ruin—a power whoſe quarrel 
„ an had eſpouſed with a degree of enthuſiaſm that did 
much more honour to their gallantry than to their diſere- 
„tion -a power that kept aloof, with a ſtatelineſs of pride 
Wpcculiar to herſelf and family, and beheld her Britiſh aux- 


nagnificence, thoſe ample ſubſidies which they advanced 
In order to maintain her armies, and furniſh out her pro- 
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BOOK their adverſaries: they inveighed againſt the extravagang 


3 of granting fixteen thouſand pounds for the pay of gene. 1 _ 
* ral and ſtaff officers during a peace that required no ſuch / 


ch par 
ious to 
d 6 avy- | 
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eſtabliſhment, eſpecially at a juncture when the nation 
incumbrances rendered it abſolutely neceſſary to praddiſ 
every expedient of c my. They even combated the 
requeſt of the city of Glaſgow to be indemni fied for the 
extraordinary exaction it underwent from the rehelz 
though it appeared, from unqueſtionable evidence, that 
this cxttaordinary contribution was exacted on account of 
that city” s peculiar attachment to the reigning family: 
that it had always invariably adhered to Revolution prin- 
ciples ; and, with an unequalled ſpirit of loyalty and zei 
for the proteſtant ſucceſſion, diſtinguiſhed itfelf both in 
the laſt and preceding rebellion. 
$ VIII. But the moſt violent conteſt aroſe on certain 
regulations which the miniſtry wanted to eſtabliſh in two 
bills, relating to the ſea and land ſerviee. The firſt, un- 
der the title of a bill for amending, explaining, and re- 
ducing into one act of parliament the laws relating to 
the navy, was calculated ſolely with a view of ſubjecting 
half-pay officers to martial law—a deſign which not only 
furniſhed the oppoſition with a plauſible handle for accu: 
„ ing the miniſters, as intending to encroach upon the con- 
3 0 ſtitution, in order to extend the influence of the crown; 
1 but alſo alarmed the ſea-officers to ſuch a degree, that 
1M they aſſembled to a conſiderable number, with a view to 
5 deliberate upon the proper means for defending their priv- 
5 leges and liberties from invafion. The reſult of their con- 
ſultations was a petition to the Houſe of Commons, ſub- 
| * ſcribed by three admirals and forty-ſeven captains, not mem. 
eu bers of parliament, repreſenting, That the bill in agitation 
| contained ſeveral clauſes tending tothe injury and diſnonour 
of all naval officers, as well as to the detriment of his Ma 
| jeſty's ſervice ; and that the laws already in force had been « 5 
always found effectual for ſecuring the ſervice of officers on by 
 half-pay, upon the moſt preſſing occaſions : they, therefore, Wi 1 


hoped, that they mould not be ſubje cted to new w hardſup 
an 


Wo aſc 


E ORG E IL 


i before the committee of the whole Houſe, touching 
och parts of the bill as they apprehended would be inju- 
Bous to themſelves and the other officers of his Majeſty's 
Kavy. This petition was preſented to the Houſe by Sir 
John Norris, and the motion for its being read was ſe- 
bonded by Sir Peter Warren, whoſe character was uni- 
ferſally eſteemed and beloved in the nation. This meaſure 
bad like to have produced very ſerious conſequences. Many 
Rommanders and ſubalterns had repaired to the Admiralty, 


Fons in caſe the bill ſhould paſs into a law; and a general 
ferment was begun among all the ſubordinate members of 


the navy. A motion was made, That the petitioners, 
Pecording to their requeſt, ſhould be heard by their coun- 


konfiding in his own ſtrength, re-enforced by the abili- 
Mics of Mr. Pitt, Mr. Lyttelton, and Mr. Fox, the ſe- 
Eretary of war, ſtrenuoufly oppoſed the motion, which, 
pon a diviſion, was thrown out by a great majority. 


Wcbated with great warmth ; and though Mr. Pelham had, 
With the moſt difintereſted air of candour, repeatedly de- 


Bdherents, but that which might ariſe from reaſon unre- 


Pe expected from the moſt implicit complaiſance. Some 


ere offered, particularly of that which impoſed an oath 


j ſuch tribunal, This was conſidered as a ſanction under 
Ns of injuſtice and oppreſſion, which even parliament 


aſcertain the truth, eternally ſealed up by this abſurd 
| | Q 2 obligation. 


Ind threatened, in plain terms, to throw up their commiſ- 


fel; and this propoſal was ſtrongly urged by the firſt ora- 
Rors of the antiminiſterial aſſociation ; but the miniſter, 


The ſeveral articles of the bill were afterwards ſeparately 


flared that he required no ſupport, even from his own 


trained, and full conviction, he, on this occaſion, reaped 
Bll the fruit from their zeal and attachment which could 


Plauſible amendments of the moſt exceptionable clauſes 


p pon the members of every court-martial, that they ſhould 
Wot, on any account, diſcloſe the opinions or tranſactions of 


Phich any court-martial might commit the moſt flagrant 


Wſclf could not redreſs, becauſe it would be impoſſible 
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Ind diſcouragements ; and begged to be heard by their coun- © H AP. 


N r has 
— 


HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 


obligation. The amendment propoſed was, that th F be 
member of a court-martial might reveal the tranſaQinM 
| and opinions of it, in all caſes wherein the courts of H lany 
Fk tice, as the law now ſtands, have a right to e ; Hottec 
BY required thereto by either Houſe of parliament : a ents 
| reaſonable mitigation, which, however, was rejected Mentir 
the majority. Neverthelefs, the ſuſpicion of an intendellſ&crous 
15 encroachment had raiſed ſuch a clamour without doof the 
| and diffuſed the odium of this meaſure ſo generally, ti etaini 
the miniſter thought proper to drop the projected articehis in 
of war, ſubjecting the reformed officers of the navy to thſequen 
juriſdictions of courts- martial; and the bill being his tir 
ſoftened in other particulars, during its paſſage throuvlMigour 
the Upper Houſe, at length received the royal aſſent. l his 
$ IX. The flame which this act had kindled waliilauſc 
rather increaſed than abated on the appearance of a nevſMiſcipli 
mutiny-bill, replete with divers innovations, tending» N onſeq 
| augment the influence of the crown, as well as the auth-Wrhich 
ws rity and power of a military juriſdiction. All the arti ion t 
„ of war eſtabliſned ſince the reign of Charles the Seco pon 


G 2 2 
— FE: 


_ 
ä — — 


Engliſh conſtitution towards the eſtabliſhment of a m- | ( wart 
- litary dominion. By this new bill a power was veſted in | virti 
any commander in chief to reviſe and correct any Md , of E 
ſentence. of a court-martial, by which the member" to th 
„ of ſuch a court, correſponding with the nature of? oft 
0 ko FSi; jury, were rendered abſolutely uſeleſs, and the con F be 
3 mander in a great meaſure abſolute; for he had not onl [ 
1 the power of ſummoning ſuch officers as he might choos 
1 to ſit on any trial, a prerogative unknown to any cin 
court of judicature: but he was alſo at liberty torr 
view and alter the ſentence ; fo that a man was» 
ject to two trials for the ſame offence, and the commande 
in chief was judge both of the guilt and the puniſhmen- 
By the final clauſe of this bill, martial law was extend 


to all officers on half-pay ; and the ane e os 
7 


11 were ſubmitted to the inſpection of the Commons; and! the 
5 in theſe appeared a gradual ſpirit of encroachment, almaf Fat tl 
„ imperceptibly deviating from the civil inſtitutes of te muſl 
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th F been 00 int this article i in the navy-bill were c H AP. 


ton . or repeated and re- enforced with redoubled fervour. 
1 : any reaſons were offered to prove that the half-pay was 
5 lotted as a recompenſe for paſt ſervice; and the oppo- 
ven ents of the bill affirmed, that ſuch an article, by aug- 
d enting the dependents of the crown, might be very dan- 
ende erous to the conſtitution. On the other hand, the partiſans 
Joon WR the miniſtry aſſerted that the half-pay was granted as a 


tha etaining fee: and that originally all thoſe who enjoyed 
tic bis indulgence were deemed to be in actual ſervice, con- 


0 the Fquently ſubject to martial law. Mr. Pitt, who at 
g all 
ug igour of integrity unknown to the moſt diſintereſted of 
t. il his predeceſſors in that department, eſpouſed the 
u lauſe in diſpute, as a neceſſary extenſion of military 


 neo}Biſcipline, which could never be attended with any bad 


ng oWonſequence to the liberty of the nation. The remarks 
tho rhich he made on this occaſion implied an opi- 
ticgrion that our liberties wholly exiſted in dependence 


con vpon the direction of the ſovereign, and the virtue 
an E army. To that virtue (ſaid he) we truſt even 
mob at this hour, ſmall as our army is—to that virtue we 


the muſt have truſted, had this bill been modelled as its 
m warmeſt oppoſers could have wiſhed ; and without this 
ed in virtue, ſhould the Lords, the Commons, and the people 
i of England entrench themſelves behind parchment up 
ben | to the teeth, the ſword will find a paſſage to the vitals 


of | of the conſtitution.” All the diſputed articles of the 
F being ſuſtained on the ſhoulders of a great majority, 
it was conveyed to the Upper Houſe, where it excited 


another violent conteſt. Upon the queſtion whether 
che judges were conſulted and divided in their ſentiments. 
id not extend to reformed officers ; and opened all the 
Wwhich was urged of ſeven officers on half-pay, who, 


a 


hat 1715, 


his time exerciſed the office of paymaſter-general with a 


Wolhcers on halt-pay had not been ſubje to martial law, 


W fluices of his ancient eloquence. He admitted a caſe 


J Wcing taken in actual rebellion at Preſton, in the year 


p 


17485 


be Earl of Bath declared his opinion, that martial lac 
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B O O K 1715, had been executed on the ſpot by martial law, in 


| III. 


3748, 


and preciſion, between a ſtep which had been precipi- 
tately taken in a violent crifis, when the publick was 


oppoſition. 


conſequence of the King's expreſs order. He candidy 


owned, that he himſelf was ſecretary at war at tha 
period: that he had approved of this order, and even 
tranſmitted it to General Carpenter, who commanded at 
Preſton ; but now his opinion was entirely changed. He 
obſerved, that when the forementioned rebellion firſt broke 
out, the Houſe preſented an addreſs to the King, defiring 
his Majeſty would be pleaſed to employ all half-pay 
officers, and gratify them with whole pay; and, indeed, 
all ſuch, officers were voted on whole pay, by the Hooſ: of 
Commons. They were afterwards appriſed of this vote, 
by an advertiſement i in the Gazette, and ordered to hold 
themſelves in readineſs to repair to ſuch places as ſhould 
be appointed; and finally commanded to repair by ſuch a 
day to thoſe places, on pain of being ſtruck off the halt 
Pay lift, Theſe precautions would have been unneceſſaty, 
had they been deemed ſubje& to martial law ; and the 
penalty for non-obedience would not have been merely a 
privation of their penſions, but they would have fallen 
under the puniſhment of death, as deſerters from the 
ſervice. His lordſhip diftinenithed, with great propriety 


heated with apprehenſion and reſentment, and a ſolemn 
law concerted at leiſure, during the moſt profound tran- 
quillity. Notwithſtanding the ſpirited oppoſition of this 
nobleman, and ſome attempts to inſert additional clauſes, 
the bill, having undergone a few inconſiderable amend- 
ments, Paſſed by a very conſiderable majority. 

X. Immediately after the mutiny bill had aſſed the 
Lower Houſe, - another fruitleſs effort was made by the 
The danger of a ſtanding army, on whoſe 
yirtue the conſtitution of Great-Britain ſeemed to depend, 
did not fail to alarm the minds of many who were zealouſly 
attached to the liberties of their country, and gave birth 
to a ſcheme, which, if executed, would have enabled the 


legiſlature to eſtabliſh a militia that muſt have anſwered | 
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wark againſt the exceſſes and ambition of a military ſtand- 
ing force, under the immediate influence of government. 
The ſcheme which patriotiſm conceived was, in all proba- 
bility, adopted by party. A bill was brought in, limiting 
the time beyond which no ſoldier, or non-commiſſioned 


Had this limitation taken place, ſuch a rotation of ſoldiers 
would have enſued among the common people, that in a 
few years every peaſant, labourer, and inferior tradeſman 
in the kingdom would have underſtood the exerciſe of 
arms: and perhaps the people in general would have con- 
cluded that a ſtanding army was altogether unneceſſary. 
A project of this nature could not, for obvious reaſons, be 
agreeable to the adminiſtration, and therefore the bill was 


rendered abortive; for, after having been twice read, it was 


poſtponed from time to time, till the parliament was pro- 
rogued, and never appeared in the ſequel. Such were the 
chief ſubjeQs of debate between the miniſtry and the op- 
poſition, compoſed, as we have already obſerved, of the 
Prince's ſervants and the remains of the country party, 
this laſt being headed by Lord Strange, ſon of the Earl of 
Derby, and Sir Francis Daſhwood ; the former a noble- 
man of diſtinguiſhed abilities, keen, penetrating, eloquent, 
and ſagacious; the other frank, ſpirited, and ſenfible. 


ſures with a high hand, they ſeemed earneſtly deſirous of 


ment. One of the principal objects of this nature which 
fell under their cognizance, was the trade to the coaſt of 


This was originally monopoliſed by a joint-ſtock com- 
pany, which had from time to time derived conſiderable 


ſums from the legiſlature, for enabling them the better to. 


ſupport 


officer, ſhould be compelled to continue in the ſervice. 


§ XI. It muſt be owned, however, for the honour of 
the miniſtry, that, if they carried a few unpopular mea- 


making amends to the nation, by promoting divers regu- 
lations for the benefit and improvement of commerce, 
which actually took place in the enſuing ſeſſion of parlia- 


Guinea; a very important branch of traffick, whether 
conſidered as a market for Britiſh manufactures, or as the 
ſource that ſupplied the Engliſh plantations with negroes, 
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tereſted in the trade to Africa and the Britiſh plantations 
in America, petitioned the Houſe, that as the African trade 


ing this valuable branch of commerce. A fourth was 


- the ſecurity and protection of the trade to Africa muſt 
always principally depend upon his Majeſt ;'s ſhips of war 


private intereſt always had been, and ever would be, found 
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facilitate the commerce and protect the merchants. In the 
ſequel, however, the excluſive privilege having been 
judged prejudicial to the national trade, the coaſt was laid 
open to all Britiſh ſubjects indiſcriminately, on condition 
of their paying a certain duty towards defraying the ex- 
penſe of the forts and faQtories. This expedient did not 


anſwer the purpoſes for which it had been contrived. Milſhould be 
The ſeparate traders, inſtead of receiving any benefit iſemonſtran 
from the protection of the company, induſtriouſly avoided om the m: 
their caſtles, as the receptacles of tyranny and oppreſſion. e ſociety 


The company, whether from the miſcondu& or knavery MWiitol. A 
of their directors, contracted ſuch a load of debts as their pointed t 
ſtock was unable to diſcharge. They ſeemed to neglect rain reſo 
the traffick, and allowed the caſtles to decay. In a word, Milſhould be ff 
their credit being exhauſted, and their creditors growing kments or 


clamorous, they preſented a petition to the Houſe of Com- 
mons, diſcloſing their diſtreſſes, and 1mploring ſuch aſliſt- 
ance as ſhould enable them not only to pay their debts, but 


nder prop 
e African 
ngdoms, 


alſo to maintain the forts in a defenſible condition. This e united 1 
_ petition, recommended to the Houſe in a meſſage from his Ir power t 
Majeſty, was corroborated by another in behalf of the lately fou 
company's creditors. Divers merchants of London, in- ompany te 
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was of the utmoſt importance to the nation, and could not 
be ſupported without forts and ſettlements, ſome effectual 
means ſhould be ſpeedily taken for protecting and extend- 


offered by the merchants of Liverpool, repreſenting, that, 


being properly ſtationed on that coaſt, and ſeaſonably 
relieved ; and that ſuch forts and ſettlements as might be 
judged neceſſary for marks of ſovereignty and poſſeſſion 
would prove a nuiſance, and a burthen to the trade, ſhould 
they remain in the hands of any joint-ſtock company, whoſe 


income 


0:8 e N R . 
zcompatible with the intereſt of the ſeparate and open 


ther be taken into his Majeſty's immediate poſſeſſion, 
nd ſupported by the publick, or committed to the mer- 
hants trading on that coaſt, in ſuch a manner as the 


ny other adyantage, or right to the commerce, but what 
hould be common to all his Majeſty's ſubjects. This 
emonſtrance was ſucceeded by another, to the ſame effect, 
om the maſter, wardens, affiſtants, and commonalty of 
ke ſociety of merchant adventurers within the city of 


pointed to deliberate on this ſubje& ; who agreed to 
ain reſolutions, implying, That the trade to Africa 
hould be free and open; That the Britiſh forts and ſet- 
lements on that coaſt ought to be maintained, and put 
nder proper direction; and, That, in order to carry on 
eAfrican trade in the moſt beneficial manner to theſe 
ingdoms, all the Britiſh ſubjeQs trading to Africa ſhould 
e united in one open company, without any joint-ſtock, 


lately founded on theſe reſolutions, which alarmed the 
impany to ſuch a degree, that they had recourſe to an- 
ther petition, demonſtrating their right to the coaſt of 
rica, and expreſſing their reliance on the juſtice of the 
uſe, that they ſhould not be deprived of their property 


raying that their debts might be enquired into; and that 
be equivalent to be granted for the company's poſſeſſions 
ght be ſecured and applied, in the firſt place, for their 
enefit. The Commons, in conſequence of this petition, 
ered the company to produce a liſt of their debts, to- 
ether with a copy of their charter, and two remon- 
ances which their creditors had preſented to them before 
ws application to parliament. A committee of the whole 


fader. They, therefore, prayed that the ſaid forts might 


ouſe ſhould judge expedient, without veſting in them 


iftol. All theſe petitions were referred to a committee 


Ir power to trade as a corporation. A bill was imme- 


iithout an adequate conſideration. In a few days a ſecond 
Mireſs was offered by their creditors, complaining of the 
mmpany's miſmanagement, promiſing to ſurrender their 
cht, as the wiſdom of parliament ſhould preſcribe ; 
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who employ annually a great number of hands and veſſels 


them a reaſonable compenſation for their charter, land, 


bill being formed accordingly, paſſed the Commons, and 


certed. In the mean time their lordſhips addreſſed his 


ſubject, to be laid before both Houſes of parliament # 


ſtores, ſlaves, and veſſels belonging to the African com- 
pany, ſo as to make a faithful report of theſe particularz 
with all poſſible expedition. 1 


commerce of the kingdom, the Commons reſolved to take 


protection and encouragement of the legiſlature, would 


of ſeamen; but likewiſe, in a great meaſure, prevent 
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Houſe, having deliberated on theſe papers and Petitions, 


and heard the company by their counſel, reſolved to gin afranchiſe 
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ſtriQted 


forts, ſettlements, ſlaves, and effects, to be, in the fil 
place, applied towards the payment of their creditors. \ 


was conveyed to the Upper Houſe, where a great man 
objeCtions were ſtarted ; and for the preſent it was drop 
ped, until a more unexceptionable plan ſhould be con- 


Majeſty, That the lords commiſſioners for trade and 
plantations might be directed to prepare a ſcheme on this 


the beginning of next ſeſſion ; That inſtant orders ſhould 
be given for preſerving and ſecuring the forts and ſettle 
ments on the coaſt of Guinea belonging to Great-Britain; 
and, That proper perſons ſhould be appointed to examine 
into the condition of thoſe forts, as well as of the military 


$ XII. The miniſtry having profeſſed an inclination 
and indeed ſhown a diſpoſition, to promote and extend the 


ſome ſteps for encouraging the white fiſhery along the 
northern coaſt of the iſland, which is an inexhauſtible 
fource of wealth to our induſtrious neighbours the Dutch, 


in this branch of commerce. The ſenſible part of the 
Britiſh people, reflecting on this ſubject, plainly foreſaw 
that a fiſhery under due regulations, undertaken with the 


not only prove a fund of national riches, and a nur{) 


any future inſurrections in the Highlands of Scotland, b 
diffuſing a ſpirit of induſtry among the natives of that 
country, who, finding it in their power to become inde- 
pendent, on the fruits of their own labour, would ſoon 

Yes infranchiſe 


F 


wich they had been ſo long connected with their land- 
ords and chieftains. Accordingly, a committee was ap- 
pointed to deliberate on the ſtate of the Britiſh fiſhery 3 
ind upon their report a bill was founded for encouraging 
he whale fiſhery on the coaſt of Spitſbergen, by a bounty 
f forty ſhillings per ton for every ſhip equipped for that 
undertaking. The bill having made its way through both 


lferent parts of the kingdom, particularly in North- 
itain, began to build and fit out ſhips of great burthen, 
and peculiar ſtructure, for the purpoſes of that fiſhery, 
which ever ſince hath been carried on with equal vigour 
and ſucceſs. Divers merchants and traders of London 
hing preſented to the Houſe of Commons a petition, 
repreſenting the benefits that would accrue to the com- 
munity from a herring and cod fiſhery, eſtabliſhed on 


proper principles, and carried on with kill and integrity, 
this remonſtrance was referred to a committee, upon 


whoſe reſolutions a bill was formed ; but, before this could 


be diſcuſſed in the Houſe, the parliament was prorogued, 


and of conſequence this meaſure proved abortive. 
XIII. The next regulation propoſed in favour of 
trade, was that of laying open the commerce of Hudſon's 


Bay, in the moſt northern parts of America, where a ſmall 


monopoly maintained a few forts and ſettlements, and 
proſecuted a very advantageous fur-trade with the 
Indians of that continent. It was ſuggeſted, that the 
company had long ago enriched themſelves by their exclu- 
five privilege ; that they employed no more than four 
annual ſhips; that, contrary to an expreſs injunction in 
their charter, they diſcouraged all attempts to diſcover a 
north-weſt paſſage to the Eaſt-Indies ; that they dealt 


cruelly and perfidiouſly with the poor Indians, who never 


traded with them, except when compelled by neceſſity, ſo 
that the beſt part of the fur- trade had devolved to the ene - 


mies of Great-Britain; and that their excluſive patent 
d eded to very narrow limits a branch of commerce, 


which 


Houſes, and obtained the royal aſſent, the merchants in 
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a plan, properly regulated, would have been a great ad- 
vantage to commerce, which is always diſtreſſed by the 
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which might be cultivated to a prodigious extent, as yeliſſnitation | 


vithout th 
npopular 


as to the infinite advantage of Great-Britain. Petition, 
that the trade of Hudſon's-Bay might be laid open, wer 


preſented to the Houſe by the merchants of London, G XV. 
Yarmouth, and Wolverhampton; and a committee wrench int 
appointed. to deliberate upon this ſubjeR. On the othe Dominica, 
hand, the company exerted themſelves in petitions aue nation 
private applications for their own preſervation. The com Hear; and 
| mittee examined many papers and records; and the repo u addreſs 
was taken into conſideration by the whole Houſe.” Mane give dir 
evidences were interrogated, and elaborate ſpeeches made, {WlnſtruQtior 
on both ſides of the queſtion. At length the majorityiſjears laſt 
ſeemed ſatisfied that the traffick on the coaſt of Hudſon's iſlands : b 
Bay could not be preſerved without forts and ſettlements, uneglect ir 
which muſt be maintained either by an excluſive companyſſGtrenched v 
or at the publick expenſe ; and, as this was not judged Nell his mig 
proper juncture to encumber the nation with any charge dn paſſe: 
of that kind, the deſign of diſſolving the company was laid another m 
aſide till a more favourable opportunity. I etreating 
XIV. The government had, during the war, found the Houſe 
great difficulty in preſſing men for the ſervice of the nayy- y the Fr 
a practice, which, however ſanctioned by neceſſity, i lt rebelli 
nevertheleſs a flagrant encroachment on the liberty of the ¶ concluded 
ſubject, and a violent outrage againſt the conſtitution oprevious ff 
Great-Britain. The miniſtry, therefore, had employed eerning th 
ſome of their agents to form a ſcheme for retaining in etabliſhed 
time of peace, by means of a certain allowance, a numbei tion was 


of ſeamen, who ſhould be regiſtered for the purpoſe, andi wies. $1 


which in 
ſpeech fro 
bis hope, 
would be 
advancing 
likewiſe « 
nute's warning. The Houſe of Commons being moved fourrſh at 
upon this ſubject, agreed to divers reſolutions, as a founda-nanimit: 


XVI 
Ubited a 


be ready to man a ſquadron upon any emergency. Such 
practice of preſſing ſeamen; and at the ſame time, 4 


great ſecurity to the kingdom in dangerous conjuncturtes, 


ing to repreſent this meaſure in an odious light, as àn 
| | imitation 
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without their own conſent, Mr. Pelham dropped it, as an 
npopular project. 

(XV. Information having been received, that the 
French intended to ſettle the neutral Iſlands of St. Lucia, 
Dominica, St. Vincent, and Tobago, in the Weſt-Indies, 
the nation had taken the alarm in the beginning of the 
year 5 and a motion was made in the Houſe of Commons 


to give directions for laying before the Houſe copies of the 
inſtructions given to the governors of Barbadoes for ten 


negle&t in this particular, or thought ſuch enquiries 


all his might; and, after ſome debate, the previous queſ- 
tion paſſed in the negative. This was alſo the fate of 
W:nother motion made by the Earl of E—t for an addreſs, 
entreating his Majeſty would ſubmit to the inſpection of 


by the French King fince the year which preceded the 


to addreſs his Majeſty, that he would be graciouſly pleaſed 
years laſt paſt, ſo far as they related to theſe neutral 
lands: but whether the miniſter was conſcious of a 


trenched upon the prerogative, he oppoſed the motion with 


the Houſe all the propoſals of peace that had been made 
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aft rebellion, to that in which the definitive treaty was 


concluded at Aix-la Chapelle. This they propoſed as a 
[Previous ſtep to the parliament's forming any opinion con- 
derning the utility or neceſſity of the peace which had been 
eſtabliſned. Violent debates enſued, in which the oppo- 


ſtion was as much excelled in oratory as out-numbered in 


votes. Such were the material tranſactions of this ſeſſion, 
Which in the month of June was cloſed as uſual with a 
pech from the throne 3 in which his Majeſty ſignified 


bis hope, that the parliament, at their next meeting, 


would be able to perfect what they had now begun for 


advaneing the trade and navigation of the kingdom. He 


likewiſe expreſſed his ſatisfaction at ſeeing publick credit 

fourtſh at the end of an expenſive war; and recomended 

manimity, as the ſureſt bulwark of national ſecurity. 
XVI. While the miniſtry, on ſome occaſions, ex- 


bited all the external figns of moderation and good 
| humour ; 
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trained up in prejudice, and heated with intemperance, 
_ uttered ſome expreſſions over their cups, implying their 


of this indiſcretion was induſtriouſly circulated by certain 


acting as volunteers in the infamous practice of informa-i 
tion. Though neither the age, rank, nor connexions 


houſes, and proctors of the univerſity, knowing the in- 


abhorrence of all ſeditious practices, their determined re- 


rigour of the ſtatutes ; and containing peremptory orders 
for the regulation of the univerſity. Notwithſtanding 
_ theſe wiſe and ſalutary precautions, the three boys, who, 


loudly trumpeted againſt the whole community. The 
addreſs of the univerſity, congratulating his Majeſt) on 
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and reſentment, which ſeems to have been childiſh and 
illiberal. Two or three young riotous ſtudents at Oxford, 
attachment to the family of the Pretender. The report 
worthleſs individuals, who, having no reliance on their 


own intrinſick merit, hoped to diſtinguiſh themſelves as the 
tools of party, and to obtain favour with the miniſtry by 


of the delinquents were ſuch as ought to have attraQted 
the notice of the publick, the vice-chancellor, heads ot 


vidious ſcrutiny to which their conduct was ſubjeded, 
thought proper to publiſh a declaration, fignifying their 


ſolution to puniſh all offenders to the utmoſt ſeverity and 


in the heat of their intoxication, had drunk the Pretend 


er's health, were taken into cuſtody by a meſſenger of Mm . 
ſtate; and two of them being tryed in the court of King's un, * 
Bench, and found guilty, were ſentenced to walk through Hof the L 
the courts of Weſtminſter, with a ſpecification of thei! kon 

crime fixed to their foreheads; to pay a fine of five nobles oetry vi 
each; to be impriſoned for two years, and find ſecurit' I. hinin 

for their good behaviour for the term of ſeven years after 3 8 


their enlargement. Many people thought they ſaw the 


ata Lad . MM ) XVII 
proceedings of the ſtar-chamber revived in the ſeverity 0' Wt power 
this puniſhment. 'The adminiſtration, not yet ſatisfied England d 
with the vengeance which had been taken on theſe three Mie admin 
ſtriplings, ſeemed determined to ſtigmatize the univerſity WW by a 


to which they belonged. The cry of Jacobitiſm w Wi... 4 


o made 
ne Ah dete 
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dan attempt was made to ſubje& their ſtatutes to the 
pection of the King's council: but this rule, being 
ed in the court of King's-Bench, was - diſmiſſed, in 
ſequence of the opinions given by the judges. Finally, 
e ſame tribunal granted an information againſt Dr. 
urnel, the vice-chancellor, for his behaviour in the caſe 


anded in the ſequel, his conduct appearing unexception- 
e upon a more cool and impartial enquiry,” _ 
XVII. In proportion as Oxford declined, her ſiſter- 
Nirerſity roſe in the favour of the adminiſtration, which 


empliance and attachment. The dignity of Chancellor 
the univerſity being vacated by the death of the Duke 


ompliment at all times due to that rank; but more eſpe- 
ally to the then heir apparent, who had eminently 
Iſtinguiſhed himſelf by the virtues of a patriot and a 
nnce. He had even pleaſed himſelf with the hope of 
cceving this mark of attachment from a ſeminary for 
ch he entertained a particular regard. But the ruling 


ultry, wiſely turned their eyes upon the illuſtrious charac- 
rot the Duke of Newcaſtle, whom they elected without 
ppoſition, and inſtalled with great magnificence; learning, 
metry, and eloquence, joining their efforts in celebrating 
ie ſhining virtues and extraordinary talents of their new 
tron. „ . 


XVIII. Although oppoſition lay gaſping at the feet 


ted by an internal ferment, threw up ſome ineffectual 


to made no ſecret of their diſaffection to the reigning 
ly determined to manifeſt their reſentment and con- 


the rioters above-mentioned : but this was counter- 


e at this period cultivated by an extraordinary mark of 


f Somerſet, the nation in general ſeemed to think it 
vuld naturally devolve upon the Prince of Wales, as a 


dembers, ſeeing no immediate proſpe& of advantage in 
orifying even a prince, who was at variance with the mi- 


power in the Houſe of Commons, the people of 
ſugland did not yet implicity approve all the meaſures of 
de adminiſtration ; and the dregs of faction, ſtill agi- 


wbles in different parts of the kingdom. Some of thoſe 


tempt. 


239 


: eſtabliſhment of the peace, was rejected with diſdain; c H AP. 
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tempt of certain noblemen, and others, who were (:i4 il Creat-Þ 
have abandoned their ancient principles, and to have fac. Annapo 
ficed their conſciences to their intereſt. Many individual in the n 
animated by the fumes of inebriation, now loud! y Extolled poſe for 


that cauſe which they durſt not avow when it require diſpute k 


their open approbation and aſſiſtance; and, though they their ne1 
induſtriouſly avoided expoſing their lives and fortune; oi *te9 in 
the chance of war in promoting their favourite inter Job's * 
when there was a poſſibility of ſucceſs, they betrayed n hatred © 
apprehenſion in celebrating the memory of its laſt effor Great-B 
amidſt the tumult of a riot, and the clamours of inten ** eſt; 
perance. In the neighbourhood of Lichfield the ſport further c 
men of the party appeared in the Highland taſte of v the crow 


riegated drapery ; and their zeal deſcending to a very e clear the 


by which the Prince Pretender and his followers had bee 


opening, through which theſe unquiet ſpirits might es 


traordinary exhibition of practical ridicule, they hunted 


ſaid to have undergone a very diſagreeable flagellation. 


of a new colony in North America, which, being pft 


diffuſe t 
with hounds clothed in plaid, a fox dreſſed in red un Prove tb 


form. Even the females at their aſſembly, and the gen de {ou 


tlemen at the races, affected to wear the checquered ſuf PO 
efore h. 


ferred th 
tations, 
noblema 
$ XIX. As the publick generally ſuffers at the end of: which h 
war, by the ſudden diſmiſſion of a great number of ſoldie mated 1 
and ſeamen, who, having contracted a habit of idlenel ſpirit of 
and finding themſelves without employment and the mei A d 
of ſubſiſtence, engage in deſperate courſes, and prey upo affection 


the community, it was judged expedient to provide es 
authorit! 


ſuch of t 
the lanc 
or with 
That th. 
of land 
man, fre 
the term 


diſtinguiſhed. Divers noblemen on the courſe were in 
ſulted as? apoſtates ; and one perſonage, of high rank; | 


hale without damage to the commonwealth. The mol 
natural was that of encouraging them to become member 


perly regulated, ſupported, and improved might be th 
ſource of great advantage to its mother country. Man) 
diſputes had ariſen between the ſubjects of England ant 
France, concerning the limits of Nova-Scotia, which n. ! 
treaty had as yet properly aſcertained. A fort had bee = ſhou 
railcd, and a ſmall garriſon maintained, by the King ty acre 
28 | | ee Great ; Vor. 
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Great-Britain, at a part of this very country, called 


* 


Annapolis-Royal, to overawe the French neutrals ſettled 
in the neighbourhood : but this did not anſwer the pur- 
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poſe for which it was intended. Upon every rupture of 


diſpute between the two crowns, theſe planters, forgetting 
their neutrality,” intrigued with the Indians, communi- 
cated intelligence to their own countrymen ſettled at St. 


John's and Cape-Breton, and did all the ill- offices their 


hatred could ſuggeſt againſt the colonies and ſubjects of 
Great-Britain. A ſcheme was now formed for making a 


new eſtabliſhment on the ſame peninſula, which ſhould. 


further confirm and extend the property and dominion of 


the crown of Great-Britain in that large tract of country, 


clear the uncultivated grounds, conſtitute communities, 
diffuſe the benefits of population and agriculture, and im- 
prove the fiſhery of that coaſt, which might be rendered a 
new ſource of wealth and commerce to Old England. The 
particulars of the plan being duly confidered, it was laid 
before his Majeſty, who approved of the defign, and re- 
ferred the execution of it to the board of trade and plan- 
tations, over which the Earl of Hallifax preſided. This 
nobleman, endued by nature with an excellent capacity, 
which had been diligently and judiciouſly cultivated, ani- 
mated with liberal ſentiments, and fired with an eager 
ſpirit of patriotiſm, adopted the plan with the moſt gene- 
rous ardour, and cheriſhed the infant colony with paternal 


affection. The commiſfioners for trade and plantations 


immediately advertiſed, under the ſanction of his Majeſty's 
authority, That proper encouragement would be given to 
ſuch of the officers and private men, lately diſmiſſed from 


the land and ſea-ſervice, as were willing to ſettle, with 


or without families, in the province of Nova-Scotia : 
That the fee-fimple, or perpetual property, of fifty acres 


of land ſhould be granted to every private ſoldier or ſea- 


man, free from the payment of any quit-rents or taxes, for 
the term of ten years; at the expiration of which no per- 
ſon ſhould pay more than one ſhilling per annum for every 
fifty acres ſo granted: That, over and above theſe fifty, 


Vo. III. e eee e each 


- 


TEOKRORFE HIM 


nods of birch, fir, pine, and ſome oak, unfit for the 
urpoſes of timber; but at the ſame time extremely diffi- 


oner arrived in this harbour than he was joined by two 
wiments of infantry from Cape-Breton, and a company 
frangers from Annapolis. Then he pitched upon a ſpot 
ir the ſettlement, and employed his people in clearing 
e ground for laying the foundations of a town; but 
me inconveniencies being diſcovered in this ſituation, 


n an eaſy aſcent, commanding a proſpect of the whole 
eninſula, and well ſupplied with rivulets of freſh and 


Sholeſome water. Here he began to build a town, on a 


wular plan, to which he gave the name of Hallifax, in 
jonour of the nobleman who had the greateſt ſhare in 
wnding the colony; and before the approach of win- 
er above three hundred comfortable wooden houſes 
ere built, the whole ſurrounded by a ſtrong paliſade. 


anding the ardour with which the intereſts of it were 
rmoted by its noble patron, and the repeated indul- 
ence it has reaped from the bounty of the legiflature, the 
itabitants have made little or no progreſs in agricul- 
e: the fiſhery is altogether neglected, and the ſettle- 
lent entirely ſubſiſts on the ſums expended by the indi- 


vrefide in this part of North-America. „ 
XXI. The eſtabliſhment of ſuch a powerful colony 


ench in that neighbourhood, who, though they did 


puder them from extending their plantations, and per- 
43 induce them to abandon the fettlement. Nor was 
Ply” NR 2 this 


at to remove and extirpate. Governor Cornwallis no 


& choſe another to the northward, hard by the harbour, 


[his colony, however, has by no means anſwered the 
ngune expectations of the projeQors ; for, notwith- 


n Nova-Scotia could not fail giving umbrage to the 


think proper to promulgate their jealouſy and diſguſt, 
fertheleſs employed their emiſſaries clandeſtinely in ſti- 
ating and exciting the Indians to harrafs the coloniſts 
It" hoſtilities, in ſuch a manner as ſhould effectually 
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Ituals of the army and navy, whoſe duty obliges them 
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BOOK this the only part of America in which the French coun 


dies, by ſettling the neutral iſlands, which we hare 


governour of Barbadoes, having received intelligence that 
already landed, ſecured by two batteries and two ſhips d 


| Jets of the French King to ſettle the ifland of Tobayy, 
and promiſing to defend them from the attempts of al 


mation iſſued by Mr. Grenville, governour of Barbadoes 


gave the French officers to underſtand, that his Moll 


was declared neutral by treaties ; and that, if they woul 


and Mr. Tyrrel's ſhip falling to leeward, the Frenc 


| tidings, with a copy of the French governour's ordon 
| nance, were no ſooner tranſmitted to the miniſtry thi 
they diſpatched a courier to the Engliſh convoy at Paris 
with directions to make repreſentations to the couit o 
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of inſen{ 


countenanced ſuch perfidious practices. More than eve 
convinced of the importance of a conſiderable navy, ang 
an extenſive plantation trade, they not only exerted un. 
common induſtry in re-eſtabliſhing their marine, which 
had ſuffered fo ſeverely during the war; but they reſolved, 
if poſſible, to extend their plantations in the Welſl-ln 


already mentioned. In the beginning of the year tht 


the French had begun to ſettle the iſland of Tobags, 
ſent Captain Tyrrel thither in a frigate, to learn the 
particulars. That officer found above three hundred me 


war, and in daily expeQation of a further re-enforcement 
from the Marquis de Caylus, governour of Martinique; 
who had publiſhed an ordonnance, authoriſing the ful 


their enemies. This aſſurance was in anſwer to a proch 
and ſtuck up in different parts of the iſland, command 
ing all the inhabitants to remove in thirty days, on pal 
of undergoing military execution. Captain Tyrrel, vi 
a ſpirit that became a commander in the Britiſh navy 


Chriſtian Majeſty had no right to ſettle the iſland, whic 


not deſiſt, he ſhould be obliged to employ force in driviny 
them from their new ſettlement. Night coming on. 


captains ſeiſed that opportunity of failing to Martinique 


and next day the Engliſh commander returned to Bards 
does, having no power to commit hoſtilities. Theſe 


Verſaille 
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ſequences of an immediate rupture, and underſtanding 
how much the merchants and people of Great-Britain 
were alarmed and incenſed at their attempts to poſſeſs 
theſe iſlands, thought proper to diſown the proceedings 
of the Marquis de Caylus, and to grant the ſatisfaction 
that was demanded, by ſending him orders to diſcontinue 
the ſettlement, and evacuate the iſland of Tobago. At 
the ſame time, however, that the court of Verſailles 
made this ſacrifice for the ſatisfaction of England, the 
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Verſailles on this ſubje ct. The miniſtry of N c H A p; | 
nowing they were in no condition to ſupport the con- 


A. 


Marquis de Puyſieux, the French miniſter, obſerved to 


the Engliſh reſident, that France was undoubtedly in 
poſſeſſion of that iſland towards the middle of the laſt 
century. He ought in candour to have added, that al- 


though Louis XIV. made a conqueſt of this iſland from 
the Hollanders, during his war with that republick, it was 


reſtored to them by the treaty of Nimeguen; and ſince 


that time France could not have the leaſt ſhadow of a 


caim to number it among her ſettlements. It was be- 


fore this anſwer could be obtained from the court of 


Verſailles that the motion, of which we have already 


taken notice, was made in the Houſe of Commons, re- 


ating to the ſubject of the neutral iflands ; a motion diſ- 

couraged by the court, and defeated by the majority. _ 
XXII. The peace of Aix-la-Chapelle was celebrated 

by fire-works, illuminations, and rejoicings, in which 


the Engliſh, French, and Dutch ſeemed to diſplay a 


ſpirit of emulation, in point of taſte and magnificence; 
and, in all probability, theſe three powers were ſincerely 


pleaſed at the ceſſation of the war. England enjoyed a 


reſpite from intolerable ſupplies, exorbitant inſurance, 
and interrupted commerce : Holland was delivered from 


the brink of a French invaſion ; and France had obtained 


a breathing time for re-eſtabliſhing her naval power, for 
exerting that ſpirit of intrigue, by dint of which ſhe hath 
oſten embroiled her neighbours, and for executing plans 
of 1 mſenſible encroachment, which might prove more ad- 

vantageous 


| 
| 
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BOOK vantageous than the progreſs of open hoſtilities. In the draw, p 

III. affair of Tobago the French King had manifeſted hi; had bee? 
KEY un - yy  » 212 . g 7 

1%. inclination to avoid immediate diſputes with England; . France 3 

and had exhibited another proof of the ſame diſpoſition promiſec 

in his behaviour to the Prince-Pretender, who had excited forſake | 

ſuch a dangerous rebellion in the iſland of Great-Britain, his fam 

$ XXIII. Among thoſe princes and powers who ex- ftinacy « 

cepted againſt different articles of the treaty of Aix-la as that y 

Chapelle, the Chevalier de St. George, foreſeeing that WW who not 

none of the plenipotentiaries would receive his proteſt, WI and piti: 

employed his agents to fix it up in the publick places of WM young h 

Aix-la-Chapelle ; a precaution” of very little ſervice to Wi the Fou 

his cauſe, which all the ſtates of Chriſtendom ſeemed WM riving at 

now to have abandoned. So little was the intereſt of WM treaty, : 

his family conſidered in this negociation, that the con- diverſion 

tracting powers agreed, without reſerve, to a literal in- to their 


ſertion of the fifth article of the quadruple alliance; by lately 
which it was ſtipulated, that neither the Pretender nor ¶ hefitatio 
any of his deſcendants ſhould be allowed to reſide within WW employ 
the territories belonging to any of the ſubſcribing parties. ſtranger 
At the ſame time the plenipotentiaries of France promiſed Ml to influ 
to thoſe of Great-Britain, that Prince Charles-Edward taken t. 
ſhould be immediately obliged to quit the dominions ef the Che 
bis Moſt Chriſtian Majeſty. Notice of this agreement of his f 
was accordingly given by the court of Verſailles to the WM ſtrong i 
young adventurer ;z and as he had declared he would ne- of the 
ver return to Italy, Monſ. de Courteille, the French WM ſtipulati 
_ envoy to the cantons of Switzerland, was directed by bis neceſſar 
ſovereign to demand an aſylum for Prince Edward in the WW vard, fa 
city of Fribourg. The regency having complied in this i ſignified 
particular with the earneſt requeſt of his Moſt Chriſtian clared, t 
Majeſty, Mr. Burnaby, the Britiſh miniſter to the He- to lay 
vetick Body, took the alarm, and preſented the magiſtracy WI * this 
of Fribourg with a remonſtrance, couched in ſuch terms held at 
as gave offence to that regency, and drew upon him à without 
ſevere anſwer. In vain had the French King exerted his Was fin; 
influence in procuring this retreat for the young Preten- ring t! 


der, who, being preſſed with repeated meſſages to with- ner was 
draw, 
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draw, perſiſted in refuſing to quit the place, to which he c H AP. 
had been fo cordially invited by his- coufin the King of I. | 
France; and where he ſaid that monarch had ſolemnly 3548. 
promiſed, on the word of a king, that he would never 

forſake him in his diſtreſs, nor abandon the intereſts of 

his family. Louis was not a little perplexed at this ob- 

ſtinacy of Prince Edward, which was the more vexatious, 

as that youth appeared to be the darling of the Pariſians; 

who not only admired hun for his own accompliſhments, 

and pitied him for his ſufferings, but alſo revered him, as a 

young hero lineally deſcended from their renowned Henry 

the Fourth. At length, the two Engliſh noblemen ar- 

riving at Paris, as hoſtages for the performance of the 

treaty, and ſeeing him appear at all publick places of 

diverſion, complained of this circumſtance, as an inſult 

to their ſovereign, and an. infringement of the treaty 

ſo lately concluded. The French King, after ſome 

heſitation between punctilio and convenience, reſolved to 

employ violence upon the perſon of this troubleſome 

ſtranger, ſince milder remonſtrances had not been able 

to influence his conduct: but this reſolution was not 

taken till the return of a courier whom he diſpatched to 

the Chevalier de St. George; who, being thus informed 

of his ſon's deportment, wrote a letter to him, laying 

ſtrong injunctions upon him, to yield to the neceſſity 

of the times, and acquieſce with a good grace in the 

ſtipulations which his couſin of France had found it 

neceſſary to ſubſcribe, for the intereſt of his realm. Ed- 

ward, far from complying with this advice and injunction, 

ſignified his reſolution to remain in Paris; and even de- 

clared, that he would piſtol any man who ſhould preſume 

to lay violent hands on his perſon. In conſequence | 

of this bold declaration, an extraordinary council was | 

held at Verſailles, when it was determined to arreſt him | 

without further delay, and the whole plan of this enterpriſe 

was finally adjuſted. That ſame evening, the Prince en- 
tering the narrow lane that leads to the Opera, the bar- 
ner was immediately ſhut, and the ſerjeant of the guard 

called 
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BOOK called © To arms,” on which Monſieur de Vaucreull, worm ſect 


mu. exempt of the French guards, advancing to Edward oe 4 
"Eq — (ſaid he) I arreſt you in the King's name, b | . 
A te virtue of this order.” At that inſtant the youth wa > the 

ſurrounded by four grenadiers, in order to prevent any Wi me 
miſchief he might have done with a caſe of pocket piſtol nnexing 
which he always carried about him; and a guard as o apprehe 
placed at all the avenues and doors of the Opera-houſe, aly for t 
Jeſt any tumult ſhould have enſued among the populace, Id and ir 
Theſe precautions being taken, Vaudrewl, with an eſume th: 
eſcorte, conducted the priſoner through the garden of the bis predec 
Palais-Royal to a houſe where the Duke de Biron waited os th 
with a coach and fix to convey him to the caſtle of Vin- oils © 
cennes, whither he was immediately accompanied by a ltely eng 
detachment from the regiment of French Guards, under ede 
the command of that nobleman. He had not remained Baltick : 
above three days in this confinement when he gave the Loot 
French miniſtry to underſtand, that he would conform body of t 
himſelf to the King's intentions; and was immediately en- ad: "and 
larged, upon giving his word and honour that he would, om, T. 
without delay, retire from the dominions of France. Ac- prernme 
cordingly, he ſet out in four days from Fontainebleau, at- maintain, 
tended by three officers, who conducted him as far as Pont- Wi th 
| Beauvoſin on the frontiers, where they took their leave of rte Jed 
him, and returned to Verſailles. He proceeded for ſome eedings, 
time in the road to Chamberri ; but ſoon returned into the Ee, me 
French dominions, and, paſſing through Dauphine, re- burgh, T. 
: Paired to Avignon, where he was received with extraordi- | ration in 
nary honours by the Pope” 8 legate. In the mean time his tle or nc 


arreſt excited great murmurings at Paris ; the inhabitants gan to p 
blaming, without ſcruple, their King's conduct in this Ad King 
inſtance, as a ſcandalous breach of hoſpitality, as well as rithſtandi 
a mean proof of condeſcenſion to the King of England; Wlk,,1q paſ 
and many ſevere paſquinades, relating to this tranſaction, Wlh.:. marc 
were fixed ” in the moſt poblick- Pr of that metro- nich Go 
polis. 1 
XXIV. Akad peace was now re-eſtabliſhe 


r the principal Powers of the continent, yet 2 
ori 


Wninions 
XXV 


roduce ſuc 
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Lym ſeemed ready to burſt upon the northern parts of CHAP. 
Europe, in a freſh rupture between Ruſſia and Sweden. 3 
hether the Czarina had actually obtained information 1548. 
at the French faction meditated ſome revolution of 
povernment at Stockholm, or ſhe wanted a pretence for 
nnexing Finland to her empire; certain it is, ſhe affected 
0 apprehend that the prince ſueceſſor of Sweden waited 
"ly for the deceaſe of the reigning king, who was very 
ud and infirm, to change the form of government, and 
eſume that abſolute authority which ſome of the monarchs 
is predeceſſors had enjoyed. She ſeemed to think that a 
rince thus veſted with arbitrary power, and guided by the 
ouncils of France and Pruſſia, with which Sweden had 
lately engaged in cloſe alliance, might become a very 
wubleſome and dangerous neighbour to her in the 
Baltick ; ſhe, therefore, recruited her armies, repaired 
her fortifications, filled her magazines, ordered a ſtrong 
body of troops to advance towards the frontiers of Fin- 
41 and declared in plain terms to the court of Stock- 
dom, That if any ſtep ſhould be taken to alter the 
rovernment, which ſhe had bound herſelf by treaty to 
maintain, her troops ſhould enter the territory of Sweden, 
and ſhe would act up to the ſpirit of her engagements. 
The Swediſh miniſtry, alarmed at theſe peremptory pro- 
tedings, had recourſe to their allies; and, in the mean 
lime, made repeated declarations to the court of Peterſ- 
burgh, That there was no deſign to make the leaſt inno- 
nation in the nature of their eſtabliſhed government: but 

Ittle or no regard being paid to theſe repreſentations, they 

exan to put the kingdom in a poſture of defence; and the 

dd King gave the Czarina to underſtand, That if, not- 

nthſtanding the ſatisfaction he had offered, her forces 

hould paſs the frontiers of Finland, he would conſider 
beir march as an hoſtile invaſion, and employ the means 
wich God had put in his power for the defence of his 
bnminions. 
XXV. This declaration, in all probability, did not 


ſoluce ſuch effect as the d of his Pruſſian Ma- 
| jeſty, | 


— —— I EIN . 
—_—— - 5 —— bs 
: > 5 — — 


Germany ever trained. Perhaps he was not ſorry that the 
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jeſty, the moſt enterpriſing prince of his time, at the head 
of one hundred and forty thouſand of the beſt troops that 
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Empreſs of Muſcovy furniſhed him with a plaufible pre. 
tence for maintaining ſuch a formidable army, ater the 
peace of Europe had been aſcertained by a formal treaty, 
and all the ſurrounding ſtates had diminiſhed the number 
of their forces. He now wrote a letter to his uncle the King 
of Great-Britain, complaining of the inſults and menace 
which had been offered by the Czarina to Sweden; declar: 
ing, that he was bound by a defenſive alliance, to which 
France had acceded, to defend the government at preſent 
eſtabliſhed in Sweden; and that he would not fit ſtill, and 
tamely ſee that kingdom attacked by any power whatſoever, 
without acting up to his engagements : he therefore er- 
treated his Britannick Majeſty to interpoſe his good oſſices 
in conjunction with France and him, to compromiſe the 
diſputes which threatened to embroil the northern parts of 
Europe. By this time the Ruſſian army had approached 
the frontiers of Finland: the Swedes had aſſembled their I whoſe pr, 
troops, repleniſhed their magazines, and repaired their deputatio 
marine; and the King of Denmark, jealous of the Czari- Nof their r. 
na's deſigns with regard to the duchy of Sleſwick, which ¶ ſuſpend : 
was conteſted with him by the prince-ſucceſſor of Ruſſa, WMquence, 
kept his army and navy on the moſt reſpectable footing. af Genif) 
At this critical juncture the courts of London, Verſailles, the ſourc: 
and Berlin co- operated fo effectually by remonſtrances and WM which ha 
geclarations at Peterſburgh and Stockholm, that the Em- teſtine tre 
preſs of Ruſſia thought proper to own herſelf ſatisfied, XXV 
and all thoſe clouds of trouble were immediately diſperl- WM follicitous 
ed. Yet, in all probability, her real aim was di- WMiures © 
appointed; and, however ſhe might diſſemble her ſen- Wceſſary ret 
timents, ſhe never heartily forgave the King of Pruſſia ports in th 
for the ſhare he* had in this tranſaction. That mo- commerce 
narch, without relaxing in his attention to the ſupport 012 iſhe econc 
very formidable military power, exerted very extraordinary body of fo 
endeavours in cultivating the civil intereſts of his count!\- Wthe enterp 
He reformed the laws of Brandenburgh, and reſcued the Wer ſhe 


adminiſtration of juſtice from the frauds of chicanery- He 
encourage 
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encouraged the arts of agriculture and manufacture; and c 1 AP. 
even laid the foundation of naval commerce, by eſtabliſhing 


an Eaſt-India company in the port of Embden. 

| (XX VI. Nor did the French miniſtry negle& any mea- 
ſure that might contribute to repair the damage which the 
kingdom had ſuſtained in the courſe of the war. One half 
of the army was diſbanded : the ſevere impoſition of the 


of Economy was propoſed, with reſpect to the finances; 
and the utmoſt diligence uſed in procuring materials, as 
well as workmen, for ſhip-building, that the navy of France 


might ſpeedily retrieve its former importance. In the midſt 
of theſe truely patriotick ſchemes, the court of Verſailles be- 
trayed a littleneſs of genius, and a ſpirit of tyranny, joined 
to fanaticiſm, in quarrelling with their parliament about ſu- 

perſtitious forms of religion. The ſacraments had been 


denied to a certain perſon on his death-bed, becauſe he 
refuſed to ſubſcribe to the bull Unigenitus. The nephew 
of the defun& preferred a complaint to the parliament, 
whoſe province it was to take cognizance of the affair : a 


deputation of that body attended the King with the report 
of their reſolutions ;3 and his Majeſty commanded them to 
buſpend all proceedings relating to a matter of ſuch conſe- 


Wh quence, concerning which he would take an opportunity 


of fignifying his royal pleaſure. This interpoſition was 
[the ſource of diſputes between the crown and parliament, : 


ich had like to have filled the whole kingdom with 1 in- 
eetine troubles. 


XXVII. At Vienna the Empreſs-Queen was not more 


ſollieitous in promoting the trade and internal manu- 
aQures of her dominions, by ſumptuary regulations, ne- 
ceſſary reſtrictions on foreign ſuperfluities, by opening her 


commerce, than ſhe was careful and provident 1 in reforming 


the enterpriſes of his Pruſſian Majeſty, on whoſe military 
Pier ſhe looked with jealouſy and diſtruſt. In Holland 
— all 


tenth penny was ſuſpended by the King's edict: a ſcheme 


ports in the Adriatick, and giving proper encouragement to 


the economy of her finances, maintaining a reſpectable 
body of forces, and guarding, by defenſive alliances, againſt 
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to change its complexion. 
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all the authority and influence of che Stadtholder yen 
ſcarcely ſufficient to allay the ferments excited among th, 
people, by the provifional taxation which had ſucceeded 
the abolition of the pachters, and was indeed very prievay 
to the ſubject. As this was no more than a temporary ex. 


pedient, the Prince of Orange propoſed a more equitable 


plan, which was approved by the States, and eſtabliſhed 
with great difhculty. In Italy the ſyſtem of politics ſeemed 
The King of Sardinia effe&et 
a match between one of the Infantas of Spain and the 


Prince of Piedmont ; and whether irritated by the conduct 


of the Auſtrians in the laſt war, or apprehenſive of ſuch x 


Powerful neighbour in the Milaneſe, he engaged with the 


Kings of France and Spain in a defenſive alliance, compre- 


 hending the King of the Two Sicikes, the republick of 


Genoa, and the Dukes of Modena and Parma. His moſt 
Catholick Majeſty, ſincerely diſpoſed to cultivate the arts of 
peace, and encourage every meaſure that could contribute 


to the advantage of his country, was no ſooner releaſed 


from the embarraſſments of war, then he began to execute 
plans of internal economy; to reduce unneceſſary penſions, 


diſcharge the debts conttacted in the war, repleniſh his 


arſenals, augment his navy, promote manufactures, and 


encourage an active commerce by ſea, the benefits of which 


the kingdom of Spain had not known ſince the firſt diſco 
very and conqueſt of the Weſt- Indies. 
SXXVIII. The preparations for refitting and TONE" ing 


the navy of Spain were carried on with ſuch extraordinary 


vigour, that other nations believed an expedition was in- 


_ tended againſt the Corſairs of Algiers, who had for ſome 


time grievouſly infeſted the trade and coaſt of the Mediter- 


ranean. The exiſtence of this and other predatory repub- 
licks, which entirely ſubſiſt upon piracy and rapine, petty 


| Kates of barbarous ruffians, maintained, as it were, in the 


midſt of powerful nations, which they inſult with impunity) 
and of which they even exact an annual contribution, 154 
flagrant reproach upon Chriſtendom ; a reproach the great- 
er, as it is founded | upon a low, ſelfiſh, i[liberal — of 
policy. 
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except France and Tuſcany, are at perpetual war with the 


foreign ſhips for the tranſportation of their merchandiſe. 
This employment naturally devolves to thoſe nations whoſe 
veſſels are in no danger from the depredations of the bar- 


who, for this puny advantage, not only tolerate the pirati- 


ance with annual preſents, which are, in effect, equivalent 
to a tribute: whereas, by one vigorous exertion of their 
power, they might deſtroy all their ſhips, lay their towns in 
aſhes, and totally extirpate thoſe pernicious broods of de- 


2 CD — ee" RTP bot Bene pedo TP 


ſperate banditti. Even all the condeſcenſion of thoſe who 


1 diſgrace themſelves with the title of allies to theſe miſcre- 
(WJ ants is not always ſufficient to reſtrain them from acts of 
8 cruelty and rapine. At this very period four cruiſers from 
18 Algiers made a capture of an Engliſh packet-boat, in her 
voyage from Liſbon, and conveyed her to their city, where 


| ſhe was plundered of money and effects to the amount of 


| one hundred thouſand pounds, and afterwards diſmiſſed. 


, 
J 
[WF 1n conſequence of this outrage, Commodore Keppel was 
l 


ſent with ſeven ſhips of war to demand ſatisfaction, as 


well as to compromiſe certain differences which had ariſen 
on account of arrears claimed of the Engliſh by the Dey of 


"WW Algiers. The Muſſulman frankly owned, that the money 
dbaring been divided among the captors could not poſſibly 


be refunded. 'The Commodore returned to Gibraltar ; 


and, in the ſequel, an Algerine ambaſſador arrived in Lon- 


don, with ſome preſents of wild beaſts for his Britannick 
Majeſty. This tranſaction was ſucceeded by another in- 


jurious affront, offered by the governor or Alcayde of Te- 


tuan to Mr. Latton, an Engliſh ambaſſador, ſent thither 
to redeem the Britiſh ſubjects, who had been many years 
enſlaved in the dominions of the King of Morocco. A 


revolution having lately happened in this empire, Muley 


Abdallah, the reigning rufſian, inſiſted upon the ambaſſa- 


dor's 


Moors of Barbary, and, for that reaſon, obliged to employ 


barians; namely, the ſubjects of the Maritime Powers, 


cal ſtates of Barbary, but even ſupply them with arms and 
ammunition, ſollicit their paſſes, and purchaſe their forbear- 
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tachment of ſoldiers, who violently dragged his ſecretary 
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dor's paying a pretended balance for the ranſom of the 35 
captives, as well as depoſiting a conſiderable ſum, which | a 8 
3 


had already been paid to a deceaſed baſhaw ; alledging, 


nvenien 
that as he (the Emperor) received no part of it, the pay. . 


ment was illegal. Mr. Latton refuſing to comply with arg; 
this arbitrary demand, his houſe was ſurrounded by a de- 8 


(XXX 


from his preſence, andthrew him into a diſmal ſubterranean 


dungeon, where he continued twenty days. The Engliſh 1 
ſlaves, to the number of twenty-ſeven, were condemned to . 
the ſame fate: the ambaſſador himſelf was degraded from i g : 
his character, deprived of his allowance, and ſequeſtered a Pe 
from all communication. All the letters directed to him were A 51 
intercepted, and interpreted to the Alcayde : two negro 3 
porters were entruſted with the keys of all his apartments, n 22 1 
and a couple of ſoldiers poſted at his chamber- door: nay, gs 
this Mooriſh governor threatened to load him with irons, hat, _ 
and violently ſeiſed part of the preſents defigned by his venta 
Britannick Majeſty for the Emperor. At length, finding = ation 
that neither Mr. Latton nor the governor of Gibraltar, to 6 1 _ 
whom he had written, would depoſit the money, without * 
freſh inſtructions from the Court of London, the barbarian ition he! 
thought proper to relax in his ſeverity: the priſoners were reaty of , 
enlarged, the reſtrictions removed from the perſon of the Low 
$ 


_ ambaſſador, and, after all theſe indignities offered to the 


tide of Inxury and exceſs, which flowed through all degrees 


honour of the Britiſh nation, the balance was paid, and ulwark c 


the affair quietly adjuſted, AX. 
XXIX. Britain, in the mean while, was altogether iſ""% 15 
barren of events which might deſerve a place in a general I 56% 15 
hiſtory. Commerce and manufacture flouriſhed again, to "tl 
3 


ſuch a degree of increaſe as had never been known in the 


Hand : but this advantage was attended with an irreſiſtible flete, as 


article of 
commerce. 
Indies : 2 
harliamer 
wth that 
uch an 


of the people, breaking down all the mounds of civil po- 

lity, and opening a way for licenſe and immorality. The 

highways were infeſted with raprie and aſſaſſination ; the 

cities teemed with the brutal votaries of lewdneſs, intemper- 

ance, and profligacy. The whole land was eee 
| wit 
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in different parts of the kingdom by the erection of new 
mpikes, which the legiſlature judged neceſſary for the 
onvenience of inland carriage. In order to quell theſe 
liſturbances, recourſe was had to the military power: ſe- 
ral individuals were flain, and ſome were executed as 
xamples. | 
[ament was opened with a ſpeech from the throne, in 
nich his Majeſty expreſſed a particular pleaſure in meeting 
them at a time when the perfect re-eſtabliſhment of a 


ſtion he had found in the other contracting parties to the 
> Europe : and he earneſtly recommended to the two 


ulwark of national ſecurity. | 
W \XXXI. When the motion w 


Wferved, That the peace could not be properly ſtiled com- 


ndies : a ſtipulation, without which both Houſes of 
lament had formerly voted that there ſhould be no peace 


an objection ſavoured rather of party than of pa- 
— : 5 triotiſm; 


treaty of Aix-la-Chapelle to cheriſh the public tranquillity 


as made for an addreſs of 
lnanks in the Houſe of Commons, the firſt paragraph of his 
lieſty's ſpeech furniſhed the oppoſition with a handle to 
(claim againſt the late treaty. Sir John Hynde Cotten 


"th that kingdom. In the preſent conjuncture of affairs, 
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na ſucceſſion of tumult, riot, and inſurrection, excited c H A r. 
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(XXX. In the month of November the ſeſſion of par- 


reneral peace had reſtored to his people the bleſſings of quiet 
and tranquillity. He ſaid, the good effects of theſe already | 
appeared in the flouriſhing condition of national commerce, | 
nd in the riſe of publick credit, which were the foundations 

i frength and proſperity to theſe kingdoms. He declared, 
That, during the ſummer, he had uſed every opportunity of 
cementing and ſecuring the peace: That it was his firm 
reſolution to do every thing in his power for the preſervation. 
of it, and religiouſly adhere to the engagements into which 

he had entered. Finally, he took notice of the good diſpo- 


ouſes the maintenance of a ſtrong naval power, as the 
dete, as nothing had been ſtipulated with reſpect to the 


aticle of * no ſearch ;” alluding to the interruption our 
commerce had ſuſtained from the Spaniards in the Weſt- 
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B O OR triotiſm ; and indeed Sir John declared, that the remach 
, UE he made upon the occaſion were rather in diſcharge of the 
9 duty he owed to his country, than in hope of ſecing hy 
ſentiments eſpouſed by the majority. Some ſharp altere. 
tion was uſed in the debate which aroſe on this ſubjeq; 

and many ſevere invectives were levelled at thoſe who ne. 

gociated, as well as at thoſe who approved and confirmel 

the treaty. But Mr. Pelham, who ſuſtained the whole 

weight of the debate on the fide of adminiſtration, anſwerel 

every objection with equal candour and ability; and if he 

failed in proving that the terms of peace were as favourable 

as could be expected, confideringthe unfortunate events d 

the war, and the ſituation of the contending powers; he 

leaſt demonſtrated, that it would be the intereſt of the king: 

dom to acquieſce for the preſent in the treaty which had 

been concluded, and endeavour to remedy its zimperfe&ions 

by ſubſequent conventions, amicably opened among thoſe 

powers between whom any cauſe of. diſpute remained, 

With reſpect to the vote of both houſes, mentioned by 

Sir John Hynde Cotton, he declared that he had never 

k approved of that ſtep, when it was firſt taken; or if he 
1 had, times andcircumſtances, which could not be foreſeen, 
would have juſtified his deviating from it in the re- eſtab- 

liſhment of peace. He reminded. them, that a parliament 

of Great-Britain had once voted ““ no peace while ar) 

part of the Weſt-Indies ſhould remain in poſſeſſion of the 

Spaniſh King;“ yet a train of incidents, which they could 

not poſſibly foreſee, afterwards rendered it expedient to 
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de, Alterwar a X: 
adopt a peace, without inſiſting upon the accompliſhment 1 ſeß 
of that condition- In a word, he muſt own, that, in te on ch 
5 — * o | 17 175 e 
majority of debates excited in the courſe of this ſeſſion, the cents 
miniſtry derived their triumphs from the force of realon, 7 
as well as from the weight of influence. We ſhall always LEE 
however, except the. efforts that were made for reducing poſſible 
the number of land forces to fifteen thouſand, and main- es 
taining a greater number of ſeamen than the miniſtry p19 au 20 
. ene 
poſed. On theſe conſtitutional points the Earl of Egmont, money 
and the other chicfs of the oppoſition, expatiated vi Þ al tools 


the 


4 


Vol 
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the energy of eloquence ; which, however, was fruſtrated 
by the power of ſuperior number. Ten thouſand ſeamen 
yere voted for the ſervice of the enſuing year, notwith- 
ſanding his Majeſty's injunction to maintain a conſiderable 
navy; and the number of land-forces was continued at 


ſums granted for making good his Majeſty's engagements 


Brunſwick Wolfenbuttel, amounted to fifty three thouſand 


incurred by. the new colony of Nova-Scotia exceeded 


ettlements on the coaſt of Africa. The ſum total granted 
in this ſeſſion aroſe to four millions one hundred forty one 
ticuſand fix hundred fixty-one pounds, nine ſhillings, and 


ſurplus of divers impoſitions remaining in the Bank and 
Exchequer : one million by annuities, at three per cent. 
charged on the finking fund, until redeemed by parliament ; 
and nine hundred thouſand pounds out of the exceſs or 
oyerplus of monies denominated the ſinking fun. 


this ſeffion of parliament was the reduction of the intereſt 


chooſe to receive their principal, rather than ſubmit to a 


eighteen thouſand eight hundred and fifty-ſeven. The 


two hundred and twenty-five pounds ſterling. The ſer- 
vices done by the colonies in North-America, during the 
var, were gratified with the ſum of one hundred twenty- 
tyo thouſand two hundred forty-fix pounds. The expenſe 


eleven pence half-penny, to be raiſed by the land tax, at 
three ſhillings in the pound; the malt, and other duties, the 


y XXXII. But the capital meaſure which diſtinguiſhed | 


on the publick funds; a ſcheme which was planned and 
executed by the miniſter, without any national diſturbance 

or diſquiet, to the aſtoniſhment of all Europe; the different 
nations of which could not comprehend how it would be 
poſſible for the government, at the cloſe of a long expenſive : 
war, which had ſo conſiderably drained the country, and 
augmented the enormous burthen of national debt, to find 
money for paying off ſuch of the publick creditors as might 
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with the EleQors of Bavaria and Mentz, and the Duke of 


ſerenty· ix thouſand pounds. A ſmall ſum was voted for 
the improvement of Georgia; and ten thouſand pounds 
were granted towards the ſupport of the Britiſh forts and 
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BOOK reduction of the intereſt. It was not very much fer th 


4 uu. honour of the oppoſition, that ſome of its leading meme 


nomy, by taking opportunities of affirming in parliamen, 
in oppoſition to his Majeſty's ſpeech, that the nation, {x 


all the treaties lately concluded among the different poyer 
of Europe were, in effect, diſadvantageous and prejudicid 
to the intereſts of Great-Britain. In anſwer to theſe aſſer 
tions; Mr. Pelham undettook to prove, from the regiſt 
of exports and imports, that the commerce of the kingdo 


the vigourof public credit, and the augmentation of national 


years riſen to a very conſiderable increaſe ; and the duties 
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endeavoured to impede this great mathine of civil a 


from being in a flouriſhing condition, was almoſt entirch| 
exhauſted ; that commerce drooped and declined ; tha 
publick credit ſtood tottering on the brink of ruin ; andtha 


was mote extenſive at this than at any former period ; and 


that ' the publick credit was ſtrong enough to admit of Edo 
experiment, which he would not preſume to hazard, ex 
cept upon a moral certainty of its being firmly rooted, e A 
yond the power of accident and faction to ſhake or oer. * Ther 
turn. He declared, that his deſign of reducing the intereſt r * 
upon the funds was the reſult of the love he bore his coun 33 
try, and an opinion that it was the duty of the ſervants un intereſt 
the crown to caſe the burthens of the people. He ſaid, he 9-*ighth 
had conferred on this ſubject with perſons of the moſt a- r £20k 
| i j mence fro1 
proved knowledge, and undoubted experience; and choſe hundred a 
to promulgate the method propoſed for alleviating the load « redemp 
of the national debt, that the public, in knowing the parti bie thai 
culars of the ſcheme, might have time to conſider them a 2 
leiſure, and ſtart ſuch objections as ſhould occur to their 3 
reflexion, before it might be too late to adopt amendments. fity-fever 
He obſerved, that nothing could more clearly demonſtrate 9 
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commerce, than the price of ſtock, which had within three 


on imports, which in nine months had added one million to 
the ſinking fund, notwithſtanding a very extraordinaly 
ſum which had been paid as bounties for exported corn. 


He expreſſed great tenderneſs and regard for the intereſts of All thi 
thoſe who had advanced their money for the ſervice of to 3 a 
3 5 rge 
government duct 


theſe reſe 
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government; ; declaring, that his aim was to contrive a fair, CH AP. 
honeſt, and equitable method for leſſening the national 1. 
incumbrances, by lowering the intereſt, conformable to Ne 
| parliamentary faith, and agrecable to the rules of eternal 

juſtice. His plan was accordingly communicated, can- 

vaſſed, and approved in the Houſe of Commons, and an 

act paſſed for reducing the intereſt of the funds which con- 

ſtitute the national debt*. In purſuance of this act, for 

the reduQtion of the intereſt, the greater part of the credi- 

tors complied with the terms propoſed, and ſubſcribed their 

reſpective annuities before the end of February; but the 

three great companies at firſt kept aloof, and refuſed to 

ſubſcribe any part of their capital. 

XXXIII. About the middle of March the Commons An. 1750? 
ordered the proper officers to lay before them an account of 

8 2 the 


* The reſolutions of the Commons on this head were printed by authority 
in the London- Gazette, ſignifying, That thoſe who were, or ſhould be, pro- 
prietors of any part of the publick debt, redeemable by law, incurred before 
Michaelmas, in the year one thouſand ſeven hundred and forty nine, carrying 
olf an intereſt of four per centum per annum, who ſhould, on or before the twen- 
ty-eighth day of February in that year, ſubſcribe their names, ſignifying 
their conſent to accept of an intereſt-of thee pounds per gentum, to com- 
mence from the twenty-fifth day of December, in the year one thouſand ſeven 
hundred and fifty- ſeven, ſubje& to the ſame proviſions, notices, and clauſes 
of redemption to which their reſpective ſums at four per centum were then 
lable ſhould, in lieu of their preſent intereſt, be entitled to four per centum 
till the twenty-fifth day of December in the year one thouſand ſeven hundred 
and fifty ; and after that day, to three pounds ten ſhillings per centum per 
annum, till the twenty-=fifth Day of December one thouſand ſeven hundred and 
hity.ſeven ; and no part of that debt, except what was due to the Eaſt-India 
ate company, ſhould be redeemable to this period: That if any part of the na- 
tional debt, incurred before laſt Michaelmas, redeemable by law, and carry= 
ing an intereſt of four per centum, ſhould remain unſubſcribed on or before 
the thirtieth day of May, the government ſhould pay off the principal. For 
this purpoſe his Majeſty was enabled to borrow of any perſon or perſons, 
to bodies politic or corporate, any ſum or ſums of money not exceeding that 


ary part of the national debt which might remain unſubſcribed, to be charged 
2 on the ſinking fund, upon any terms not exceeding 1 the rate of intereſt in 

: the foregoing propoſal, 
0 All the duties appropriated to the payment of the intereſt were ſtill con- 
then tinued, and the ſurplus of theſe incorporated with the ſinking fund for the 


liſcharge of the principal. Books were opened for the ſubſcription at the 
krchequer, the Bank of England, and the South- Sea houſe; and copies of 
lheſe reſolutions tranſmitted to the directors of all the monie ed corporations: 
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K the ſums which had been ſubſcribed, and theſe were taken [pprove 
into conſideration by a committee of the whole Houſe. | tedeem 
was then that Mr. Pelham, as chancellor of the Exche. i which | 
quer, obſerved, That, beſides the debts due to the three pt 
great companies in their corporate capacity, all the reſt, | the Eat 
carrying four per centum intereſt, had been ſubſcribed, er- heir Þþ 
cept about eight or nine millions, the proprietors of which I z 

had forfeited the favour deſigned them by parliament : but eng 

as many of theſe had been miſled by evil counſellors, we be 58 
perhaps were more intent on diſtreſſing the government, PRs: 
than ſollicitous to ſerve their friends ; and as many were PID 
foreigners, reſiding beyond ſea, who had not time to take i , by 
proper advice, and give the neceſſary inſtructions; and az r 
theſe oould not poſſibly be diſtinguiſhed from ſuch as re- my 
fuſed to ſubſcribe from mere obſtinacy or diſaffeRion, it I Xt 
mounta 


might be thought cruel to take the moſt rigorous advantage 
of the forfeiture they had incurred. With reſpe& to the 2006s 
proprietors of the ſtock or capital belonging to the three ME 
| great companies, he aſſerted, that many of them would 5 
willingly have ſubſcribed their properties within the time (pu 
Iimited, but were neceſſarily excluded by the majority on Roe 
the ballot; and as it was equally impoſſible to know thoſe Nair 
who were againſt the queſtion on the ballot, he thought td, ang 
that ſome tenderneſs was due even to the proprietors of As 
thoſe three companies: his opinion, therefore, was, that ee ba 
they and the uncomplying annuitants ſhould be indulged i 
with further time to complete their ſubſcription 5 but, in n 
order to preſerve the authority of parliament, and the re- ihe 295 
ſpect due to that auguſt aſſembly, they ought not to be X 
gratified with ſuch advantageous terms as were allowed to 
the annuitants who at firſt chearfully complied with the 
propoſals offered by the legiſlature. For theſe reaſons he 
propoſed, That although the term of ſubſcribing fhould 
be protracted till the thirtieth day of May, the encourage 
ment of three pounds ten ſhillings per centum per annum 
fhould not be continued to the ſecond ſubſeribers longer 
than till the fifth day of December, in the year one thou- 


ſand ſeven hundred and fiſty- five. The propoſal being 
| approved, 
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| Lt a bifl was framed for this purpoſe, as well as for C H A P. 
tedeeming fuch annuities as ſhould not be ſubſcribed, I. 
vhich paſſed through both Houſes, and was enacted into a 2 ν 
| 750. 
aw, after having received an additional clauſe, empowering 
[the Eaſt-India Company, in caſe they ſhould ſubſcribe all 
their ſtock bearing an intereſt of four per centum, to bor- 
row, with the conſent of the Treaſury, any ſums not ex- 
ceeding four millions two hundred thouſand pounds, after 
the ſeveral rates of intereſt before propoſed to be paid by the 
publick, and one million more at three per centum per 
annum. They were alſo veſted with a power to raiſe mo- 
| ney by bonds, as formerly; yet ſo as the whole, including 
the annuities, ſhould not exceed what they were by former 
acts empowered to borrow. The objections to the execu- 
tion of this project, which by many were deemed inſur- 
mountable, entirely vanithed before the fortitude, perſe- 
yerance, and caution of the miniſter; who had ſecured, 
among the. moneyed men of the nation, the promiſe of | 
ſuch ſums as would have been ſufficient to pay off the 
capital belonging to thoſe creditors who might refuſe to 
accept the intereſt thus reduced. The ſecond ſubſcription | 
had the defired effe&. The three great companies acquieſc- 
ed, and their example was followed by the other ſcrupulous 
annuitants : the national burthen was comfortably light- 
encd, and the ſinking fund confiderably increaſed, without 
producing the leaſt perplexity or diſturbance in the com- 
monwealth; a circumſtance that could not fail to excite 
the admiration and enyy of all Chriſtendom. 
XXXIV. The mutiny-bill for the enſuing year was 
mitigated with an eſſential alteration, relating to the oath 
of ſecreſy impoſed upon the members of every court- 
martial, who were now releaſed from this reſerve if re- 
quired to give evidence, by due courſe of law, in any court 
of judicature; and whereas, by the former mutiny-bill, 2 
general was empowered to order the reviſal of any ſentence 
dy a court-martial as often as he pleaſed, and, on that 
pretence, to keep in confinement a man who had been 
quitted upon a fair trial, it was now enacted, That no 

| ſentence 


. ——— — — — — — n — 
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ſentence pronounced by any court-martial, and figned by 
the preſident, ſhould be more than once liable to reviſal. 
Colonel George Townſhend, fon of Lord Viſcount 
Townſhend, who had equally diſtinguiſhed himſelf by his 
civil and military accompliſhments, propoſed another 
_ clauſe, for preventing any non-commiſſioned officer's bein 
broke, or reduced into the ranks; or any ſoldier's being 
puniſhed, but by the ſentence of a court- martial. Hegare 

the Houſe to underſtand, that certain perſons attended at 
the door, who from the ſtation of non-commiſſoned officer; 
had been broke, and reduced into the ranks, without trial, 
or any cauſe aſſigned; and he expatiated not only upon 
the iniquity of ſuch proceedings, but alſo upon the danger 
of leaving ſuch arbitrary power 1n the hands of any ind: 
vidual officer. A warm debate was the conſequence of 


this motion, | which, however, was over-ruled by the 


majority. 
$ XXX V. Among other regulations made in the courſe 
of this ſeſſion for the encouragement of the Britiſh manu- 


5 factures, a large duty was laid upon Iriſh ſail-cloth, which, | 


being ſold at an under price, was found to interfere with 
the ſame ſpecies of commodity fabricated in the iſland of 
Great-Britain ; and, for the further benefit of this laſt, the 
bounty upon the exportation of it, which had been de- 
ducted from a defective fund, was now made payable out 
of the Cuſtoms.” This meaſure, however, was not of ſuch 
importance to the nation as the act which they paſſed for 
encouraging the importation of pig and bar iron from the 
Britiſh colonies in North-America. Every well-wiſher to 
his country reflected with concern on the nature of the 
Britiſh trade with Sweden, from which kingdom the ſub- 
jects of his Britannick Majeſty imported more iron and 

ſteel than all the other countries in Europe. For this ar- 
 ticle they paid a very great balance in ready money, which 
the Swedes again expended i in purchaſing from the French, 
and other mercantile powers, thoſe neceſſaries and ſuper- 
Auities with which they might bave been as cheaply fur- 


niſhed by Great Britain. In the mean time, the Eng! liſh 
colonic 


Ecolonie: 
making 
(their ir 
| neceſſit 


reſtrict 


ſettlem: 


the int 
ſums, 1 
part of 
Americ 
manuf⸗ 
for tak1 
into th 
Sweder 
the pla 
Houſe | 
and ba 


The 
which m 
was the 1 
while it 
about th 
ſhould p 
number ( 
woods u 
cak-bark 
They ne 
only, nc 
number 
was like 
works, 
poſſeſſioi 
ves, belc 
expenſe 

of whicl 
ported, 

a law, it 
which v 
would ; 
plenty at 
underſel 
ſiroyed, 

to ſeek t 
if all the 


GEORGE II. 


i making advantage of their own produce, in exchanging 
their iron for ſuch commodities as they were under the 
neceſſity of procuring from their mother-country. Such 


ſettlements, but alſo attended with manifeſt prejudice to 


| ; 
: the intereſt of Great-Britain, annually drained of great 
ſums, in favour of an ungrateful nation, from which no 


art of them returned; whereas the iron imported from 


manufactures. The Commons having appointed a day 
for taking this affair into conſideration, carefully examined 


reſtriction was not only a cruel grievance upon our own 


America muſt of neceſſity come in exchange for our own 


= 3 


E.clonies in America werc reſtricted by ſevere duties from c HA P. 


I, 


| 1750, 


« into the ſtate of the Britiſh commerce carried on with 
. Vsoeden, as well as into the accounts of iron imported from 
Ade plantations in America; and a committee of the whole 
de Houſe having reſolved, that the duties on American pig 
and bar iron ſhould be removed, a bill“ was brought in 
le 25 
u- * The moſt remarkable circumſtance attending the progreſs of this bill 
b. which made its way through horh Houſes, and obtained the royal aſſent, 
was the number of contradictory petitions in favour and in prejudice of it, 
th while it remained under confideration, The tanners of leather in and 
of about the town of Sheffield, in Yorkſhire, repreſented, That if the bill 
h ſhould paſs, the Engliſh iron would be underſold; conſequently a great 
c number of furnaces and forges would be diſcontinued : in that caſe the 
e- woods uſed for fuel would ſtand uncut, and the tanners be deprived of 


cak-bark ſufficient for the continuance and ſupport of their occupation, 
They nevertheleſs owned, that ſhould the duty be removed from pig iron 
only, no ſuch conſequence could be apprehended ; becauſe, ſhould the 
number of furnaces be lefſened, that of forges would be increaſed, This 
was likewiſe the plea urged in divers remonſtrances by maſters of iron- 


works, gentlemen, and freeholders, who had tracts of wood- land in their 
to poſſeſſion, The owners, proprietors, and farmers of furnaces and iron-for- 
1 des, belonging to Sheffield and its neighbourhood, enlarged upon the great 


expenſe they had incurred in erecting and ſupporting iron-works, by means 
of which great numbers of his Majeſty's ſubjects were comfortably ſup- 


a law, it could not in any degree leſſen the conſumption of Swediſh iron, 


which was uſed fer purpoſes which neither the American nor Britiſh iron 


underſell the Britiſh iron, a branch of traffick which would be totally de- 
froyed, to the ruin of many thouſand labourers, who would be compelled 
to ſeek their livelihood in foreign countries, They likewiſe ſuggeſted, that 


upon 


ported, They expreſſed their apprehenſion, that ſhould the bill paſs into 


would anſwer : hut that the pro ofed encouragement, conſidering the 
plenty and cheapneſs of wood in America, would enable the colonies to 


fall the iron manufacturers of Great Britain . be obliged to depend ; 
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mis for ſlitting and rolling iron within the Britiſh colo. 
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for that purpoſe, containing a clauſe, however, to prevent 


| | Cuſtoms 
his Majeſty's ſubjects from making ſteel, and eſtabliſhing 


of the caf 
filter ies. 

red ed in 
criptions, 


nies of America; this precaution being taken, that the co- 
loniſts might not interfere with the manufaQures of their 


mother-country. | A ff the cor 
XXXVI. The next commercial improvement, of eemed ea 
which we ſhall take notice, was the bill for the encourage- WilſubjeQs o 
ment of the Britiſh white-herring and cod fiſheries. This Wlnterloper 
was likewiſe the reſult of mature deliberation, importing, Mett with 


That a bounty of thirty ſhillings per ton ſhould be granted, helſea a 


and paid out of the cuſtoms, to all new veſſels from Miſs a cru 
twenty to fourſcore tons burthen, which ſhould be built {Wiſould nei 
for that purpoſe, and actually employed in the fiſhery : n conter 


meariec 
ould be! 


That a ſociety ſhould be incorporated, under the name of 
the Free Britiſh Fiſhery, by a charter, not excluſive, with 


power to raiſe a capital not exceeding five hundred thou- $always 
ſand pounds; and that three poungs ten ſhillings per blution 
centum per annum ſhould be granted and paid out of the {MiſWiere all 

5 5 | EE e 15 Cuſtoms learer th: 


the iron-works and freeholders of the kingdom than the like quantity im- 


upon a ſupply of iron from the plantations, which muſt ever be rendered 


would probably decay for want of materials, and many thouſand families 


larger returns of their own produce, and encourage them to take a greater 


that metal ſufficient to carry on the manufacture; that if this deficiency 


that the encouragement of American iron would prove extremely beneficial 
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precarious by the hazard of the ſeas and the enemy, the manufaQures 


be reduced to want and miſery, On the other hand, the ironmongers 
and ſmiths belonging to the flouriſhing town of Birmingham, in Warwick. 
ſhire, preſented a petition, declaring, That the bill would be of great be- 
nefit to the trade of the nation, as it would enable the coloniſts to make 


quantity of the Britiſh manufactures. They affirmed, that all the iron 
works in the iſland of Great-Britain did not ſupply half that quantity of 


could be ſupplied from the colonies in America, the importation would 
ceaſe, and conſiderable ſums of money be ſaved to the nation. They ob- 
ſerved, that the importation of iron from America could no more affect 


ported from any other country; but they prayed that the people of Ame- 
rica might be reſtrained from erecting ſlitting or rolling mills, or forges for 
plating iron, as they would interfere with the manufaQures of Great-Britain, 
Many remonſtrances to the ſame effect were preſented from different 
parts of the kingdom; and it appeared, upon the moſt exact enquiry, 


to the kingdom, as it had been found, upon' trial, applicable to all the 
uſes of Swediſh iron, and as good in every. reſpect as the produce of that 
country. . | 1 HE 
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cuſtoms to the proprietors for fourteen years, for fo much CHAP, 
of the capital as ſnould be actually employed in the ſaid „ I. by 
eheties: Correſponding” chambers were propoſed to be 17 _ 1 — 
ed ed in remote parts of North - Britain, for taking in ſub- | 
criptions, and profecuting the trade, under the directions 
the company at London; and the nation in general FA 
kemed eager to diſpute this branch of commerce with the 
ſubjects of Holland, whom they conſidered as ungrateful 
nterlopers. In the Houſe of Peers, however, the bill 
net with a formidable oppoſition from the Earl of Win- 
helſea and Lord Sandys, who juſtly obſerved, That it 
"I! crude, indigeſted ſcheme, which, in the execution, 
ould never anſwer the expectations of the people: That 
1 contending with the Dutch, who are the patterns of 
wearied induſtry, and the moſt rigid economy, nothing 
vuld be more abſurd than a joint-ſtock company, which 
$always clogged with extraordinary expenſe ; and the #4 
colution of fitting out veſſels at the port of London, 
ere all ſorts of materials, labour, and ſeamen are ſo much 
karer than in any other part of the united kingdom, ex- 
luſive of the great diſtance and dangerous voyage between 

e metropolis and the Sound of Braſſa, in Shetland, the 
endezvous at which all the herring-buſfes were to affemble 

u the beginning of the fiſhing ſeaſon. They likewiſe 
00k notice of the heavy duty on falt, uſed in curing the 
Ih for ſale, and the beef for proviſion to the mariners ; a 
frumſtance of itſelf ſufficient to diſcourage adventurers 
om embarking in a commerce which, at beſt, yields but 
ety ſlender . to the trader in Aer how in- 


ranch of trade could not be Fairly ſet on 1 foot, Sithout ſuch 
Onfiderable ſum of money as no ſingle individual would 
"= to advance; that a joint-ſtock company would be able 
proſecute the kſhery at a ſmaller expenſe than that which 
ticular traders muſt neceſſarily incur ; that the preſent 
it of the nation, which was eagerly bent upon trying 

the 
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'BOOKk the experiment, ought not to be baulked by delay, le i 


more agreeable to the publick than the ſanction of the 
legiſlature to this favourite plan, which was ardently pro- 
= moted, and patroniſed by men of the greateſt eminence foi 
wealth and popularity. The company choſe for thei 
5 governour the Prince of Wales, who received this proof 
ix of their attachment and reſpe& with particular marks 0 


rovemer 
raw 11 
ble on 
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III. ſhouldevaporate ; and that though the plan was not un. * ” 

* exceptionable, the defects of it might in the ſequel be te. 7 pa ; 
by mamedied by the legiſlature. In a word, the bill was adopted "HOT 
* by the majority, with a ſmall amendment in the title, ng # | 
1 which produced ſome diſquiets in the Lower-Houſe: but ne * 
1 this diſpute was compromiſed, and it was enacted into a = : 
„* law towards the cloſe of the ſeſſion. Nothing could he as 28 


op een _ 


ſatisfaction: the preſident and vice-preſident were both 1 15 

aldermen of London; and the council was compoſed o | «4 i 

thirty gentlemen, the majority of whom were members 0 4 3 

parliament, Great pains were taken, and ſome arti. th. 

was uſed, to learn the Dutch method of curing the fil. KEE 

People crowded with their ſubſcriptions 3 a number q, raw ſ 

hands were employed in building and equipping the buſſe ty 

of veſſels uſed in the fiſhery ; and the moſt favourable con. 3 

ſequences were expected from the general vigour ai. 5 | 

alacrity which animated theſe preparations. But tht b reit 

ſucceſs did not gratify the ſanguine hopes of the project! ome bill; 

and adventurers. | The objections made in the Houſe 0 of FE 1 

1 Lords ſoon appeared to have been well founded: the. we! 

[+ co-operating with miſmanagement in the direQors, th 1 

5 ſpirit of the company began to flag, the natural con: F 

quences of commercial diſappointment, and now ti icknowlec 

Britiſh fiſhery ſeems to langyiſh under the neglect of th no (eff 

Tegiſſature. EI On LED —K— 

$ XXXVIII. Touching the trade to the coaſt of Affe (XXX 

| petitions were renewed by the company and its credito ied + 

| the merchants of Briſtol, Liverpool, and Lancaſter; "nl If judge 

P a remonſtrance was preſented by the planters and mercha". progr 

intereſted in the Britiſh ſugar ſettlements in America: ty of W 
0 the Commons adhered to their former reſolutions of la | 
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lantations. The bill was accordingly framed and pre- 
nted, and having proceeded through both Houſes with- 
ut oppoſition, obtained the royal aſſent. Over and above 
ce wiſe, ſalutary, and patriotick meaſures for the im- 
rovement of commerce, they encouraged the importation 


fought in for the encouragement of the growth and culture 
f filk in Carolina and Georgia, where it had been lately 
roduced with extraordinary ſucceſs, by freeing from all 


minions in America: and a third was framed, permit- 


n Ruſſia, to be imported into Great-Britain, from any 
jrt or place belonging to the empire of Ruſſia, Divers 


o reQfy certain abuſes in the army and adminiſtration : 
me bills were brought in, and ſeveral petitions were 
ft on the table; but all of them proved abortive, from 


res advantageous to the community. 

FAXX VIII. The people, however, were not entirely 
tified with the conduct of the adminiſtration, if we 
May judge from the ferment and commotions raiſed during 
he progreſs of an election for a citizen to repreſent the 
ity of Weſtminſter in parliament. The ſeat which had 


having 


enſe, and regulating the commerce by a committee of I. 
nerchants, repreſenting the chief trading towns in the 3 
ingdom, to be ſuperintended by the board of trade. and 


{ raw filk by an act, reducing the duties formerly pay- 
Wc on that which was the growth of China to the ſame 
hat is raiſed on the raw filk from Italy, and allowing the 
me drawback upon the exportation of the one which had 
ken uſually granted on the other. A ſecond bill was 


ties that which ſhould be imported from his Majeſty” * 


ing raw filk of the growth or produce of Perſia, purchaſed 


forts were made, by different members in the oppoſition, 


be power and influence of the miniſter, who ſeemed re- 
ded that no benefit ſhould flow upon the nation through 
Iny channel but his own. Nevertheleſs, it muſt be 
Kknowledged, for the honour of his memory, that there 
no ſeſſion on record ſo productive as this was of mea- 


en filled by Lord Trentham, n ſon of Earl Gower, 


- 0: 
pen the trade, maintaining the forts at the publick ex- o HA p. 


I, 
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B.O O K having become vacant, in conſequence of that nobleman} 
i.. accepting a place at the board of Admiralty, he again de. 
TR WV clared himſelf a candidate, and met with-a violent oppo. 

ſition. Thoſe who ſtiled themſelves the independent 
eleQors of Weſtminſter, being now: incenſed to an un. 
common degree of turbulence by the interpoſition of mini 
ſterial influence, determined to uſe their utmoſt endeavour; 

to baffle the deſigns of the court, and at the ſame time 

take vengeance on the family of Earl Gower, who ha 
entirely abandoned the oppoſition, of which he ya 
formerly one of the moſt reſpeQable leaders. With thi 

view they held conſultations, agreed to reſolutions, and 

ſet up a private gentleman, named Sir George V andeput, 
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as the competitor of Lord Trentham, declaring that they” a 
would ſupport his pretenſions at their own expenſe, being ine extr 
the more encouraged to this enterpriſe by the countenance ed amor 
and aſſiſtance of the Prince of Wales and his adherents" the 
They accordingly opened houſes of entertainment for the 4 ith de 
partiſans, ſollicited votes, eirculated remonſtrances, an- ending 
propagated abuſe: in a word, they canvaſſed, with so. ertun! 
prifing ſpirit and perſeverance, againſt the whole interel thout th 
of St. James's, Mobs were hired and proceſſions madt pad cong 
on both ſides, and the city of Weſtminſter was filled wi ublick Cl 
tumult and uproar. The mutual animoſity of the pattie futatior 
ſeemed every day to increaſe during the election, and M umediat: 
great number of unqualified votes were preſented on bo Froinbed 

| fides : all the powers of inſinuation, obloquy, and rid ud emba; 
cule were employed to vilify and depreciate both cand wan 0 
dates. At length the poll being cloſed, a majority of} XX 
votes appeared in behalf of Lord Trentham: but a ſcrutin 4 cbruar 
being demanded by the other fide, the returning offt a Auro 
complied with their requeſt. The Speaker of the Lone a, of a 
Houſe had iſſued his warrant for a new writ of ele&i0 Wes 
about the middle of November; and towards the endo : the © 
February Mr. Fox, ſecretary at war, ſtanding up, an Ted, 1 
obſerving that no return had yet been made, though es to 
proper to move, That the clerk of the crown, the me ble Pez 
nden peſt of 


ſenger extraordinary attending the great ſeal, the u 
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1 Middleſex, and the high-bailiff of Weſtminſter, C * AP. 
ſhould attend next morning, and give an account of their it 
ſuing, delivering, and executing the writ of election. —— 1 
heſe being examined, and the high-bailiff declaring that E 
te would-proceed with all poffible diſpatch in the ſcrutiny, | 
rich had been demanded and was begun, Mr. Speaker 
wlained to him ſome particulars of his duty; in the 
charge of which, he was given to underſtand he might 
kvend upon the protection of the Houſe, ſhould he meet 
th any obſtruction which he could not otherwiſe ſur- 
wunt. By the violence and caprice with which a great 
ber of votes were conteſted on both ſides, the ſcrutiny 
a protracted a long time, andthe return attended with 
me extraordinary conſequences, which ſhall be particular- 
kdamong the tranſactions of the next year, In the mean 
me, the preſent. ſeſſion of parliament was cloſed on the 
wth day of April, with a ſpeech from the throne, com- 
fading the Commons for having ſeiſed the very firſt 
pportunity of reducing the intereſt of the national debt, 
ithout the leaſt infringement upon the faith of parliament ; | 
kind congratulating them on the flouriſhing ſtate of the 
wblick credit, which could not fail to add ſtrength and 
qutation to the government, both at home and abroad. 
2 ediately after the riſing of the parliament his Majeſty 
pointed a regency to govern the kingdom in his abſence, : 
embarked for the continent, in order to vaſit his 
erman dominions. 
XXXIX. The month of January and the beginning 
February were diſtinguiſhed, the firſt by a very remark- 
le Aurora Borealis, appearing at night to the north- 
alt, of a deep and duſky red colour, like the reflexion of 
Me great fire, for which it was by many people miſtaken ; 
Ws the corruſcations, unlike thoſe that are generally 
nM" *"<d, did not meet in the zenith, but in a point ſome | 
dees to the ſouthward. February was uſhered in by 
ble peals of thunder, flaſhes of lightning, and ſuch a 
peſt of wind, hail, and rain, as overwhelmed with 
rand conſternation the inhabitants of Briſtol, where 
— — 7 | | 
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it chiefly raged. On the eighth day of the ſame month, e 
between twelve 2nd one in the afternoon, the peoplec wa 4 
London were ſtill more dreadfully alarmed by the ſhock ts oor 
of an earthquake, which ſhook all the houſes with ſuck WIA 
violence, that the furniture rocked on the floors, the : 
pewter and porcelaine rattled on the ſhelves, the chamb, xcpolf 
bells rang, and the whole of this commotion was attended Moral 
with a clap or noiſe reſembling that produced by the fa e 
of ſome heavy piece of furniture. The ſhock extended ae 
through the cities of London and Weſtminſter, and wa ics 
felt on both ſides of the river Thames, from Greennich ue r 
to the Weſtward of London; but not perceptible at an ou 
conſiderable diſtance, On the very ſame day of the raff v fle 
month, between five and fix o'clock in the morning, tht TERA 
inhabitants of the metropolis were again affrighted by: 4 75 
ſecond ſhock, more violent than the firſt, and abundant 5 
more alarming, as it waked the greater part of the peopl Kine 
from their repoſe. It was preceded by a ſucceſſion « hai es 
thick low flaſhes of lightning, and a rumbling noiſe, f Me 
that of a heavy carriage rolling over a hollow pavement wortion.: 
The ſhock itſelf conſiſted of repeated vibrations, whic and phil 
laſted ſome ſeconds, and violently ſhook every houſe fro fees 
top to bottom. Again the chairs rocked, the = ardly b. 
_ clattered, the ſmall bells rang, and in ſome places pubſi i April 
clocks were heard to ſtrike. Many perſons, rouſed by tt flled w; 
terrible viſitation, ſtarted naked from their beds, and rat Lin; 
to their doors and windows in diſtraction: yet no life 2 Nied; 
loſt, and no houſe overthrown by this concuſſion, thou, 5 
it was fo dreadtul as to threaten an 1 "i 
of the globe. The circumſtance, however, did not ' ber ref 
to make a deep impreſſion upon 1gnorant, mos " were ſoor 
ſuperſtitious minds, which were the more ee * temed 
conſideration that the two ſhocks were periodical; r bac 
the ſecond, which happened exactly one month pou | XI. 
firſt, had been the more violent; and that the my oe the 
creaſing in proportion, might be attended with x GniNe 
diſmal conſequences. This general notion was cont cluded 


; le by k. 
and indeed propagated, among all ranks of E 
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admonitions of a fanatick ſoldier, who publickly preached C H a p. 
up repentance, and boldly propheſied that the next ſhock I. 
would' happen on the ſame of April, and totally deſtroy * 
the cities of London and Weſtminſter. Conſidering the 9 55 
infe ctious nature of fear and ſuperſtition, and the emphatic 

manner in which the imagination had been prepared and 
prepoſſeſſed, it is no wonder that the prediction of this 

literate enthuſiaſt ſhould have contributed in a great 

meaſure to augment the general terror. The churches 

yere crowded with penitent ſinners: the ſons of riot and 

profligacy were overawed into ſobriety and decorum. 

The ſtreets no longer reſounded with execrations, or the 

noiſe of brutal licentiouſneſs; and the hand of charity 

mas liberally opened. Thoſe whom fortune had enabled 

to retire from the devoted city fled to the country with 

hurry and precipitation, inſomuch that the highways were 
encumbered with horſes and carriages. Many who had, 

in the beginning, combated theſe groundleſs fears with 

the weapons of reaſon and ridicule, began inſenſibly to 

inbibe the contagion, and felt their hearts fail, in pro- 

portion as the hour of probation approached : even ſcience 

and philoſophy were not proof againſt the unaccountable 

tfe&s of this communication. In after-ages it will 

hardly be believed, that on the evening of the eighth day 

od April the open fields that ſkirt the metropolis were 

llled with an incredible number of people, aſſembled in 

chairs, in chaiſes, and coaches, as well as on foot, who 

waited in the moſt fearful ſuſpenſe until morning and 

of return of day diſproved the truth of the dreaded pro- 

bey. Then their fears vaniſhed: they returned to 
heir reſpective habitations in a tranſport of joy; and 
Were ſoon reconciled to their abandoned vices, which they | 
kemed to reſume with redoubled affection, and once 8 | 
re bade defiance to the vengeance of heaven. 

XL. By this time all the jails in England were filled 
* u the refuſe of the army and navy, which having been 
med lnifſed at the peace, and either averſe to labour, or 
acluded from employment, had naturally preyed upon 
tio 1 5 3 ee the 


| | | 
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ſerviceable to the community, were executed as examples; 
that the very air they breathed acquired a peſtilential degree 
of putrefaction. It was this putrified air, which, adher- 


audience a peſtilential fever, which infected and proved 
fatal to the lord- mayor of London, to one alderman, tuo 
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who, by proper regulations, might have been rendered 


and the reſt periſhed miſerably, amidſt the ſtench and 
horrors of noiſome dungeons. Even the priſon of Ney. 
gate was rendered fo infectious by the uncommon crowds 
of confined felons, ſtewed together in cloſe apartments, 


ing to the clothes of the malefactors brought to trial at 
the bar of the Old-Bailey in May, produced among the 


of the judges, divers lawyers who attended the ſeſſion, ths 6 X 
greateſt part of the jury, and a conſiderable number of the not , 
ſpectators. In order to prevent ſuch diſaſters for tie c,.q 
future, the jails were cleanſed, and accommodated wit nearly 
ventilators, which exhauſt the foul and ſupply a cir and h 
lation of freſh air; and other humane precautions were tance 
taken for the benefit of the priſoners. & His fi 
{I XLI. The affairs of the continent underwent no fe court 
markable alteration, An ambaſſador extraordinary being the ſy 
ſent to Peterſburgh from the court of London, declared Joſep] 
to the Czarina's miniſter, that in caſe of a rupture between the pi 
Ruſſia and Sweden, occaſioned by the hoſtilities com this) 
mitted by the former power, his Britannick Majeſty woul purpo 
conſider Ruſſia as the aggreſſor, and the Czarina could the el 
not expect that he would ſupply her with the juccour Bn whicl 
which he was engaged by treaty to furniſh for her defence untur 
in caſe ſhe ſhould be attacked. A declaration of the (amt ces. 
nature was made by the ambaſſador of her Imperial M- Engl: 
jeſty the Queen of Hungary, while the miniſters of Franc Bl and ( 
and Pruſſia, who were in ſtrict alliance with Sweden WM clude 
gave her to underſtand, that they would punctually full VG or an 
their engagements with the court of Stockholm, ſhov! ſterlir 
ſhe actually invade the Swediſh territories of Finland. The the 8 
{pirit with which the King of Pruſſia exerted himſelf on of ſix 
this occaſion gave infinite umbrage to the Czarina, whos V 
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ſter of Brandenburgh with contemptuous negleq, and 
even refuſed to favour him with an audience, till he ſhould 
| he veſted with the character of ambaſſador. Thus were 


powers, which, in the ſequel, grew up to the moſt bitter 
have deſolated the faireſt provinces of Germany. The 
remonſtrance of his Pruſſian Majeſty with reſpect to the 
troubles of the North was couched in ſuch terms as gave 
diſſatisfaction to the court of Peterſburgh. The Ruſſian 
miniſter retired from Berlin without the ceremony of 
taking leave, and the Pruſſian ambaſſador Warendorf was 


recalled from the court of the Czarina. PRs 
XLII. The attention of his Britannick Majeſty was 


tance to the commerce and advantage of Great-Britain- 
court of Vienna, to take ſuch meaſures as would ſecure 
| Joſeph, eldeſt ſon and heir of the reigning Emperor. As 
this young prince King of the Romans; and for this 


which the propoſal muſt have paſſed. No ſtone was left 
unturned to reconcile this expedient to the German prin- 


cluded with the Elector of Bavaria, who, in conſideration 


the States-General, engaged to keep in readineſs a body 
of fix thouſand infantry, as auxiliaries to the Maritime 


ſown the ſeeds of miſunderſtanding between thoſe two 


animoſity, and ſerved to inflame thoſe diſſentions which 


not wholly engroſſed by the diſputes between Ruſha and 
Sweden. He had another object in view, which more 
nearly concerned the intereſt of his German dominions ; 
and had ſet on foot two negociations of the utmoſt impor- 
His firſt and principal aim was, in conjunction with the 
the ſucceſſion of the Imperial dignity to the Archduke 
the previous ſtep to that elevation, it was propoſed to elect 
purpoſe it was neceſſary to procure a majority not only of 


the electors, but alſo in the diet of the empire, through _ 


ces. Subſidies were offered by the maritime powers of 
England and the States-General to the Electors of Mentz 
and Cologn; and a treaty of the ſame nature was con- 


of an annual ſubſidy, amounting to forty thouſand pounds 
ſterling, two thirds to be paid by Britain, and the reſt by | 


Yoo- Ht: N Powers, 
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BOO k Powers, though not to act againſt the Emperor or empire; 
and to join the intereſt of his Britannick Majeſty in the 
diet, as well as in the electoral college. In order to render 
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monarch had ſet himſelf up as a balance to the power of 


_ Propoſed, either actuated by a ſpirit of pure patriotiſm, or 
inſpired with deſigns which he had not yet thought proper 


Palatine, and countenanced by the French King; who 
_ proteſted, that, for the ſake of peace, he would not oppoſe 
this election, though contrary to the Golden Bull, pro, 
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the King of Poland, Elector of Saxony, propitious to | protec 


this deſign, he was accommodated with the loan of 7 on 
a very conſiderable ſum, upon the mortgage of certain i © 
bailiwicks and lordſhips belonging to the Saxon dominions, i beg, 
Thus, a majority of the eleQors was ſecured, and ſuch Hy 
foundations were laid for the ſucceſs of this project, that 1 
it was generally believed it would be accompliſhed in his IPOD) 
Britannick Majeſty's next viſit to his German dominions, * Ki ry 
Hopes, it was faid, were given to the King of Sweden, es ; 
that his concurrence would be gratified by erecting the the a 
| houſe of Heſſe-Caſſel, of which he was head, into a tenth "WF 
electorate. Arguments of an intereſting nature were uſed (XI 
with the King of Pruſſia, and the Elector Palatine, that, Re of 
if poſſible, the diet might unanimouſly approve of this nreciſe 
meaſure, fo neceſſary for eſtabliſhing the peace of the 0 
empire, and preventing ſuch troubles as aroſe from a dif the ; ia | 
puted ſucceſſion at the death of Charles the Sixth. Theſe the fab) 
_ endeavours, however, did not ſucceed in their full er been 
tent. compro 
$ XLIH. : The King of Pruſſia, as Elector of de "WP 
burgh, oppoſed the election as unneceſſary and improper, ocraſt 
on account of the health and vigour of the reigning em- WW. the ir 
peror, and the tender years of the Archduke. This not 3 
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the Houſe of Auſtria, which had long aſpired to abſolute] 
dominion over its co-eſtates, and endeavoured to eſtabliſh 
an hereditary right of ſucceſſion to the empire: he, there- 
tore, employed all his influence to fruſtrate the meaſure 


to declare. The oppoſition was joined by the Electoſ 


vided 1 it ſhould be confirmed by the unanimous conſent 
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is diſſent, and he or any ſtate of the empire claim the 
protection and affiſtance of his Moſt Chriſtian Majeſty, 


| of his being guarantee of the treaty of Weſtphalia 3 an 
engagement by which he was obliged to ſuccour thoſe 
princes and ſtates of the empire who might have recourſe 
to him, in caſe of any grievance they ſuffered, contrary to 


co-operating with the known character of his Pruſſian 
Majeſty, whoſe great army overawed Hanover and Bo- 


the courts of Vienna and Herenhauſen had hitherto pro- 
ſecuted this important negociation. 

(XLIV. The ſecond object that employed the atten- 
ton of the Britiſh miniſtry was the eſtabliſnment of the 
preciſe limits of Acadia, or Nova-Scotia, where the new 
colony had ſuffered great miſchief and interruption from 


| he could not diſpenſe with granting both, in conſequence 


what was ſtipulated in that conſtitution. This declaration 


275 


the electoral college: but, ſhould any one member ſignify e n A P. l 


. 
3 
| 17 58. 


hemia, in all probability damped that vigour with which 


: the incurſions of the Indians, excited to theſe outrages by 
the ſubjects and emiſſaries of France. Commiſſaries had 


compromiſe theſe diſputes : but the conferences were ren- 


procraſtination, which the French commiſſioners oppoſed 
o the juſtice and perſpicuity of the Engliſh claims. They 


aiculties and matter foreign to the ſubject, but they 
carried the fineſſe of perfidy ſo far as to produce falſe 
tarts and maps of the country, in which the rivers and 
boundaries were miſplaced and miſrepreſented. At this 
ime alſo the inſincerity of the French court appeared in 
Meted delays and artful objections, with reſpe& to the 
acuation of the neutral iſlands in the Weſt-Indies ; and 


te French had begun to make enoroachments on the back 
the Engliſh colonics, Ls 
_— 3 $ XLV. 


been appointed, by both crowns, to meet at Paris, and 


dered abortive by every art of cavilling, chicanery, and 


not only miſinterpreted treaties, though expreſſed with 
the utmoſt preciſion, an perplexed the conferences with 


lie governours of the Britiſh plantations, in different 
parts of North-America, tranſmitted intelligence, that 
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all differences with Spain, upon ſuch terms as at an 
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$ XLV. Perhaps the precarious footing on which the 
peace ſtood between Great-Britain and France at thi; 
jun&ure, and the critical ſituation of affairs in Ger. 
many, deternſined the miniſtry of England to compromiſe 


other time they wonld hardly have embraced. In order 
to diſcuſs thoſe points between the two nations, which 


man, 
had not been ſettled by the treaty of Aix-la-Chapelle, ately 
conferences were alſo begun at Madrid, and carried on way f 
by Mr. Keene, plenipotentiary of his Britannick Majeſty, Wl ng m 
and Don Joſeph de Carvajal and Lancaſtro, the Spaniſh WW claime 
King's miniſter. At length a treaty was concluded on He v. 
theſe conditions : The King of Spain' engaged to pay, in penet 
three months, to the South-Sea company of England don, 
one hundred thouſand pounds ſterling, as an indemnii-Mif thoſe! 
cation for all claims upon his crown, by virtue of the Brita; 
Aſſiento. In other reſpects, the trade and navigation of retuen 
the Engliſh to the ports of Spain were regulated by for- 14 he 
mer treaties. It was ſtipulated, That they ſhould pay 10 :couir 
other duties than thoſe that were exacted of them inthe promo 
reign of Charles II. of Spain: That they ſhould be treatei i but de 
on the footing of the moſt favoured nations; and con fom: 
tinue to enjoy the privilege of taking ſalt at the iſland of ages n 
Tortuga. But there was no article reſtricting the Spa to (ws 
iſh guarda coſtas from ſearching the Britiſh veſſels o other 
the high ſeas ; although, as we have already obſerva the m 
this inſolent prerogative, aſſumed without right, and er Portug 
erciſed without humanity, was, in effect, the origin 4. tr 
and ſole cauſe of the late rupture, which had been 4 prince 
tended with ſuch enormous expenſe to the nation. | ry anc 
muſt be owned, however, that his Catholick Majcl!il on Jo 
was at this period extremely well diſpoſed to live ufo ©. : 
good terms with Great-Britain. He was reſolved to in bertec 
dulge his people with the bleſſings of peace, to propags 5X 
a ſpirit of induſtry throughout his dominions, and in PW „ Eng 
ticular to encourage commerce, which he foreſaw woul with - 
prove a much more certain and inexhauſtible ſource « treaty 
wealth, Poners e and influence, than all the treaſures he covl fuch dl 
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drain from the mines of Mexico and Pery. His reſolu- 
tions on this intereſting ſubje& were chiefly directed by 


London; a gentleman of Iriſh extract, who had diſtin- 


poſſeſſed the joint qualifications of a general and a ſtateſ- 
man. He had, by virtue of a paſſport, come over pri- 


viſhed himſelf in the field as well as in the cabinet, and 
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Don Ricardo Wall, who now ated as his miniſter at 


175 


le, I vately to England before the peace, in order to pave the 


on way for the treaty, by a ſecret negociation with the Eng- 
ty, liſh miniſters 3 but, immediately after the peace was pro- 


un claimed, he appeared in the chara der of ambaſſador. 


ou He was poſſeſſed of the moſt infinuating addreſs, ſhrewd, 


ug benetrating, and inquiſitive. While he reſided in Lon- 
and don, he ſpared no pains in learning the nature of 


Britain had been fo remarkably aggrandized 3 3 and on his 
return to Spain, where in a little time he was placed at 


acquired to the advantage of his country. He not only 


the true intereſts of his country, and in whom many 


iy and ſuperſtition. He was ſucceeded by his eldeft 


herited this paternal weakneſs. 
XL VI. The King of Great-Britain having returned 
to England, opened the ſeſhon of parliament in January 


ſuch differences as could not be ſo properly compromiſed 
| E | in 


with a ſpeech, importing, That he had concluded a 
ireaty with the King of Spain, and amicably adjuſted 


thoſe manufactures, and that commerce, by which Great- 


the helm of affairs, he turned the knowledge he had thus 


promoted the uſeful arts within the kingdom of Spain, 
but demonſtrated the infinite advantages that would accrue 
from an active trade, which the Spaniards had for many 
ages neglected; and in a few years their ſhips were ſeen 
to ſwarm in all the commercial ports of Europe. Of 

other foreign events which diſtinguiſhed this ſummer, 

the moſt remarkable was the death of John King of 
Portugal, who perfectly underſtood, and ſteadily purſued, 


princely qualities were debaſed by a cruel ſpirit of bigot= 


ſon Joſeph, who, if he has fallen ſhort of his father in 
lome reſpe&s, cannot be juſtly charged with having 1 in- 
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BOOK ina general treaty : That the commerce of this nation WW That 
8 III. with that country was re-eſtabliſhed upon the moſt ad. eratul: 
17 co, Vantageous and ſure foundations; and that there was the moſt 

= greateſt reaſon to hope the ancient friendſhip between Britiſh 
Great-Britain and Spain would, from mutual inclination attack 

as well as intereſt, be now effectually reſtored. He told Scotia 

them, That, in conjunction with the Empreſs-Queen afhrme 

been 


and the States-General, he had concluded a treaty with 
the Elector of Bavaria; and was employed in taking ſuch never 
further meaſures as might beſt tend to ſtrengthen and caſe tl 
ſecure the tranquillity of the Empire, ſupport its ſyſtem, conſtit 
and timely anticipate. ſuch events as had been found by Wl © ink 
experience to endanger the common cauſe, involve Eu- diſt 
rope in the calamities of war, and occaſion the loſs of cauſe 
much bleod and treaſure to theſe kingdoms. He promiſed, Empir 
that both theſe treaties ſhould be ſubjected to their peruſal: WW "© he 
| he gave them to underſtand, That he had received from They 
all the other contracting powers in the definitive treaty Af 
of Aix-la-Chapelle the moſt full and clear declarations Imper 
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Had entirely at heart. | | 
6 XLVII When the motion was made for an addreſs cating 


of their reſolution to preſerve the general peace ; and proteC 

that he had taken care to conſolidate the ties of union WI = n 

and friendſhip between him and his allies, the better to eis 

ſecure their mutual intereſts, maintain the peace already they ſe 

; ſubſiſting, and prevent the occaſion of any future rupture. thouſa 
BM Finally, he recommended unanimity, the improvement dea c 

N of commerce, and the effectual ſuppreſſion of ſuch out- uffere 
= rages and violences as are inconſiſtent with good order three | 
0 and government, and endanger the lives and properties of ſreedo 
4] the ſubject, whoſe happineſs and flouriſhing condition he __ 

I | N | earcn 


1 ol thanks, couched in terms that favoured of the mot ha 
8 implicit complaiſance, approbation, and acquieſcence in "x 
1 the meaſures which the crown had taken, the Earl of * 
 Eg—t, and ſome other anti- courtiers, affirmed, that ſuch eſt- 

emne 


an addreſs would be equally ſervile and abſurd. They 
*# obſerved, That nothing could be more prepoſterous than 
910 a blind approbation of meaſures which they did not know: 

= | , That 


condu 
clarati 
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d. gratulations on the preſent happy tranquillity, when al- 
he moſt every day's news-papers informed them of ſome 
en Britiſh ſhip's being ſeiſed by the Spaniards, or ſome new 


attack made by the French on our infant colony in Nova- 
14 WT Scotia With reſpect to the continent of Europe, they 
affrmed, That the tranquillity of Germany would have 
been upon a much more ſolid foundation, had England 


<> never interpoſed in the affairs of the Empire: in that 


nd cafe the princes would of themſelves have ſupported the 
conſtitution of their own country: That the election of 
an infant for king of the Romans was much more likely 
to diſturb than eſtabliſh the tranquillity of Europe ; be- 
of WH cauſe it would help to overturn the conſtitution of the 


d, Empire, by rendering the imperial dignity hereditary in 
l: one houſe, inſtead of being the reſult of a free election. 
m They took notice, that the conſtitution had provided 
ty vicars to govern the Empire during the vacancy of the 


d protectors, or guardians for a minor emperor, becauſe it 
vas never ſuppoſed that a minor would be choſen. They 


. mveighed againſt the late treaty with Spain; in which, 
dy they ſaid, the miniſtry, for the paultry ſum of one hundred 
e. thouſand pounds, had given up the claims of the South- 
n+ Wl Sea company, and other Britiſh merchants, who had 


ſt of what they called contraband merchandiſe. They pro- 


induced an inſtance of an Engliſh ſhip, lately driven by 
of Wh frefs of weather into one of the ports of the Spaniſh 
Weſt-Indies, where ſhe was ſearched, ſeiſed, and con- 
demned, under this pretence. They re-capitulated the 
conduct of the French, who, in the midſt of their de- 


Carations of. peace and moderation, were ſtill employed 
in 


Imperial throne; but had made no proviſion of regents, 


ſuffered from depredations to the amount of one million 
as three hundred thouſand pounds; and bartered away the 
of freedom of our trade and navigation, by leaving untouched 
ne chat prerogative which the Spaniards have aſſumed of 
ſearching the Britiſh ſhips in the open ſeas, and confiſ- 
s cating them, ſhould they find on board the leaſt particle 
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| That nothing could be more ridiculous than their con- C H Ap. 
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WT BOOK in fortifying their ſettlements on the neutral iſlands, a 


well as in harraſſing and encroaching upon our plantations 
in North-America. They exclaimed againſt the treaty 
of ſubſidy with the Elector of Bavaria, or any other prince 


in time of peace; obſerving, that for ſome. years the 


nation had paid ſuch penſions to the Danes and the 
Heſſians; but, in the courſe of the late war the former 
abandoned our intereſts, and the latter actually took arms 


againſt Great-Britain. They affirmed, that the ſubſidy 


was greater than the nation could ſpare ; for, unleſs the 
land-tax ſhould be continued at four ſhillings in the pound, 
they could not afford a ſhilling to any prince in Germany, 
without encroaching upon the ſinking fund. At ſuch 


cc a juncture (ſaid a certain member) will any gentleman 
_ «© preſume to propoſe the continuation of ſuch an im- 


ce poſition on the land-holder, for the ſake of bribing 
ce the princes of Germany to do what? 


«<1 ſay, princes of Germany, becauſe this ſubſi- 
«+ dy to Bavaria will ſignify nothing, unleſs we take 


g half a ſcore more of them into our pay; and when we 


<< have thus indulged them for ſeven years of peace, they 
«© may give us the flip, as others have done, whenever 


another war ſhall be declared.” Againſt theſe objections 
the motion was ſupported by Mr. William Pitt, at this time 


an advocate for the miniſtry. He obſerved, That the addreſs 
was no more thantheuſual compliment to the throne, which 
did not imply an obligation on the parliament to approve 
of meaſures which they might find cauſe to cenſure upon 


further enquiry. He ſaid, the trivial diſputes ſtill ſubſiſt- 
ing between this nation and the Spaniards, or French, 
would ſoon be terminated amicably, and could never 
affect the general tranquillity of Europe, which was to 


be eſtabliſhed upon a firm alliance between his Majeſty 
and ſuch a confederacy upon the continent as weuld be 
an over-match for the houſe of Bourbon. He expatiated 
upon his Majeſty's wiſdom in taking off from the French 


intereſt ſuch a powerful Prince as the EleQor of Bavaria, 
and 


to preſerve 
the freedom and independency of their native country. 
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Llance of power on the continent. He defended the arti- 
cles of the late treaty with Spain; obſerving, that what 


jule conſequence to the South-Sea company; that the 
han recompenſed to the nation by a great balance of cap- 


her it had been laid open by the demolition of their 
brtreſſes. He aſſerted, that by this treaty the court of 


condeſcended to pay a great ſum to the South- Sea com pany . 
hey had conſented to the re-eſtabliſhment of the Britiſh 
trade in Spain, upon a very advantageous and ſolid footing, 


hay no other duties on merchandiſe than thoſe exacted 


all innovations that had been introduced into the commerce. 
He affirmed, that the article of No Search was a ſtipulation 


thought proper to obviate a reproach which he foreſaw 
the oppoſition would throw upon him, from the circum- 


race with Spain ſhould be admitted, unleſs ſuch a ſtipu- 
lation ſhould be firſt obtained as a preliminary. He owned 
he had ſtrenuouſly contended for ſuch a motion, becauſe 


t right and reaſonable: but he was now ten years older, 


ltat the privilege of No Search, with reſpe& to Britiſh 
Veſſels ſailing near the American ſhore, would never be 
Mtained, unleſs Spain ſhould be brought ſo low as to 
Cquieſce in any terms we as victors might propoſe. He 
likewiſe ſignified his conviction, that all addreſſes from 
lie Houſe of Commons, during the courſe of a war, for 

pre- 


emained of the Aſſiento contract was a matter of very 


jemands of this company, and other Britiſh merchants b | 
were all cancelled by the rupture with Spain, and more 


tures during the war, as well as by the great traffick carried 
m with the Spaniſh ſettlements in the Weſt-Indies, 
min had made many important conceſſions: they had 
by agreeing that the ſubjects of Great Britain ſhould 
df his Catholick Majeſty's own ſubjects, and to aboliſh 


which it would have been ridiculous to inſiſt upon; and 


lance of his having, upon a former occaſion, heartily 
wncurred in a motion for an addreſs, That no treaty of 


that time, being very young and ſanguine, he thought | 


tad confidered matters more coolly, and was convinced 
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preſcribing terms of peace, were in themſelves ridiculoy; 
and that every ſuch addreſs was an encroachment on the 
King's prerogative, which had always been attended vit 


nds „ 
ous ch 


is bow! 
unlucky conſequences. How far theſe arguments ame er the f 
ſatisfactory, concluſive, and conſiſtent, we ſhall lea nance 


to the reader's determination. Certain it 1s, they were e book 


adopted by the majority, and the addreſs was preſentediſ-2.1415 
without further oppoſition. _ e ement 

SXLVIII. The two grand committees appointed i men 
diſcuſs the ſupplies for the enſuing year, and the funds t exce 
upon which they were to be raiſed, proceeded, as uſul, ulgence 
under the direction of the miniſtry ; yet not without ranted 
ſome vehement oppoſition, in which certain ſervants Me pro! 
the crown expreſſed the moſt hearty concurrence. W He e hur 


a motion was made for reducing the number of ſeamentg 
eight thouſand, Mr. W. Pitt, Mr. Lyttelton, and Mr: 
S. Grenville, oppoſed it with all their might of argumen 
and elocution; but they were over- ruled. Annual de. 
bates were alſo revived, with the ſame ſucceſs, upon 
the number of troops conſtituting the ſtanding army; 


tleven ſt 
luties: 

undred 
advance 
ubſcribt 
ills at 


but the other reſolutions of the grand committees me ſhillings 
with little or no oppoſition. The number of ſeamen fort t three 
the enſuing year was limited to eight thouſand ; and that ne fund 


of the ſtanding forces continued at eighteen thouſand 
eight hundred and fifty-ſeven effective men, including 
one thouſand eight hundred and fifteen invalids. The 
Commons granted a conſiderable ſum of money for pay- 
ing off the principal of ſuch redeemable ſtocks as had not 
been ſubſcribed, in purſuance of two acts paſſed in the 
laſt ſeſſion for reducing the intereſt of annuities. Thity 
thouſand pounds were given for fulfilling the King's er- 
gagement with the Elector of Bavaria: large grants were 
made for ſupplying deficiencies, and replacing ſums bor- 
rowed from the ſinking-fund. The expenſe incurred by 
the new colony in Nova-Scotia, not provided for by! 
parliament, exceeded fifty-ſeven thouſand pounds; and 
the maintenance of it for the enſuing year was fixed at 


fiſty-three thouſand nine-hundred and tent] ul 
_— | __ pounds, 
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nds, fourteen ſhillings, and four-pence. An enor- HA v. 
ous charge | if we conſider to how little purpoſe al! | 1 
is bounty was beſtowed. A fund was eſtabliſhed un- 750. 1 
er the ſanction of parliament, for the relief and main- 
nance of the widows of ſea- officers, by allowing, upon 
e books of every ſhip of war in ſea-pay, the wages and 
iQuals of one man for every hundred of which the com- | 
lement ſhall conſiſt, for ſuch time only as the number ö I 
men employed in the ſervice of the royal navy ſhall PMA 
ot exceed twenty thouſand. This was an additional in- 4 
ugence, over and above the allowance of one man 
ranted by a former act of parliament. On the whole, 
he proviſions of this year amounted to five millions 
ne hundred twenty-five thouſand twenty-three pounds, 
eren ſhillings and ſeven-pence, to be raiſed by the uſual 
ties: the ſum of one million twenty-ſix thouſand four 
undred ſeventy- ſix pounds, four ſhiſlings, and ſix pence, | 
dranced by the Bank of England, to pay off their own un- 
ſcribed annuities, for which they accepted Exchequer- 
ills at three per cent. intereſt ; by the land-tax at three 
Illings in the pound; a lottery and annuities, at the rate 
it three per cent. per ann. to be charged on the fink- 
ug fund, redeemable by parliament. The annual meaſure 
led the mutiny-bill was not paſſed without diſpute and 5 
altercation : ſome alterations were propoſed, but not * 
opted ; and the ſentences of court- martials ſtill ſubjected 30 
0 one reviſion. q : 
{ XLIX. In the midſt of theſe deliberations the 
kingdom was alarmed with an event which overwhelmed 
the people with grief and conſternation. His royal high- 
neſs the Prince of Wales, in conſequence of a cold caught 
n his garden at Kew, was ſeiſed with a pleuretick difor- $214 
der; and, after a ſhort illneſs, expired on the twentieth | 
ly of March, to the unſpeakable affliction of his royal #208 
Onlort, and the unfeigned ſorrow of all who wiſhed | 
well to their country. This excellent prince, who now Td 
lied in the forty-fifth year of his age, was poſſeſſed of 7 
vey amiable quality which could engage the affection 
"the people: a tender and obliging huſband, a fond pa- 
rent, 
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which might ariſe from a minority, deliberated with hi 


until he ſhould attain the age of majority, with ſuch pov 


crown ſhould deſcend to a minor. The bill was read 


minor. 


deliberation of parliament; and propoſed, that when the 
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Cum 


rent, a kind maſter, liberal, generous, candid, and lu 


mane; a munificent patron of the arts, an unvweatiel be Are 
friend to merit; well diſpoſed to aſſert the rights of mu ord-H 
kind in general, and warmly attached to the intereſt d aut 
Great-Britain. The nation could not but, be aMiQed Meal, tt 
ſeeing a prince of ſuch expectations raviſhed from thei [comm 
hopes; and their grief was the better founded, as Aries o 
King had already attained to an advanced age, and ud Bench, 
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heir apparent, George, now Prince of Wales, vas 


L. His Majeſty, foreſecing all the inconveniencir 


council on this ſubject, and reſolved to obtain a patli 
mentary ſanction for the meaſures judged neceſſary tt 
ſecure the ſucceſſion. With this view he ſent a meſſage l 
both Houſes on the twenty-fixth day of April, importing 
That nothing could conduce ſo much to the preſervatio 
of the proteſtant ſucceſſion in his royal family, as proprt 
proviſions for the tuition of the perſon of his ſucceſſor, an 
for the regular adminiſtration of the government, in cak 
the ſucceſſor ſhould be of tender years : his Majeſty, there 
fore, earneſtly recommended this weighty affair to tht 


imperial crown of theſe realms ſhould deſcend to any 0 
the late prince's ſons, being under the age of eightee 
years, his mother, the Princeſs Dowager of Wales, ſhoulc 
be guardian of his perſon, and regent of theſe kingdom: 


ers and limitations as ſhould appear neceſſary and exped 
ent for theſe purpoſes. This meſſage produced a very affec 
tionate addreſs, promiſing to take the affair into theirſeriop! 
conſideration : and in the beginning of May the Duke o 
Newcaſtle preſented to the Houſe of Peers a bill to pri 
vide for the adminiſtration of government, in caſe the 


ſecond time, and committed, when a ſecond meſſage af 3 
rived from his Majeſty, recommending to their conkde! 0 f 
ation the ſettlement of ſuch a council of regency 35 the zh 


bill propoſed, conſiſting of his royal highneſs the Dube 
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1 lu cumberland, who at that time commanded the army, CH AP, 
I. | 


ne Archbiſhop of Canterbury, the Lord Chancellor, the 
Lord-High Treaſurer, or firſt lord commiſſioner of the 
eſt l rreaſury, the Prefident of the Council, the Lord Pri vy- 
ed Neal, the Lord High Admiral of Great-Britain, or firſt 
ther commiſſioner of the Admiralty, the two principal Secre- 
15 His of State, and the Lord Chief Juſtice of the King's- 
bench, all theſe great officers, except his royal highneſs 
as te Duke, for the time being. This bill did not paſs 
through the Lower Houſe without violent debate and bitter 
ncieMarcaſms. The council of regency, though eſpouſed by 
h al the miniſtry, including the paymaſter-general, met 
arizW vith fierce oppoſition, as an unneceſſary and fatal re- 


*aried 
man 


ry U ſriction, that would impede the machine of government, 


get and, as the council was conſtituted, might be productive 
tin the moſt pernicious conſequences. Some of the mem- 
ation bers ventured even to inſinuate the danger of leaving at the 


rope head of a large ſtanding army a prince of the blood, veſted 
nf vith a ſhare of the regency, poſſeſſed of great perſonal 
cad influence, the darling of the ſoldiery, brave, popular, and 
nere WM cnterprifing 3 ſuppoſed not wholly devoid of ambition, 
the and not at all remarkable for any ſymptoms of extraordinary 
| th affection towards the perſon of the heir apparent. The 


y off biſtory of England was ranſacked for invidious inſtances 


teen of royal uncles and regents, who had injured the ſove- 
ould "*igns, and diſtreſſed the government, by their pride, 


moe cruelty, and ambition. The characters of John Lackland, 


ori nd John of Ghent, Humphrey and Richard Dukes of 


edi Glouceſter, were called in review, canvaſſed, compared, 
and quoted, with ſome odious applications : but the ma- 
rity, being convinced of the loyalty, virtue, integrity, 


ſd the bill with a few amendments, in which the Lords 
acquieſced ; and in alittle time it received the royal ſanction. 
LI. The death of the Prince of Wales was fatal to a 
bill which had been brought into the Houſe of Commons, 
for naturalizing all foreign proteſtants who ſhould ſettle 
Within the dominions of Great-Britain. Political arithme- 
ticians 


. 


and great abilities of his royal highneſs, to whom the 8 
nation owed obligations of the moſt important nature, paſ- 
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bill produced, the members of the miniſtry were divided 


by Mr. Fox, ſecretary at war. Petitions and counter. 
Briſtol, and other trading towns of the kingdom. Al 
ſelves vigorouſly in its behalf, and it was without doubt 


odious to the people in general. The Lord-Mayor, alder. 
men, and commons of London, in common council 


ſetting forth the danger and inutility of a general natural. 


that it would greatly tend to the diminution of our manu- 
lactutes, as many ſtrangers would doubtleſs come and reſide 
in England fora time, in ordertolearn the methods and ma- 
nagement of our manufacturers and artificers ; and, after 


HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 
ppointec 


commercial nation an increaſe of people is an increaſe i in W 
opulence ; and this maxim 1s certainly true, on the ſuppe Wales 
ſition that every individual is induſtrious, and that there i ingdom 
a ſufficient field for employment; but all theſe general iſtry did 
maxims ought to be received under certain qualification at fu 
When all branches of manufacture are overſtocked, ay rought 1 
addition of workmen will donbtleſs be an additional incun to © 


brance on the community. In the debates which thi * 
ut thele 


among themſelves. The meaſure was enforced by the eared Cl 


Chancellor of the Exchequer, Mr. W. Pitt, and Mr. Ly: nd no 
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telton; and in oppoſing it the Earl of Egmont was joinel 
petitions were preſented by the merchants of London, 
merchants and traders of foreign extraction exerted them. 


countenanced by the adminiſtration ; but the project was 


aſſembled, compoſed a remonſtrance to the Lower Houſe, 


Zation of foreign proteſtants. A petition of the merchants 
and principal inhabitants of Briſtol repreſented that ſuch a ie Com 


law would be prejudicial to the trade and commerce of nſued, 
this kingdom, by preventing many induſtrious artificers Hie, m. 


from procuring a ſufficient ſupport for themſelves and their Han! 
families, and of conſequence increaſing the rates of the Aumni 
poor: that the introduction of ſuch a number of foreigners jelump 


inſtead of being a ſupport to the preſent happy eſtabliſſ- WW An 
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ment, might endanger the very baſis of our conſtitution: 


having obtained this inſtruction, return to their native 
countries, where they would eſtabliſh and carry on works 


of the ſame | nature. The twentieth day of March being 
5 appointed 
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in conſequence of the unfortunate death of the Prince 
Wales; and other petitions from different cities of the 
ingdom being muſtered againſt it in the ſequel, the mi- 
iſtry did not think proper to perſiſt in an unpopular mea- 
Tre at ſuch a delicate conjuncture; ſo the bill was no more 
rought upon the carpet. Divers other regulations, relat- 
pg to civil policy as well as to the commerce of Great- 
itain, were propounded in the Houſe of Commons; 


4 zared crude and indigeſted in themſelves, or the Houſe 
aud not obtain 3 information ICS the allegati- 
Y ns they contained. 


LI. There were no other 1 in this tenon 


nted paper, intituled “ Conſtitutional Queries, earneſt- 
ly recommended to the ſerious conſideration of every 


mſequence of the commotions occaſioned by the Weſt- 
nſter election. The abovementioned paper, which had 
ken conveyed by letter to the majority of both Houſes, 


uſe, W's communicated to the Lords in the month of January 
ache Duke of Marlborough, who moved for reſolutions 


ſued, and both houſes concurred in voting the paper a 
ale, malicious, ſcandalous, infamous, and ſeditious libel, 


dumnies and indignities upon his majeſty, and the moſt 
elumptuous and wicked inſinuations that our laws, liber- 


nd gracious government, with intent to inſtill groundleſs 


ament allembled, That, in abhorrence and deteſtation of 


be 


ut theſe propoſals proved abortive, either becauſe they ap- 


xcept the concurrence of both Houſes in ſtigmatiſing a 


true Briton 3” and the ſteps taken by the Commons, in 


taining the moſt falſe, audacious, and abominable 


es, and properties, and the excellent conſtitution of this 
lngdom, were in danger under his Majeſty's legal, mild, 


ſupieions and jealouſies into the minds of his Majeſty's 
od ſubjects, and to alienate their affections from his 
lajcſty and his royal family. It was, therefore, reſolved 
Ir the Lords ſpiritual and temporal and Commons in par- 


Kh abominable and ſeditious practices, the paper ſhould | 
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pointed for the third reading of the bill, it was poſtpon- CHAP, 
4 


1751. 


ſozinſt it as a ſeditious libel, and that the concurrence of 
ie Commons might be defired. A conference accordingly 
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B O O K be hurnt by the hands of the common hangman in the nx 


III. 
1751. 


tions were given for this purpoſe; but without effec 
Thoſe concerned in writing, printing, and circulatin 


them was ever diſcovered. 
to the election of a burgeſs for Weſtminſter were attend: 
with ſome extraordinary circumſtances, which we hi 
already obſerved, that a majority appearing on the poll f 


qualification of voters, he acted with ſuch addreſs an 
ſeeming candour as gave entire ſatisfaction to both partie 


riot. They taxed Mr. Leigh, the high-bailiff, with pat 


the Lower Houſe, complaining of an undue election ant 


Commons, inſtead of enquiring into the merits of theſe pe 


immediately, i in order to make them acquainted with what 


HISTORY OF ENGLAND, 


Palace-yard of Weſtminſter ; and this ſentence was execu. 
ed accordingly. Then they preſented an addreſs to his My 
jeſty, defiring that the moſt effectual means might betake 
for diſcovering the author, printer, or publiſher, that he 
or they might be brought to condign puniſhment. Direc 


the paper had acted with ſuch caution, that not one 


$ LUI. The proceedings of the Commons with reſpel 


now record, for the edification of thoſe who pique then 
ſelves on the privileges of a Britiſh ſubject. We har 


Lord Trentham, the adherents of the other canditate, & 
George Vandeput,demanded a ſcrutiny, which was grantt 


by hs high-bailiff of Weſtminſter, the returning office 
During this tedious inveſtigation,which rolled chieffy on th 


till at length he determined in favour of Lord Trenthan 
whom he returned as duly elected. Thoſe who tiled them 
ſelves the independent eleQors did not acquieſce in thi 
determination without clamour, reproach, menaces, ant 


tiality and injuſtice : they loudly affirmed, that miniſteria 
influence had been uſed in the moſt ſcandalous manner 
and, finally, joined Sir George Vandeput in a petition 1M {erera 
8 4 { 
They 
they þ 
If an) 
turally 
fall U. 
lodpec 
uty t 

V. 


return of a member for the city of Weſtminſter. The 


titions, ordered them to lie upon the table; and, without 


any complaint from any perſon whatever, a motion 9 
made, that Leigh, the high-bailiff, ſhouldattend the Houle 


he had done in purſuance of the directions he had formell 
received 


R U n 


received from that Houſe, touching the execution of the 
writ for electing a new member to repreſent the city of 
Weſtminſter. As thismotion had been preconcerted, Leigh 
was attending in the lobby, and immediately called into 
the Houſe to be examined on this ſubject. Having, in the 
courſe of his examination, alledged that the election had 
been protracted by affected delays, he was aſked by whom, 


new 
cut 
Ma 
ake 
t he 
ire 
ted 
ating 
e 0 
improper, and moved for the order of the day, A debate 
immediately enſued, in which the impropriety of the que- 
ſtion was demonſtrated by Mr. Henley, now lord-keeper, 
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members of the Houſe: but they were oppoſed with great 
violence by Lord Viſcount Corke, Henry Fox, Eſq. Sir 


mas carried in the negative, and the high bailiff required to 


Vandeput, by the honourable Alexander Murray, brother 
to Lord Elibank, and one Gibſon, an upholſterer, who had 
been very active, zealous, and turbulent in his endeavours 


tothwart the pretenſions of the other candidate, who was 
ſuppoſed to be countenanced by the miniſtry. Theſe 


%s a ſpecies of oppreſſion equally arbitrary and abſurd. 


they had no right to take cognizance of the affair : that 
I any undue influence had been uſed, it would na- 


fall under their enquiry : that a complaint having been 
aged already againſt the returning officer, it was their 


Vor. III. U mould 


Dr. Lee, and ſome others, the moſt ſenſible and moderate 


William Vonge, Colonel Lyttelton, and the weight of 
the miniſtry; ſo that the motion for the order of the day 


three perſons, thus accuſed, were brought to the bar of 
the Houſe, notwithſtanding the ſtrenuous remonſtrances of 
ſeveral members, who oppoſed this method of proceeding, 


They obſerved, that, as no complaint had been preferred, 
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and by what means; but, before he could anſwer, the | 
Earl of Egmont, interpoſing, objected to the queſtion * 


anſwer the queſtion. Thus interrogated, he declared 
that he had been impeded in the ſerutiny, and mal-treated, 
by Mr. Crowle, who had acted as counſel for Sir George 


to promote the intereſt of Sir George Vandeput, or rather 


turally appear when the merits of the election ſhould 


duty to inveſtigate his conduct, and puniſh him, if he 
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ſhould be found delinquent 5 but that nothing could be con 
more flagrantly unjuſt, and apparently partial, than ther mo 
neglecting the petitions ofthe other candidate and ele ctot, and 
and encouraging the high-bailiff, who ſtood charged with aga 
iniquity, to recriminate upon his accuſers, that they might the 


be diſabled from giving evidence on the enquiry into the mo! 
merits of the election. What difference is it to the ſub- the 
ject, whether he is oppreſſed by an arbitrary prince, or by 1 
the deſpotick inſolence of à miniſterial majority? Mr. orre 
Crowle alledged, in his own vindication, that he had been in tb 
employed as a counſel by the electors of Weſtminſter, and ** 
attended the ſcrutiny in that character; that after the high: ly, : 
bailiff had, in the courſe of the laſt ſeſſion, received the thee 
order of the Houſe to expedite the election, he hurried on mad 
the ſcrutiny with ſuch precipitation as, he apprehended, 2 det 
was unjuſt, and prejudicial to his clients; that, in this chat 
apprehenſion, he, (Mr. Crowle) inſiſted upon the high- Wl pr 
bailiff's proceeding with more deliberation, and in ſo doing ic vi. 
he thought he did his duty to his employers. Some evi ampl 
dence being examined againſt him, declared he had not BW Mr. 
only protracted the ſcrutiny, but alſo ſpoken diſreſpeAtul I at art 
words of the Houſe of Commons : he was, theretore, repre News 
manded on his knees by the Speaker, and diſcharged. preſe; 
$LIV. Mr. Murray being charged with having utter: Wi havir 
ed ſome threatening and affrontive expreſſions, the Houle Bi of v1 
adjourned the conſideration of this affair for ſome days, a WW knees 
the expiration of which Mr. Murray was to be heard 0 WW nes 
his counſel : but, in the mean time, they ordered him to be Mr. 
taken into cuſtody by the ſetjeant at arms attending the BW + mer 
Houſe. This ſtep, however, was not taken without 1 8 to 28 
warm oppoſition by ſome of the moſt ſedate and intelligent Wl there 
members of the Houſe, who conſidered it as a cruel act of Bll his da 
oppreſſion. They obſerved, that in caſes of breach of [ tempt 
privilege no perſon complained of was ever taken wy eleQic 
_ cuſtody, until after he had been fully heard in 3 
that this was literally prejudging the cauſe before it ha 
been examined; and the oppreſſion was the greater, as the 


alledged offence conſiſted entirely of words, of which no 
complaint 


GEORGE HI. 


| and, even then, not till an accuſation had been lodged 


th againſt the informant, upon the trial of which accuſation 
ht the perſons informed againſt might very probably be the 
be moſt material witneſſes. They obſerved, that in one of 
bb. the higheſt offences which can be committed by words, 
0 namely, that of denying the King's right to the crown, 
. 


or renouncing the Trinity, the information muſt be brought 
ly, and adviſedly, and the proſecution muſt commence in 
of proceedings at common law; and that it was neceſſary 
to vindicate their own honour and dignity, by making ex- 


amples of thoſe who ſeemed to hold them in contempt. 
Mr. Murray was committed to the cuſtody of the ſerjeant 


preſenting an humble petition, profeſſing his ſorrow for 


knees from the Speaker. In the mean time, divers wit- 


to acts of violence againſt the high-bailiff. The majority, 


igen i therefore, after a long and warm debate, agreed, That for 
Q of dis dangerous and ſeditious practices, in violation and con- 
- of tempt of the privileges of the Houſe, and of the freedom of 
into i elections, he ſhould be committed cloſe priſoner to New- 
_ date. Then, in the cloſe of another violent debate, they 


Houſe, to receive that ſentence on his knees. He accord- 
'ngly appeared, and being directed by the Speaker tokneel, 


in three or four days after the words are ſpoken; the words 
muſt be proved to have been ſpoken maliciouſly, direQ- 


three months after the information. Theſe ſuggeſtions 
made no more impreſſion than if they had been uttered in 
2 deſert. Thoſe who were ſecure in their number aſſerted 
that the Houſe of Commons was not reſtricted by the forms 


neſſes being examined before the Houſe, declared, That 
Mr. Murray had been ſeen, about the time of the return of 
a member for Weſtminſter, heading and exciting a tumult 


relolved, That he ſhould be brought to the bar of the 


U 2 refuſed 
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complaint or information had been made for above eight? C H A P. 
months after the ſuppoſed offence had been committed; 4 5 


1751. 


at arms, and found bail; and Gibſon was ſent priſoner.to 
Newgate, from whence he was in a few days releaſed, upon 


having incurred the diſpleaſure of the Houſe, to the bat 
of which he was brought, and received a reprimand on his 
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removing him from Newgate to the cuſtody of the ſerjeant 


under the diſpleaſure of the Commons of England, wh 


HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 
refuſed to comply. He knew that he could not be di. 


charged from Newgate during the ſeſſion, without petition- 
ing, acknowledging his offerice, and making ſuch con- 


ceſſions as he thought would imply a conſciouſneſs af 
guilt : he conſidered this whole tranfaction as an oppreſſive 


_ exertion of arbitrary power, and, being appriſed of the 


extent of their authority, determined to bear the brunt of 
their indignation, rather than make fubmiflions which he 


_ deemed beneath the dignity of his character. When he 
_ refuſed to humble himſelf the whole houſe was in commo- 


tion; he was no ſooner removed from the bar than they 


reſolved, That his having in a moſt inſolent and audacious 
manner refuſed to be on his knees at the bar of that Houſe, in 
confequence of their former reſolution, was a high and 


moſt dangerous contempt of the authority and privilege of 
the Commons: it was, therefore, ordered, that he ſhould be 
committed cloſe prifoner to Newgate, debarred the uſe of 
pen, ink, and paper; and that no perſon ſhould have accels 


to him, without the leave of the Houſe. Finally, a committee 


wes appointed to conſider what methods might be proper to 


de taken by them, in relation to this inſtance of contempt. 


Mean while, the petitioners againſt the return made by the 
high-bailiff, perceiving the temper of the Houſe, and the 
complexion of the majority, withdrew their petition ; and 


the order which had paſſed for hearing the merits of the 


election was diſcharged. Mr. Murray being taken dan- 
gerouſſy ill in Newgate, application was made to the Com. 
mons, by ſome of his relations, that he might be removed 
to a more convenient fituation ; and his phyſician being 
examined, gave it as his opinion that he was infected 
with the gaol diſtemper. Upon this repreſentation the 
Houſe agreed that the Speaker ſhould iſſue a Warrant for 


at arms; but this favour he refuſed to accept, and ex- 
preſſed the warmeſt reſentment againſt thoſe relations who 
had applied to the Commons in his behalf. Thus he fe- 
mained ſequeſtered even from his own brother and fiſte 
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ſaner. But the prorogation of parliament having put an 
end to their authority for that ſeſſion, Mr. Murray was 
e diſcharged of courſe, and conducted by the ſheriffs from 
| Newgate to his own houſe, in proceſſion, with flags and 
ſtreamers, exhibiting the emblems of liberty. No, 
LV. In the month of June the ſeſſion was cloſed with 
a ſpeech from the throne, in which his Majeſty thanked 


x | towards him and his government; and congratulated the 
_ Commons in particular, upon their firmneſs and prudence 
in in reducing the intereſt of the national debt, a meaſure as 
nd WY agreeable to him as eſſential to the ſtrength and welfare of 
. of Wh the kingdom®*.—The interior ceconomy of Great-Britain 
| be produced, within the circle of this year, nothing elſe wor- 


thy of hiſtorical regard, except a ſeries of enormous crimes, 
ariſing from the profligacy of individuals, which reflected 
diſgrace upon the morals and the polity of the nation. Ra- 
pine and robbery had eee without intermiſſion ever 
ince the return of peace, which was attended with a re- 
duction of the army and navy; but now crimes of a deeper 


humanity f. Every day almoſt produced freſh inſtances 


the of 
dan- 1 3 1 
1 One of the moſt remarkable acts which paſſed in the courſe of this ſeſ- 

- fon, was that for regulating the commencement of the year, and correcting 
oved the calendar, according to the Gregorian computation, which had been 


«opted by all the other nations in Europe. By this new law it was de- 
creed that the new year ſhould begin on the firſt day of January; and that 
tleven intermediate nominal days, between the ſecond and fourteenth days 
of September, 1752, ſhould for that time be omitted, ſo that the day ſuc- 
ding the ſecond ſhould be denominated the fourteenth of that month. 
| 3ythis eſtabliſhment of the new ſtile, the equinoxes and ſolſtices will hap- 


the council of Nice; and the correſpondence between the Engliſh mer- 
ants and thoſe of foreign countries will be greatly facilitated, with reſ- 
ped to the dates of letters and accounts. | 


Other marks of tenderneſs and paternal affection, he had beſtowed a liberal 
education, which greatly aggravated her guilt and ingratitude, Another 


een her conſtant benefactor and ſole guardian. A poor old woman, having, 
| | | | from 


both Houſes for the zeal and affe&ion they had manifeſted 


dye ſeemed to lift up their heads, in contempt of law and 


pen nearly on the ſame nominal days on which they fell in the year 32 5, 


An indulgent parent was poiſoned by his only daughter, on whom, beſides 


Jung woman was concerned in the aſſaſſination of her own uncle, who had 
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| condeſcended ſo far as to make reſolutions touching the c H A P. 
phyſician, apothecary, and nurſe who attended this pri- 


I, 


1751, 
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B O O K of perjury, forgery, fraud, and circumvention; and the 


from the! ignorance and ſuperſtition of her neighbours, in n che ſuſpici. 


l on the brink of cornity, 


HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 


kingdom exhibited a moſt amazing jumble of virtue and 


vice, honour and infamy, compaſſion and obduracy, ſen- 
timent and brutality. 


on of ſorcery and witchcraft, was murthered in Hertfordſhire by the popu. 
lace, with al: the wantonneſs of barbarity, Rape and murther were per. 
petrated upon an unfortunate woman in the neighbourhood of London, 
and an innocent man ſuffered death for this complicated outrage, while 
the real criminals affiſted at his execution, heard him appeal to heaven for 
bis innocency, and, in the character of Oy n 9850 while he 
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C H K . II. 
5 I. Death of the Queen of Denmark and Prince of Drag, 


II. Miſunderſtanding between the Czarina and King of 


Pruſſia. & III. Meaſures for electing a king of the Ro- 


mans. IV. Death of the King of Sweden. & V Seſſion 
opened. Animoſjty of the Commons towards Mr. Murray. 


(VI. Proceedings upon a Pamphlet, intituled the caſe o 


Mr. Murray. $ VII. Supplies granted. & VIII. Civil 


regulations. FIX. Law relating to the forfeited eſtates in 
Scotland. & X. New conſolidation of funds. & XI. Two 
| ports opened for the importation of Iriſh wool. F XII. The 


King ſets out for Hanover. & XIII. I air: of the continent. 
$ XIV. Diſpute between Hanover and Pruſſia, concerning 


Eaft-Prieſeland. & XV. Miſunderſtanding between the 


courts of London and Berlin. & XVI. Improvement of Po- 


neranig. & XVII. Treaty with the Elector Palatine. 
XVIII. Seſſion opened. & XIX. Supplies granted. 
XX. Game act. XXI. Act for per forming quarantine- 
XXII. And for preventing the plundering of ſhipwrecked 
veſſels, XXIII. Bill relating to the bounty on corn ex- 
ported. & XXIV. Turkey trade laid open. XXV. 
Naturalization of the Jews. XX VI. Marriage act. 
XXVII. Deliberations concerning the ſugar colonies. 


(XX VIIL Fate of the regiſter bill. $ XXIX. Sir 
Hans Sloane t muſeum purchaſed by parliament. & XXX. 
Story of Eliſabeth Canning. XXXI. Execution of Dr. 
Cameron. $ XX XII. Tumults in d ferent parts of the king- 
| dom. & XXXIII. Difturbances in France. $ XXXIV. 
Proceedings of the diet relative to Eaft-Frieſeignd. XXX V. 


Treaty between the court of Vienna and the Duke of Marl- 


birough.  XXXVL Conferences with reſpect to Neva- 


Ccotia broke up. & XXX VII. Deſcription of Neva-Srofig: 
XXXVIII. Diſputes concerning it limits. 
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tender-hearted; beloved even almoſt to adoration by her 


ceeded about two months by that of her brother-in-law, the 


Among other excellent ſchemes which he ſuggeſted, he 
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(1. H E royal family of England had ſuſtaineg 
three ſevere ſhocks in the compaſs of a fey 
months. Beſides the loſs of the Prince of Wales, which 


cal in 
theſe t 
Weach v 


the nation lamented as irreparable, his majeſty was deeply Nor wa 
afflicted by the untimely death of his youngeſt daughter, N eeeing 
the Queen of Denmark, who died at Copenhagen, on the Naiſe 11 
nineteenth day of December, in the prime of youth, She Mol eleé 


fol ve 
reconc 
Berlin 
Great- 
which 
poſit10 
dated. 
to Vet 
conſid 


was one of the moſt amiable princeſſes of the age inwhich 
ſhe lived, whether we conſider the virtues of her heart, or 
the accompliſhments of her perſon z generous, mild, and 


royal conſort, to whom ſhe had borne a prince and two 
princeſſes ; and univerſally admired and revered by the 


ſubje &s of his Daniſh Majeſty: Her death had been pre- 


Prince of Orange, no leſs regretted by the natives of the 


United Provinces, for his candour, integrity, and hereditz- iſtzcked 
ry love to his country. Though he had not diſtinguiſhed {Power 
himſelf by t the luſtre of a ſuperior genius, he had been at Miſſdeavor 
great pains to cultivate his underſtanding, and ſtudy the Itbey n 
true intereſt of that community of which he was a mem- I Pet. 
ber. He had always approved himſelf a good and zealous {Mninate 
citizen, and, ſince his elevation to the ſtadtholderſhip, buried 


II 
delgn 
not on 
ments 
ſollicit 


eeQio 


taken many falatary ſteps for the advantage of his country. 


left a noble plan with the States-General for reſtoring their 
commerce to its former luſtre, and lived long enough to 
receive their warmeſt acknowledgements for this laſt proof 
of his prudence and patriotiſm, His ſon and daughter 


being both infants, the adminiſtration of the government i the 
devolved upon the princeſs, as gouvernante during her ſon's WM That 
minority; and as ſuch ſhe ſucceeded to all the power gerd fi 
which ber huſband had enjoyed. genuir 


ung ( 
preſen 
the co: 
clectio 
me V 


5 II. With reſpect to the affairs of the cient; the 
peace of the North ſeemed ſtill as precarious as ever: for 
though the difference between Ruſſia and Sweden had been 
compromiſed, the mutual diſguſt between the Czarina and 
the King of Pruſſia had gained ſuch acceſſion from recipro- 


cal 


R R GE . 


cal inſults, ill offices, and inflammatory declarations, that C H AP. 

theſe two powers ſeemed to be on the eve of a rupture, and _ ; 

ech was employed in making extraordinary preparations 1551. 
for war- The courts of Vienna and Great-Britain, fore- 

ſeeing that ſuch a rupture would embroil the empire, and 

raiſe infurmountable obſtructions to their favourite ſcheme 

of eleting the Archduke Joſeph king of the Romans, 

eſolved to employ all their influence, in order to effect a 

reconciliation between the courts of Peterſburgh and 

Berlin. His Pruſhan Majeſty had ſignified to the King of 

Great-Britain, and the States-General, the ſituation in 


two vhich he ſtood with the Czarina, and ſollicited their inter- 
the Npoſition, that the difference might be amicably accommo- 
pre- Wſcated. At the ſame time, he ſent an envoy extraordinary 

the 10 Verſailles, to negociate with the French King a very 


the Nconſiderable body of auxiliaries, in caſe he ſhould be at- 

dita- WſWiacked. Theſe circumſtances induced the Maritime 
ſhed Powers, and the court of Vienna, to uſe their utmoſt en- | 
n at N ceavours for the prevention of a rupture; and accordingly i 

the they made remonſtrances on this ſubject by their miniſters. 

1cm- Nat Peterſburgh, propoſing that the quarrel ſhould be ter- N 
lou I ninated without bloodſhed, and all cauſe of animoſity be 1 04 
ſ%0 d, SEES, 4, . 4 
ntty. III. In the mean time, they eagerly proſecuted the 4 
, he delgn of the election; and the Imperial miniſter at Berlin {| 
their Not only communicated to his Pruſſian Majeſty the ſenti- | 1 
h to nents of the King of England on this expedient, but even — 


bollieited his vote for the Archduke Joſeph, when the 


chter election of a king of the Romans ſhould be propoſed 
nent Win the electoral college. To this propoſal he replied, 
ſon's WH That he was extremely well diſpoſed to manifeſt his re- 


gud for their Imperial Majeſties, and to give them moſt 
genuine proofs of it, even in the propoſed election of a 


„the lung of the Romans, conſidering the great merit of the | | 
for WW preſent candidate, the Archduke Joſeph : but he left it to | 
been the confideration of their Imperial Majeſties, whether the | 
and teQion would not be a little premature, it tranſacted at a 
125 ime when his Imperial Majeſty was in the flower of his 

1 n | 


age, 
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age, enjoying perfect health; and when all Europe, parj. 
cularly the Empire, was huſhed in the boſom of tr. 
quillity, ſo that no circumſtance ſeemed to prognoſticate 
the neceſſity of ſuch an election; or of putting in executi 


pire to 


gether 
jon to 


nderſt 


on the motives mentioned in the capitulation of the reign. N npire 
ing Emperor's election; eſpecially, as the examination of Millropoſe 
_ theſe motives belonged to the whole Empire, and ought to n elab 
precede the election, by virtue of the eighth article of the ore k 
treaty of Weſtphalia. He obſerved, that, in caſe of the iſhuoted 
Emperor's death, Germany would find herſelf in a very irclsly 
diſagreeable ſituation, under the government of a minor. ans ſt 
For theſe reaſons, he ſaid, he could not help adviſing their ent of | 
Imperial Majeſties to wait until the Archduke ſhould bet con 
of age, when his election might be carried on more con-. Mie thi 
formably to the laws and conſtitution of the Empire, ande t the! 
more ſuitable to the majeſty of the whole Germanick body. ions, wh 
This reply he circulated among the eleQors, and in par- lis ſub 
ticular tranſmitted it to the King of Great-Britain, d-Mſavful t 
firing they would deliberate maturely on this ſubject, and s lea 
confer together in a body, as well as in private, that theyMiſed age, 
might proceed according to the ancient cuſtom of the nagt 
electoral college, and take ſuch meaſures as ſhould be judy-Miſency i 
ed expedient for the honour and advantage of the commu-Wi inter: 
nity. This circular letter was anſwered both by the King reſent 
of England and the Elector of Bavaria, who demonſtrated, kvolve 
that it was the privilege of the electoral college only, wit. aue, a 
out any participation of the other princes of the Empire, to regu 
ele& a king of the Romans during the life of the Empero'- Wa of tt 
in order to maintain the peace and preſerve the libertieso Ind aut 
Germany; and that the negle& of this wiſe precaution hat le fun 
produced bloody wars, and many fatal conſequences to tie vent 
Empire. They obſerved, that nothing could more contre, w 
bute tothe eſtabliſhment of the publicktranquillity than ti le fre. 
meaſure, ſo ardently deſired by the majority of the Germany ga 
princes; and that, although the Archduke Joſeph wanted Uliging 
2 few years of being of age, and it might poſſibly happen , we 
that the reigning Emperor ſhould die during that prince ad in 
minority, yet it would be much leſs prejudicial to the . lled to 
4 lie Ger 


© 00k GCE 11 


re to have a minor chief, than to ſee the ſucceſſion alto- c H A P. 
ther unſettled. His Pruſſian Majeſty received a declara- II. 
* to the ſame purpole from the eleftor of Mentz ; and * 
nderſtanding that this prince, as arch- chancellor of the 72 5 

Empire, intended to convoke an eleQoral diet, in order to 

ropoſe the election of the king of the Romans, he wrote 

in elaborate letter to his Electoral Highneſs, explaining at 

nore length his reaſons for poſtponing the election. He 

woted that ſentence of the treaty of Weſtphalia which ex- 

reſsly declares, that the election of the king of the Ro- 

mans ſhall be diſcuſſed and ordained by the common con- 

{nt of the ſtates of the empire; and, therefore, he could 

ot conceive what right the electoral college had to arro- 

te this privilege to themſelves, excluding the other ſtates 

the Empire. He obſerved, that the Imperial capitulati- 

ns, which were the only laws of the Empire that treated of 

this ſubject, mentioned only three caſes in which it was 

awful to proceed to ſuch an election; namely, the Empe- 

rs leaving and long abſence from Germany; his advanc- 

age, or an indiſpoſition, rendering him incapable of 

managing the reins of government ; and any caſe of emer- 

gency in which the preſervation of the Empire's proſperity | 26 

ö intereſted. He affirmed, that none of theſe motives at +: 

preſent exiſted : that, in caſe the Imperial crown ſhould _ + BY 

volve to a minor, many miſchiefs and diſorders muſt | 

nſue, as the conſtitutions of the Empire have eſtabliſhed 

w regulations nor regency in that event: that an eleQi- 

in of this nature, carried on under the power, influence, 

and authority of the head of the Empire, would ſtrike at 

ie fundamental privileges of the princes and ſtates ; con- 

kquently, in time overturn the conſtitution of the En- 

Me, which, from being an eleQive dignity, conferred by 

be free and independent ſuffrages of the electoral college 

ul ſtates of Germany, under certain capitulations, 

Miging the prince thus choſen to govern according to 

, would become an hereditary ſucceſſion, perpetu- 

td in one family, which, of courſe, muſt be aggran- 

lied to the prejudice of its co-eſtates, and the ruin of 

lit Germanick liberties. In a word, all Germany in ge- 
neral, 
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election, at the preſent juncture, would be ill- timed, irre 
gular, and of dangerous conſequence. Perhaps, if the 


fome great ſcheme, with the execution of which this pro- 


ing the courſe of the laſt war: the King of Poland 


dy-treaty, obliging himſelf to furniſh a body of #1 


and Vienna had this election ſo much at heart, that the 
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ppoſit 


neral, and Ratiſbon in particular, was filled with wi. enedif 
wed! 


tings publiſhed on both fides, by the Emperor ant 


his adherents, to demonſtrate that the election of 2 aſſo! 
king of the Romans, during the life of the Emperor, hay” the 
often happened, and at this preſent time was neceſſary, bs 
and would be advantageous to the Empire : while the King 4 


of Pruſſia and his friends laboured to prove that ſuch an 


truth was known, this enterpriſing prince had projected 


poſed eſtabliſhment would have interfered. Certain it is 
he exerted himſelf with that ſpirit and perſeverance which 
are peculiar to his character to fruſtrate the intention 
the courts of Vienna and London in this particular, and 
was aſſiſted with all the intrigue of the French miniſtry 
Their joint endeavours were ſo effectual, that the Electuſ inecd 
of Cologn renounced his ſubſidiary treaty with the Mar 
time Powers, and once more threw himſelf intothe arms ol 
France. The EleQor Palatine being ſollicited by the Em 
preſs-Queen and his Britannick Majeſty to co-operate 
with their views, inſiſted, as a preliminary article, upon 
being indemnified by the court of Vienna for the ravagey 
committed in his territories by the Auſtrian troops, dur 


$ IV 
kQior 
dwediſh 
Mas ſuc 
tin, 

deen ſet 
it the ſ 
throne. 
his own 
ever 
Naintai 
udjeCt's 
rm of 


U, wh 


Elector of Saxony, made the fame demand of the lik 
indemnification, which was granted by the mediatio 
of King George; and then he ſubſcrjbed to a ſubſ 


thouſand auxiliaries, in caſe they ſhould be required bj 
the Maritime Powers; and to act as elector, in con 
cert with the houſe of Auſtria, in every thing relating i 
the welfare of his country that ſhould ſquare with th 
fundamental laws of the Empire. The courts of Londo! 


ſounded almoſt all the powers of Europe, to know bol 
they ſtood affected towards the meaſure propoſed. Th 
King of Spain declined intermeddling in a domeſtick aftal 
of the Empire. The French King returned an ambiguo 


anſwer ; from whence it was concluded, that nothing 99 
| oppoſitio 


BRE II. 


zyeciſn monarch was rendered propitious to the project, 
y aſſurances that the Houſe of Heſſe-Caſſel, of which he 
as the head, ſhould be elevated into an electorate. They 
ren endeavoured to ſoften his Pruſſian Majeſty, by con- 
enting, at laſt, that the treaty of Dreſden, confirming to 


zned, together with the ratification of his Imperial Ma- 


ences that might reſult from a minority; for regulating 
he capitulations to be agreed on with the King of the Ro- 
ans; ſecuring the freedom of future elections, and pre- 
ing the prerogatives and privileges of the Germanick 


vined to the apoſtacy of the Elector of Cologn, the obſti- 


Hungary, at which their Imperial Majeſties were obliged 
perſonally to prefide, the meaſures for the election were 
upended till next ſummer, when his Britannick Majeſty 


us great event in favour of the houſe of Auſtria. 
ection the promoters of it ſuſtained in the death of his 
has ſucceeded by Adolphus Frederick, Duke of Holſtein 


en ſettled for ſome years, by the unanimous concurrerice 
if the ſtates of the kingdom. This prince aſcended the 
one of Sweden without the leaſt diſturbance ; and, of 
Is own accord, took an oath in full ſenate, that he would 
erer attempt to introduce a deſpotick authority; but 


Wjefts in all reſpects according to the laws, and the 
brm of government eſtabliſhed in Sweden. This publick 


ety. Notwithſtanding this indulgence, he ſtill perſiſted 
zraifing freſh objections to the favourite project, on pre- 
tence of concerting meafures for preventing the inconve- 


way in all its members, In conſequence of theſe obſtacles, 


wcy of the Elector Palatine, and the approaching diet of 
us expected at Hanover, to put the finiſhing ſtroke to 


wediſh Majeſty, who expired in a good old age, and 


Lutin, Biſhop of Lubeck, upon whom the ſucceſſion had 


, which was communicated to all the foreign miniſters, | 
1 e and 


301 


ppoſition could de expected from that quarter. The C n A r. 


. 
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tim the poſſeſſion of Sileſia, ſhould be guaranteed by the 
iet of the Empire; a ſanction which he now actually ob- 


(IV. Another diſappointment with reſpect to this 


antain their liberties with his blood, and govern his 


BO oO xk and particularly to the envoy from Peterſburgh, met with 
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ſuch a favourable reception from the Czarina, that ſhe tx. 
preſſed her ſatisfaction in a publick declaration; and the 
good underſtanding between the two courts was perled} 
. reſtored. 1 

$ V. When the parliament of England was opened 
in the month of November, the King, in his ſpeech from 
the throne, gave them to underſtand, That, for the ſam; 
. purpoſes which ſuggeſted the treaty with the EleQur 
Bavaria, he had now, in conjunction with the States-Gene- 
ral, concluded another with the King of Poland, Ele@ 
of Saxony. He told them, that the unfortunate death d 
the Prince of Orange had made no alteration in the ſtat 
of affairs in Holland; and that he had received the ſtrong 
eſt aſſurances from the States, of their firm reſolution v 
maintain the intimate union and friendſhip happily {ub 
fiſting between his Majeſty and thoſe ancient and naturl 
allies of his crown. He exhorted both Houſes to conſider 
ſeriouſly of ſome effectual proviſions, to ſuppreſs thoſe au 
dacious crimes of robbery and violence, grown fo frequent 
about the capital, proceeding in a great meaſure from tha 
profligate ſpirit of irreligion, idleneſs, gaming, and extra- 
vagance, which had of late extended itſelf in an uncom- 
mon degree, to the diſhonour of the nation, and the great 
offence and prejudice of the ſober and induſtrious part o 


the people. The paragraphs of this ſpeech were, as uſud) 15 
ecchoed back to the throne in addreſſes, replete with e 60. 
preſſions of loyalty, affection, and approbation. Oppol: * l 
tion was by this time almoſt extinguiſhed ; and the po au 
ceedings of both Houſes took place with ſuch unanimit) te : 
as was hardly ever known before this period in a Britil aa 


parliament. The Commons, however, ſeem to have 
aſſembled with ſuch ſentiments as did no great honour te 
their temper and magnanimity. In a few days after the 
ſeſſion opened, Lord Viſcount C—e, a young noble- 
man, whoſe character entitled him to very little regardo! 
influence among men of ſenſe and probity, made a motion, 


that Mr. Murray, who had been ſo ſeverely perſecuted . 
; | the 


anim 
ing 
The 
fam, 
unar 


Ent 


GEORGE u. 5 


the laſt ſeſſion for refuſing to humble himſelfon his knees CHAP, 


t v ; a 
he er before them, ſhould be again committed cloſe priſoner to II. 
id the Newgate for the ſame offence. This propoſal, which N 


ſuppoſed a power that the Commons had never before ex- 
erciſed, was ſharply diſputed by the Earl of Eg— .—t, 
ene) and others, who had not reſigned all ſenſe of modera- 
ron ron; but the majority adopted the meaſure with great 
ame eagerneſs, and the Speaker was ordered to iſſue his war- 
qr rant accordingly. Then the Houſe reſolved; That the 
Core ad Alexander Murray ſhould receive the ſentence, for 
legal bis now being committed cloſe priſoner to his Majeſty's 
ath Ago of Newgate, at the bar of the Houſe, upon his knees 
e (Wand the ſerjeant at arms was commanded to take him into 
fron: cuſtody for this purpoſe. Their indignation, however, was 
ion i cluded by the caution of the delinquent, who, having fore- 
y ſub ſeen the effects of their reſentment, had prudently retired to 
aun nother country. They determined, nevertheleſs, to pro- 
nde ceed againſt him as a perſon of ſome conſequence in the 1 
ſe a. ommonwealth; for, being informed of his retreat, they 
quent condeſcended ſo far as to preſent an addreſs to his Ma- 
1 tha eſty, defiring that his royal proclamation might be iſſued 
nr bor apprehending the faid Mr. Murray, promiſing a re- | 
com- ard to him who ſhould have the good fortune to appre- 4 
bend this fugitive—a requeſt with which his Majeſty moſt = 
graciouſly complied. ; EE | | 
VI. Nor was this the only addreſs preſented to the 0 
King upon ſuch an important ſubject. A pamphlet, in- 1 
ituled, „“ The Caſe of the Hon. Alexander Murray, 
Equire, in an Appeal to the people of Great-Britain,” 
Ws firſt ſtigmatized in a complaint to the Houſe, and at- 
terwards produced, and read at the table. The piece was 
kitten with great acrimony, and abounded with ſevere | 
animadverſions, not only upon the conduct of the return- 
ng officer, but alſo on the proceedings of the Commons. 
The violent members immediately took fire, and the 
tame extended itſelf to the majority. Nay, the Houſe 
unanimouſly reſolved, That the pamphlet was an impu- 
nt, malicious, ſcandalous, and ſeditious libel, falſely and 
| moſt 


ted 
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BOOK moſt injuriouſly reflecting upon, and aſperſing the proceed, 


III. 


| 


1751, 


ings of the Houſe, tending to create miſapprehenſions in 
the minds of the people, to the great diſhonour of the 


ſaid Houſe, and in violation of the privileges thereof. 


They furthermore preſented an addreſs to the King, de. 
firing his Majeſty would be graciouſly pleaſed to ire 
directions to his attorney=general to proſecute the author, 
or author, the printers or printer, and the publiſhers 


publiſher. of the ſaid ſcandalous libel, that they might be 


brought to condign puniſhment. Directions were accord: 
ingly given for this purpoſe, and a proſecution commencet 
againſt the publiſher, who had ſome reaſon to be diſmayed, 


conſidering the great weight of influence he was doomed 


to encounter—influence ariſing from a proſecution of the 
crown, inſtituted at the requeſt, and founded on a vote 
of the Houſe of Commons, Nevertheleſs, when the cauſe 


was heard before the Lord Chief Juſtice of England, : 
Jury of free-born Engliſhmen, citizens of London, aſſert 


_ed their privilege of judging the law as well as the fad, 
and acquitted the defendant with a truly admirable ſpirit 
of independency. They confidered the pamphlet as an 


appeal againſt oppreſſion; and, convinced that the con- 
tents were true, they could not in conſcience adjudge ita 
falſe libel, even though it had been ſo declared by one 0 
the branches of the legiſlature. oo, 

$ VII. The Commons, in regulating the ſupplies o 


the enſuing year, voted the continuation of eighteen thou- 


ſand eight hundred and fifty-ſeven men for the land- ſer- 


tain 

for tl 
in 8c 
ſatisf 
of le: 
of th 
lands 
unite 
the | 
metr 
houſe 
riot 7 
fraud 
deba 


hum: 


vice, though not without ſome oppoſition from certain 


patriots, who, rather from a ſenſe of duty than from any V 
hope of influencing the majority, affirmed, that fixteen . 7. 
thouſand men, in time of peace, would anſwer all the end «. .. 
propoſed by a ſtanding army. The number of ſeamen Ra 
was fixed at ten thouſand ; large ſums were granted to e 

1 | . . | T la Wan; 
make up deficiencies, and fulfill the engagements of py 
crown with the Electors of Bavaria and Saxony, as well u gun 
as for the maintenance of Nova-Scotia and Georgia, and the g 
the caſtles on the coaſt of Guinea; and one hundred and; % pr 


6 1 0 R G R K 


tothe old royal African company for their excluſive charter 
and property, to be applied for the relief of their creditors®. 
VIII. The laws enacted for the encouragement of 
traffick, and the regulations of civil polity, conſiſted in an 


preventing the receiving of ſtolen goods: another for pre- 
venting thefts and robberies, by which places of enter- 


and within twenty miles of the capital, were ſuppreſſed 
tain licenſes from the juſtices of the peace, empowered 


for that purpoſe : a third for annexing the forfeited eſtates 
in Scotland unalienably in the crown, after having made 


welve thouſand one hundred and fifty-two pounds, three e 
ſhillings, and three-pence were voted, asa full compenſation 


a@ for licenſing pawnbrokers, and for the more effectual 


tainment, dancing, and muſick in London, Weſtminſter, 


and prohibited, unleſs the proprietors of them could ob- 


ſatisfaction to the lawful creditors; eſtabliſhing a method 


5 of leaſing theſe eſtates, and applying the rents and profits 
1 of them to the better civiliſing and improving the High- 


lands, and preventing future diſorders in that part of the 
united kingdom. Nothing could be more ſalutary than 
the purpoſes of theſe regulations. The ſuburbs of the 
metropolis abounded with an incredible number of publick 
houſes, which continually reſounded with the noiſe of 
not and intemperance : they were the haunts of idleneſs, 
aud, and rapine ; and the ſeminaries of drunkenneſs, 
debauchery, extravagance, and every vice incident to 


* ome caſes, aroſe even to a degree of oppreſſion. The 
5 = juſtices 


) Theſe expenſes were defrayed by a continuation of the duties on malt, 


luman nature: yet the ſuppreſſion of theſe receptacles 
dk infamy was attended with an inconvenience, which, in 


ke. land tax at three ſhillings in the pound; a duty on licenſes to be 
* paid by pawnbrokers and dealers in ſecond-band goods, within the 
us of mortality; the ſum of one million four hundred thouſand pounds, 


of the Wranced by the Bank, according to a propoſal made for that purpoſe ; five 


as well "a thouſand pounds to be iſſued from the ſinking fund; a duty laid 

"ad 3 ſenaga; and the continuation of divers other occaſional impoſitions. 
we 4 drants for the year amounted to ſomething leſs than four millions, and 
e | 


lie provifions made for this expenſe exceeded it in the ſum of two hundred 


twelve My one thouſand twenty-four pounds, ten ſhillings, and ſix - penoe half» 
ny, 1 


BOOK Juſtices being veſted, by the legiſlature, with the power gf 
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2 wh 
4 III. granting or refuſing licenſes, were conſtituted, in effect, ſo! 
% "Re the arbiters on whoſe decifion the fortunes and livelihood anc 
wt of many individuals abſolutely depended. Many of theſe BW wh 
"#1 who exerciſed this ſpecies of magiſtracy within the bills tißy 
0 of mortality were, to the reproach of government, men of emi 
1 profligate lives, needy, mean, ignorant, and rapacious, evei 
ih and often acted from the moſt ſcandalous principles of WI the 
1 ſelfiſh avarice. | . 8 
7 SIX. The law relating to the Highlands of Scotland BMW yati 
if was well calculated for promoting, among the inhabitants join 
11 of that country, ſuch a ſpirit of induſtry as might detach Eng 
. them from their dangerous connexions, and gradually WW nun 
| ſuperſede that military genius which has been ſo productive fere: 
F of danger and alarm to the ſouthern parts of Great-Bri- Wl nod 
4 tain. The King, by this act, was empowered to appoint cour 
. commiſſioners for managing the forfeited eſtates; who were able 
4 enabled to grant leaſes of ſmall farms, not above twenty Wl bill + 
15 pounds a- year, to individuals, who ſhould take an oath to f &. 
'H government to reſide upon and cultivate the lands thus WW man 
# tet. It was alſo provided, that no leaſe ſhould be granted yere 
5 for a longer term than twenty-one years; and that the WI whic 
1 tefices ſhould not pay above three-fourths of the annual open 
0 value. Although thefe forfeited eſtates were generally Wl Irela; 
| „ encumbered with claims beyond their real value, and the ¶ the f 
14 act directed that they ſhould be diſpoſed of by publick ſale; ¶ ceive 
39 pet, as they lay in the moſt diſaffected parts of the High- ¶ hand 
7:38 lands, it was thought neceſſary that they ſhould remain in WI Over 
. the poſſeſſion of the crown, becauſe, in caſe of their WM wurs 
1 being publickly ſold, they might be purchaſed in truſt for WW bin; 
4 Þ the famihes of the perſons by whom they were forfeitel' Bi lobe 
13 and thus the ſpirit of · diſaffection would ſtill ſurvive. A blood 
; valuation, therefore, was made by the eourt of ſeſſion in tobbe 
Scotland, at the joint ſuit of the crown and the creditors 5 Wil way t 
and the value being aſcertained, the juſt claimants were it as: 
paid out of the next aids granted by parliament. Tbeſ cauſe 
bill met with confiderable oppoſition in the Houle 00 WW vitho; 
Peers from the Duke of Bedford and the Earl of _ ther b 
| | | | | 0 


01 OR Oh . 


who probably foreſaw that the good effects of this ſcheme, c H AP. 
d, ſo laudable in itſelf, would be fruſtrated in the execution; II. 
ood and that the act, inſtead of anſwering the purpoſes for 171. 
ſe which it was intended, would ſerve only as a job to gra- 
ills WI tify the rapacious retainers to the government, and their 
n of Wl emiffaries, in that country. After a warm debate, how- 
ous, ever, it was adopted by a great r and obtained | 
s of Wi the royal aſſent. 
$ X. A third law related to certain articles of the 
land Wi national debt, which were now converted into ſeveral 
ants Wi joint ſtocks of annuities, transferable at the Bank of 
tach Wi England, to be charged on the finking-fund, A great 
aal) number of different funds for annuities, eſtabliſhed at dif- 
ave Wl ferent times, and by different acts, ſubſiſted at this pe- 
-Bri- BY nod; fo that it was neceſſary to keep many different ac- 
int Wi counts, which could not be regulated without conſider- 
were able trouble and expenſe, for the removal of which the 
ent) bill was calculated. e 
th to XI. In conſequence of petitions from the woollen 


inted ere brought in, and paſſed through both Houſes, by 
t the which the ports of Lancaſter and Great Varmouth were 
mual opened for the importat ion of wool and woollen yarn from 


rally Bi Ireland ; but why this privilege was not extended to all 


the the fiequented ports of the kingdom it is not eaſy to con- 
ſale; WW ceive, without ſuppoſing a little national jealouſy on one 
Jighr hand, and a great deal of grievous reftraint on the other. 


in in Over and above theſe new laws, ſome unſucceſsful endea- 


their I tours were uſed in behalf of commerce and police. A 
t for WW bill was offered for laying further reſtrictions on pawn- 
cited, Wi brokers and brokers, that they might no longer ſuck the 
Hood of the poor, and act as the acceſſaries of theft and 


Way through the Lower Houſe 3 but the Lords rejected 


were tes a crude ſcheme, which they could not amend, be- 

Thc WM cauſe it was a money-bill, not cognizable by their Houle, 
uſe of without engaging in a diſpute with the Commons. Ano- 
Bath, 


wer bill was prepared, for giving power to change the pu- 
— niſhment 


manufacturers of Weſtmorland and Yorkſhire, two bills 


tobbery, which was canvaſſed, debated, and made its 
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BOOK niſhment of felony, in certain caſes, to confinement and 


II. 
— } 
1752. 


hard labour in dock- yards or garriſons. It was the op. 


nion of many who wiſhed well to their country, and were 
properly qualified to proſecute ſuch enquiries, that the 
practice of conſigning ſuch a number of wretches to the 
hands of the executioner ſerved only, by its frequency, 
to defeat the purpoſe of the law, in robbing death of al 
its terrour, and the publick of many ſubje&s, who might, 
notwithſtanding their delinqueney, be in ſome meaſure 
rendered uſeful to ſociety. Such was the motive that 
influenccd the promoters of this bill ; by which it waz 
propoſed, in imitation of that economy praQtiſed in other 


countries, to confine felons convicted under certain cir- 


cumſtances to hard labour upon the publick works of 
the kingdom. The ſcheme was adopted by the Lower 
Houſe, but rejected by the Lords, who ſeemed apprehen- 
ſive of its bringing ſuch diſcredit upon his Majeſty's dock- 
yards as would diſcourage perſons who valued their repu- 
tation from engaging in ſuch employment. Of ſtil 


greater importance to the nation was the next meaſure 
| propoſed, in a bill for making the militia of England 


more uſeful, preſented by Mr. Thornton, a gentleman 
of Yorkſhire, who had diſtinguiſhed himſelf by his loyalty 
and patriotiſm. It was canvaſſed in a committee of the 


Whole Houſe, and underwent divers amendments ; but 
miſcarried, through the averſion of the miniſtry to any 
project tending to remove or leſſen the neceſſity of main- 
taining a ſtanding army. A conſiderable number of pet!- 


tions for different regulations, in reſpe& to commerce and 
convenience of traffick, were preſented, conſidered, and 
left upon the table. A remonſtrance from the priſoners 
confined in the jail of the King's-Bench, complaining 


of their miſerable ſituation, ariſing from want of room, 


and other conveniences, being taken into conſideration 
by a committee, among other evidences, they examined 


that remarkable perſonage who had ſignalized himſelf in 


lifferent parts of Chriſtendom, under the name of Theo- 


dore King of Corſica. Though formerly countenance 
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GEORG E I. 


beſeeching his Majeſty, That in time of publick tran- 


quillity he would be graciouſly pleaſed to avoid entering 


into ſubſidiary treaties with foreign princes, which are ſo 
harthenſome to this nation. This extraordinary propo- 


al was made and ſtrenuouſly urged by the Duke of B—, 


and a vehement debate enſued, in which the Earls of G=, 
S—, and H—, oppoſed it with an exertion of ſuperior 


abilities; and the queſtion being put, was carried in the 


negative, without a diviſion. The ſame fate attended it 
in the Houſe of Commons, where it was introduced by 
Lord H—y, and ſupported by ſome diſtinguiſhed ora- 
tors. The ſeſſion ended in the latter end of March, when 
his Majeſty, having given his aſſent to ninety-five publick 


and private bills, harangued both Houſes, and e 


the parliament“. 

XII. Immediately after the prorogation the — 
pointed a regency, and ſet out for Hanover, in order 
to complete the great ſcheme he had projected for elect- 
ing a king of the Romans. 
time, produced no event of importance, or any tranſaQion 
that deſerves hiſtorical mention, except the ratification of 
two treaties of peace and commerce with the ſtates of 
Tripoli and Tunis on the coaſt of Barbary, concluded 
by the Britiſh conſuls in thoſe cities, under the influence 
and auſpices of an Engliſh ſquadron, commanded by 


Commodore 
lrequent of late, importing, That every criminal convicted of this horrid 


Poductive of very ſalutary conſequences. 


Great-Britain, in the mean 


Among hs proceedings of this ſeffion it may not be improper to men- 
ton a new act for the prevention of murders, which had been ſhockingly 


time ſhould be executed in one day after his ſentence, and his body deli- 
fered to the ſurgeons for diſſection an expedient which hath been und | 


RB 
and even treated as a ſovereign prince by the Britiſh C H A p. 
miniſtry, he was now reduced to the forlorn condition of 
aconfined debtor 5 and, to the reproach of this king- 
dom, died in priſon, ſurrounded with all the miſery of 
indigence, and overwhelmed with the infirmities of old 
ape. But the moſt remarkable circumſtance of the par- 
lamentary tranſactions that diſtinguiſhed this ſeſſion, was 
à motion made in both Houſes for an addreſs to the King, 


II. 


1752. 
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. F ny oo k Commodore Keppel, ſon to the Earl of Albemarle. The 


tide of luxury ſtill flowed with an impetuous current, 


rum ; while fraud and profligacy ſtruck out new chan- 
nels, through which they eluded the reſtrictions of the 
law, and all the vigilance of civil policy. New arts of 
deception were invented, 1:1 order to enſnare and ruin the 
unwary ; and ſome infamous practices, in the way of 
commerce, were countenanced by perſons of rank and 
importance in the commonwealth. A certain member of 
parliament was obliged to withdraw himſelf from his 
country, in conſequence of a diſcovery, by which it ap- 
peared that he had contrived and executed ſchemes for de- 
ſtroying his own ſnips at ſea, with a view to defraud the 


infurers. 


F XIHIE. In the courſe of this year the affairs of the 
continent did not undergo any material alteration. In 
France the religious diſpute concerning the doctrine of 


Janſenius ſtill ſubſiſted between the clergy and the parlia- 
ment; and ſeemed to acquire additional fuel from the 


violence of the Archbiſhop of Paris, a haughty turbulent 
prelate, whoſe pride and bigotry were ſufficient to embroil 
one half of Chriſtendom. The northern powers enjoyed 
a perfect tranquillity : the States-General of the United 
Provinces were engroſſed by plans of national ceconomy. 
Spain was intent upon extending her commerce, bringing 
her manuiaQures to perfection, and reprefling the inſolence 


of the Barbary Corſairs. His Portugueſe Majeſty endea- 


voured, by certain peremptory precautions, to check the 
exportation of gold coin from his dominions; and inſiſted 
upon inſpecting the books of the Britiſh merchants ſettled 
at Liſbon ; but they refuſed to comply with this demand, 
which was contrary to a treaty ſubſiſting between the two 
crowns; and he thought proper to acquieſce in their re- 
fuſal. He was much better employed i in obtaining from 


the Pope an abolition of the annual proceſſion called the 


Auto da fe, one of the moſt horrid triumphs of ſpiritual 


tyranny. The peace of Iral y was ſecured. by a defenſive 
treaty 


GCEORGE HI. 


The treaty &bneluded at Madrid between the Emperor, his 
ent, Catholick Majeſty, the King of the Two Sicilies, and the 
co. Duke of Parma; to which treaty the King of Sardinia 
gan- afterwards acceded. 

the $ XIV. With reſpe& to the great ſcheme of dle@ing 


the Archduke Joſeph king of the Romans, freſh objec- 
tions ſeemed to riſe from different quarters. The good 


s of 
the 


V of underſtanding between the courts of Berlin and Hanover 


and rnceived an additional ſhock, from a diſpute concerning 
or of dhe property of Eaſt Frieſeland, which his Pruſſian Ma- 


bi jelty, had ſecured, as heir to the laſt poſſeſſor. His Bri- 
ap- tannick Majeſty, as Ele ctor of Hanover, having pretenſions 


d to the ſame inheritance, his miniſter delivered a memorial 


the to the diet of the Empire, aſſembled at Ratiſbon, demand- ; 


ing that the King of Pruſſia, as Elector of Brandenburgh, 


the ſhould be referred to the deciſion of the Aulick council, in 


In regard to his claim to the eſtates of Eaſt Frieſcland : but the 
e of King being already in poſſeſſion, refuſed to ſubmit his 


rlia- ncht to the determination of that or any other tribunal ; 
the and when the diet preſumed to deliberate on this affair, 
dent] his envoy entered a ſtrong proteſt againſt their proceed- 
broil WI ings. At the ſame time, he preſented the other miniſters 


oyed with a memorial, tending to refute the EleQor of Ha- 


od nover's een dent to the principality in queſtion. 

my. XV. At this juncture his Pruſſian Majeſty made no 
ging ſeruple of expreſſing his reſentment againſt the court of 
ence London, which he ſeemed to conſider as an officious cabal, 
den- that had no right to intermeddle in the affairs of Germany. 
« the His reſident at London complained to the Britiſh miniſtry, 


"fed that divers ſhips, failing under the Pruſſian flag, had been 


+:led ſtopped at ſea, and even ſeiſed, by Engliſh cruiſers ; and 
and, that his ſubjects had been ill-treated and oppreſſed : he, 


two WM therefore, demanded reparation in a peremptory tone; 
re:. nd, in the mean time, diſcontinued the payment of the 
fron WI Silea loan, which he had charged himſelf with, by an 
{ the WI #ticle in the treaty of Breſlau. This was a ſum of money 
tual amounting to two hundred and fifty thouſand pounds, 
ſve which the Emperor Charles VI. father of the reigning 


Empreſs, 


reaty 
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and become the property of many others beſides the ſub- 


on condition of paying an intereſt of fix per cent. and on 
mortgaging the ſilver mines of Sileſia for the repayment Mh 
of the principal. Theſe devolved to the King of Pruſſia en re 
with this incumbrance, and he continued to pay the in- y-fi 


| tereſt punctually till this juncture, when the payment was iemor 


ſtopped; and he publiſhed a paper, intituled, “ An Expoſi- hett 
tion of the Motives which influenced his Conduct on this aſons 
Occaſion.” In his memorial to the miniſtry of Great- Ne u 
Britain he alledged, That eighteen Pruſſian ſhips, and ain 
thirty-three neutral veſſels, in which the ſubjects of Pruſ- derec 
ſia were concerned, had been unjuſtly ſeiſed by Engliſh Withou 
privateers: his account of damages amounted to a very H lated 
conſiderable ſum ; and he demanded, in the moſt dogmatick Wain 
terms, that the affair ſhould be finally diſcuſſed in the tt of 
term of three months from the date of his remonſtrance. X 
The expoſition and memorial were ſubjected to the exa- iſe ſub 


mination of the ableſt civilians in England, who refuted What, 1 


every article of the charge with equal precifion and per- Miriſlat 
ſpicuity. They proved, that captures by ſea fell properly Nerss 
under the cognizance of thoſe powers under whoſe juril- iſs, a 
diction the ſeiſures were made; and, therefore, his Pruſ« t pi 


ſian Majeſty could not, confiſtent with the law of nations, Hadern 
determine theſe diſputes in his own tribunals. They de- vil 


monſtrated, by undoubted evidence, the falſity of many the 
facts alledged in the memorial, as well as the fairneſs of {ſtole 
the proceedings by which ſome few of the Pruſſian vei- Wiſes hs 


ſels had been condemned; and made it apear, that no Hs o 


inſult or injury had been offered to the ſubjects of Pruſſia, {uſes 
Finally, they obſerved, that the Sileſia loan was a private afant 
tranſaction of ſuch a nature, that, even if a war had hap- ect 
pened between the Emperor Charles VI. and his Britan- er b. 


nick Majeſty, this muſt have been held facred and invio- Wire es 


jable: that when the Empreſs-Queen ceded Sileſia to the Within 
King of Pruſſia, this monarch charged himſelf with the Wrap: 
repayment of the loan, which, being a private debt, and ud 
transferable, was now diffuſed into different countries, ge 


jects 
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4 BOOK þ$ XVII. The courts of Vienna and Hanover (ll em. 

A il. ployed their chief attention upon the ſcheme of eleRing 

{ok 1752, king of the Romans; and the EleQor of Mentz, in. 

64 fluenced by the majority of the college, had convoked an 
FRO electoral diet for that purpoſe : but ſtrong proteſts againſ 
1 this convocation were entered by the Electors of Cology 
4181 and Palatine, inſomuch that it was thought expedient ts 
gl it conciliate this laſt, by taking ſome Reps in his favour, with 
5 f reſpe& to the ſatisfaction he demanded from the Empreſ. 
1188 Queen and his Britannick Majeſty. His claim upon the 
| 1 i court of Vienna amounted to three millons of floring, by 
AF way of indemnification for the loſſes he had ſuſtained during 
Br the war. He demanded of the King of England tweny 
1 thouſand pounds ſterling, for proviſion and forage furniſhe 
ö to the Britiſh troops while they acted on the Maine; and 


the like ſum for the like purpoſes from the States-Generi 
of the United Provinces. The Empreſs-Queen could nd 
help remonſtrating againſt this demand as exorbitant in 
itſelf, and the more unreaſonable, as the EleQor Palatine, 
at the death of her father, had openly declared againſt the 
pragmatick ſanction, which he had guaranteed in the mol 
ſolemn manner: ſhe, therefore, obſerved that the damage 
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TY he had ſuſtained, in conſequence of that declaration, ougit 
1 to be conſidered as the common fate of war. Theſe rea- 
= ſons, though concluſive and irrefragable in the uſual way 
5 5 of arguing, made no impreſſion upon the Palatine, who 
28497 perfectly well underſtood his own importance, and was de- 
1 termined to ſeiſe this opportunity of turning it to the bel 

199 advantage. The court of Vienna, and the Maritime tio! 

1 Powers, finding him thus obſtinately attached to his own MiWilor 

14 BY intereſt, reſolved to bring him over to their views at an) {ſnd 
1 rate, and commenced a negociation with him, which pro 
i458 duced a formal treaty. By this convention his demand: 
TY | in money were fixed at twelve hundred thouſand Dutch 
| florins, to be paid at three inſtalments, five hundred thou 


tand by the Empreſs-Queen, and the remaining ſeven 
hundred thouſand by the King of Great-Britain and the 
States-General, according to the proportion 1 

5 | forme! 
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| en. mer treaties. The privilege of Non appellendo, for the C HA Þ, 
ing a iuchy of Deux-ponts, was confirmed to his electoral 
„ in Wſhighneſs, together with ſome other rights and pretenſions, 1752. 
ed an MW conſideration of his concurring with the other electors 
raink Wn the choice of a king of the Romans, to be elected ac- 
ologn iſeording to the cuſtoms preſcribed by the laws and conſti- 
ent o tions of the Empire, He likewiſe engaged to join them 
» with Wn ſettling the articles of the capitulation with the King of 
pre e Romans, emperor in futuro. Yet, even after the 
on the oncurrence of this prince was ſecured, the purpoſed 
ns, Vection proved abortive, from the ſtrong objections that 
Juring ere ſtarted, and the ſtrenuous oppoſition which was made 
went Wy his Pruſſian Majeſty, who perhaps aſpired in ſecret at 
niſtel de Imperial dignity, which the Empreſs-Queen took all 
; ais pains to perpetuate in her own family. 
eneral XVIII. The King of Great-Britain, returning from An. 1753. 
ld not e continent, opened the ſeſſion of parliament on the 
ant in erenth day of January with a ſpeech, implying, That 
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peace, ſo agreeable and neceſſary to the welfare of all 
Europe : That he had the ſatisfaction to be aſſured of a 
good diſpoſition in all the powers that were his allies, to 
dhere to the ſame ſalutary object. He exhorted them to 
ontinue their attention to the reduction of the national 
lebt, the augmentation of the ſinking fund, and the im- 


o their ſerious conſideration what further laws and regu- 
ations might be neceſſary for ſuppreſſing thoſe crimes and 
orders, of which the publick had ſo juſtly complained : 
and concluded with an affurance, that his hearty con- 
currence and endeavours ſhould never be wanting in any 


The addreſſes in anſwer to this ſpeech were couched in 
lhe uſual form of implicit approbation : but that of the 


E— took exceptions to one paragraph, in which they 
acknowledged his Majeſty's wiſdom, as well as goodneſs, 
e | 3 


all his views and negociations had been calculated and di- 
reed to preſerve and ſecure the duration of the general] 


provement of the publick revenue. He recommended 


meaſure that might promote their welfare and proſperity. 


Commons did not paſs without queſtion. The Earl of 
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BOOK in purſuing ſuch meaſures as muſt contribute to maintain an 


III. 
| 
1753. 


ſame ſalutary object. His lordſhip expatiated on the ab. 


had ſo much cauſe of complaint and diſſatisfaction. He 
was ſeconded by ſome other individuals, who declaimel 
with great vivacity againſt continental connexions ; and 
endeavoured to expole the weakneſs and folly of the whale 


have choſen a better opportunity to compliment their 


Europe. But the truth is, theſe addreſſes to the throne 


ſovereign: accordingly, both Houſes agreed to their re: 
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render permanent the general tranquillity of Europe; and 
declared their ſatisfaction at the aſſurances his Majeſty ha 
received from his allies, that they were all attached to the 


ſurdity of theſe compliments at ſuch a juncture, when the 
peace of Europe was ſo precarious, and the Engliſh nation 


ſyſtem of foreign meaſures which our miniſtry had late) 
purſued. It muſt be owned, indeed, that they might 


ſovereign on the permanency of the peace than at this 
juncture, when they muſt have ſeen themſelves on the ver 
brink of a new rupture with the moſt formidable power in 


had been long conſidered as compliments of courſe, in- 
plying no more than a reſpectful attachment to their 


ſpeQive addreſſes without diviſion. The two grand com- 
mittees of ſupply and of ways and means being eſtabliſhed, 
the buſineſs of the Houſe was tranſacted without much 
altercation ; and the people had great reaſon to be ſatish- 
ed with their moderate proceedings. Ten thouſand ſea- 
men, and the uſual number of land-forces, were retained 
for the ſervice of the enſuing year. They provided for 
the maintenance of the new colony in Nova-Scotia, the 
civil eſtabliſhment of Georgia, the ſupport of the caltles 
on the coaſt of Guinea, and the erection of a new for 
at Anamaboa, where the French had attempted to make 
a ſettlement ; and they enabled his Majeſty to fulfil his 


engagements with the King of Poland and the Electot T 
of Bavaria. LA 3 out fc 

XIX. The ſupplies, including grants for former de- my 
ficiencies and ſervices, for which no proviſion had bet B.. 


made in the courſe of the laſt year, did not exceed 0 
millions 


SO & OE: 
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* rillions one hundred thirty-two thouſand ſeven hundred H Ap 
12 ud ſeven pounds, ſeventeen ſhillings, and two-pence II. ü 
by ha half penny; in order to defray which expenſe they aſſign- 
wth dthe duty on malt, &c. the land-tax at two ſhillings in "RRP 


bell he pound, the ſurplus of certain funds in the Exchequer, 


en the 
nation 
He 
aimed 
; and 
whole 


ut of the ſinking fund; ſo that the exceedings amounted 
o near three hundred thouſand pounds}. As for the 


j-four millions three hundred fixty-eight thouſand four 
hundred and fifty-one pounds, fifteen ſhillings, and one 
penny; and the ſinking fund produced one million ſeven 


* hundred thirty- fi ve thouſand five hundred and twenty- 
al nine pounds, fix ſhillings, and ten-pence farthing. 
al XX. One of the firſt meaſures brought upon the 


en carpet, in the courſe of this ſeſſion, was an act containing 
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which ſo great havock had been made by poachers, and 
ther perſons unqualified to enjoy that diverſion, that the 
tal extirpation of it was apprehended. m—_ 
XXI. The next ſtep taken by the Commons was an 


arm quarantine, in order to prevent the plague from 
being imported from foreign countries into Great-Britain. 
for this purpoſe, it was ordained, that if this dreadful 
Iitation ſhould appear in any ſhip to the northward of 
ape Finiſterre, the maſter or commander ſhould imme- 
lately proceed to the harbour of New Grimſby, in one of 


bo ſome officer of the Cuſtoms ; who ſhould, with the 
frſt opportunity, tranſmit this intelligence to another 


f Several duties on alt, as well as on red and white herrings delivered 


Rdevry , 

in by parliament ; and it was provided, that the debt contracted 

* eſe duties being diſcharged, all the after produce of chem ſhould 
dme part of the ſinking fund. e N . 


1 de- 
been 
60 


ons 


nd the ſum of four hundred and twenty thouſand pounds 


national debt, it now ſtood at the enormous ſum of ſeven- 


Wrzulations for the better preſervation of the game, of 


fair of much greater conſequence to the community, 
leing a bill for obliging ſhips the more effeQually to per- 


the iſlands of Scilly, and there communicate the diſcovery | 


Caſtom-houſe officer in the neareſt port of England, to 


nt for home conſumption, were rendered perpetual, though ſubject to be 
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1753. 


It was alfo provided, that in caſe the maſter of 2 ſhi 


main at the ſaid iſland, and not an individual preſume ih 


barbarous practice of plundering ſhips which have the 


bill was prepared, containing clauſes to enforce the lans 


fell under deliberation, the Earl of Egmont propoſe! 
2 new clauſe for empowering and requiring regimentil 


their trials. The propoſal occaſioned a debate, in which 


ſecute the offenders at the expenſe of the county. It was likewiſe propoſed 
that in caſe no proſecution of this nature ſhould be commenced within a 
certain limited time after the information ſhould have been legally 8!" 
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be by him forwarded to one of his Majeſty's principal 
ſecretaries of ſtate. In the mean time the ſhip ſhould 
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go aſhore, until his Majefty's pleaſure fhould be know 


thus infected ſhould not he able to make the iſlands & 
Scilly, or be forced up either channel by violent wind 
he ſhould not enter any frequented harbour ; but remain 
in ſome open road, until he could receive orders from hi 
Majeſty, or the privy- council: that, during this interrdl, 
he ſhould avoid all intercourſe with the ſhore, or af 
perſon or veſſel whatſoever, on pain of being deemed gui. 
ty of felony, and ſuffering death without benefit of clergy. 

$ XXII. In order the more effectually to repreſs the 


misfortune to ſuffer ſhipwreck ; a practice which prevailed 
upon many different parts of the Britiſh coaſt, to the di 
grace of the nation, and the ſcandal of human nature; 1 


againſt ſuch ſavage delinquents, who prowl along 
the ſhore, like hungry wolves, in hopes of preying upon 
their fellow- creatures; and certain proviſions for the t. 
lief of the unhappy ſufferersp. When the mutiny-bill 


courts-martial to examine witneſſes upon oath in al 


the miniſtry were pretty equally divided; but the claul 
was diſapproved by the majority, and this annual bill ws 
enacted into a law without any alteration. 


XXII. 


+ By this new law, the clerk of the peace in the county where the crime 
ſhall be committed is obliged, upon receiving proper information, to Pt” 


in that caſe the county might be ſued by the perſon who had ſuſtained the 
damage, and obliged to indemnify him for his loſs ; but this clauſe wi 
rejected by the majority; and the bill, having made its way through both 
Houſes, received the royal aſſent. 
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BOOK are fecured from the tyranny of oppreſſive by-laws, con. 


II. 


— 
an act for naturalizing Jews, and a bill for the better pr. 


venting clandeſtine marriages. The firſt of theſe, which 
_ paſſed without much oppoſition in the Houſe of Lord, 


© to be naturalized by Parliament, and for other Purpoſe 


conſequences of ſuch a naturalization, a great acceſſion v 


cn infſuence among the individuals of that community. 


commerce and the credit of the kingdom, and ſet a laudz- 


Edinburgh to improve, enlarge, and adorn the avenues and ſtreets of tha 
city, according to a concerted plan, to be executed by voluntary ſubſcrips 
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trived by any monopolizing cabal. 
XXV. But this ſeſſion was chiefly diſtinguiſhed by 


from whence it deſcended to the Commons, was intituled, 
« An Act to permit Perſons profeſſing the Jewiſh Religion 


< therein mentioned.” It was ſupported by ſome petition 
of merchants and manufacturers, who, upon examination, 
appeared to be Jews, or their dependants ; and counte- 
nanced by the miniſtry, who thought they foreſaw, in the 


the moneyed intereſt, and a conſiderable increaſe of thei 


They boldly affirmed, that ſuch a law would greatly con- 
duce to the advantage of the nation 3 that it would 
encourage perſons of wealth to remove with their el 
fects from foreign parts into Great-Britain, increaſe the 


ble example of induſtry, temperance, and frugality. Such, 
however, were not the ſentiments of the Lord-Mayor, 
aldermen, and commons of the city of London in common 
council aſſembled, who, in a petition to parliament, er- 
prefled their apprehenſion that the bill, if paſſed into a lay, 
would tend greatly to the diſhonour of the chriſtian religion, 
endanger the excellent conſtitution, and be highly preju- 
dicial to the intereſt and trade of the kingdom in general 
and of the city of London in particular. Another petition 

| BE to 
+ Several other bills were paſſed - one for regulating the number of public 
houſes, and the more eaſy conviction of perſons ſelling ale and firong l- 


quors without licenſe; an act which empowered the juſtices of peace to 
tyranniſe over their fellow ſubjects -a ſecond, enabling the magiſtrates 0 


tion—a third, allowing the exportation of wool and woollen yarn from 
reland into any port in Great Biitain—and a fourth, preſcribing the 
breadth of the wheels belonging to heavy carriages, that the high roads ol 
the kingdom might be the better preſerved, 
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ſubſcribed by merchants and traders of the city of London; 


who, among other allegations, obſerved, that the conſe- 
quences of ſuch a naturalization would greatly affe& their 


trade and commerce with foreign nations, particularly 
with Spain and Portugal. Counſel was heard, evidence 


examined, and the: bill produced violent debates, in whick 


there ſeemed to be more paſſion than patriotiſm, more de- 


clamation than argument. The adverſaries of the bill af- 
firmed, that ſuch a naturalization would deluge the king- 
dom with brokers, uſurers, and beggars ; that the rich Jews, 


under the ſhadow of this indulgence, would purchaſe lands, 


and even advowſons; ſo as not only to acquire an intereſt 
in the legiſlature, but alſo to influence the conſtitution of 
the church of Chriſt, to which they were the inveterate and 
profefſed enemies: that the lower claſs of that nation, 
when thus admitted tothe right of denizens, would inter- 
fere with the induſtrious natives who earn their livelihood 
by their labour ; and by dint of the moſt parſimonious fru- 
rality, to which the Engliſh are ſtrangers, work at an 
under- price; ſo as not only to ſhare, but even in a man- 
ner to exclude them from all employment: that ſuch an 
adoption of vagrant Jews into the community, from all 


321 
to the fame purpoſe was next day preſented to the Houſe, e H A p, 


II. 


1733. 


parts of the world, would rob the real ſubjects of their 


birthright, diſgrace the character of the nation, expoſe 
themſel ves to the moſt diſnonourable participation and in- 


truſion, endanger the conſtitution both in church and ſtate, 


and be an indelible reproach upon the eſtabliſhed religion 
of the country. Some of theſe orators ſeemed tranſported 


eyen to a degree of enthuſiaſm. They prognoſticated that 
the Jews would multiply ſo much in number, engroſs 


ch wealth, and acquire ſo great power and influence in 


Great-Britain, that their perſons would be revered, their 


euſtoms imitated, and Judaiſm become the faſhionable re- 


ion of the Engliſh. Finally, they affirmed that ſuch an act 
Was direQly flying in the face of the propheſy, which de- 
cares, that the Jews ſhallbe a ſcattered people, without coun- 
iy or fixed habitation, until they ſhall beconverted from their 

Vol, III. | * infidelity, 
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in reality frivolous and chimerical, being induſtriouſſy cir. 


Hebrew nation. The truth is, it might have increaſed the 


military offices, as well as from other privileges enjoyed 
by their Chriſtian brethren, in all probability they would 


averſion. What rendered this unpopular meaſure the 
more impolitick, was the unſeaſonable junQure at which 
it was carried into execution; that is, at the eve of a ge- 


the body of the people. The Earl of Eg——t, who ar- 
gued againſt the bill with equal power and vivacity, in de. 


arrive, I ſhall not fear to ſet my foot upon any ground 


& peared in favour of this naturalization.” 5 
 $ XXVI. Another bill, tranſmitted from the Upper 
Honſe, met with a reception equally unfavourable amon 
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infidelity, and gathered together in the land of their fore. 


fathers. Theſe arguments and apprehenſions, which were the C 


the m: 


_ culated among the vulgar, naturally prejudiced againſt the 5 obta 
Jewiſh people; excited ſuch a ferment throughout the na. * 
tion, as ought to have deterred the miniſter from the proſe. m . 
cution of ſuch an unpopular meaſure z which, however, demie 

they had courage enough to maintain againſt all oppoſition, . degr 

The bill paſſed the ordeal of both Houſes, and his Majeſty . i 


vouchſafed the royal ſanction to this law in favour of the 3 
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wealth, and extended the commerce of Great-Britain, had 
it been agreeable to the peqple 3 and as the naturalized 
Jews would ftill have been excluded from all civil and 


have gradually forſaken their own unprofitable and obſti- 
nate infidelity, opened their eyes to the ſhining truths of 
the goſpel, and joined their fellow-ſubjeQs in embracing 
the doctrines of Chriſtianity. But no miniſtry ought to 
riſk an experiment, how plauſible ſoever it may be, if they 
find it, as this was, an object of the people's unconquerable 


neral election for a new parliament, when a miniſter ought 
carefully to avoid every ſtep which may give umbrage to 


ſcribing the effect it might have upon that occaſion, © 
c am amazed (ſaid he) that this conſideration makes no 
<« impreflion.—When that day, which is not far off, ſhall 


cc of election in the kingdom, in oppoſition to any one man 
<« among you, or any new Chriſtian, who has voted or ap- 


the 
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e the Commons, though it was ſuſtained on the ſhoulders of c HAP, 
© ¶ me majority, and thus forced its way to the throne, where II. 
If. , . | a .. 2 A LINE 
6 it obtained the royal approbation. The practice of ſolemn- 1753, 

jung clandeſtine marriages, ſo prejudicial to the peace of 
Wh fmilics, and ſo often productive of miſery to the parties 
a themſelves thus united, was an evil that prevailed to ſuch 
5 degree as claimed the attention of the legiſlature. The 
pi ſons and daughters of great and opulent families, before — 
* they had acquired knowledge and experience, or attained , 
te the years of diſcretion, were every day ſeduced in their 1 
Mad afections, and inveigled into matches big with infamy : : 
end ruin; and theſe were greatly facilitated by the oppor- 45 


unities that occurred of being united inſtantaneouſly by 


the ceremony of marriage, in the firſt tranſport of paſſion, 


d * o - 1 0 
nl before the deſtined victim had time to cool or deliberate on 
wy be ſubject. For this pernicious purpoſe, there was a band of 
1 profligate miſcreants, the refuſe of the clergy, dead to every 


ſentiment of virtue, abandoned to all ſenſe of decency and 
decorum, for the moſt part priſoners for debt or delinquen- 
ey, and indeed the very outcaſts of human ſociety, who 


hovered about the verge of the Fleet-priſon to intercept cuſ- 
tomers, plying like porters for employment, and performed 


hich te ceremony of marriage without licenſe or queſtion, in 
ge. cellars, garrets, or alehouſes, to the ſcandal of religion, and 
ught the diſgr ace of that order which they profeſſed. The caſe 

e to WM "th which this eccleſiaſtical ſanction was obtained, and 
1 the vicious diſpoſition of thoſe wretches, open to the 

\ de- N fafQtices of fraud and corruption, were productive of po- 


eyery curſe that could embitter the married ſtate. A re- 


dance of the Peers, in an appeal from an inferior tribunal, 
that Houſe ordered the judges to prepare a new bill for pre- 


chancellor of England. In order to anticipate the bad 
ies of clandeſtine matriages, this new ſtatute enacted, 
That the banns ſhould be regularly publiſhed, three ſuc- 
| DS : ceſhve 


ſgamy, indigence, conjugal infidelity, proſtitution, and 


narkable caſe of this nature having fallen under the cogni- 


renting ſuch abuſes; and one was accordingly framed, 
under the auſpices of Lord Hardwicke, at that time lord high 


rc n 


. 1 | in a publiek chapel , without having publiſhed the banns, or | 
444 _ 6btained a licenſe of ſome perſon properly qualified, the ſerv 
- 71738 marriage ſhould be void, and the perſon whe ſolemniſed it the. 


A | f | compor mentis, or beyone fea, the minor ſhould have recourſe 
£35 for relief to the contt'of Chancery: That no ſuit ſhould 
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1 Variety of debates; in which the membefs appeared to 


| $3 the fules of any politicat diſtinction: for ſome principal 

= fervants of the government freely differed in opinion fron 
„ the miniſter, who countenaneed the bill; while, on the 
Th |  bther hand, he was, on this occaſion, fupported by certain 


eit extraordinary eagerneſs and warmth. The prine 
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'Bo OK cefive Sundays, in che church of the pariſh where the par. 
Wl, ties dell * Fhat nolicenſe ſhould be granted to marry in 
575% any place, where one of the parties has not dwelt at leafl x 
 rfſonith, except a ſpecial licenfe by the Archbiſhop : That 

if any wirtlage ſhould'be ſolemniſed in any other place 

than a church or a chapel, without: a ſpecial licenſe, or 


franſported for ſeven years: That marriages, by licenſe, by 
Parties under age, without conſent of parent or guardian, 
ſhould'be nulf and void, unleſs the party under age be a 
widow, and the parent refuſing conſent a widow married 
again: That when the conſent of a mother or guardian is 
fefufed from caprice, or fuch parent or guardian be un 


be commenced to compel a celebration of marriage, upon 
preterice of any contract: That all marriages ſhould be 
- 7 before two wirneſſes, and an entry be made in 
a book kept for that purpoſe, whether it was by banns ot 

f cenſe, whether either of the parties was under age, or the 
marriage celebrated with the conſent of parent or guardian; 

and this entry to be figned by the miniſter, the partics, 

- and the witheſſes : That a falſe licenſe or certificate, or de- 
Kroying regiſter books, ſhould be deemed felony, either in 
principal or acceffary, and puniſhed with death. The bill 
when firſt conſidered in the Lower Houſe, gave riſe tos 


divided rather according to their real ſentiments, than by 


chiefs of the oppoſition, and the diſputes were maintainet 


pal objections imported, that ſuch reſtrictions on marriage 


© would — the ſpirit of love and a ; promote 
|  mercenal} 
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well as to the prejudice of poſterity and population; im- 
pede the circulation. af property, by preſerving the wealth 
i the kingdom among à kind of ariſtocracy of opulent 
families, ho would always intermarry within their own 
pale ; ſubject the poor to many inconveniencies, and extra- 
ordinary e 1 from the nature of the forms to be ob- 
ſerved; an 


had a right to difolye a vow ſolemnly made in the fight of 


dulging their mutual paſſions in an honourable manner, 


zard of their reputation. In a word they forcſaw a great 
ie of evils in the train of this bill, which have not 
yet been realiſed. On the other ſide, its advocates, en- 


went a great. number of alterations and amendments, which 
were not effected without violent conteſt and altercation. 
At length, however, it was floated through both Houſes 


harbour of 95 e N it is, the abuſe of 


„ -% 7 


London, Weſtminſter, and Briſtol, complaining of the 
enen Price depandrd and given for ſugars imported 
trom 


I 
©, 117 
.. 


would be tempted to gratify them by ſtealth, at the ba- 


on the tide of a great majority, and ſteered into the ſafe. 


AE, Won th by the fgarcrefiners and grocers of 
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mercenary "AY to the ruin, of domeſtick Were 24 as c A A r. 


wks 


EET 


throw an additional power into the hands = 
the chancellor. . They affirmed, that no hyman power 


heaven : and that, in proportion às the bill prevented 
clandeſtine marriages, it would encourage fornication and 
debauohery, inaſmuch as the parties, reſtrained from in- 


deavoured to refute theſe arguments, and ſome of them 
ſpoke with great ſtrength and preciſion. The bill under- 
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BOOK from Jamaica; defiring that the proprietors of land in 


taken into conſideration by a committee of the whole 


examined, they reſolved, That the peopling of Jamaica 
with white inhabitants, and cultivating the lands thereof, 
would be the moſt proper meaſure for ſecuring that iſland, 


force the cultivation of lands, in the manner that might 
beſt conduce to the ſecurity and defence of that iſland, had 
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Jamaica might be obliged to cultivate greater quantities gf 
ground for raiſing g ſugar canes, or that they (the petitioner) 
might have Kare to import muſcovado ſugars from other 
countries, when the price of thoſe imported from Jamaica 
ſhould exceed a certain rate. This remonſtrance wa, 


Houſe; and a great number of evidences and papers being 


and increafing the trade and navigation between it and 
Great-Britain, and other parts of his Majeſty's dominions: 
That the endeavours hitherto uſed by the legiſlature of Ja 
maica to increaſe the number of white inhabitants, and en. 


not been effectual for theſe purpoſes. The Houſe ordered lineal 
a bill to be founded on theſe reſolutions ; but this was the ir 
7 poſtponed, until the miniſtry ſhould receive more full in- ¶ nume 
formation touching the true ſtate of that iſland. The provi 
planters of Jamaica laboured under many grievances and iſh and e 
- hardſhips, from divers heavy impoſitions and reſtrictions; WM hung: 
and a detail of theſe was tranſmitted in a repreſentation to lv v 
his Majeſty, which was referred to the confideration of the if patro! 
commiſſioners of trade and plantations. The cauſe of the ¶ opinie 
planters was defended vigorouſly, and managed in the *que: 
Houſe of Commons by Alderman Beckford, a gentleman ind v 
of vaſt poſſeſſions in the ifland of Jamaica, who perfect) I lcent 
well underſtood, and ſtrenuouſly ſupported, the intereſt of BN and 
that his native country. ſition, 
$ XX VIII. Abortive alſo proved the attempt to eſtabliſh York, 

a law, for keeping an annual regiſter of marriages, births, i "alu 
deaths, the individuals who received alms, and the total bh n. 
. e of people in Great-Britain. A bill for this pur- that | 
poſe was preſented by Mr. Potter, a gentleman of pregnant houlc 
parts and ſpirited clocution, who, enumerating the adan-W ith « 
8 of ſuch a law, obſerved, that it would aſcertain the Veakr 


number 
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gumber of the people, and the collective ſtrength of the © H AP. 
nation 3 conſequently point out thoſe places where there is 3 | 
a defect or exceſs of population, and certainly determine 1, 35 
whether a general naturalization would be advantageous 
or prejudicial to the community; that it would decide what 
number of men might, on any ſudden emergency, be le- 
vied for the defence of the kingdom; and whether the na- 
tion is gainer or loſer by ſending its natives to ſettle, and 
our troops to defend diſtant colonies ; that it would be the 
means of eftabliſhing a local adminiſtration of civil govern- 
ment, or a police upon certain fixed principles, the want 
of which hath been long a reproach to the nation, a ſecuri- 
ty to vice, and an encouragement to idleneſs; that in ma- 
ny caſes, where all other evidence is wanting, it would 
enable ſuitors to recover their right in courts of juſtice, fa- 
cilitate an equal and equitable aſſeſſment in raiſing the 
preſent taxes, and laying future impoſitions; ſpecify the | 
lineal deſcents, relations, and alliances of families; lighten 4 
the intolerable burthens incurred by the publick, from in- —— 
numerable and abſurd regulations relating to the poor; 
provide for them by a more equal exertion of humanity, 
and effectually ſcreen them frem all riſque of periſhing by 
hunger, cold, cruelty, and oppreſſion. Whether ſuch a 
law would have anſwered the ſanguine expectations of its 
patron, we ſhall not pretend to determine; though, in our 
opinion, it muſt have been attended with very ſalutary con- 
kquences, particularly in reſtraining the hand of robbery 
and violence, in detecting fraud, bridling the ferocity of a 
leentious people, and eſtabliſhing a happy ſyſtem of order 
and ſubordination. At firſt the bill met with little oppo- 
ktion, except from Mr. Thornton, member for the city of 
York, who inveighed againſt it with great fervour, as a 
meaſure that ſavoured of French policy, to which the Eng- 
bh nation ever had the utmoſt averſion. He affirmed, 
that the method in which it was propoſed this regiſter , 
hould be kept would furniſh the enemies of Great-Britain 
vith continual opportunities of knowing the ſtrength or 
Weakneſs of the nation; that it would empower an ill- de- 

ET Oh ſigning 


38 HISTORY OF-ENGLAND. 


old dorm 
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BOOK ſigning miniſter to execute any ſcheme ſubverſive of pub. 
III. lick liberty, inveſt pariſh and petty officers of the peace with 
exorbitant powers, and coſt the nation above fifty thouſand 
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i | |; 8155 pounds a- year to carry the ſcheme into execution. Theſe the man 
oF ö arguments, which, we apprehend, are extremely frivolous poſited 1 
1 | and inconcluſive, had great weight with a conſiderable WWcent edi 
ITS number, who joined in the oppoſition, while the miniſtry Nerve t 
| 1 ſtood neutral. Nevertheleſs, after having undergone ſome Nary reſt: 
5 amendments, it was conveyed to the Lords, by whom it National 
5 [| was, at the fecond reading, thrown out, as a ſcheme of a ie ſeſſic 
48 very dangerous tendency. The legiſlature of Great-Britain Wmention! 
„ have, on ſome occaſions, been more ſtartled at the diſtant N late of fe 
ve i ſhadow of a bare poſhbility, than at the ens approach of reeting. 
„ the moſt dangerous innovation. (XX2 
#18 $ XXIX. From the uſual deliberations on civil and {Wlſcompat 


not ruff 
mular m 
undergo 


commercial concerns, the attention of the parliament, 
which had ſeldom or never turned upon literary avocations, 
was called off by an extraordinary ſubject of this nature, 


NN ee 
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propoſed, that theſe purchaſes ſhould be joined to the fa- 
mous Cottonian library, -and a ſuitable repoſitory provided 
for them and the king's library, which had long lain ne- 


hin? 8 
teſts , vip 


— 


. 1 : Sir Hans Sloane, the celebrated phyſician and naturaliſt, gredients 
44 well known through all the civiliſed countries of Europe excited, 
1 for his ample collection of rarities, culled from the animal, y incide 
114 vegetable, and mineral kingdoms, as well as of antiquities Ie the 

; 1 and curioſities: of art, had directed, in his laſt will, that poſed in 
„ this valuable muſeum, together with his numerous library, tle con 
TY ſhould be offered to the parliament, for the uſe of the pub- Neſerve a 
9 lick, in confideration of their paying a certain ſum, in com- onrey a 
1 penſation, to his heirs. His terms were embraced by the lhe begii 
178 Commons, who agreed to pay twenty thouſand pounds for yree, 1 
3h : G | the whole, ſuppoſed to be worth four times that ſum ; and { report, 
178 a bill was prepared for purchaſing this muſeum, together * 
F TH | with the Harleian collection of manuſcripts, ſo denominated . * 
„ from its founder, Robert Harley, Earl of Oxford, lord being + 
1 4 high treaſurer of E England, and now offered to the pub- gen 

; ; | lick by his daughter, the Ducheſs of Portland. It was a 
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governors, conſiſting of the moſt eminent perſons of the 
kingdom, were appointed, and regulations eſtabliſhed for 
the management of this noble muſeum, which was de- 
ted in Montagu-Houſe, one of the moſt magnifi- 
cent edifices in England, where it is ſubjected without 
reſerve to the view of the publick, under certain neceſ- 


rational taſte and liberality*. In the beginning of June 
the ſeflion of parliament was cloſed by his Majeſty, who 
mentioned nothing particular in his ſpeech, but that the 


meeting. „ | 
XXX. The genius of the Engliſh people is perhaps 


not ruffled by foreign provocations, or agitated by unpo- 


undergo temporary fermentations from the turbulent in- 
wredients inherent in its own conſtirution. Tumults are 
xcited, and factions kindled into rage and inveteracy, 


ure the metropolis of England was divided and diſcom- 
poſed in a ſurpriſing manner, by a diſpute in itſelf of ſo 
lttle conſequence to the community, that it could not 
leſerve a place in a general hiſtory, if it did not ſerve to 


be beginning of the year an obſcure damſel, of low 
tzree, whoſe name was Eliſabeth Canning, promulgated 


of 


| and five hundred and ſixteen manuſcripts, beſides a multitude of prints. 


ne aſeurn comprehended an infinite number of medals, coins, urns, 
We ſeals, cameos, intaglios, precious ſtones, veſſels of agate and jaſper, 


5, ſpars, foſſils, metals, minerals, ores, earths, ſands, falts, bitumens, 


lente nber, amibergriſe, tales, miræ, teſtacca, corals, ſponges, echini, 


teſts, yi b. | aines e 
3 ferpents, quadrupeds, inſects, human calculi, anatomical pre- 
ical info gums, roots, dried plants, pictures, drawings, and mathe- 


eas ments. All theſe articles, with a ſhort account of each, are 
becified in t) > | « 1 9 Fe ; * 
ty - eight volumes in ſolio, and eight in quarto. 


ary reſtrictions, and exhibits a glorious monument of 


fate of foreign affairs had ſuffered no alteration ſince their 
incompatible with a ſtate of perfect tranquillity : if it is 


lar meaſures of domeſtick adminiſtration, it will 


y incidents of the moſt frivolous nature. At this junc- 


(onvey a characteriſtick idea of the Engliſh nation. oP 
i report, which in a little time attracted the Attention 


.*The library of ir Hans Sloane conſiſted of aboxe fifty thouſand volumes, 
luding' about three hundred and fifry books of drawings, and three- 


*aſteriz, trochi, cruſtatia, ſtellæ marine, fiſhes, birds, eggs, and 
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14 dormitory at Weſtminſter. Accordingly, truſtees and CHAP. 
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BOOK of the publick. She affirmed, that on the firſt day of 


III. 


12753. 


night of the twenty-ninth of January. This ſtory, in 
probable and unſupported, operated ſo ſtrongly on thi 


to murther her ſhould ſhe make the leaſt noiſe ; that they 


Wells, where ſhe was pillaged of her ſtays; and, becauſe 


_ rants were granted for apprehending Wells, who kep 


Hall turned evidence for Canning, but afterwards re 
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the 
the new year, at night, ſhe was ſeiſed under Bedlam. WW i 


wall by two ruffians, who having ſtripped her of her up- 
per apparel, ſecured her mouth with a gag, and threatened an 


fou! 
00% 
able 
| gull 
ſhe refuſed to turn proſtitute, confined in a cold, damp, crit 
ſeparate, and unfurniſhed apartment; where ſhe remain- dali 
ed a whole month, without any other ſuſtenance than nd 
a few ſtale cruſts of bread, and about a gallon of water; great 
till at length ſhe forced her way through a window, andi dun 
ran home to her mother's houſe, almoſt naked, in thi vnd 
oppo 
made 
lhe A 


Ninec 


conveyed her on foot about ten miles, to a place called 
Endfield-waſh, and brought her to the houſe of one Mrs. 


paſſions of the people in the neighbourhood of Alderman 
bury, where Canning's mother lived, and particular. 
among fanaticks of all denominations, that they raiſeq ou. 
voluntary contributions, with ſurpriſing eagerneſs, ii add cr 
order to bring the ſuppoſed delinquents to juſtice. Wa mis 
Uvide 
nch a 
mp! 
Uthe 
ſeratie 


the houſe at Endfield-waſh, and her accomplices, thi 
ſervant-maid, whoſe name was Virtue Hall, and on 
Squires, an old gipſey-woman, which laſt was charge 
by Canning with having robbed her of her ſtays. Wells 
though acquitted of the felony, was puniſhed as a bawc 


canted. Squires, the gipſey, was convicted of the ro ut x. 


bery, though ſhe produced undoubted evidence to prove o 


that ſhe was at Abbotſbury in Dorſetſhire that very nige f 
in which the felony was ſaid to be committed, and Ca Mn, 


ning and her friends fell into divers contradictions dur" ik ., 


the courſe of the trial. By this time the prepoſſeſſic "ſort h. 


the common people in her favour had riſen to ſch . Ca 
pitch of enthuſiaſm, that the moſt palpable truth? hie 


appeared on the other fide had no other effect an tha erg 


of exaſperating them to the moſt dangerousyegee ON 0 take 


Squires 


rage and revenge. Some of the witneſſes / hong 
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nidated that they durft not enter the court; and thofe 
ho had reſolution enough to give evidence in her behalf, 
un the riſque of aſſaſſination from the vulgar that ſur- 


wunded the place. On this occaſion, Sir Criſp Gaf- 
med WM cojne, lord-mayor of London, behaved with that laud- 
Virs. die courage and humanity which ought ever to diſtin- 
-auſc WM fim the chief magiſtrate of ſuch a metropolis. Confi- 


&ring the improbability of the charge, the heat, par- 
ality, and blind enthufiaſm with which it was proſecuted, 
nd being convinced of the old woman's innocence by a 


wuntry by perſons of unqueſtionable credit, he, in con- 
in&ion with ſome other worthy citizens, reſolved to 


ne to the throne for mercy : the caſe was referred to 


ri our of Squires to the King and council ; and this poor 
WarSiWſhis affair was now ſwelled ys into ſuch a faction as 


ich as well as the poor, the high as well as the humble. 
id on mphlets and paſquinade: were publiſhed on both ſides 


ation in all aſſemblies, and people of all ranks eſpouſed 
x bande or other party with as much warmth and animoſity 
ds u had ever inflamed the Whigs and. Tories, even at the 


the rot rancorous period of their oppoſition. Subſcriptions 


eat number of affidavits, voluntarily ſent up from the 
poſe the torrent of vulgar prejudice, Application was 


be Attorney and Sollicitor-General, who, having exa- 
mined the evidences on both ſides, made their report in 


lnided the greater part of the ingdom, including the 


(the diſpute, which became the general topick of con- 


though perſons of unblemiſhed character, were fo i inti- CH AP. 
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— 
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dd creature was indulged with his Majeſty's pardon. _ 


to pro ere opened, and large ſums levied, on one ſide, to pro- 


ry nig ute for perjury the perſons on whoſe evidence the par- 
Wh2d been granted, On the other hand, thoſe who 
s dur" ial atereſted themſelves for the gipſey reſolved to ſup- 


ning, Bills of perjury were preferred on both 
1 Te evidences for Squires were tried and acquitted: 
an ta: fir ning abſconded; but afterwards ſurrendered 
gree take hertrial, and being after a long hearing found 
pity, was > "anſported to the Britiſh colonies. The 

| | zcal 


eiae 7 he witneſſes, and, if poſſible, detect the impoſture 


332 


BOOK 
III. 


On? did 
1757 


reception in New - England. 


the incident that principally diſtinguiſhed this year in 


Teturned privately to Scotland, in order (as it was reported) 
to recover a ſum of money belonging to the Pretender, 
| which had been embezzled by. his adherents in that coun 


ror and reſentment of the people, occaſioned * the 


HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 


zeal of her friends, hr. ſeemed to be inflamed 
by her conviction; and thoſe who carried on the pro- 
ſecution againſt her were inſulted, even to the dan. 
ger of their lives. They ſupplied her with neceſſaries 
of all ſorts, paid for her tranſportation in a private ſhip, 
where ſhe enjoyed all the comforts and conveniencies that 
could be afforded in that ſituation, and turniſhed her with 
ſuch recommendations as ſecured to her a very agrecabi 


$XXXI. Next to this very remarkable eranſaRion 


England, was the execution of Dr. Archibald Cameron, 
2 native of North-Britain, and brother to Cameron o 
Lochiel, chief of that numerous and warlike tribe, who 
had taken the field with the Prince-Pretender. After the 
battle of Culloden, where he was dangerouſly wounded, 
he found means to eſcape to the continent. His brother, 
the Doctor, had accompanied him in all his expeditions, 
though not in a military capacity, and was included with 
him in the act of attainger paſſed, againſt thoſe who hat 
heen concerned in the rebellion. Notwithſtanding the 
imminent danger attending ſuch an attempt, the Dodo 


try. Whatever may have been his inducement to reviliſ 
his native country under. ſuch : 2 predicament, certain it 15, 
he was diſcovered, apprehended, conducted to London 
confined in the Tower, examined by the privy- council 
and produced in the court of King' s-Bench, where þy 
identit y being proved by ſeveral witneſſes, he received #1 
tence of death, and was executed at Tyburn. Th) te 


rebellion, having by this time ſubſided, thei/uman 
paſſions did not fail to operate in favour of this urortunate 
gentleman: their pity was mingled with eſteM» ariſing 
from his perſonal charaQter, which was. alto-ther unble- 
miſhed, and his deportment on this ares which they 


could not help admiring, as the ſtandar f manly forti- 


lamed ade and decorum. The populace, though not very 
e Hod ject to tender emotions, were moved to compafhon and 
Gan. ben to tears, by his behaviour at the place of execution; 


ſſaries ind many ſincere well-wiſhers to the preſent eſtabliſnment 


hip, tought that the ſacrifice of this victim, at ſuch a junc- 
5 that ute, eould not redound either to its honour or ſecurity. 


wü $ XxXII. The turbulent ſpirit, which is never 


ccable tally extinguiſhed in this iſland; manifeſted itſelf in 

fndry tumults that broke out in different parts of South- 
Tian, Britain. The price of proviſion, and bread in particular, 
ear ug being raiſed to an exorbitant rate, in conſequence of an 
neton g 4rd exportation of corn, for the ſake of the bounty, a 
ron ag formidable body of colliers and other labouring people 


» Who raiſed an inſurrection at Briſtol, began to plunder the 


ter the 
inded, 
other, 
itions, 
d with 
0 hat 
1g the 
Docto 
orted) 
endet, 
coun 
reviſit 
1 it is, 


d 
0 4 ound abſolutely neceſſary to maintain the 1 8 of the 
uncl | 


Ri hs kingdom. | 
iſo XXXIII. The tranquillity of the continent was not 
t 


corn-veſfels in the harbour, and commit ſuch outrages in 
the city, that the magiſtrates were obliged to have recourſe 
to the military power. A troop of dragoons were ſent to 


not without ſome bloodſhed. Commotions of the ſame 
kind were excited in Yorkſhire, Mancheſter, and ſeveral 
other places in the northern counties. At Leeds, a de- 


were killed on the ſpot; and, indeed, fo little care had 
been taken to reſtrain the licentious inſolence of the vul- 
gar by proper laws and regulations, duly executed under 


er. angered by any new conteſt or diſturbance : yet the 


the beach between the clergy and the parliament of Paris 
Was every day more and more widened, and the people 


nane 
nate were pretty equally divided between ſuperſtition and a re- 


iſing dard for civil liberty. The parliament having cauſed 


"les divers eccleſiaſticks to be apprehended, for having refuſed 


they to adminiſter the ſacraments to perſons in extremity, who 
orti- ow to ſubſcribe to the bull- Unigenitus, all of them 


tude dcclared 


their aſſiſtance, and the inſurgents were quelled, though 
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tachment of the King's troops were obliged in their wm 
defence to fire upon the rioters, eight or nine of whom 


the eye of civil magiſtracy, that a military power was 
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B O O k declared they acted according to the direction of the Arch. 
| biſhop of Paris. Application being made to this hayghty 


III. 


22 


753. 


until their ſovereign ordered them to deſiſt. Then they 
of their privileges, and the duty of their ſtation, which 


mean time, they continued to perform their function, 
and even commenced a proſecution againſt the Biſhop of 


more tractable than their brethren. They forthwith re- 


HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 
of the 
gens C 
loudeſ 
reſent 
witho! 
ample 
Rouen 
nebel 
to ap 


obliged them to do juſtice on all delinquents. In the * 


prelate, he treated the deputies of the parliament with the 
moſt ſupercilious contempt, and even ſeemed to brave the 
power and authority of that body. They, on the other 
hand, proceeded to take eognizance of the recuſant clergy, 


preſented remonſtrances to his Majeſty, reminding him 


yer, 


| | . | 3 minif 
Orleans, whom they ſummoned to attend their tribunal, te K 


Next day they received from Verſailles a lettre de cachet, 
accompanied by letters-patent, commanding them to ſul- 
pend all proſecutions relating to the refuſal of the ſacra- ¶ ¶ cou 
ments; and ordering the letters- patent to be regiſtered, 12 
Inſtead of obeying theſe commands, they preſented new | 
remonſtrances, for anſwers to which they were reterred to _.. 
the King's former declarations. In conſequence of this He! 
intimation, they had ſpirit enough to reſolve, © That, WW 
<< whereas certain evil-minded perſons had prevented truth ad 


ling 
and te 


from reaching the throne, the chambers remained ure 
e aſſembled, and all other buſineſs ſhould be ſuſpended.” 
The affair was now become very ſerious. His Majeſty, lelaf 


mon 


by freſh letters-patent, renewed his orders, and command- At 
ed them to proceed with their ordinary buſineſs, on pain NN 
of incurring his diſpleaſure. They forthwith came to te 
another reſolution, importing, that they could not obe) Um 
this injunction without a breach of their duty and their Hud 


bath. Next day lettres de cachet were iſſued, baniſhing to bun 
different parts of the kingdom all the members, except Witt | 


thoſe of the great chamber, which the court did not find N 
dug 
ſolved to abide by the two reſolutions mentioned above; u 
and, as an inſtance of their unſhaken fortitude, ordered an Vas 
eccleſiaſtick to be taken into cuſtody for refuſing the ſacra- Wh 


ments. This ſpirited meaſure involved them in the „ 
| | of | 


2G 8/0 0 N 0 


ch. tens of which did not fail to extol their conduct with the 


ghty budeſt encomiums, and at the ſame time to expreſs their 


\ the reſentment againſt the clergy, who could not ſtir abroad 
ts. without being expoſed to violence or inſult. | 'The ex- 
eL 


; ample of the parliament. of Paris was followed by that of 
"5) BM Roven, which had courage enough to iſſue orders for ap- 


him 
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n the 
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to appear when ſummoned to their tribunal. Their de- 
rees on this occaſion being annulled by the King's council 
of ſtate, they preſented a bold remonſtrance, which, how- 
wer, had no other effect than that of exaſperating the 
nitiſtry. A grand deputation being ordered to attend 
the King, they were commanded to deſiſt from intermed- 


and to regiſter this injunction. At their return they had 
recourſe to a new remonſtrance ; and one of their princi- 
al counſellors, who had ſpoken freely in the debate on 
this ſubject, was arreſted by a party of dragoons, who 
oppoſition to eceleſiaſtical tyranny; and, had they not been 


ave taken up arms in defence of their liberties; while the 


keluſions; and, ſecure in his military appointments, ſeem- 
to ſet the reſt of his ſubjeQs at defiance. Apprehenſive, 


he adminiſtration of juſtice, he, by letters-patent, eſta- 
liſhed a royal. chamber for the proſecution of ſuits civil 


irmed in the Queen's chapel at the Louvre, where all 


xcept te members aſſiſted. On this occaſion another difficulty 


ind | . 66 
f Keurred” The letters- patent conſtituting this new court 


wght to have been regiſtered. by the parliament, which 
now no more. To remedy this defe&, application 
s made to the inferior courts of the Chatelet; which 
tluſing to regiſter them, one of its members was commit- 


ted 


they mhending the Biſhop of Evreux, becauſe he had refuſed 


ding in diſputes relating to the refuſal of the ſacraments, 


(carried him priſoner to the caſtle of Dourlens. In a word, 
the body of the people declared for the parliament, in 


gerawed by a formidable ſtanding army, would certainly 


nonarch weakly ſuffered himſelf to be governed by prieſtly 
never, that theſe diſputes would put an entire ſtop to 


ad criminal, which was opened with a ſolemn maſs per- 


the reſt; for they were alſo: exiled from Paris, the citi- C H A p. 
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had, after mature deliberation, thought proper to retire. 


againſt the general voice of his people, and the 1 
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by this exertion of deſpotick power, they allowed the 
' King's officers to enter the letters in their regiſter ; but 
afterwards adopted more vigorous reſolutions. The lieu. 
tenant civil appearing in their court, all the counſellors po 
roſe up and retired, leaving him alone, and on the table a4 
an arret, importing, That whereas the confinement of 
one of their members, the perſecution of another, wht 
durſt not appear, and the preſent calamities of the nation, 
gave. them juſt apprehenſion for their own perſons, they 


Thus a dangerous ferment was excited by the King's e- 
pouſing the cauſe of ſpiritual inſolence and oppreſſion 


dictates of reaſon and common ſenſe. 


-  XXXIV. The property of Eaſt Frieſeland continued der 
Aill to be the ſource of contention between the Electors ol if 
Brandenburgh and Hanover. The intereſts of his Britan- th 

nick Majeſty being powerfully ſupported by the houſe o Mo 
Auſtria, the miniſter of that power at the diet propoſed of t 
that the affair ſhould be taken intoimmediate conſideration- of 
He was ſeconded by the miniſter of Branſwick ; but the Au 
envoy from Brandenburgh having proteſted in form again 0 
this procedure, withdrew from the affembly, and the rop: 
Brunfwick miniſter made a counter proteſtation, afteſ inte 
which he alſo retired. Then a motion being made, tha terr 
this diſpute ſhould be referred to the deciſion of the Avl1ciM ripe 
council at Vienna, it was carried in the affirmative by WM Brit 
majority of fourteen voices. His Pruſſian Majeſty's fia We 
declaration with regard to this affair was afterwards pre WW poir 
" ſented to the diet, and anſwered in the ſequel by a memo; the 
rial from his Britannick Majeſty as Elector of Hanover WW boy! 
Some other petty diſputes likewiſe happened between a [8 
regency of Hanover, and the oity of Munſter ; and ti miſſ 
former claiming ſome bailiwicks in the territories of Be the 
men, ſequeſtered certain revenues belonging to this cit WW te 
in Stade and Ferden, till theſe claims ſhould be ſatisfied. dach 
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ated | FXXXV. The court of Vienna having dropped for the 0 n A p. 


the preſent the ſcheme of electing a king of the Romans, con- 
but lM cluded a very extraordinary treaty with the Duke of Mo- 
lieu. dena, ſtipulating, that his ſerene highneſs ſhould be ap- 


lors pointed perpetual governor of the duchy of Milan, with | 


table a falary of ninety thouſand florins, on condition that he 
nt of ſhould maintain a body of four thouſand men, to be at the 
who diſpoſal of the Empreſs-Queen ; that her Imperial Majeſty 
tion, Wl ſhould have a right to place garriſons in the citadels ot 
ther Mirandola and Reggio, as well as in the caſtle of Maſſa- 
-etire. WW Carrara : that the Archduke Peter Leopold, third ſon of 
gs of their Imperial Majeſties, ſhould eſpouſe the daughter of 
eſſion the Hereditary Prince of Modena by the heireſs of Maſſa- 
aineſt Carrara; and, in caſe of her dying without heirs male, 
be eſtates of that houſe and the duchy of Mirandola ſhould 
1nued i derolve to the Archduke ; but in caſe of her having male 
tors oO iſſue, that ſhe ſhould enjoy the principality of Fermia, and 


rican-W other poſſeſſions in Hungary, claimed by the Duke of 
"ul o Modena, for her fortune: finally, that on the extinction 


opoſedſi of the male branch of the houſe of Efte, all the dominions 


ration of the Duke of Modena ſhould devolve to the houſe of 


ut th Auſtria. | | 


1cain FXXXVI. While the powers on the continent of Eu- 
nd the wpe were thus employed in ſtrengthening their reſpective 


, alter intereſts, and concerting meaſures for preventing any in- 
e, that terruption of the general tranquillity, matters were faſt 
Avlic i ripening to a freſh rupture between the ſubjects of Great- 
e by britain and France, in different parts of North-America. 
's finaſßg We have already obſerved that commiſſaries had been ap- 


ds pre I pointed, and conferences opened at Paris, to determine 


memo the diſputes between the two crowns, relating to the 
andrer boundaries of Nova-Scotia ; and we took notice in general 


a J ak the little arts of evaſion practiſed by the French com- 
and the 


of Bre 


11s city 


isfied ſuch perſeverance, that the negociation proved abortive, 
XxX the conferences broke up, and every thing ſeemed to por- 


Vol. III. Ss Z tend 


miſſaries, to darken and perplex the diſpute, and elude 
the pretenſions of his Britannick Majeſty. They per- 
iſted in employing theſe arts of chicanery and cavil with 
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runners of the war, we will endeavour to convey a juſt 


utmoſt importance to the intereſt of Great-Britain. 
lies between the forty-fourth and fiftieth degrees of north 
latitude, having New-England and the Atlantick ocean 
to the ſouth and ſouth-weſt, and the river and gulf of St. 
which continues near ſeven months in this country, is in- 
that can be called ſpring, it is immediately ſucceeded by a 
ok no long continuance. The ſoil in general is thin and 
a perpetual fog, even after the ſummer has commenced. 


It was firſt poſſeſſed by the French, before they made any 
eſtabliſhment in Canada ; who, by dint of induſtry and in- 


of this ſettlement, ſubſiſted tolerably well, and increaſed 


country, by the poſſeſſion of which an enemy would be 


both to their fiſhery and their ſugar iſlands, has frequently 
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a detail of the incidents which were the immediate fore- 


idea of the diſpute concerning Nova- Scotia; which, we 
apprehend, is but imperfe&ly underſtood, though of the 


$ XXX VII. Nova-Scotia, called by the French Acadia, 


Laurence to the north and north-eaſt. The winter, 
tenſely cold; and, without the intervention of any thing 
ſummer, the heat of which is almoſt inſupportable, but 


barren, though ſome parts of it are ſaid to be equal to the 
beſt land in England. The whole country is covered with 


defatigable perſeverance, in ſtruggling with the many 
difficulties they neceſſarily laboured under in the infancy 


conſiderably, with very little aſſiſtance from Europe; 
whilſt we even now ſhould loſe the immenſe expenſe we 
have already been at to ſettle a colony there, and ſhould 
ſee all our endeavours to that end defeated, if the ſupport 
of the royal hand was withdrawn but for a moment. This 


enabled greatly to annoy all our other colonies, and, if in 
the hands of the French, would be of fingular ſervice 


changed hands from the French to the Engliſh, and from 


l 
the Engliſh back again to the French, till our right to it * 
was finally ſettled by the twelfth article of the treaty ol bin 
Utrecht, by which all the country included within tbe . 's 
ancient limits of what was called Nova-Scotia, or Acadia, 


It 
was WM late 


n — 5 


yas ceded to the Engliſh. This article was confirmed C H a p. 
by the treaty of Aix-la-Chapelle ; but for want of a II. 
certaining diſtinctly what were the bounds intended to be mr 
hxed by the two nations with reſpe& to this province, e 
liſputes aroſe, and commiſſaries, as we have obſerved, 

ſere appointed by both ſides, to adjuſt the litigation. 

(XXX VIII. The commiſſaries of the King of Great- 

britain conformed themſelves to the rule laid down by the 

reaty itſelf, and aſſigned thoſe as the ancient limits of this 

ountry which had always paſſed as ſuch, from the very 

arieſt time of any certainty, down to the concluſion of 

the treaty 3 which the two crowns had frequently declared 

tobe ſuch, and which the French had often admitted 

nd allowed. Theſe limits are, the ſouthern bank of the 

mer St. Laurence to the north, and Pentagoet to the 

weſt: the country ſituated between theſe boundaries is 

lat which the French received by the treaty of St, Ger- 

man's, in the year one thouſand fix hundred and thirty- 

Io, under the general name of Acadia. Of this coun- 


12 ly, thus limited, they continued in poſſeſſion from that 
c a ſetod to the year one thouſand fix hundred and ſixty-four, 
. men a deſcent was made upon it, under the command of 


llnel Sedgwick. That theſe were then the undiſputed 
mits of Acadia his Britannick Majeſty's commiſſaries 


** Panly proved, by a letter of Louis XIII. to the Sieurs . 
+ ould Warniſay and La Tour, regulating their juriſdictions in 
e dia 3 by the ſubſequent commiſſions of the French 


lng to the ſame perſons, as governours of Acadia, in 
the ſequel ; and by that which was afterwards granted to 
le Sieur Denys, in the year one thouſand fix hundred 
nd fifty-four ; all of which extend the hounds of this 
buntry from the river St. Laurence to Pentagoet and 
en. England. That theſe were the notions of the French 
h reſpect to the ancient limits of this province was 


ay of i," confirmed by the demand made by their ambaſſa- 
in the n the courſe of that ſame year, for the reſtitution of 
cadia, & forts Pentagoet, St. John's, and Port-Royal, as forts 


vas d in Acadia. In the year one thoufand fix hundred 
2 1 5 and 
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haſſador at the court of London, complaining of {01 


Laurence, to St. George's iſland: and again, in au 


in which claim, and in the manner of fupporting it, he 


after ſome diſcuſſion, agreed to the above-mentione 


| hundred and eighty-ſeven, was alſo clearly manifeſted, 1 


ſituated in Acadia, as reſtored to France by the treat? | 
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the country of Acadia, which had been left undecided by] 
the treaty of Weſtminſter, the French ambaſſador, then 
at the court of London, aſſigned Pentagoet as the weſtern, 
and the river St. Laurence as the northern boundary of 
that country; and alledged the reſtitution of Acadia in the 
year one thouſand fix hunded and thirty-two, and the 
poſſeſſion taken by France in conſequence thereof, as well 
as the continuation of that poſſeſſion, with the ſame limits 
to the year one thouſand ſix hundred and fifty-four, 2 
proofs of the equity and validity of the claim he then made; 


was particularly approved of by the court of France 
The ſame court afterwards thought it ſo clear, upon formet 
determinations, and her own former poſſeſſions, that the 
true ancient boundaries of Acadia were Pentagoet to tl 
weſt, and the river St. Laurence to the north, that ſhi 
defired no ſpecification of limits in the treaty of Breda, buf 
was contented with the reſtitution of Acadia, generall 
named: and, upon a difpute which aroſe in the execution 
of this treaty, France re-afſerted, and Great-Britain 


limits of Acadia; and France obtained poſſeſſion of th: 
country, ſo bounded, under the treaty of Breda. T 
fenſe of France upon this ſu bject, in the years one tho! 
ſand fix hundred and eighty-five, and one thouſand ff 


the memorials delivered at that time by the French an 


encroachments made by the Engliſn upon the coaſt ( 
Acadia : he deſcribed the country as extending from if 
Pergee, which lies at the entrance of the river 9 
quent complaint, made by Monſ. Barillon and Monl. « 
Bonrepaus to the court of Great-Britain, againſt th 
judge of Pemaquid, for having ſeiſed the effects of 
French merchant at Pentagoet, which, ſaid they, 


Bre 
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ce to Breda, To explain the ſenſe of France, touching the c HA p. 


ed by bounds of Acadia in the year one thouſand ſeven hundred, II. 

then WW the Britiſh commiſſaries produced a propoſal of the French \,, 53. 

ſtern, WW ambaſſador, then reſiding in Great-Britain, to reſtrain 

ary of the limits of that country to the river St. George. They | 
in thei ao inftanced the ſurrender of Port-Royal in the year one | 
nd tne thouſand ſeven hundred and ten, in which Acadia is de- 1 
as well cribed with the ſame limits with which France had re- 

limits ceived it in the years one thouſand fix hundred and thirty- 
ur, ao, and one thouſand fix hundred and fixty-ſeven- | 
made And further to aſcertain the ſenſe of both crowns, even [| 
it, r the treaty of Utrecht itſelf, they produced the Queen of | - Þ 
'rance Wil Great-Britain's inſtructions to her ambaſſadors in the year þ 
forme one thouſand ſeven hundred and eleven, in which they [ 
hat th were directed to inſiſt, „That his Moſt Chriſtian Ma- | 
t to t jeſty ſhould quit all claim or title, by virtue of any || 
that H former treaty, or otherwiſe, to the country called i: 
oda, bu Nova-Scotia, and expreſsly to Port-Royal, otherwiſe þ | 
eneril il® Annapolis-Royal.” To theſe they added a manifeſt de- In 
:ecutiot nonſtration, founded on indiſputable facts, proving, || 
Britain dat the recital of the ſeveral forts of right which France | 
nt ion ited ever pretended to this country, and the ſpecification 

of tha both terms, Acadia, or Nova-Scotia, were intended by 

a. LI breat-Britain to obviate all doubts which had ever been 

ne tho rade concerning the limits of Acadia and to comprehend 

ſand f vim more certainty all that country which France had 
eſted, Meer received as ſuch : finally, to ſpecify what France 

nch angengdered as Acadia, during the treaty they referred to 

of fonte offers of that crown in the year one thouſand ſeven 

: coal ( Iundred and twelve, in which ſhe propoſed to reſtrain the ö 
from ; bundary of Acadia to the river St. George, as a depar- : 
river te from its real boundary, in caſe Great-Britain would | 
. 5 fore to her the poſſeſſion of that country. From all | 
Mont. e | 


lele facts it plainly appears, that Great-Britain demanded [| 
thing but what the fair conſtruction of the words of the i #2 
aty of Utrecht neceſſarily implies ; and that it is impoſ- 
le for any thing to have more evident marks of candour | — 
ud fairneſs in it, than the demand of the Engliſh on this 
b occaſion, 
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France claimed, and received in one thouſand ſix hundred 


claims as Acadia, reſtored to France by the treaty of 
thoſe which were aſſigned to it from the year one thouſand] 


engaged to transfer that very ſame country, as Acadia, 
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port of this claim, it evidently reſults, that the Englif 
commiſſaries aſſigned no limits as the ancient limits gf 
Acadia, but thoſe which France herſelf determined to he 
ſuch 1n the year one thouſand fix hundred and thirty-two; 
and which he poſſeſſed, in conſequence of that determi. 
nation, till the year one thouſand fix hundred and fifty 
four; that in one thouſand fix hundred and fixty-tw 


and fixty-nine, the country which Great-Britain nov 


Breda, under that general denomination : that Franc: 
never conſidered Acadia as having any other limits than 


fix hundred and thirty-two, to the year one thouſand ſeven 
hundred and ten ; and that, by the treaty of Utrecht, ſhe 


which France has always aſſerted and poſſeſſed, and Great: do, 
Britain now claims, as ſuch. Should the crown of WW Ne 
France, therefore, be ever willing to decide what are thc me 
ancient limits of Acadia, by her own declarations ſo fre- be 
_ quently made in like diſcuſſions upon the ſame point, by WW m1 
her poſſeſſions of this country for almoſt a century, and Fr 
by her deſcription of Acadia, during the negociation of ot 
that very treaty upon which this doubt is raiſed, . ſne can- in 
not but admit the claim of Great-Britain to be conform- of 
able to the treaty of Utrecht, and to the deſcription of ": 
the country transferred to Great-Britain by the twelith th 
article of that treaty. There is a conſiſtency in the clam ta 
of the Engliſh, and a completeneſs in the evidence hrougit af 
in ſupport of it, which is ſeldom ſeen in diſcuſſions of F. 
this fort; for it rarely happens, in diſputes of ſuch W 
nature between two crowns, that either of them can ſately tl 
offer to have its pretenſions decided by the known and res q 
peated declarations, or the poſſeſſions of the other. To U 
anſwer the force of this detail of conciufive hiſtorical 7 d 
| e 


and to give a new turn to the real queſtion in diſpute, 


, . » * * 0 . as a 
French commiſſaries, in their memorial, laid it downs“ 
| aiſtinction 
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1 ſup diſtinction made by the treaty of Utrecht, that the ancient H a p. 
"nel: WW limits of Acadia, referred to by that treaty, are different II. 
nits of from any with which that country may have paſſed under * 
d to be the treaties of St. Germain's and Breda; and then endea- FO 
„two; vourcd to ſhow, upon the teſtimonies of maps and hiſto- 
termi- MY rians, that Acadia and its limits were anciently confined to 
d fifty. che ſouth-caſtern part of the peninſula. In ſupport of this 
ty-two i iyſtem, the French commiſſaries had recourſe to ancient 
undred maps and hiſtorians, who, as they aſſerted, had ever con- 
1 no Wi fined Acadia to the limits they aſſigned. They alledged, 
eaty of WH that thoſe commiſſions of the French government over 
France Acadia, which the Engliſh cited as evidences of the limits 
ts than they claimed, were given as commiſſions over Acadia and 
ouſand WF the country around it, and not over Acadia only: that 
1 ſeven the whole of the country claimed by the Engliſh as Acadia 
ht, ſhe could not poſſibly be ſuppoſed ever to be conſidered as ſuch, 
\cadia, WW becauſe many parts of that territory always did, and ſtill 
Great- do, preſerve particular and diſtin names. They affirmed 
vn of New France to be a province in itſelf ; and argued, that 
rc the many parts of what we claim as Acadia can never have 
ſo fre- been in Acadia, becauſe hiſtorians and the French com- 
it, by miſſions of government expreſsly place them in New 
„ and France. They aſſerted, that no evidence can be drawn 
tion of of the opinion of any crown, with reſpe& to the limits of 
e can- any country, from its declaration during the negociation 
Worm: of a treaty; and, in the end, relying upon maps and hiſto- 
ion of 71ans for the ancient limits of Acadia, they pretended that 
wellth the expreſs reſtitution of St. Germain's, and the poſſeſſion 
claim taken by France in conſequence of the treaty of Breda, 
rought aſter a long diſcuſſion of the limits, and the declaration of 
ns of France during the negociation of the treaty of Utrecht, 
ſuch a were foreign to the point in queſtion. In refutation of 
ſafe WW theſe maxims, the Engliſh commiſſaries proved, from an 
ad re- examination of the maps and hiſtorians cited by the French 
10 in ſupport of their ſyſtem, that if this queſtion was to be 
facts, decided upon the authorities which they themſelves allow- 
, the ed to belong, and to be applicable, to this diſcuſſion, the 


4 15 a limits which they aſſigned were utterly inconſiſtent with 
9 wow eternity = 
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BOO k the beſt maps of all countries, which are authorities in 
III. point for almoſt every part of the claim of Great-Britain. 
They ſnowed, that the French hiſtorians, Champlain and 
Denys, and particularly this laſt, with his commiſſion 
in the year one thouſand fix hundred and fifty- five, aſſign- (I. 


1753. 


ed the ſame northern and weſtern limits to Acadia which Ri 
they did ; and that Eſcarbot, another of their hiſtorians, thi 
as far as any evidence can be drawn from his writings, au 
agrees entirely with the tormer two. They obſerved, Her 


that all theſe evidences fall in with and confirm the better 
authorities of treaties, and the ſeveral tranſactions be- 
tween the two crowns for near a century paſt; and that 
the French commiſſaries, by deviating from treaties, and 
the late proceedings of the two crowns, to ancient hiſto- 
rians and maps, only made a tranſition from an authen- 
tick to an inſufficient ſort of evidence; and led the Engliſh 
commiſſaries into an enquiry, which proved, that both 
the proper and the improper, the regular and the foreign 
evidence, upon which this matter had been reſted, 
equally confuted the limits alledged by the French com- 
miſſaries as the ancient limits of Acadia. 


CHAP. 
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and HN P. III. 
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1gn- (I. Ambitious ſchemes of the French in North-America. & II. 
hich Riſe and conduct of the Ohio company. & III. Letter from 
ans, the governor of Virginia to the French commander at Riviere- 
ngs, au-Beuf. HIV. Perfidious practices of the French in Nova- 
ved, Scatia, N V. Major Laurence defeats the French neutrals. 
etter VI. Britiſh ambaſſador at Paris amuſed with general pro- 

« bes miſes., NS VII. Sęſſion opened. N VIII. Supplies granted. 
that IX. Repeal of the act for naturalizing Jews. X. 
and Motion for repealing a former act favourable to the Jews. 
uſto⸗ XI. Eaſt- India mutiny bill. & XII. Caſe of Le—— 
hen- XIII. Sion cloſed. $ XIV. Death of Mr. Pelham. 
gliſh Lhange in the minifiry. & XV. New parliament aſſembled 
both and prorogued. { XVI. Diſputes in the Iriſh parliament. 
eign XVII. Tranſactions in the Eaſt- Indies. & XVIII. Ae— 

ſted, count of the Engliſh ſettlements on the Malabar and Coroman- 

OG del coaſts. & XIX. Diſpute about the government of Arcot. 

XX. Mahommed Ali Khan ſupported by the Engliſh. 
XXI. Mr. Clive takes Arcot. & XXII. And defeats 

the enemy in the plains of Arani, and at Koveripauk. 
XXIII. He reduces three forts, and takes M. d' Anteuil. 

(XXIV. Chunda Saib taken and put to death, and his 
army routed. $ XXV. Convention between the Eaft- India 

companies of England and France. & XXVI. General 
new of the Britiſh colonies in North-America. & XXVII. 

New- England and New-York. $ XXVIII. MNew- 

Jerſey. & XXIX. Pennſylvania. $ XXX. Maryland. 
| XXXI. Virginia. & XXXII. The two Carolinas. 

XXXIII. Georgia. $ XXXIV. The French ſurpriſe 

Logs-Tozn, on the Ohio. $ XXXV. Conference with the 
Indians at Albany. & XXXVI. Colonel Waſhington de- 
futed and taken by the French on the Ohio. & XXXVII. 
Diviſons among the Britiſh colonies. & XXXVIII. 
The Hereditary Prince of Heſſe Caſſel profeſſes the Roman 

Lothalick religion, $ XXXIX. Parliament of Paris 


recalled 
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B OO K recalled from exile. & XL. Affairs of Spain and Portugal. 
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river St. Laurence. By theſe means they hoped to ex- 
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$ XLI. Seſſion opened. {\ XLIIL Supplies granted. 
XLIII. Bill in behalf of Chelſea penſioners. N XLIV, 


Oxfordſhire Fleftion. $ XLV. Meſſage from the King to 


the Flouſe of Commons. N\ XLVI. Court of Verſailles 
amuſes the Engliſh miniſtry. & XL VII Seffion cloſed. 


$1. HILE the Britiſh miniſtry depended upon the 
N ſucceſs of the conferences between the com- 
miſſaries of the two crowns at Paris, the French were 


actually employed in executing their plans of encroach- 


ment upon the Britiſh colonies in North-America. Their 
ſcheme was to engroſs the whole fur-trade of that conti 
nent; and they had already made great progreſs in extend- 
ing a chain of forts, connecting their ſettlements on the 
river Miſſiſſippi with their poſſeſſions in Canada, along the 
great lakes of Erie and Ontario, which laſt iſſues into the 


clude the Engliſh from all communication and traffick 
with the Indian nations, even thoſe that lay contiguous to 
the Britiſh ſettlements, and confine them within a line of 
their drawing, beyond which they ſhould neither extend 
their trade nor plantations. Their commercial ſpirit did 
not keep pace with the gigantick ſtrides of their ambition: 
they could not ſupply all thoſe Indians with the neceſſa- 


ries they wanted, fo that many of the natives had recourſe} 


to the Engliſh ſettlements ; and this commerce produced a 
connexion, in conſequence of which the Britiſh adven- 


turers ventured to travel with merchandiſe as far as the 


banks of the river Ohio, that runs into the Miſſiſſippi, 4 


great way on the other fide of the Apalachian mountains, 


beyond which none of our coloniſts had ever attempted to 


penetrate. The tract of country lying along the Ohio is 
ſo fertile, pleaſant, and inviting, and the Indians, called 


Twightees, who inhabit thoſe delightful plains, were '0 


well diſpoſed towards a cloſe alliance with the Engliſh, 


that, as far back as the year one thouſand ſeven hundred 


and ſixteen, Mr. Spotſwood, governor of Virginia, Pre, 


poſed 
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gal. poſed a plan for erecting a company to ſettle ſuch lands HAP. 
anted. upon this river as ſhould be ceded to them by treaty with III. | 
LIV. the natives; but the deſign was at that time fruſtrated, * 
ing to partly by the indolence andtimidity of the Britiſh miniſtry, 
ſaille who were afraid of giving umbrage to the French, and | 
d. partly by the jealouſies and diviſions ſubſiſting between * 
the different colonies of Great-Britain. The very ſame þ 
n the circumſtances encouraged the French to proceed in their | | 
com- project of invaſion. At length they penetrated from the 4-4 
| were banks-of the river St. Laurence, acroſs lake Champlain, | 
roach- and upon the territory of New York built with impunity, | 
Their and, indeed, without oppoſition, the fort of Crown Point, — 0 
cont!- the moſt inſolent and dangerous encroachment that they | 
xtend- had hitherto carried into execution. ö 
on the II. Governor Spotſwood's ſcheme for an Ohio compa- ö 
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ny was revived immediately after the peace of Aix-la-Cha- | 
pelle, when certain merchants of London, who traded to 4 
Maryland and Virginia, petitioned the government on I's 
this ſubject, and were indulged not only with a grant of a 
great tract of ground to the ſouthward of Pennſylvania, 
which they promiſed to ſettle ; but alſo with an excluſive 


— —— — 
. 


extend privilege of trading with the Indians on the banks of the 
rit did river Ohio. This deſign no ſooner tranſpired, than the 
dition: French governor of Canada took the alarm, and wrote let- 
eceſſa- ters to the governors of New- Vork and Pennſylvania, 
ecourſe Wl giving them to underſtand, that as the Engliſh inland 


luced a 
adven- 
as the 
ippi, 4 
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pted to 
Ohio 15 
called 
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Ingliſh, 
undred] 
2, pro- 


poſed | 


traders had encroached on the French territories and pri- 
vileges, by trading with the Indians under the protection 
of his ſovereign, he would ſeize them wherever they could 
be found, if they did not immediately deſiſt from that 
Illicit practice. No regard being paid to this intimation, | | 
he next year cauſed three Britiſh traders to be arreſted. | 
Their effects were confiſcated, and they themſelves con- 1 
veyed to Quebeck, from whence they were ſent priſoners to +l 
Rochelle in France, and there detained in confinement. 4 
In this ſituation they preſented a remonſtrance to the Earl _ 
of Albermorle, at that time Engliſh ambaſſador in Paris, 
and he claiming them as Britiſh ſubjects, they were ſet at 
liberty, 
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B 0 o Kk liberty. Although, in anſwer to his lordſhip's memorial, 


| Il, 


my md. 
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hoſtilities againſt the Engliſh, and actually built forts on 


the court of Verſailles promiſed to tranſmit orders to the 
French governors in America to uſe all their endeayou;; 
for preventing any diſputes that might have a tendency to 


alter the good correſpondence eſtabliſhed between the two 


nations; in all probability the directions given were ſeem- 
ingly the very reverſe of theſe profeſſions, for the French 


commanders, partiſans, and agents in America took every 
ſtep their buſy genius could ſuggeſt, to ſtrengthen their 


own power, and weaken the influence of the Engliſh, by 
embroiling them with the Indian nations. This taſk they 


found the more eaſy, as the natives had taken . 
againſt the Englith, when they underſtood that their lands 


were given away without their knowledge, and that there 
was a defign to build forts in their country, without their 
conſent and concurrence. Indeed, the perſon whom the 
new company employed to ſurvey the banks of the Ohio 
concealed his defign fo carefully, and behaved in other re- 


ſpedcts inſuch a dark myſterious manner, as could not fail to 
_ arouſe the jealouſy of a people naturally inquiſitive, and 


very much addicted to ſuſpicton. How the company 


| propoſed to ſettle this acquiſition in deſpite of the native 
poſſeſſors it is not eaſy to conceive, and it is ſtill more 


unaccountable that they ſhould have neglected the natives, 
whoſe conſent and aſſiſtance they might have procured at a 


very ſmall expenſe. Inſtead of acting ſuch a fair, open, 


and honourable part, they ſent a Mr. Gift to make a clan- 


deſtine ſurvey of the country, as far as the falls of the river 


Ohio; and, as we have obſerved above, his conduct alarm- 
ed both the French and Indians. The erection of this 
company was equally diſagreeable to the ſeparate traders of 
Virginia and Pennſylvania, who ſaw themſelves on the 
eve of being deprived of a valuable branch of traffick, by 
the excluſive charter of a monopoly ; and therefore they 
employed their emiſſaries to foment the e of the 
Indians. 

6 III. The French having in a manner onmmentil 
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lake Erie, Mr. Hamilton, governor of Pennſylvania, com- 
municated this intelligence to the aſſembly of the province, 
and repreſented the neceſſity of erecting truck-houſes, or 
places of ſtrength and ſecurity, on the river Ohio, to which 
the traders might retire, in caſe of inſult or moleſtation. 


The propoſal was approved, and money granted for the 


purpoſe ; 5 but the aſſembly could not agree about the man- 
ner in which they ſhould be erected; and in the mean time 


the French fortified themſelves at leiſure, and continued to 


haraſs the traders belonging to the Britiſh ſettlements. 
Repeated complaints of theſe encroachments and depreda- 
tions being repreſented to Mr. Dinwiddie, governor of Vir- 
ginia, he, towards the latter end of this very year, ſent 
Major Waſhington with a letter to the commanding officer 
of a fort which the French had built on the Riviere-au- 
Beuf, which falls into the Ohio, not far from the lake Erie. 


In this letter Mr. Dinwiddie expreſſed his ſurpriſe that the 
French ſhould build forts and make ſettlements on the 
river Ohio, in the weſtern part of the colony of Virginia, 


belonging to the crown of Great-Britain. He complained 


of theſe encroachments, as well as of the injuries done to 


the ſubjects of Great-Britain, in open violation of the law 
of nations, and of the treaties actually ſubſiſt ing between 
the two crowns. 


been invaded ; and required him to depart in peace with- 
out further proſecuting a plan which muſt interrupt the 
harmony and good underſtanding which his Majeſty was 


deſirous to continue and cultivate with the Moſt Chriſtian 
King. To this ſpirited intimation the officer replied, 


That it was not his province to ſpecify the evidence, and 


demonſtrate the right of the King his maſter to the lands 
ituated on the river Ohio; but he would tranſmit the letter 


to the Marquis du Queſne, and act according to the anſwer 


he ſhould receive from that nobleman. Inthe mean time, he 


aid he did not think himſelf obliged to obey the ſummons of 
the Engliſh governor ; that he commanded the fort by vir- 
\ tue 


He deſired to. know by whoſe authority 
and inſtructions his Britannick Majeſty's territories had 
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BOOK tue of an order from his general, to which he was deter- 


| III. 
3 


therefore had projected a fort to be erected near the forks 
of the river. The province undertook to defray the ex- 
penſe, and the ſtores for that purpoſe were already provid- 
ed; but, by ſome fatal overfight, the concurrence of the 
Indians was neither obtained nor ſollicited, and, therefore, 


of diſtreſſing the Engliſh ſettlement of Nova-Scotia. We 


neighbourhood to commit hoſtilities againſt the inhabi- 
tants, ſome of whom they murthered, and others they car- 
ried priſoners to Louiſbourg, where they ſold them for arms 


on pretence that this and a great part of the peninſula be- 
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mined to conform with all the preciſion and reſolution of a 
good officer. Mr. Dinwiddie expected no other reply, and 


they looked upon this meaſure with an evil eye, as @ ma- 
nifeſt invaſion of their property. 

$ IV. While the French thus induſtriouſly extended 
their encroachments to the ſouthward, they were not idle 
in the gulf of St. Laurence, but ſeiſed every opportunity 


have already obſerved, that the town of Halifax was no 
ſooner built, than they ſpirited up the Indians of that 


and ammunition, the French pretending that they main- 
tained this trathck from motives of pure compaſſion, in 
order to prevent the maſſacre of the Engliſh captives, 
whom, however, they did not ſet at liberty, without exaQ- 
ing an exorbitant ranſom. As theſe ſculking parties of 
Indians were generally directed and headed by French 
commanders, repeated complaints were made to the gover- 
nor of Louiſbourg, who ſtill anſwered, that his juriſdiction 
did not extend over the Indians, and that their French con- 
ductors were choſen from the inhabitants of Annapolis, 
who thought proper to remain in that country after it was 
ceded to the Engliſh, and were in fact the ſubjects of Great- 
Britain. Even while the conferences were carried on for aſ- 
certaining the limits of Nova-Scotiathe governor of Canada 
detached M. La Corne, with ſome regular troops, and 2 
body of militia, to fortify a poſt on the bay of ChigneQo, 


longed to his government. The poſſeſſion of this poſt not 


only ſecured to the Indians of the continent a free entrance 
into 
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riſe in open rebellion againſt the Engliſh government. 
V. In the ſpring of the year one thouſand ſeven hun- 


hut alſo encouraged the French inhabitants of Annapolis to 


red and fifty, General Cornwallis, governor of Halifax, 
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into the peninſula, and a ſafe retreat in caſe of purſuit; c H A v. 


III. 


. 


py detached Major Laurence with a few men to reduce them 
the toobedience. At his approach they burned their town to 
fore, aſhes, forſook their poſſeſſions, and threw themſelves under 
ma. White protection of M. La Corne, who, thus re-enforced, 
bund himſelf at the head of fitteen hundred men, well 
deg porided with arms and ammunition. Major Laurence 
306 king unable to cope with him in the field, demanded an 
mity interview, at which he deſired to know for what cauſe the 
We bench inhabitants of Nova-Scotia had ſhaken off their 
\s no legiance to the Crown of Great-Britain, and violated the 
that rrutrality which they had hitherto affected to profeſs. 
habi⸗ The French officer, without pretending to account for 
„ car- their behaviour, gave him to underſtand in general terms, 
nk that he had orders to defend his poſt, and theſe orders he 
nain- Is determined to obey. The Engliſh Major finding 
1, in himſelf too weak to attack their united force, and having 
tives; w orders to commit hoſtilities againſt any but the Indians 
1 ndtheir open abettors, returned to Halifax, without having 
1 of been able to fulfil the purpoſe of his expedition. Imme- 
rench lately after his retreat, the French neutrals (fo they were 
3 aled) returned to the habitations which they had aban- 
Ga wned; and, in conjunction with the Indians, renewed 
8 heir depredations upon the inhabitants of Halifax and its 
polis kyendent ſettlements. The Engliſh governor, juſtly in- 
+ was Wd at theſe outrages, and ſeeing they would neither ſub- 
5:cat- t to the Engliſh government themſelves, nor allow 
be at ners to enjoy it with tranquillity, reſolved to expel them 
HOT ſectually from the country they ſo ill deſerved to poſſeſs. 
ds laor Laurence was again detached with a thouſand men, 
1efo, Paiported by ſea, to Chignecto, where he found the 
8 ſench and Indians entrenched, in order to diſpute his 
t not janding, Notwithſtanding this oppoſition, he made a de- 
Kt with a few companies, received and returned: a ſmart 
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number killed and wounded on the ſpot. The fugitives 
of which La Corne ſtood at the head of his troops, drawn 


had by this time erected a fort, which he denominated Beau 
Sejour; and now the Engliſh built another on the oppo- 


effectually anſwered this purpoſe ; for the Indians and neu- 


and ſcalped a great number of people, and carried off ſome 


ſy, that it was almoſt impoflible to prevent their ſucceſs 
One ſure remedy againſt the ſudden and ſtolen incurſiont 


| buſcades : but this expedient, ſo eaſy and practicable, wat 
never tried, though frequently recommended in publick tt 


countenanced by the French government in that country 
who now ſtrengthened their lodgement on the neck of thi 


name of Baye-verte : and built a third at the mouth of dt 
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fire, and ruſhing into their entrenchments, obliged them to 
fly with the utmoſt precipitation, leaving a conſiderable 


ſaved themſelves by crofling a river, on the farther bank 


up in order to receive them as friends and dependents. He 


fite ſide of the river, which was called after its founder $t, 
Laurence. 'This being provided with a good garriſon, 
ſerved as a check upon the French, and in ſome meaſure 
reſtrained the incurſions of their barbarians. Not that it 


trals ſtill ſeiſed every opportunity of attacking the Engliſh 
in the interior parts of the peninſula. - In the courſe o 
the ſucceeding year they ſurpriſed the little town of Dart: 
mouth, on the other fide of Halifax-bay, where they killed 


priſoners. For theſe expeditions the French always ſup 
plied them with boats, canoes, arms, and ammunition 
and indeed they were conducted with ſuch care and ſecre 


of thoſe ſavages might have been found in the uſe of ſtaunch 
hounds, which would have run upon the foot, detected the 
ſculking parties of the Indians, and fruſtrated all their am 


the attention of the government, and the conſideration 0 
the coloniſts. The Indians continued to plunder ang 
maſſacre the Britiſh ſubjects with impunity, and wer 


peninſula with an additional fort, diſtinguiſhed by th 


John's river, on the north ſide of the bay of Fundy. 
S VI. All theſe previous ſteps to a rupture with Eng 
land were taken with great deliberation, while the com 
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miſſaries of both nations were diſputing about the limits © H A Þ. 


of the very country which they thus arrogantly uſurped ; III. 
and they proceeded to perfect their chain of forts to the 1787 


ſouthward, without paying the leaſt regard to the ex- 
poſtulations of the Engliſh governors, or to a memorial 
preſented at Verſailles by the Earl of Albermarle, the Britiſh 


miniſter. He demanded that expreſs orders ſhould be ſent. 


to M. De la Jonquiere, the commander for the French in 


America, to deſiſt from violence againſt the Britiſh ſub- 


jeQs in that country: that the fort of Niagara ſhould be 


immediately raſed: that the ſubjects of Great-Britain, who 
had been made priſoners, ſhould be ſet at liberty, and in- 
demnified for the loſſes they had ſuſtained: and that the 
perſons who had committed thoſe exceſſes ſnould be pu- 
ned in an exemplary manner. True it is, fix Engliſh- 
men, whom they had unjuſtly taken, were immediately 
diſmiſſed ; and the amhaſſador amuſed with general pro- 
miſes of ſending ſuch inſtructions to the French governor 
in America, as ſhould anticipate any cauſe of complaint for 
the future: but, far from having any intention to perform 
theſe promiſes, the court of Verſailles, without all doubt, 
exhorted La Jonquiere to proceed in bringing i its ambitious 
ſchemes to perfection. 

VII. Every incident in America ſcemed to prognoſti- 
cate war, when the ſeſſion of parliament was opened on the 
iiteenth day of November: yet his Majeſty, on this occa- 
ſon, told them, That the events of the year had not made 

t neceſſary for him to offer any thing in particular to their 
conſideration, relating to foreign affairs. He even de- 
dared, That the continuance of the publick tranquillity, 
and the general ſtate of Europe, remained upon the ſame 
boting as when they laſt parted : and aſſured them of his 
ſteadineſs in purſuing the moſt effe ctual meaſures to pre- 
rye to his people the bleflings of peace. He expreſſed 
uncommon concern that the horrid crimes of robbery and 
murther were of late rather increaſed than diminiſhed, and 
arneſtly recommended this important object to their ſe- 
nous attention. Affectionate addreſſes were preſented by 
Vo. III. A 2 both 
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both Houſes in anſwer to this harangue : and, what was 
very remarkable, they were propoſed and paſſed without 
queſtion or debate. 

VIII. The Commons continued the ſame number of 
ſeamen and land forces for the enſuing year which had 
been granted in the laſt ſeſſion, and made ſuitable proviſion 
for all the exigencies of the, ſtate. The whole ſupply 
amounted to two millions ſeven hundred ninety- ſeven thou- p 
ſand nine hundred and ſixteen pounds, ten ſhillings, and ; 


two-pence, to be raiſed by a land tax of two ſhillings in P 
the pound, a malt-tax, a continuation of certain duties on 4 
wine, vinegar, cyder, and beer imported, a ſum taken from 0 
the ſinking fund, and the overplus of certain grants, funds, Wil * 
and duties. The proviſions made conſiderably exceeded t 
the grants; but this exceſs was chargeable with the intereſ 
of what ſhould be borrowed upon the credit of the land or th 
malt-tax, there being a clauſe of credit in both, as alſo with al 
the deficiency (if any ſhould happen) in the ſums they were th 
computed to produce. The Houſe agreed to all theſe re- la 


ſolutions almoſt unanimouſly : indeed, no oppoſition was 
made toany of them, but that for continuing the ſame num- Wa 
ber of land forces, which was carried by a great majority. Wl "! 
S IX. The act permitting Jews to be naturalized, 
which had, during the laſt ſeſſion, triumphed over ſuchan 
_ obſtinate oppoſition, was by this time become the object of 
national horror and execration. Every part of the king- 
dom reſounded with the reproach of the miniſtry who had 
enforced ſuch an odious meaſure; and the two brothers, 
who engroſſed the greater part of the adminiſtration, trem- 
bled at the proſpe& of what this clamour might produce at 
the general election, this being the laſt ſeſſion of the pte. 
ſent parliament. So eager were the miniſters to annul 
this unpopolar meaſure, that immediately after the Peers 
had agreedto the nature and form of an addreſs to his Ma- 
jeſty, the D — of N —, with that precipitation 0 
peculiar to his character, poured forth an abrupt harangue, 
in that Houſe, importing, that the diſaffected had made an 
handle of the act paſſed laſt ſeſſion in favour of the Jeus, 
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to raiſe diſcontents among many of his Majeſty's good o H a P. 
ſubjects; and as the act was in itſelf of little importance, III. 
he was of opinion it ought to be repealed; for this purpoſe 5 
he preſented a bill ready framed, which was read and com- 
mitted, though not without ſome debate. The naturaliza- 
tion- bill, now devoted as a ſacrifice to the reſentment of 
the people, contained a clauſe diſabling all naturalized Jews 
from purchaſing, inheriting, or receiving any advowſon or 
preſentation, or right to any eccleſiaſtical benefice or pro- 
motion, ſchool, hoſpital, or donative; and by the firſt 
draft of the bill, which his grace now preſented, it was 
intended that this clauſe ſhould not be repealed. It was 
the opinion, however, of the majority, that ſuch a clauſe 
ſtanding unrepealed might imply, that the Jews, by being 
thus expreſsly excluded from the poſſeſſion of any eccleſi - 
atical right of preſentation, would be conſidered as having 
the power and privilege of purchaſing and inheriting any 
lay-property in the kingdom. On this conſideration an 
amendment was made in the bill, the clauſe in queſtion 
was left out, and the whole act of naturalization repealed 
yithout exception*. Though the Lords, in general, con- 
eurred in the expediency of the repeal, it was oppoſed by 
ſome few, as too great a ſacrifice to the idle and unfounded 
damours of the multitude ; and upon this fide of the debate 
agreat power of elocution was diſplayed by Earl Temple, 
who had lately ſucceeded to this title on the death of his 
mother, a nobleman of diſtinguiſhed abilities, and the moſt © 
amiable diſpoſition, frank, liberal, humane, and zealouſly 
#tached to the intereſt and honour of his country. In the 
Lower Houſe the members of both parties ſeemed to vie 
Wh each other in demonſtration of averſion to this un- 
popular act. On the very firſt day of the ſeſſion, imme- 
intely after the motion for an addreſs to his Majeſty, Sir 
Janes Daſhwood, an eminent leader in the oppoſition, 
8 „ 8 gave 
* The reverend bench of biſhops had, with a laudable ſpirit of chriſtian 


Metkneſs and philanthropy, generally approved of the indulgence granted 


"their Hebrew brethren ; and now they acquieſced inthe propoſed repeal 
"1th the ſame paſſive diſcretion though one of the number-contended for 


lit fing clauſe which the Duke of N had recommended, 
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B O O K gave the Commons to underſtand, that he had a motion of 


III. 


1753» 


His oppoſite in political intereſts ; the Houſe agreed to it 


to this effect: Whereas great Ae and diſquie- 
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very great importance to make, which would require the 
attention of every member, as ſoon as the motion for the 
addreſs ſhould be diſcuſſed : he, therefore, defired they brate 
would not quit the Houſe until he ſhould have an oppor. e 
tunity to explain his propoſal. Accordingly, they had no prof 


ſooner agreed to the motion for an addreſs of thanks to his Up 
Majeſty, than he ſtood up again ; and having expatiated mY 
upon the juſt and general indignation which the act of the 1 ; 
preceding ſeſſion, in favour of the Jews, had raiſed among ne! 
the people, he moved to order that the Houſe ſhould be Ai: 
called over on Tueſday the fourth day of December, for 4 
taking that act into conſideration : but being given to un- 2 
derſtand that it was not uſual to appoint a call of the ON 


Houſe for any particular purpoſe, he agreed that the mo- 4 
tion ſhould be general. It was ſeconded by Lord Parker, . 4 


without oppoſition, and the call was ordered accordingly, Uh 
They were anticipated, however, by the Lords, who A 
framed and tranſmitted to them a bill on the ſame ſubject How 
to the purport of which the Commons made no objeCtion; up 
for every member, having the fear of the general election hh 
before his eyes, carefully avoided every expreſſion which a 
could give umbrage to his conſtituents : but violent op- a 
poſition was made to the preamble, which ran in the fl ven 
| Towing ſtrain : — *© Whereas an act of parliament was "rele: 
ce made and paſſed in the twenty-fifth year of his Majeſty's ik 
« reign, intituled, An act to permit perſons profeſſing the By 
&« Jewiſh religion to be naturalized by parliament, and for this 
other purpoſes therein mentioned; and whereas occa- 0 | 
& ſion has been taken, from the ſaid act, to raiſe diſcon- Will, ** 
e tents and diſquiets in the minds of his Majeſty's ſubjects * 
© be it enacted, &c.” This introduction was conſidered Jews 


as an unjuſt reflexion upon the body of the people in ge- 
neral, and in particular upon thoſe who had oppoſed the 
bill in the courſe of the preceding ſeſſion. Sir Roger Ne. 
digate therefore moved that the expreſſion ſhould be varied 


cc tudes 


o 
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he of this motion was an obſtinate debate, in which it was 
BY ſupported by the Earl of Eg—t, and divers other able 
try orators : but Mr. Pelham and Mr. P— were numbered 
906 among its oppponents. The queſtion being put for the 
hk propoſed alteration, it was of courſe carried in the nega- 
ol tive : the bill, after the third reading, paſſed nemine con- 
a tradicente, and i in due time obtained the royal aſſent. 
-1 X Even this conceſſion of the miniſtry did not allay 
No the reſentment of the people, and their apprehenſions of 
g encroachment from the Jews. Another act till ſubſiſted, 


L by virtue of which any perſon profeſſing the Jewiſh reli- 
i Z gion might become a free denizen of Great-Britain, after 
* having reſided ſeven years in any of his Majeſty's colo- 


Ho having the ſame dangerous tendency, of which the other 
ker, 
to it Ins now in a fair way of being convicted. It was 


who 
3 Houſe might have the peruſal of the lifts tranſmitted from 
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which 
t op- 
16 fol- 
1t was 
jeſty's 
ng the 
nd for 


plantations, containing the names of all ſuch perſons 


potefling the Jewiſh religion as had entitled themſelves 
o the benefit of the ſaid act, ſince the year one thouſand 


preſented, and left upon the table for the peruſal of the 
members : but as this act contained no limitation of time 
thin which the benefit of it ſhould be claimed, and as 


; 0CC2- 

liſcon- one expenſe, very few perſons had availed themſelves of 
bie&s tin that period. Nevertheleſs, as a great number of 
ſidered Jews were already entitled to claim this indulgence, and 


4 tudes had from the ſaid act ariſen.” The conſequence 


ues in America; and this was now conſidered as a law 


viel, a motion for an addreſs to his Majeſty, defiring that the 


the American colonies to the commiſſioners for trade and 
eren hundred and forty. Theſe liſts were accordingly | 


ls claim was attended with a good deal of trouble and 
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By noved, therefore, in the Lower Houſe, that part of this 
5) Whrmer a8 might be read: then the ſame member made 


in ge- it remained an open channel through which Great- 
ed the brain might be deluged with thoſe people, all of whom 
Neu- e law would hold as natural-born ſubjects, and their 
varied Mogeny as freed from all the reſtrictions contained in the 


liſqvie- 


«Qt with reſpect to naturalized foreigners, Lord Harley 
4 tudes | | 
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moved for leave to bring in a bill to repeal ſo much of the 
ſaid act as related to perſons profefſſing the Jewiſh reli. 
gion, who ſhould come to ſettle in any Britiſh colony 
alter a certain time. The motion was ſeconded by Sir 
James Daſhwood, and ſupported by the Earl of Egmont; 
but being foond unequal to the intereſt and elocution 
of Mr. Pelham and Mr. l was rejected by the majo- 
I ity. | 
3 XI. The next object that claimed the attention 
of the Commons, was a bill for improving the regu- 
lations already made to prevent the ſpreading of a conta. 
gious diſtemper, which raged among the horned cattl: 
in different parts of the kingdom. The laſt bill of this 
ſeſſion that had the good fortune to ſucceed, was brought 
in for puniſhing mutiny and deſertion of officers and ſol. 
diers in the ſervice of the Eaſt-India company, and for 
the puniſhment of offences committed in the Eaſt-Indies 
and the iſland of St. Helena. This being a meaſure of 
very extraordinary nature, all the members were ordered 
to attend the Houſe on the day fixed for the ſecond read- 
ing: at the ſame time all charters, commiſſions, and au- 
thorities, by which any powers relative to a military ju 
riſdiction, or the exerciſe of martial law, had been 
granted or derived from the crown to the ſaid company, 
were ſubmitted to the peruſal of the members. The 
bill was by many conſidered as a dangerous extenſion of 
military power, to the prejudice of the civil rights en- 
joyed by Britiſh ſubjects, and as ſuch violently conteſted 
bv the Earl of Egmont, Lord Strange, and Mr. Alder- 
man Beckford. Their objections were anſwered by tix 
Sollicitor-General and Mr. Yorke. The bill, after ſome 
warm debates, being eſpouſed by the miniſtry, was enad 
ed into a law, and diſpatched to the Eaſt- Indies by the 
firſt opportunity. 
S XII. Some other motions were made, and petitions 
preſented on different ſubjects, which, as they miſcartied, 
it will be unneceſſary to particulariſe. It may not be 


amiſs, however, to record an exemplary act of juſtice 
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lick office, whom they detected in the practice of fraud 
and impoſition. Notwithſtanding the particular care 
taken in the laſt ſeſſion, to prevent the monopolizing of 
tickets in the ſtate lottery, all thoſe precautions had been 
eluded in a ſcandalous manner by certain individuals, en- 


truſted with the charge of delivering the tickets to the 


contributors, according to the intent of the act, which ex- 
preſsly declared that not more than twenty ſhould be 
ſold to any one perſon. Inſtead of conforming to theſe 
directions of the legiſlature, they and their friends en- 
groſſed great numbers, ſheltering themſelves under a falſe 
liſt of feigned names for the purpoſe ; by which means 
they not only defeated the equitable intention of the Com- 
mons, but in ſome meaſure injured: the publick credit; 
inaſmuch as their avarice had prompted them to ſubſcribe 


for a greater number than they had caſh to purchaſe ; ſo 
that there was a deficiency in the firſt payment, which 
Theſe 
practices were ſo flagrant and notorious as to attract the 


might have had a bad effect on the public affairs. 


notice of the Lower Houſe, where an enquiry was begun, 
and proſecuted with a ſpirit of real patriotiſm, in oppoſi- 
tion to a ſcandalous cabal, who endeavoured with equal 
eagerneſs and perſeverance to ſcreen the delinquents. All 


their efforts, however, proved abortive; and a commit- 
tee appointed to examine particulars, agreed to ſeveral 


ſevere reſolutions againſt one Le—, who had amaſſed a 


large fortune by this and other kinds of peculation. They 


voted him guilty of breach of truſt, and a direct violation 


of the Lottery act; and an addreſs was preſented to his 


Majeſty, defiring he might be proſecuted by the Attor- 
ney-General for theſe offences. 
in the conrt of King's-Bench, and paid a fine of one 


thouſand pounds, for | having committed frauds by which 


He was accordingly ſued 
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done by the Common on a perſon belonging to a pub- ca A P, 
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he had gained forty times that ſum ; but he was treated 


with ſuch gentleneſs as remarkably denoted the clemency 


of that tribunal, 
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| BOOk ; XIII. The ſeſſion ended i in the beginning of Apry, Wind | 
Il. when the King gave the parliament to underſtand that he Wadhert 
N ſhould fay nothing at preſent on foreign affairs ; but af. ber t 
. 8 ſured them of his fixed refotution to exert his whole power Wcomm 
in maintaining the general tranquillity, and adhering to Wet ſtat 
luch meaſures for that purpoſe - as he hag hitherto pur. Wmbal 
ſued in conjunction with his allies. He in very affection- Wet this 
ate terms thanked both Houſes for the repeated proofs Wand tl 
they had given of their zealous attachment and loyalty to Miſorme 
his perſon and government. He enumerated the ſalutaty N Penck 
meaſures they had taken for, lefſening the national debt, Nimpor 
and augmenting the public credit, extending navigation Wlſteſtoy 
and commerce, reforming the morals of the people, and equal 
improving the regulations of civil economy. He con- Wllnere | 
eluded with declaring, . that he ſecurely reljed upon the }MLytte 
loyalty and good affection of his people, and had no other Wrough 
aim than their permanent happineſs. In a little time ile, 
after the cloſe of this ſeſſion they were diſſolved by pro- Navy 
clamation, and new writs iſſued by the Lord Chancellor hve « 
for convoking a new parliament. The fame ceremonics {iIniſtio 
were practiſed with reſpect to the convacations of Can- Harri: 
terbury and York, though they no longer retained their Hicke 
former importance; nor, indeed, were they ſuffered to en ca 
fit and deliberate upon the ſubjects which formerly fell Nenc! 
under their cognizance and diſeuſſion was fi 
XIV. In the beginning of March, the miniſtry of Ne M. 
Great-Britain had been left without a head by the death ( X 
of Mr. Pelham, which was not only fincerely lamented N occec 
by his ſovereign, but alfo regretted by the nation in gene- Poetic 
ral, to whoſe affeQion he had powerfully recommended {iſindec 
himſelf by the candour and humanity of his conduct and tte 
character, even while he purfued meaſures which they to pu 
did not entirely approve. , The loſs of ſuch a miniſter rad. 
vas the more deeply felt by the government at this junc- in 
ture, being the eve of a general election for a new pa- ee 
lament, when every adminifiention i is ſuppoſed to exert ion 
itſelf with redoubled vigilance and circumſpeQion. He er, 


had already concerted the racaſures tor ſecuring a majority; WW an 
and 
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adherents, who ftill engroſſed the adminiſtration. His bro- 
ther the Duke of Newcaſtle, was appointed firſt lord 
commiffioner of the Treaſury, and ſucceeded as ſecretary 
of ſtate by Sir Thomas Robinſon, who had long reſided as 
ambaſſador at the court of Vienna. The other department 


and the function of chancellor of the Exchequer was per- 
formed as uſual by the Lord Chief Juſtice of the King's- 
Bench, yntil a proper perſon could be found to fill that 
important office : but in the courſe of the ſummer it was 
teſtowed upon Mr. Legge, who acquitted himſelf with 
equal honour and capacity. Divers other alterations 
yere made, of leſs importance to the public. - Sir George 
Lyttelton was appointed cofferer, and the Earl of Hillſbo- 
ugh comptroller of the houſehold. Mr. George Gren- 


have occaſion to ſpeak in the ſequel, took place as a com- 


barrington, made maſter of the wardrobe. Lord Hard- 
mcke, the chancellor, was promoted to the dignity of 


Y Mr. Murray in the office of Attorney-General. 


advantage. Some of them had prudently fung their 
inodia to the miniſtry, and been gratified with profit- 
We employments ; while others, ſetting too great a price 
pn their own importance, kept aloof till the market was 
Mer, and were left to pine in ſecret over their diſappoint- 
ambition. The maxims of Toryiſm had been relin- 


of this office was ſtill retained by the Earl of Holderneſſe, 


ile, brother to Earl Temple, became treaſurer of the 
Navy; and Mr. Charles Townſhend, of whom we ſhall 


miſhoner at the board of Admiralty, in the room of Lord 


an carl. The place of lord chief juſtice of the King's- 
bench becoming vacant by the death of Sir William Lee, 
ms filled with Sir Dudley Ryder, and he was ſuccecded 


XV. The election for the new parliament generally 
ucceeded according to the wiſh of the miniſtry z for op- 
plition was now dwindled down to the loweſt ſtate of 
indecility. It had received a mortal wound by the death 
the late Prince of Wales, whoſe adherents were too wiſe 
o purſue an ignis fatuus, without any proſpect of ſucceſs 
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preſented and approved by the commithoners. Then the 


of his good ſubjects; but he did not think proper to lay 
ſeſſion was cloſed, and the parliament prorogued by the 


Commons in Ireland, on the almoſt forgotten ſubjeds 


revenue towards national purpoſes, without the conſent dl 
their ſovereign ; and accordingly, in the year one thou 
ſand ſeven hundred and forty-nine, prepared a bill wii 
this preamble : © Whereas on the twenty- fifth day 0 


dom, or their deputy or deputies, unapplied; and i 
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the body of the people were conciliated to the eſtabliſhed 
government; and the harmony that now, for the firſ 
time, ſubſiſted among all the branches of the royal family 
had a wonderful effe& in acquiring a degree of popularity 
which they had never before enjoyed. The writs being 
returned, the new parliament was opened on the laſt day 
of May by the Duke of Cumberland, and ſome other 
peers, who acted by virtue of a commiſſion from his Ma. 
jeſty. The Commons having choſen for their ſpeaker the 
Right Hon. Arthur Onſlow, who had honourably filled 
that high office in four preceding parliaments, he wa 


Jord High Chacellor harangued both Houſes, giving 
them to underſtand, that his Majeſty had indulged then 
with this early opportunity of coming together, in order 
to complete without loſs of time certain parhamentary 
proceedings, which he judged would be for the ſatisfaCtion 


before them any points of general buſineſs, reſerving 
every thing of that nature to the uſual time of their aſſem- 
bling in the winter. On the fiſth day of June this ſhort 
lords commiſſioners. Ny] 

$ XVI. In the beginning of this year violent di 
putes aroſe between the government and the Houle o 


of privilege and prerogative. The Commons conceived 
they had an undoubted right to apply the ſurplus of thei 


«© March laſt a confiderable balance remained in the hand 
« of the vice treaſurers or receivers-general of the king 


< will be for your Majeſty's ſervice, and for the eaſe ol 
« your faithful ſubjects in this kingdom, that ſo mu 
* thereof as can be conveniently ſpared ſhould he paid 
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« agreeably to your Majeſty's moſt gracious intentions, c H a Þ. 


« in diſcharge of part of the national debt.” This ap- 
propriation gave great offence to the advocates for prero- 
zatire in England, who affirmed that the Commons had 
no right to apply any part of the unappropriated revenue, 
nor even to take any ſuch affair into conſideration, with- 
out the previous conſent of the crown, expreſſed in the 


moſt explicit terms. It was in conſequence of this doc | 
trine that the Duke of Dorſet, lord-licutenant of Ireland, 
told them in the next ſeſſion of parliament, held in the 


year one thouſand ſeven hundred and fifty-one, he was 


commanded by the king to acquaint them, that his Ma- 


jelty, ever attentive to the eaſe and happineſs of his ſub- 
j*&s, would graciouſly conſent, and recommended it 


to them, that ſuch a part of the money then remaining 


in his treaſury as ſhould be thought conſiſtent with the 
publick ſervice be applied towards the further reduction 


of the national debt. This declaration alarmed the Com- 


mons, zealous as they were for the preſervation of their 


pririleges; and in their addreſs of thanks, which, like 
that of the parliament of Great-Britain, uſed always to 


eccho back the words of the ſpeech, they made no menti- 
on of his Majeſty's conſent ; but only acknowledged his 


gracious attention to their eaſe and happineſs, in recom- 


mending to them the application of the ſurplus. They, 
accordingly, reſolved to apply one hundred and twenty 
thouſand pounds of that overplus towards a diſcharge ot 


[the national debts; and, in the preamble of the bill, 
lramed for this purpoſe, made no mention of his Majeſty's 


conſent, though before they had acknowledged his goodneſs 
recommending this application. The miniſtry in Eng- 
land were highly offended at this purpoſed omiſſion, which 
they conſtrued into a wilful encroachment on the prero- 
pativez; and the bill was ſent back with an alteration in 


the preamble, ſignifying his Majeſty's conſent as well as 


fecommendation. The Iriſh Houſe of Commons being 


t that time deeply engaged in a minute enquiry into the 


conduct of a gentleman, a ſervant of the crown, and a 


member 
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member of their own Houſe; accuſed of having miſapplicd 


the next opportunity occurred. The Nuke of Dorſet, 


preſſion of his Majeſty's gracious conſent, in mentioning 


a general ſpirit of reſentment through the whole Iriſh 


| tioned nothing but a recital of facts, and ſent it over in1 
very plain dreſs, quite deſtitute of all embroidery. The 
miniſtry, intent upon vindicating the prerogative iron 
ſuch an unmannerly attack, filled up the omiflions of the 


c ſignify that you would conſent, and to recommend | 


as ſhould be thought expedient by parliament.” This 
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a large ſum of money, with which he had been entruſted, 
for rebuilding or repairing. the barracks, were now un. 
willing to embyoil themſelves farther with the government, 
until this affair ſhould. be diſcuſſed. They, therefore, 
paſſed the bill with the alteration, and proceeded with 
their enquiry. The perſon was convicted of having mil. 
applied the publick money, and ordered to make the bar. 
racks fit for the reception and accommodation of the troop, 
at his own expenſe. | They did not, however, neglect to 
alſert what they thought their rights and privileges, when 


when he opened the ſeſſion of this year, repeated the ex: 


the ſurplus of the publick money. They again omitted 
that word in their addreſs; and reſolved, in their bill of 
application, not only to fink this odious term, but likewik 
to abate in their complaiſance to the crown, by leaving 
out that expreflion of grateful acknowledgement, which 
had met with ſuch a cold reception above. By this time 
the conteſt had kindled up two violent faQtions, and ditfuled 


nation. The committee who prepared the bill, inſtcadd 
inſerting the uſual compliments in the preamble, men- 


committee, and fenit it back with this alteration : © And 
« your Majeſty, ever attentive to the caſe and happineh 
« of your faithful ſubje&s, has been graciouſly pleaſed i 


* to us, that ſo much of the money remaining in Jon 
«© Majeſty's treaſury as ſhould be neceſſary be applied l 
te the diſcharge of the national debt, or ſuch part there% 


then, being the crifis which was to determine a conſtitution 


point of ſuch importance, namely, whether the props 
— . ö ; | 
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n parliament aſſembled have a right to deliberate upon, c HAP. 
and vote the application of any part of the unappropri- te” 
ated revenue, without the previous conſent of the crown; 1556. 
thoſe who were the molt zealouſly attached to the liberties 
of their country reſolved to exert themſelves in oppoſing 
with hat they conceived to be a violation of thoſe liberties; 
; oil. ad the bill, with its alterations, was rejected by a majo- 
e bar. ny of five voices. The ſucceſs of their endeavours was 
roops ifeclebrated with the moſt extravagant rejoicings, as a tri- 
ect tolimph of patriotiſm over the arts of miniſterial corruption; 
when nd, on the other hand, all the ſervants of the crown 
Jorict, de had joined the popular cry on this occafion were in 
he er-W little time diſmiſſed from their employments. The re- 
ioningeaion of the bill was a great diſappointment to the credi- 
mitted Wers of the publick, and the circulation of caſh was almoſt 
bill of lagnated. Theſe calamities were imputed to arbitrary 
ikewiſeengns in the government; and the people began to he 
cavingWnſiamed with an enthufiaſtick ſpirit of independency, 
which lich might have produced miſchievous effects, had not 
is timeſſertul ſteps been taken to bring over the demagogues, and 
diffufag dus divert the ſtream of popular clamour from the mini- 
le Irin to thoſe very individuals who had been the idols of 
ſtead oſfepular veneration. The Speaker of the Houſe of Com- 
„ cn ons was promoted to the dignity of an earl; and ſome 
ver in Wther patriots were gratified with lucrative employments. 
. TIN: Majeſty's letter arrived for paying off ſeventy-five thou- 
ve frontend five hundred pounds of the national debt. The cir- 
s of theWilation was thus animated, and the reſentment of the 
Ani place ſubſiding, the kingdom retrieved its former tran- 
appinels ullity. | <7 4 V 
leaſcd 1088 XVII. The ambition and intrigues of the French 
mend Mun, by which the Britiſh intereſt was invaded and di- 


lied 
ſted, 
un- 
nent, 
fore, 


in yougorbed on the continent of America, had alſo extended 
pli-d elt to the Eaſt-Indies, where they endeavoured to em- 
t =y oil the Engliſh company with divers nabobs, or princes, 
Thi | | 


1 governed different parts of the peninſula intra Gangem. 
hat the reader may havea clear and diſtinct idea of theſe 
alaQions, we ſhall exhibit a ſhort ſketch of the Engliſn 


forts 


ditutionil 


ie people 
In 
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forts and ſettlements in that remote country. The ffir 
of theſe we ſhall mention is Surat“, in the province ſo 
called, ſituated between the twenty-firſt and twenty-ſecond 
degrees of north latitude: from hence the peninſula ſtretche; 
into the Indian ocean, as far as the latitude of eight 
north, ending in a point at Cape Comorin, which is the 


ſouthern extremity. To the northward this peninſula \ 
joins to Indoſtan, and at its greateſt breadth extends ſcven{{Wſie « 
hundred miles. Upon the weſt, eaſt, and ſouth, it i Dec⸗ 
waſhed by the ſea. It comprehends the kingdoms of Mala. Abou 
bar, Decan, Golconda, and Biſnagar, with the princi-Wiſtovn 
palities of Gingi, Tanjaour, and Madura, The weſtern iſm: 
fide is diſtinguiſhed by the name of the Malabar coaſt: rec 
the eaſtern takes the denomination of Coromandel; and Ang. 
in different parts of this long ſweep, from Surat round ati 
Cape Comorin to the bottom of the bay of Bengal, the 
Engliſh and other European powers have, with the con- arthe 
ſent of the Mogul, eſtabliſned forts and trading ſettlements me 
All theſe kingdoms, properly ſpeaking, belong to the lula, 
Mogul: but his power was ſo weakened by the laſt inv es 
fron of Kouli Khan, that he has not been able to aſſert hs the 
empire over this remote country; the tributary princes o e 
which, and even the nabobs, who were originally gover-Miﬀ'": « 
nors appointed under their authority, have rendered them- baun 
ſelves independent, and exert an abſolute dominion over Ine 
their reſpective territories, without acknowledging hien 
ſuperiority either by tribute or homage. Theſe prince, ede 
5 | ES when dar 
| . 5 art 0 
* Several European nations had ſettlements at Surat, which was one af om ( 
the moſt frequented cities of the Eaſt, from the great concourſe of Mabo- 5 

metan pilgrims, who make it their road from India, in their viſits to te lo 
tomb of their prophet at Mecca, In order to keep the ſeas clea oi any 
pirates between Surat and the gulf of Arabia and Perſia, the Mogul bad th 
deen at the annual expenſe of a large ſhip fitted out on purpoſe to cart) the e 
pilgrims to Judda, which is within a ſmall diſtance of Mecca, Fo! tte tar 
lecurity of this ſhip, as well as to protect the trade of Surat, he granted to M 
his admiral, the fiddee, chief of a colony of caffrees, or blacks, a revenue dice 
called the Tanka, to the value of three lacks of rupees, amour ting te ate 
above thirty-ſeven thouſand pounds, ariſing partly from the adjacent lands ver 
and partly from the revenues of Surat, which were paid him yearly by the | 
governor of the caſtle, who is appointed by the Mogul to keep the c to 


vonder proper ſubjection, without, however, interfering with the gov 
ment of it, n _ | . 
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firſt 


ce {oY courſe to the affiſtance of ſuch European powers as are 


ſettled in or near their dominions; and in the ſame manner 


cond | 

ches e Eaſt-Indian companies of the European powers which 
eich uppen to be at war with each other never fail to intereſt 
is the the nabobs in the diſpute. 


XVIII. The next Engliſh lei” to Surat t, on 


inſula 
ſeven 


Mala- 


Decan, a ſmall 1fland, - with a very convenient harbour, 


rinci 

. cimate, unhealthy; and the commerce was rendered very 
coaſt: N prcarious by the neighbourhood of the famous Corſair 
|; and Angria, until his port of Geriah was taken, and his forti- 
round kations demoliſhed, The Engliſh company likewiſe 
l, cheery on ſome traffick at Dabul, about forty leagues 


lather to the ſouth, in the province of Cuncan. In the 


e con- 
ments. me ſoutherly progreſſion, towards the point of the penin- 
to the la, we arrive at Carwar, in the latitude of fifteen de- 


} inva-res, where there is a ſmall fort and factory belonging 
Tert his othe company, ſtanding on the ſouth ſide of a bay, with 
neces aver capable of receiving ſhips of pretty large burthen. 


gover- 
] them-MWWbounds with proviſions of all ſorts, and the beſt pepper 


India grows in this neighbourhood. The next Engliſh 


n over 
ing hicment we find at Tillicherry, where the company has 
ITInces, red a fort, to defend their commerce of pepper and 


damoms from the inſults of the Rajah, who governs this 
art of Malabar. Hither the Engliſh trade was removed 


when 


the coaſt of the peninſula, is Bombay, in the kingdom of 


he climate here is remarkably ſalubrious; the country 
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then they quarrel among themſelves, naturally have re- CHA p, 


III. 
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about five-and-forty leagues to the ſouth of Surat. The 
town is very populous: but the ſoil is barren, and the 


_ ny im Calicut, a large town, that ſtands fifteen leagues to 
ts to hrs ſouthward of Tillicherry, and was as well frequented 
2 any port on the coaſt of the Indian peninſula. The moſt 
, carry the therly ſettlement which the Engliſh poſſeſs on the Ma- 


45 1 nar coaſt is that of Anjengo, between the eighth and ninth 
- "crenu I brees of latitude. It is defended by a regular fort, 

wy ted on a broad river, which falls into the ſea, and would 
ah by deer commodious for trade, were not the water on the 
p the cit) WW too ſhallow to admit ſhips or conſiderable burthen. 


he goveſſ 


Then 
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| BOOK Then turning the cape, and paſſing through the ſtrait a 
q III. of Chilao, formed by the iſtand of Ceylon, we arrive o ing 
b >= the coaſt of Coromandel, which forms the eaſtern fide offi g. 
5 775+ the iſthmus. Proſecuting our courſe in a northern diredio 7 
j | the firſt Engliſh factor) we reach is that of Fon SI ©» 
E- | David's, formerly called Tegapatan, ſituated in the lati the 
0 tude of eleven degrees forty minutes north, within thi oy 
„ kingdom of Gingi. It was, about fix-and twenty-yeaill and 
1 ago ſold by a Mahratta prince to the Eaſt- India company *e 
Þ and, next to Bombay, is the moſt conſiderable ſettleme ar 
j we have yet mentioned. Its territory extends about eigh Mol 
| miles along the coaſt, and half that ſpace up the countryl  . 
A which is delightfully watered by a variety of rivers : th 50 
I ſoil is fertile, and the climate healthy. The fort is reg "ea 
q lar, well provided with cannon, ammunition, and ON nn. 
5 numerous garriſon, which is the more neceſſary, on ACCoun Eng 
| of the neighbourhood of the French ſettlement at Pondi A 
A _cherry*. But the chief ſettlement belonging to the co 7 
= | pany on this coaſt is that of Madras, or Fort St. Georg latit 
$ ſtanding farther to the northward, between the thirtcen_i de: 
1 | 1 and fourteenth degrees of latitude, and not a great wa d 
L from the diamond mines of Golconda. It is ſeated on Wil A 
> flat, barren, ſcorching ſand, ſo near the ſea, that, in ba Eng 
Þ weather, the walls are endangered by the mighty ſur: 
[| rolled in from the ocean. As the ſoil is barren, the cl inf 
4 mate is ſo intenſely hot, that it would be altogether uy | 
b inhabitable, were not the heat mitigated by the ſea-breek KG 
„ On the land ſide it is defended by a ſalt- water river, which ih 
5 while it contributes to the ſecurity of the place, robs th or k 
| inhabitants of one great comfort, by obſtructing tl vin 
4 ſprings of freſh water. The fort is a regular ſquare, tg An 
A town ſurrounded with walls well mounted with artiller) mh 
1 and the place, including the Black Town, is very pop gde 
lous. Madras, with ſeveral villages in the neighbourhoo the 
I was purchaſed of the King of Golconda, before the mis 
1 gul became ſovereign of this country. The governo Ca 
i this place is not only preſident of Fort St. George, au 
ic I Tin: cs ED ; Nati 
. * The trade conſiſts of long cloths of different colours, ſallampo! \ 
4 morees, dimities, ginghams, and ſuccatoons, A 
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alſo of all the other ſettlements on the coaſts of Malabar C H A p. 
and Coromandel, as far as the iſland of Sumatra. He lives III. 

in great pomp, having inferior judges, who paſs ſentence of 
death occafionally on malefactors of any nation, except 
the ſubjeQs of Great-Britain. All the company's affairs 
are directed by him and his council, who are inveſted with 
the power of inflicting corporal puniſhment, ſhort of life 
and member, upon ſuch Europeans as are in the ſervice, 
and diſpoſe of all places of truſt and profit. By virtue of 
an act paſſed in the courſe of this very ſeſſion, the mili- 
tary officers belonging to the company were permitted to 
hold courts-martial, and puniſh their ſoldiers according 
to the degree of their delinquency. In a word, Madras 
z of the utmoſt importance to the company for its ſtrength, 
wealth, and the great returns it makes in callicoes and 
muſlins. Towards the latter end of the laſt century the 
Engliſh company had a flouriſhing factory at Maſulipatam, 
ſtanding on the north fide of the river Nagundi, which 
ſeparates the provinces of Golconda and Biſnagar, in the 
latitude of ſixteen degrees and thirty minutes; but now 
there is no European ſettlement here, except a Dutch 
factory, maintained for carrying on the chintz commerce. 
At Viſigapatam, ſituated till farther to the northward, the 
Engliſh poſſeſs a factory, regularly fortified, on the fide 
d a river which, however, a dangerous bar has rendered 
unfit for navigation. The adjacent country affords cotton 
cloths, and the beſt ſtriped muſlins of India. It is chiefly 
lor the uſe of this ſettlement that the company maintains 
factory at Ganjam, the moſt eaſtern town inthe province 
or kingdom of Golconda, fituated in a country abounding 
Wh rice and ſugar canes. Still farther to the north coaſt, 
n the latitude of twenty-two degrees, the company main- 
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wh tains a factory at Balaſore, which Was formerly very con- 
urhool iderabſe 5 but hath been of very little conſequence ſince 
the Mi the navigation of the river Huguely was improved. At 
yernor WM his place every European ſhip bound for Bengal and the 
ge, by Ganges takes in a pilot. The climate is not counted very 


alubrious ; but the adjacent country is fruitful to admi- 
ation, and here are conſiderable manufactures of cotton 
Yor. III. B b and 


al 
(allamport 


ID 


— — R r . 
— A 2 r * 


E: 4 8 
X 


— 2 — 7 — 5 Tx * < > rn 
— RI 5 * * 4 — 2 — * — — n 2 
FS * LB. i 5 e 2 
2 , > 72 EDM io ale 7 wa * 1 
— - * » * 3 Er 
1 — 6 


3 „ 
a ON r 2 JT a 4 
„ CR E_—_—_ — — — — — 
$ — * — * IE. I — op ha = 
"$Id s 2 oe 5 Ce 
Cal. EF ae nos o - 


370. 


BOOK 
III. 
. 
1754. 


aà a town called Pipely, where there was formerly an Engliſh 


As for the governor's houſe, which likewiſe ſtands within 


the convenience and defence of their commerce, either 
purchaſed of the nabobs and rajahs, or conquered in the 


and fixty miles farther up the river; a place which, to- 


William, which is a regular fortification, containing lodg- 


Bencoolen, on the iſland of Sumatra, or any ſettlement 


pelle, Monſieur Dupleix, who commanded for the French 


of diſſention among the nabobs, that he might be thc 


known by the name of the Nabob of Arcot, appointed 
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and filk. Without ſkilful pilots, the Engliſh would fing 
it very difficult to navigate the different channels through 
which the river Ganges diſcharges itſelf into the ſea at the 
bottom of the bay of Bengal. On the ſouthern branch iz 


factory: but this was removed to Hunguel, one hundred 


gether with the company's ſettlement. at Calcutta, were 
the emporiums of thetr commerce for the whole kingdom 
of Bengal. Indeed Huguely is now abandoned by the 
Engliſh, and their whole trade centres at Calcutta or For: 


ings for the factors and writers, ſtore-houſes for the com- 
pany's merchandiſe, and magazines for their ammunition, 


the fort, it is one of the moſt regular ſtructures in all India. 
Beſides theſe ſettlements along the. ſea-coaſt of the penin- 
ſula, and on the banks of the Ganges, the Engliſh Eaſt- 
India company poſſeſs certain inland factories and poſts for 


courſe of the war. As the operations we propoſe to record 
were confined to the coaſts of Malabar and Coromandel, 
or the interior countries which form the peninſula intra 
Gangem, it will be unneceſſary to deſcribe the factory at 


which the Engliſh poſſeſs in other parts of the Eaſl- 
Inges:::::- es 

$ XIX. In order to underſtand the military tranſaQions 
of the Engliſh company in India, the reader will take 
notice, that immediately after the peace of Aix-la-Cha- 


in that country, began by his intrigues to ſow the ſeeds 
better able to fiſh in troubled waters. Nizam Almuluck, 
the Mogul's viceroy of Decan, having the right of nom! 


nating a governor of the Carnatick, now more generally 


Anaverdy 


GT 20 RG 7B: I \ Ji 


find Anaverdy Khan to that office, in the year one thouſand HAT. 
ugh ſeven hundred and forty-five. The viceroy dying was ſuc- Wn | 
the ceeded in his viceroyalty, or ſubaſhip, by his ſecond ſon wig 

ch 15 Nazirzing, whom the Mogul confirmed. He was oppoſed 

gliſh in his pretenſions by his own couſin Muzapherzing, who 

dred had recourſe to the aſſiſtance of M. Dupleix, and obtained 

» to- Wl from him a re-enforcement of Europeans and artillery, in 1 
were Wl confideration of many preſents, and promiſes, which he | 


rdom fulfilled in the ſequel. Thus re-enforced, and joined by 
the one Chunda Saib, an active Indian chief, he took the field _ 
Fon WW againſt his kinſman Nazirzing, who was ſupported by a 1 


lodg- . body of Engliſh troops under Colonel Laurence. The A 
com. French, dreading an engagement, retired in the night; . 
ition. Wi and Muzapherzing, ſeeing himſelf abandoned by all his 

vithin 


own troops, appealed to the clemency of his couſin, who 
ſpared his life, but detained him as a ſtate priſoner. In 
this ſituat ion, he formed a conſpiracy againſt his kinſman's 
life, with Nazirzing's prime miniſter, and the Nabobs of 
Cadupab and Condaneor, then in his camp; and the con- 
ſpirators were encouraged in their ſcheme by Dupleix and 
Chunda Saib, who had retired to Pondicherry. Thus 
ſtimulated, they murthered Nazirzing in his camp, and 
proclaimed Muzapherzing viceroy of Decan. In the tents 
of the murthered viceroy they found an immenſe treaſure, ä 
of which a great ſhare fell to M. Dupleix, whom Mu- — 
zapherzing the uſurper at this time aſſociated in the govern- 1 
ment. By virtue of this aſſociation the Frenchman 
aſumed the ſtate and formalities of an eaſtern prince; and 0 
he and his colleague Muzapherzing appointed Chunda 1 
dib Nabob of Arcot. Anaverdy Khan, the late nabob, 17 
had been, in the year one thouſand ſeven hundred and | 7 
brty-nine, defeated and ſlain by Muzapherzing and Bw 
Chunda Saib, with the affiſtance of their French auxilia- 15 
nes; and his fon Mahomed Ali Khan had put himſelf 1 
under the protection of the Engliſh at Madras, and was 
confirmed by Nazirzing, as his father's ſucceſſor in the 
nabobſhip or government of Arcot. This government, 
tterefore, was diſputed between Mahommed Ali Khan, | 
ö | appointed I © 


India, 
)enin- 

Eaft- 
ſts for 
either 
in the! 
record 
andel, 
W intra 
-ory at 
ement 


FEaſt- 


ictions 
[| take 
a-Cha- 
French 
e ſeeds 
be the 
wluck, 
nomi- 
nerally 
zointed 
avcrdy 


— — 
5 6 * 


7. 5 * > — 9 * * 2 * 9 2 © & - —— Ea 
e p — . . . w — " * * * * - - * * — — - 
- z <; 4 - . <4 WA TW; a= and n , — 4 7 
ve I Lan +7 > ES — us r n EOS * r 2 5 7 — ů 
- — 2 by 2 — be — — * A * . 1 ps * ny” 4 * : KP _ 
4 An" ems ao x5 2 — — r — „„ "24 
* * — 2 12 D - „ = 
1 * EP * 4 * — IT 2 - 


rere — 
: —.— © aw 


war? 


B O © K appointed by the legal viceroy Nazirzing, ſupported by 


long ſurvive his uſurpation. In the year one thouſand ſeven 


for their ſervice, fell upon him ſuddenly, routed his troops, 


Sallabatzing; and this prince confirmed Mahommed Alt 
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who re-enforced him with two thouſand ſepoys, or ſoldiers 


had been ſtipulated by his French allies. 


| ther, had fled to Tiruchirapalli*, and ſollicited the al 


ed on the eaſt by the kingdom of Tanjore. 
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the Engliſh company, and Chunda Saib, nominated 05 
the uſurper Muzapherzing, and protected by Dupleix, 
who commanded at Pondicherry. Muzapherzing did not 


hundred and fifty- one, the ſame nabobs who had promoted 
him to his kinſman's place, thinking themſelves ill rewarded 


and put him to death; and next day the chiefs of the 
army proclaimed Sallabatzing, brother to Nazirzing, 
viceroy of Decan: on the other hand, the Mogul ap- 
pointed Gauzedy Khan, who was the elder brother of 


Khan in the government of Arcot ; but the affairs of 
the MoguPs court were then in ſuch confuſion, that he 
could not ſpare an army to ſupport the nomination he had 
made. Chunda Saib, Nabob of Arcot, having been de- 
poſed by the Great Mogul, who placed Anaverdy Khan in 
his room, he reſolved to recover his government by force, 
and had recourſe to the French general at Pondicherry, 


of the country, fixty caffrees, and four hundred and twenty 
French troops, on condition that, if he proved ſucceſsful 
in his enterprize, he ſhould cede to the French the town 
of Velur, in the neighbourhood of Pondicherry, with its 
dependencies, conſiſting of forty-five-yillages. Thus fe- 

enforced, he defeated his rival Anaverdy Khan, who loſt 
lis life in the engagement, re-aſſumed the government of 
Arcot, and punctually performed the conditions which 


$ XX. Mahommed Ali Khan, at the death of his is 


ſiſtance of the Engliſh, who favoured him with a re-entorce 


ment of money, men, and ammunition, under the — 


» Tiruchirapalli, commonly called Trichinopoly, fituated near the rive 
Cauveri, above two hundred miles to the ſouthward of Madras, is the c 
dital of a ſmall kingdom belonging to the enen of Arcot, and hounds 
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of Major Laurence, a brave and experienced officer. By CHAP. 


dint of this ſupply, he gained ſome advantages over the 


enemy, who were obliged to retreat; but no decifive blow 


was given. Mahomed afterwards repaired in perſon to 
Fort St. David's, to demand more powerful ſuccours, 


alledging that his fate was conneQed with the intereſt of 


the Engliſh company, which in time would be obliged to 
abandon the whole coaſt, ſhould they allow the enemy to 
proceed in their conqueſts. In conſequence of theſe re- 


preſentations, he received another ſtrong re-enforcement, 


under the command of Captain Cope ; but nothing of im- 


portance was attempted, and the Engliſh auxiliariesretired. 
Then Mahommed was attacked by the enemy, who ob- 


tained a complete victory over him. Finding it impoſſible 


to maintain his footing by his own ſtrength, he entered 


into a cloſe alliance with the Engliſh, and ceded to them 


lome commercial points, which had been long in diſpute. 


Then they detached Captain Cope to put Tiruchirapalli 


in a poſture of defence; while Captain de Gingins, a Swiſs 


officer, marched at the head of four hundred Europeans to 


the nabob's aſſiſtance. The two armies being pretty equal 


in ſtrength, lay encamped in fight of each other a whole 
month ; during which nothing happened but a few ſkir- 


mihes, which generally terminated to the advantage of the 


Engliſh auxiliaries. In order to make a diverſion, and di- 
nde the French forces, the company reſolved to ſend a de- 
tachment into the province of Arcot ; and this was one of 
the firſt occaſions upon which the extraordinary talents of 
Mr, Clive were diſplayed. He had entered into the ſer- 


vice of the Eaſt-India company as a writer, and was conſi- 


dered as a perſon very indifferently qualified for ſucceeding 
m any civil ſtation of life. He now offered his ſervice in a 
military capacity, and aQually began his march to Arcot, 
4 the head of two hundred and ten Europeans, with five 
hundred ſepoys®. Þ Ez 


XXI. 


®* The Tepoys are mercenaries of the country, who are hired as ſoldiers | 


*Kaſlonally by all parties, 
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XXI. Such was the reſolution, ſecreſy, and diſpatch 
with which he conducted this enterpriſe, that the enemy 
knew nothing of his motions until he was in poſſeſſion of 
the capital, which he took without oppoſition. 'The inha- 
bitants, expecting to be plundered, offered him a large ſum 
to ſpare their city ; but they derived their ſecurity from 


the generoſity and diſcretion of the conqueror. He re- 


fuſed the proffered ranſom, and iſſued a proclamation, 
intimating, That thoſe who were willing to remain in 
their houſes ſhould be protected from inſult and injury, 
and the reſt have leave to retire with all their effects, ex- 
cept proviſions, for which he promiſed to pay the full va- 
lue. By this ſage conduct he conciliated the affections of 


the people fo entirely, that even thoſe who quitted the Place 


ſupplied him with exact intelligence of the enemy's de- 
ſigns, when he was beſieged in the ſequel. The town was 
in a little time inveſted by Raja Saib, ſon of Chunda Saib, 
at the head of a numerous army, and the operations of the 
ſiege were conducted by European engineers. Though 


their approaches were retarded hy the repeated and reſolute 


ſallies of Mr. Clive, they at length effected two breaches, 
ſuppoſed to be practicable; and on the 14th day of Octo- 


ber, in the year 1751, gave a general aſſault. Mr. Clive, 


having received intimation of their deſign, had made ſuch 
Preparations for their reception, that they were repulſed 
in every quarter with great loſs, and obliged to raiſe the 
ſiege with the utmoſt precipitation. 

XXII. This gallant Engliſhman, not contented with 
the reputation he had acquired from his noble defence, was 
no ſooner re-enforced by adetachment under Captain Kirk- 


f patrick from Trichinopoly, than he marched in purſuit of 
the enemy, whom he overtook in the plains of Arani. 


There, on the third day of December, he attacked them 
with Irreſiſtible impetuoſity; and, after an obſtinate diſ- 


pute, obtained a complete victory at a very ſmall expenſe. 


Ihe forts of Timery, Caujeveram, and Aranie, ſurrendered 
to the terror of his name, rather than to the force of bi 


arms; and he returned to Fort St. David's in triumph. He 
had 
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moned to the field by freſh incurſions of the enemy. In 
the beginning of the year one thouſand ſeven hundred and 
fifty two, he marched with a ſmall detachment to Madras, 


where he was joined by a re-enforcement from Bengal, the 
whole number not exceeding three hundred Europeans, 
and aſſembled a body of the natives, that he might have at 
leaſt the appearance of an army. With theſe he proceed- 


ed to Koveripauk, about fifteen miles from Arcot, where 
he found the French and Indians, confiſting of fifteen hun- 


dred ſepoys, ſeventeen hundred horſe, a body of natives, 


and one hundred and fifty Europeans, with eight pieces of 
cannon. Though they were advantageouſly poſted and 
entrenched, and the day was already far advanced, Mr. 
Clive advanced againſt them with his uſual intrepidity ; 


but the victory remained for ſome time in ſuſpenſe. It was 
now dark, and the battle doubtful, 


when Mr. Clive ſent 
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had enjoyed a very few weeks of repoſe, when he was ſum- C H a P. 
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round a detachment to fall on the rear of the French bat- 


tery. This attack was executed with great reſolution, 


while the Engliſh in front entered the entrenchments 
with their bayonets fixed; and, though very little tinctured 


with diſcipline, diſplayed the ſpirit and activity of hardy 
veterans, This double attack diſconcerted the enemy in 


ſuch a manner, that they ſoon deſiſted from all oppoſition. 


A conſiderable carnage enſued ; yet the greater part of the 
enemy, both horſe and foot, ſaved themſelves by flight, 
under cover of the darkneſs. The French, to a man, 


threw down their arms, and ſurrendered themſelves pri- 


ſoners of war; and all the cannon and baggage fell into 
the hands of the victor. 


$ XXIII. The province of Arcot being thus cleared of 
the enemy, Mr. Clive with his forces returned to Fort St. 
David's, where he found Major Laurence juſt arrived from 


England®, to take upon him the command of the troops in 
the company's ſervice. On the eighteenth day of March 
this officer, accompanied by Mr. Clive, took the field, 
and was joined by Captain de Gingins at Tiruchirapalli. 
From 
, Major Laurence bad ſailed for England in the year 17 50. 
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B OO RE From hence he. detached Mr. Clive, with four hundred 


at diſcretion. 


rence marched with his Indian allies“, and took his mea- 


European ſoldiers, a few Mahratta horſe, and a body of 
ſepoys, to cut off the enemy's retreat to Pondicherry. In 
the courſe of this expedition he diſlodged a ſtrong body of 


the foe poſted at Samiaveram, and obliged Chunda Saib to 


throw a body of troops into a ſtrong fortified temple, or 
pagoda, upon the river Koleroon, which was immediately 
inveſted. The commanding officer, in attempting to 
eſcape, was flain with ſome others, and the reſt ſurrendered 
They were ſtill in poſſeſſion of another for- 
tified temple, which he alſo befieged in form, and reduced 
by capitulation. Having ſubdued theſe forts, he marched 


directly to Volconda, whither he underſtood the French 


commander D'Anteuil had retired. He found that officer 
entrenched in a village, from whence he drove him with 
precipitation, and made himſelf maſter of the French can- 
non. The enemy attempted to fave themſelves in a neigh- 
bouring fort; but the gates being ſhut againſt them by the 
.governor, who was apprehenſive that they would be folloy- 
ed pell-mell by the Engliſh, Mr. Clive attacked them 
with great fury, and made a conſiderable ſlaughter”: but his 
humanity being ſhocked at this carnage, he ſent a flag of 
truce to the vanquiſhed, with termsof capitulation, which 


they readily embraced. Theſe articles imported, That 


D'Anteuil, and three other officers, ſhould remain priſo- 


.ners on parole for one year ; that the garriſon ſhould be 
exchanged, and the money and ſtores be delivered to the | 


nabob whom the Engliſh ſupported.  _ 

XXIV. During theſe tranſactions Chunda Saib lay 
encamped with an army of thirty thouſand men at Syrin- 
ham, an iſland in the neighbourhood of Tiruchirapalli, 
which he longed eagerly to poſſeſs. Hither Major Lau- 


ſures 


His army conſiſted of twelve hundred Europeans and Topaſſes in bat- 
talions, two thouſand ſepoys ; with the forces of the nabob, the Kings of 
Tanjore, Muiſſack, and the Mahrattas ; amounting to fitteen hundred 


horſe and ten thouſand infantry, Topaſſes are deſcendants from the Portu- 


gueſe. The Mahrattas are native Indians of a very numerous and power- 


_ Wy nation, which hath moꝶ than once given law to the Mogul. 
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fures ſo well, that the enemy's proviſions were entirely in- 
tercepted. Chunda Saib, in attempting to fly, was taken 
priſoner by the Nabob of Tanjore, an ally of the Engliſh 
company, who ordered his head to be ſtruck off, in order 
to prevent the diſputes which otherwiſe would have ariſen 
among the captors*, The main body of the army being 
attacked by Major Laurence, and totally defeated, the 
iſland of Syrinham was ſurrendered, and about a thouſand 
European French ſoldiers, under the command of Mr. 
Law, nephew to the famous Law who ſchemed the Miſ- 
iſipp1 company, fell into the hands of the conquerors, 
ncluding thirty officers, with forty pieces of cannon, and 
ten mortars. M. Dupleix, though exceedingly mortified 
by this diſaſter, reſolved to maintain the cauſe which he 

had eſpouſed. He proclaimed Raja Saib, the ſon of Chun- 
da Saib, nabob of Arcot ; and afterwards pretended that 
de himſelf had received from the Mogul ſanids or com- 
niſſions, appointing him governor of all the Carnatick, 
from the river Kriſt nah to the ſea : but theſe ſanids appear- 
ed in the ſequel to be forged. In order to complete the 
comedy, a ſuppoſed meſſenger from Delhi was received at 

fondicherry as ambaſſador from the Mogul. Dupleix, 
mounted on an elephant, preceded by muſick and dancing 
nomen, in the oriental manner, received in publick his 
commiſſion from the hands of the pretended ambaſſador. 
leaſſected the eaſtern ſtate, kept his darbar or court, where 
ic appeared ſitting croſs-legged on a ſopha, and received 
reſents as prince of the country from his own council, as 


lay well as from the natives. In the mean time, hoſtilities 
in W-ntinued between the forces of the two companies, as 
ll Nariliaries to the contending nabobs. The Engliſh, under 
au- Major Kinnier, made an unſucceſsful attempt upon Gin- 
ca- e, a ſtrong town ſituated to the weſt of Pondicherry. 
res Mijor Laurence defeated a ſtrong body of French and na- 
bat- | 535 | tives, 
rs of ' Chunda Saib demandled leave of the Tanjore general to paſs through his 


(amp to Tanjore, and this requeſt was granted; but, inſtead of being al- 

8 to paſs, he was detained priſoner, and as the allies could not agree 

* the manner in which he ſhould be diſpoſed of, ſome of the Tanjore 
bers, of their own accord, ended the diſpute, by cutting off his head. 


theſe tranſactions Sallabatzing, with a body of French un- 


lahatzing 
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tives, tl by Dupleix's nephew, M. de Kerjean, dt. 


in the neighhourhood of Pondicherry, and took him pri. galle 


ſoner, together with fifteen officers : after this ſucceſs, Mr. tory 


Clive reduced the forts of Covelong and Chengalput, theo a 
laſt very ſtrong, ſituated about forty miles to the ſouth- ;ives 


ward of Madras. On the other hand, M. Dupleix inter- tw; 


cepted at ſea Captain Schaub, with his whole Swiſs compa. WM aide 
ny, whom he detained priſoners at Pondicherry, althougl WM iron: 
the two nations were not at war with each other. During niſla 
ment 
new, 
ſrofe. 
ſuſper 
wſput 


der M. de Buſſy, advanced towards Aurengabad, which 
was the feat of government; but he was oppoſed by 2 
chief of the Mahrattas, at the head of a numerous army. In 
the mean time, Gawzedy Khan, the elder brother of Sal- 
whom the Mogul had appointed viceroy of De 


81 


| 7 Very 2 
can, wok poſſeſſion of his government at Aurengabad 1 
where, in fourteen days after his arrival, he was poiſoned ¶ ogob 
by his own ſiſter. The Mogul immediately appointed hi bur. 
ſon Schah Abadin Khan to ſucceed his father; and this treaty 
prince actually raiſed an army to come and take poſſeſſion Mat the 
but the Mogul's affairs requiring his preſence at Delhi, uv d 
was obliged to poſtpone his deſign, ſo that Sallabatzing waWuntr 
left without a competitor, and made a preſent to the Frenc emen 
of all the Engliſh ſettlements to the northward. Thu bectiv 
concluded the year one thouſand ſeven hundred and fifty green 
two. Next campaign was chiefly confined to the neigh Verfai 
bourhood of Trichinopoly, where Major Laurence made, Fra; 

| ſeveral vigorous attacks upon the enemy's army, and oo was 
tained many advantages, which, however, did not provQMrocur, 
deciſive, becauſe he was ſo much out-numbered that bfWMcfence 
could never follow his blow. Proceec 
$ XXV. In the courſe of this year, the Mogul was des hat th 
poſed by his general Schah Abadin Khan, the viceroy n the 
Decan, who raiſed to the throne Allum Geer, anothet ſentime 
prince of the blood. In the ſucceeding year, a negocaſ erod! 
tion was ſet on foot by Mr. Saunders, governor of Ma French 
dras, and M. Dupleix, and conferences were opened er co 
Sadraſs, a Dutch ſettlement between ee and Folly 2 ble 
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tory of Trichinopoly, which ſtill continued to be the ſcene 
of action. In the courſe of this year Admiral Watſon ar- 


ath-W rived on the coaſt of Coromandel with a ſquadron of ſhips 
ter-Wi ofwar, having on board a regiment commanded by Colonel 
npa- Aldercroon : at the ſame time the ſhips from France 


el] brought over to Pondicherry the Sieur Godeheu, com- 
ring niſſary general and governor-general of all their ſettle- 
un. nents, at whoſe arrival Dupleix departed for Europe. The 


new governor immediately wrote a letter to Mr. Saunders, 


by 4 jrofefling the moſt pacifick inclinations, and propoſing a 
7. In penſion of arms between the two companies, until their 
Sal- 


aſputes could be amicably adjuſted. IT'his propoſal was 


: ceſſation of arms actually took place in the month of 
Odober, in the year one thouſand ſeven hundred and fifty- 
bur, Deputies being ſent to Pondicherry, a provifional 
treaty and truce were concluded, on condition that neither 


ny difference that might riſe between the princes of the 
country. The other articles related to the places and ſet- 
lements that ſhould be retained or poſſeſſed by the re- 
pective companies, until freſh orders relating to this 


croy e the footing of ti poſſidetis. How pacifick ſoever the 
mnotheMntiments of the French ſubjects might have been at this 
egociaſ rod in the Eaſt-Indies, certain it is, the deſizns of the 
of Ma''ench governors in America were altogether hoſtile, and 
ned ir conduct haſtening towards a rupture, which kindled 
nd Fog bloody war in every diviſion of the globe. 


5 XXVI 


rery agreeable to the governor and council at Madras, and 


o the two companies ſhould for the future interfere in 
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st. George: but this proved abortive ; and many other CHAP. 
allant efforts were made by Major Laurence in the terri- 


III. 
yy wt 
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agreement ſhould arrive from the courts of London and 
Verſailles, tranſmitted by the two Faſt- India companies 
0 France and England. Until ſuch orders ſhould arrive, 

t was ſtipulated that neither nation ſhould be allowed to 
Mocure any new grant or ceſſion, or to build forts for the 
&ence of new eſtabliſhments ; and that they ſhould not 
Proceed to any ceſſion, retroceſſion, or evacuation of 
was de dat they then poſſefſed ; but every thing ſhould remain 
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Book S XXVI. As this war may be termed a native of Ame. 


III. 
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names of Michigan, Huron, Erie, and Ontario, the three 


by Montreal and Quebeck iſſues into the bay of the ſame 
denomination, forming the northern boundary of Novz 


lands on the ſouth fide of this river, nevertheleſs, with an 
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rica, and the principal ſcenes of it were ated on that con- 
tinent, we ſhall, for the information of the reader, ſketch 
out the ſituation of the then Britiſh colonies as they border. 
ed on each other, and extended along the ſea-coaſt, from 


the gulf of St. Laurence as far ſouth as the country 


of Florida. We ſhall enumerate the Indian nations that 
lie ſcattered about their confines, and delineate the man- 


ner in which the French hemmed them in by a ſurpriſing 


line of fortifications. Should we comprehend Hudſon's. 
Bay, with the adjacent countries, and the banks of Neu. 
foundland, in this geographical detail, we might affirm 
that Great-Britain at that time poſſeſſed a territory along 
the ſea-coaſt, extending ſeventeen hundred miles in a dired 
line, from the ſixtieth to the thirty-firſt degree of northern 
latitude: but as theſe two countries were not concerned 
in this diſpute, we ſhall advance from the northward to the 
ſouthern fide of the gulf of St. Laurence; and beginning 
with Acadia or Nova-Scotia, deſcribe our ſettlements, as 


they lie in a ſoutherly direction, as far as the gulf of Flo- 


rida. This great tract of country, ſtretching fifteen degrees 


of latitude, is waſhed on the eaſt by the Atlantick ocean: 


the ſouthern boundary is Spaniſh Florida; but to the welt- 
ward the limits are uncertain, ſome affirming that the ju- 


riſdiction of the colonies penetrates through the whole con- 


tinent, as far as the South-Sea ; while others, with more 
moderation, think they are naturally bounded by the river 
Illionois that runs into the Miſſiſſi ppi, and in a manner con- 
nes that river with the chain of lakes known by tht 


firſt communicating with each other, and the laſt dil 
charging itſelf into the river St. Laurence, which running 
Scotia. The French, who had no legal claim to 40 


inſolence of ambition peculiar to themſelves, not only ex- 


tended” their forts from the ſource of the St. Laurence, 
through 
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ſſlippi, which diſembogues itſelf into the gulf of Florida; 
but alſo, by a ſeries of unparalleled encroachments, endea- 
youred to contract the Engliſh colonics within ſuch nar- 
row limits as would have cut off almoſt one half of their 


me- 
con- 
etch 
der- 


from poſſeſſions. As we have already given a geographical de- 
intty Ml cription of Nova- Scotia, and mentioned the particulars of 
that the new ſettlement of Halifax, we ſhall now only obſerve, 


man- 
1{ing 
on's- 
New- 
iffirm 
alonp 
lire& 
thern 
erned 
to the 


river of St. Laurence ; that its original boundary to the 


within the river St. Croix, becauſe the crown of Great- 
pritain did, in the year one thouſand fix hundred and ſixty- 
three, grant to the Duke of York the territory of Sagada- 
hack, ſtretching from St. Croix to the river of this name ; 
which was in the ſequel, by an expreſs charter from the 
crown, annexed to the province of Maſſachuſett's-Bay, 
one of the four governments of New-England. This. 


nning Wl country, ſituated next to Nova-Scotia, lies between the 
ts, 46 WW forty-firſt and forty-fifth degrees of north latitude, extend- 


f Flo- BMW ing near three hundred miles in length, and about two hun- 
egrees Bl dred in breadth, if we bound it by thoſe tracts which the 
cean: French poſſeſſed : no part of the ſettlements of this country, 


welt- Wi tovever, ſtretches above ſixty miles from the ſea. The 
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lummer is here intenſely hot, and the winter proportion- 
ably ſevere : nevertheleſs, the climate is healthy, and the 


ka native of this country. The ground raiſes good flax 
and tolerable hemp. Here are great herds of black cattle, 
ome of them very large in ſize, a vaſt number of excellent 


% that of England, is manufactured with great ſucceſs. 


$ XX VII. 


that it is ſurrounded on three ſides by the ſea, the gulf, and 


neſt was the river Pentagoet ; but it is now contracted 


logs, a breed of ſmall horſes, graceful, ſwift, and hardy; 
and large flocks of ſheep, whoſe wool, though not ſo fine 
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through an immenſe tract of country, as far as the Miſ- CHA . 


III. 


ky generally ſerene. The ſoil is not favourable to any of 
the European kinds of grain; but produces great plenty of 
maiz, which the people bake into bread, and brew into 
beer, though their favourite drink is made of melaſſes hop= 
ped, and impregnated with the tops of the ſpruce-fir, which 
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ore than one third part of that extent. The climate, ſoil, 
nd produce of theſe two provinces, as well as of Penn- 
vlyania, are ſimilar. They yield great quantities of grain, 
heep, horſes, hogs, and horned cattle ; all kinds of poul- 
ry and game in great abundance; vegetables of every 
rt in perfection, and excellent fruit, particularly peaches 
nd melons, Their vaſt foreſts abound with oak, aſh, 
eech, cheſnut, cedar, walnut-tree, cypreſs, hickery, ſaſſa- 
ras, and pine; but the timber is not counted fo fit for 
hipping as that of New-England and Nova-Scotia. Theſe 
rovinces produce great quantities of flax and hemp. 
e- Vork affords mines of iron, and very rich copper 
re is found in New-Jerſey. 


XXIX. Pennſylvania, lying to the ſouthward of New- 
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aryland, ſtretching two hundred and fifty miles in length, 

wo hundred in breadth, and having no communication 
th the ſea, except by the mouth of the river Delaware. 
This province was originally ſettled by quakers, under the 
ulpices of the celebrated William Penn, whoſe deſcen- 
ants are ſtill proprietaries of the country. Philadel- 
pia, the capital, ſtands on a tongue of land, at the con- 
uence of two navigable rivers, the Delaware and the 


eligned by the original plan to extend from the one to 
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York and New-Jerſey, is bounded on the other fide by 


chulkel, diſpoſed in the form of a regular oblong, and 


wy he other. The ſtreets, which are broad, ſpacious, and 
o the! utorm, croſs each other at right angles, leaving proper 

- Eng paces for churches, markets, and other publick edifices. 
Aoboh Arbe houſes are neatly built of brick, the quays ſpacious | 


and magnificent, the warehouſes large and numerous, and 
tie docks commodious and well contrived for ſhip-building. 
Pennſylvania is underſtood to extend as far northerly as 


The 
rk art 
tween 
nt. 

along 
nce of 
awale, 


They alſo raiſed another at ſome diſtance to the ſouth- 
hard of the Riviere-au-Beuf, and made other-encroach- 
ments on this colony. 

about XXX. Adjoining to part of Pennſylvania, on the ſea 
th not Walt, lies the province of Maryland, a tract of land ſituated 


moe | along 


the banks of the lake Erie, where the French erected a fort. 


— — — — — —— ſ́ — —B2—2— —  — —— 


ſettlement is Virginia, watered on the north by the river 
Potowmack, which is the boundary between this and the 


| weſtward without any preſcribed limits, though the plants 


in length about two hundred and forty miles, and in breadth 


forticth degrees of latitude. In failing to Virginia, naviga* 
tors ſteer through a ſtraight formed by two points, called 
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along the bay of Cheſapeak, in length about one hundred 
and forty miles, and nearly of the ſame breadth, boundeg Ml 
on the north by Pennſylvania, on the eaſt by the Atlantik win 
ocean, and by the river Potowmack on the ſouth. This the « 
country was firſt planted with Roman catholicks by Lordi ple | 
Baltimore, to whom Charles II. granted it by patent. In orde 
the ſcquel, however, people of all religions were admitted the | 
into this ſettlement, and indulged with liberty of conſcience, getal 
and at preſent the reigning religion 1s that of the Engliſh 
church. The climate is very ſultry in fummer, and not 
very ſalubrious. The foil is fruitful, and produces a great 
quantity of tobacco, which the people cultivate as their 
ſtaple commodity. The ſeat of government is eſtabliſhed 
at Annapolis, a ſmall town beaytifully fituated on the river 
FRESent-: | 1 5 

$ XXXI. Tracing the ſea- eoaſt ſtill ſoutherly, the next 


colony laſt deſcribed, having the bay of Cheſapeak to the 
eaſt, bounded on the ſouth by Carolina, and extending 


tions have reached no farther than the great Allegany 
mountains; ſo that the province, as now poſſeſſed, ſtretches 


not above two hundred, lying between the fifty-fifth and 
the Capes, into the bay of Cheſapeak, a large inlet that 


runs three hundred miles into the country from ſouth to 
north, covered from the Atlantick ocean by the caſter 


fide of Maryland, and a ſmall portion of Virginia on the la, 
fame peninſula. This noble bay is about eighteen mik buthe 
broad for a conſiderable ſpace, and ſeven at its narroweli con 

part, yielding generally nine fathoms depth of water; ing! 
both fides it receives many navigable rivers, thoſe on ch: cr-g 
Virginia fide being known by the names of James- rive and h 


York-river, the Rappahannock, and Potowmack. Th 


country,eſpecially towards the ſea, lies very law and ſ wry 
CY | an 
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1dred and the ſoil is extremely fertile. The air and weather c H A . 
nde arc variable, the heats of ſummer exceſſive, the froſts of III. 
ntick Ml winter ſudden, and intenſely cold; ſo that, upon the whole, e 
This the climate is neither very agreeable nor healthy, the peo- AY 

Lord ple being particularly ſubject to agues and pleuretick diſ- 


orders. The province abounds with vaſt foreſts of timber: 
aitted the plains are covered with a ſurpriſing luxuriancy of ve- 
ence, getables, flowers, and flowering ſhrubs, diffuſing the moſt 
neliſh Ml delicious fragrance. The ground yields plenty of corn, 


In 


d not and every ſort of fruit in great abundance and perfection. 
great Horned cattle and hogs have here multiplied to admiration 
their fince they were firſt imported from Europe. The animals, | 
liſhed natives of this and the neighbouring countries, are deer, | 


river panthers or tigers, bears, wolves, toxes, ſquirrels, racoons, IK 
and creatures called opoſſums, with an infinite variety of Ie 


e next beautiful birds, and a diverſity of ſerpents, among which 
e river the rattleſnake is the maſt remarkable. | | 
id the {XXXII. Virginia is bounded to the ſouth by the two 


to the Carolinas, ſituated between the forty-fixth and thirty- 
ending ürſt degrees of latitude ; the length amounting to upwards 
lanta- ef four hundred miles, and the breadth extending near 
eganſMthree hundred, as far as the Indian nations called the Ca- 
-etchesſtawbas, the Creeks, and Cherokees. The country of 
readth Carolina is divided into two governments, of which the 


th and noſt northern is the moſt inconſiderable. The climate in 
daviga- both is the ſame, as well as the ſoil: the firſt is warm, 
called tough not unhealthy; the laſt extremely fertile, yielding 


et that 
Juth to 


Nerery thing in plenty which is produced in Virginia, be- 
des abundance of excellent oranges, and ſome commodi- 


eaſtern tes which are not found to the northward, North Caro- 

on the ina, though not ſo opulent, is more populous than the | 
mik burhern part. The coloniſts of North-Carolina carry on of 
rrowel il: confiderable traffick in tar, pitch, turpentine, ftaves, _ | 


er; Of 
on the 
;riveſy 


ingles, lumber, corn, peas, pork, and beef, tobacco, 
teer-kins, indigo, wheat, rice, bees-wax, taliow, bacon, 
and hog's lard, cotton, and ſquared timber, live cattle, 
This wth the ſkins of beaver, racoon, fox, minx, wild cat, and 
ramp)\-Wter. South-Carolina is much better cultivated ; the {5 nf 
T ver. III. 0 people 1 
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BOOK people are more civilized, and the commerce more impor, 
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I. tant. The capital of this province, called Charles-Town, pr 
— is finely ſituated at the confluence of two navigable rivers, T] 


having the advantage of a commodious harbour. Theij het 
trade, excluſive of the articles we have already mentioned Bl 
as common to this government and that of North-Caro- 


anc 

lina, confiſts of two chief ſtaple commodities, rice and in- pot 
digo, which they cultivate with great ſucceſs; and they wh 
have likewiſe made ſome progreſs in the culture of ſilk. Cor 
$XXXIII. The moſt ſouthern of all our ſettlements WF aan 
on this coaſt is Georgia, extending about ſixty miles from * 
north to ſouth, along the ſea- ſnore; but widening in the by f 
inland parts to above one hundred and fifty, and firetching WW on! 
almoſt three hundred from the ſea to the Apalachian moun- FER 
tains. This country differs very little from that of South: 9 
Carolina, with which it borders; yet the ſummer is here FOR 
more hot, and the ſoil not ſo fertile. Savannah, the capi- hore 
tal, ſtands commodioufly for trade, about ten miles from * 
the ſea, on a river of the fame name, navigable with large gan 
boats two hundred miles farther up to the ſecond town, defer 
called Auguſta, a place that flouriſhes by the indian trade ook 

_ of ſkins, which the inhabitants carry on with their neigh- detac 
bours the Creeks, the Chickefaws, and the Cherokees, and | 
who are the moſt numerous and powerful tribes iv America. rely 
Georgia is bounded on the ſouth by the river Altamaha, place 
at no great diſtance from the Spaniſh fort of St. Auguſtin by co 
$XXXIV. Having thus exhibited a ſuccinct view of the he 6: 
Britiſh colonies in North-America, for the intor mation of ſeeme 
the reader, we ſhall now reſume the thread of our hiſtory, that y 
and particulariſe the tranſactions by which the preſent yea! * 
was diſtinguiſhed on this extenſive continent. The go the ſu 
vernment of England having received nothing but evaſne the 
anſwers from the court of France, touching the complaints Engla 
that were made of the encroachments in America, diſpatchel Frene! 
orders to all the governors of that country to repel fore A within 
| force, and drive the French from their ſettlements on 1 the me 
river Ohio. Accordingly, the piovinces of Virginia an tached 
Pennſylvania took this important affair into their confider- pled 3 


ation; 
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ore ation 3 but, while they deliberated, the French vigorouſ] 
Ks. proſecuted their defigns on the other ſide of the Wremen 5 2 ” 
Wy T hey ſurpriſed — which the Virginians had 
15 built upon the Ohio; made themſelves maſters of the 5 
55. Block- houſe and Treck-boule, where they found ſkins 

and other commodities to the amount of twenty thouſand | 


Im- 


pounds, and deſtroyed all the Britiſh traders, except two 


4 who found means to eſcape. At the ſame time, M. de 
a: Contrecceur, with a thouſand men, and eighteen pieces of 
Wi eee arrived in three hundred canoes from Venango, a 
*. ort they had raiſed on the banks of the Ohio, and reduced 


by ſurpriſe a Britiſn fort which the Virginians had built 


. on the or ks of the e that runs into the ſame 
river. | 

duth- Wl: 

dl XXXV. Theſe hoſtilities were followed by divers 


kirmiſhes between the people of the two nations, which 


5 were fought with various ſucceſs. At length the gover- 

la my of the Engliſh ſettlements received orders from En- 

5 gland to form a political confederacy, for their mutual 
cefence: and the governor of New-York was directed to 


bows DON with the chiefs of the Six Nations, with a view to 
okees, ctach them from the French intereſt by dint of promiſes 
er, and preſents of value, ſent over for that purpoſe. A con- 
3 oreſs was accordingly appointed at Albany, to which 
1 18 the governor of New- Vork repaired, accompanied 
f 0 4 commiſſioners from all the other Britiſh ſettlements : 
1 me very ſmall number of Indians arrived, and even theſe _ 
iſtory, "5 to be indifferent to the advances and exhortations 
it year Fr _ made by the Engliſh orator. The truth is, the 
he go r had artfully weaned them from their attachment to 
e vaſue w jets of Great-Britain. Nevertheleſs, they accept- 
plant - preſents, renewed their treaties with the King of 
* bl * _ and even demanded his aſſiſtance in driving the 
—ok — rom the poſts and poſſeſſions they had uſurped 
on de . n the Indian territories. It was in conſequence of 
a ani own here taken, that Colonel Waſhington was de- 
nſidel⸗ ched from Virginia with four hundred men, and occu- 
111 lied a poſt on the banks of the river Ohio, where he 


O62 


threw 
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threw up ſome works, and erected a kind of occaſional tlen 
fort, in hopes of being able to defend himſelf in that fitu- WM nor 
ation, until he ſhould be joined by a re-enforcement from an 
New-York, which, however, did not arrive. ſtru; 
"FRXXVI. While he remained in this ſituation, De gati 
Viller, a French commander, at the head of nine hun- Mr. 
dred men, being on his march to diſlodge Waſhington, ff a ce 
detached one Jamonville, an inferior officer, with a ſmall I for | 
party, and a formal ſummons to Colonel Wafhington, WM and 
requiting him to quit the fort, which he pretended was it ſh: 
built on ground belonging to the French, or their allies, ¶ over 
So little regard was paid to this intimation, that the Eng- impe 
liſh fell upon this party, and, as the French affirm, WM ran; 
without the leaſt provocation, either flew or took the whole pute: 
detachment, De Vilter, incenſed at theſe unprovoked Ml their 
hoſtilities, marched up to the attack, which Waſhington Wl diſco 
for ſome time ſuſtained under manifold diſadvantages. At WM been 
length, however, he ſurrendered the fort upon capitulation, ¶ alter 
for the performance of which he left two officers as hoſtages ¶ recer 
iti the hands of the French; and in his retreat was terri- WM invei 
_ bly harraffed by the Indians, who plundered his baggage, WM loyal. 
and maſſacred his people. This event was no ſooner notor 


curſions of the enemy. Such an union as ſeemed neceſ- 


Ihe different colonies were divided by different views and 


known in England, than the Britiſh ambaſſador at Paris I lated 


received directions to complain of it to the French mini- lf tothe 


ſtry, as an open violation of the peace; but this repre- lf laws 1 


fentation had no effect. | man 1 


$ XXXVII. Both nations by this time foreſaw that 2 & all 
rupture would be inevitable, and each reſolved to make Wi # cert 
ſuitable preparations. France continued to ſend re- en- & upc 
forcements of men, and ſupplies of ammunition to Que- bis M 


beck, for the proſecution of her ambitious projects; and pleaſu 


the miniſtry of Great - Britain tranſmitted ſalutary caution ef go! 
to the governors of the provinces in North-America, er-· ¶ *rvic: 
horting them to join their endeavours for repelling the 1n- ule for 
gover; 
eil of 
leſs, tl 
o vie) 


ſary for their common preſervation was not eaſily effected. 


intereſts, both religious and political: beſides, every ſet 
5 tlement 


GEORGE n 


nor and the demagogyes of the aſſembly : in other words, 


Mr. Dinwiddie, governor of Virginia, having demanded 
for land, the aſſembly voted his demand illegal, arbitrary, 


it ſhould be deemed an enemy to his country, and ſent 


putes with their proprietari es, while the enemy infeſted 
their frontiers. The colony of New-York was filled with 
diſcontent and animoſity. Sir Danvers Oſborn, who had 
been appointed governor of this province, died immediately 
ater his arrival at New-York, and the inſtructions he had 
received were expoſed to publick cenſure. The preamble 


loyalty, and unanimity which had lately appeared fo 
notorious in the aſſembly of that province, who had vio- 
lated the royal commiſſion and inſtruQions, by aſſuming 
to themſelves the power to diſpoſe of publick money in the 
laws which they had occaſionally paſſed. This gentle- 
man was, therefore, directed to infiſt upon the reformation 


of all thoſe publick abuſes, and upon the eſtabliſhment of 


a certain ſupply for the ſervice of the government, as well 


4 upon the ſettlement of a ſalary for himſelf. Moreover, 
bis Majeſty, in theſe inſtructions, ſignified his will and 
pleaſure, That all money raiſed for the ſupply and ſupport 


o government, or upon any emergency for immediate 
ſervice, ſhould be diſpoſed of and applied properly to the 
ue for which it might be granted, by warrant from the 
governor, by and with the advice and conſent of the coun- 
eil of the province, and no otherwiſe : That, neverthe- 
eſs, the aſſembly ſhould be permitted, from time to time, 
o view and examine the accounts of money dif poſed of, by 


virtue 


gement was diſtracted into factions, formed by the gover- C H a P. 


an oppoſition like that in parliament, and a continual 
ſtruggle between the liberties of the people and the prero- 
gative of the proprietor, whether ſovereign or ſubject. 
a certain perquiſite or fee for every patent he ſhould paſs 
and oppreſſive. They declared, that every man who paid 
over an agent to London, to ſollicit the ſuppreſſion of this 


impoſition. The repreſentatives of the people in Pennſyl- 
vania waſted the time in vain deliberations and violent diſ- 


inveighed ſeverely againſt the want of duty, allegiance, 
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BOOK virtue of laws which they had enacted: That if any hi 
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member of the council, or officer holding place of truſt o Wl He 


profit within the government, ſhould, in any manner WW ord: 


whatever, give his aſſent to, or in any wiſe adviſe or con- ¶ mai 
cur with the aſſembly in paſſing any act or vote, whereby BM try ; 
the royal prerogative might be leſſened or impaired, or any WM whit 
money be raiſed or diſpoſed of for the publick ſervice, con- ¶ enad 


trary to or inconſiſtent with the method preſcribed by WM ſucc 
theſe inſtructions, the governor ſhould forthwith remove ¶ eſtab 
or ſuſpend ſuch counſellor or officer ſo offending, and give Wl Rom 
an immediate account of his proceedings to the commiſſion WW ligio! 
ers of trade and plantations. Theſe were peremptory in- the 
junctions, which plainly proved that the miniſtry was de- ¶ put i 
| termined to ſupport the prerogative with a high hand; ¶ accet 
but it muſt be owned, at the ſame time, that abundance of W iutio1 
provocation had been given, by the inſolent oppoſition of WM mark 
ſome turbulent individuals, who had exerted all their in- WM of thi 
fluence in diſturbing and diſtreſſing the views-and deſigns (2 
of the government. While the Britiſh colonies in Ame- WM from 
rica were, by theſe diviſions, in a great meaſure diſabled WM ing w 
from making vigorous efforts againſt the common enemy, w inf 
the adminiſtration at home began to exert itſelf for their Mall the 
defence. Officers were appointed for two regiments, con- The | 
fiſting of two battalions each, to be raiſed in America, uſed - 
and commanded by Sir William Pepperel and Governor vt al 
Shirley, who had enjoyed the ſame command in the lat tert 
war; anda body of troops was deſtined for the ſame ſet· ¶ me 
viert. a V publiſſ 
$ XXXVIII. The moſt remarkable incident that mark; Vord, 
ed this year on the continent of Europe was the convet-: J thre 
| fion of the Hereditary Prince of Heſſe Caſſel, who had Pirit | 
eſpouſed the Princeſs Mary of England. He now de: tes, 
clared himſelf a Roman Catholick, and was ſuppoſed to ey h 
have been cajoled to this profeſſion by the promiſes of cer Ach o 
tain powers, who flattered his ambition, in order to weak King v 
en the proteſtant intereſt in Germany. His fathef ocee. 
though deeply affected by his ſon's apoſtacy, did not fail to thei 
take immediate meaſures forpreventingthe evilconſequenceſi Herbe 


which 
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which might otherwiſe have flowed from his defection. C H 

He forthwith aſſembled the ſtates of the landgraviate, in was , 

order to take ſuch meaſures as might appear neceſſary to 1754. 

maintain the religion, laws, and conftitution of the coun- ho 

try; and the prince was laid under certain reſtrictions, 

which he did not find it an caſy taſk to ſet afide. It was 

enacted, that when the regency ſhould devolve to him by 

ſucceſhon he ſhould not have it in his power to alter the 

eftabliſhed laws, or grant any church to perſons of the 

Roman communion, for the publick exerciſe of their re- 

ligion 3 and that he ſhould be exduded from all ſhare in 

the education of his ſons, the eldeſt of whom ſhould be 

put in poſſeſſion of the country of Hanau upon his father's 

acceſhon to the regency of the landgraviate. Theſe reſo- 

| utions were guarantied by the Kings of Pruſſia and Den- 

mark, by the Maritime Powers, andthe Evangelick Body 

of the empire. PER Eo 
XXXIX. The exile of the parliament of Paris, far 

rom having intimidated the other tribunals from perform- 

ing what they apprehended to be their duty, ſerved only 

to inflame the diſcontents of the people, and to animate 

all the courts of juſtice to a full exertion of their authority. 

The chatelet continued to proſecute thoſe prieſts who re- 

erica, ¶ fuſed the ſaerament to perſons whoſe conſciences would 

ernor Wi not allow them to ſubſcribe to the bull Unigenitus, even 

ie laſt after three of their members were ſent to the Baſtile. The 

e ſer-M ame proſecutions were carried on, and bold remonſtrances 
publiſhed by the parliaments of Aix and Rouen. Ina 

mark · I vord, the whole kingdom was filled with ſuch confuſion 

"nver-W = threatened a total ſuppreſſion of juſtice, in a general 

o had Pirit of diſaffection, and univerſal anarchy. The pre- 

w dei tes, mean while, ſeemed to triumph in the combuſtion 

ſed to tity had raiſed. They entered into aſſociat ions to ſupport 

of cer ch other; they intrigued at court, and harraſſed the 

weab i King with inſolent declarations, till he grew tired of their 


P. 


father; Proceedings, and opened his eyes to the fatal conſequences 
fail tu their pride and obſtinacy. He even took an opportunity 
ny i exhorting the Archbiſhop of Paris to act more ſuitably 
wc | 5 


to 
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Enſenada's intrigues, ordered that miniſter to be arreſted 


Liſbon: 
others deprived of their property, and obliged to quit thc 
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from exile, and they returned in triumph, amidſt the ac. 
clamations of the people, who celebrated their arrival at 
Paris with the moſt extravagant demonſtrations of joy; 
and the archbiſhop, notwithſtanding the King's expreſs 


declaration to the contrary, ſtill perſiſting in countenan- 
eing the recuſant prieſts, was baniſhed to Conflans-ſous. 
Charenton. 


XL. In Spain the intereſt of Great-Britain was ſo warm- 
ly eſpouſed, and ſo powertully ſupported by Mr. Wall, 


who had been reſident in England, that the French party, 
though countenanced by the 
with all the influence of the Marquis de la Enſenada, the 


Queen-mother, and ſuſtained 


prime miniſter, was totally defeated. 'The King being 
convinced that it would be for the intereſt of his ſubjects 
to live on good terms with England, and well appriſed of 


and confined, and beſtowed upon Mr. Wall the beſt part 
of his employments. Nevertheleſs, the Spaniards in the 
Weſt-Indies continued to oppreſs the ſubjects of Great- 
Britain employed in cutting logwood in the bay of Hondu- 
ras ; and repreſentations on this head being made to the 


court of Madrid, the diſpute was amicably adjuſted between 


Mr. Wall and Sir Benjamin Keene, the Britiſh ambaſſador. 
W hile the intereſt of Britain thus triumphed in Spain, it 
ſeemed to loſe ground at the court of Liſbon. His Portu- 
gueſe Majeſty had formed vaſt projects of an active com- 


merce, and even eſtabliſhed an Eaſt- India company: 


the mean time he could not help manifeſting his chagrin ; 
the great quantities of gold which were yearly exported 


from his dominions, as the balance due from his ſubjeds 


on Engliſh commodities. In his endeavours to check this 
tralen which he deemed ſo detrimental to his ſubjects, he 
inflited hardſhips on the Britiſh merchants ſettled at 
ſome were impriſoned on frivolous pretences 3 


kt: ngdom. He inſiſted upon laying an impoſition of tuo 


per cent. on ail the Portugueſe gold that ſhould be ex- 
ported; 


0 R OR O E Il 393 


tent | ported 3 but the profits of the trade would not bear ſuch an c H A k. 
2c- exaction. Mean while, there being a ſcarcity of corn in III. 

I at Portugal, the kingdom was ſupplied from England; and 75 ag 
oy ; he people having nothing but gold to purchaſe this ne- 


cefſary ſupply, the King ſaw the neceſſity of conniving at 
the exportation of his coin, and the trade reverted into its 
ſous- WM former channel. | | EY, 
$ XLI. On the fourteenth day of November the King 
arm- of Great-Britain opened the ſeſſion of parliament with an 
Vall, harangue, which intimated nothing of an approaching 
arty, WW rupture. He ſaid, That the general ſtate of affairs in 
uincd Europe had undergone very little alteration ſince their laſt 
„the Wi nccting ; that he had lately received the ſtrongeſt aſſuran- 
being Nees from his good brother the King of Spain of friendſhip 
jects Wand confidence, which he would cultivate with harmony 
ed of Wind good faith. He declared his principal view ſhould be 
eſted o ſtrengthen the foundation, and ſecure the duration of a 
part general peace; to improve the preſent advantages of it for 
promoting the trade of his good ſubjects, and protecting 
thoſe poſſeſſions which conſtituted one great ſource of their 
wealth and commerce. Finally, he exhorted them to 
complete their plan for appropriating the forfeited eſtates 
in the Highlands to the ſervice of the publick. He pro- 
ably avoided mentioning the encroachments of France, 
wat he might ſupply no handle for debates on the addreſs, 
which was carried in both Houſes almoſt without oppo- 


com- ion. The government ſeemed determined to humble 
: in be inſolence of the French councils ; and this diſpoſition 
rin at us ſo agreeable to the people in general, that they grudg- 


d no expenſe, and heartily concurred with the demands 


bjcas Ws the miniſtry. 

k this XLII. The Commons granted for the ſervice of the 
ds, he Nenuing year four millions ſeventy-three thouſand ſeven 
ed at wndred and twenty- nine pounds; one million of that ſum 
nces; WW Pretsly given for enabling his Majeſty to augment his 
nit the N berces by Iand and fea. Thirty-two thouſand pounds were 


aotted as a ſubſidy to the King of Poland, and twenty 
wuſang to the EleQor of Bavaria. Theſe gratifications 
- met 


| 
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J. 
ef 
0 
* 
. 
1 
[4 


HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 


met with little or no oppoſition in the committe of ſupply ; 
becauſe it was taken for granted, that, in caſe of a rupture, 
France would endeavour to avail herſelf of her ſuperiority 
by land, by invading his Britannick Majeſty's German 
dominions ; and therefore it might be neceſſary to ſecure 
the aſſiſtance of ſuch allies on the continent. That the 


prognoſticated aright, with reſpect to the deſigns of that 
ambitious power, will ſoon appear in the courſe of this by 
hiſtory ; which will alſo demonſtrate how little dependence Wl ur 
is to be placed upon the profeſſed attachment of ſubſidiary the 
princes. The ſupplies were raiſed by the ſtanding Mae 
branches of the revenue, the land tax and malt tax, anda WM 
lottery for one million ; one hundred thouſand pounds of the 
it to be deducted for the ſervice of the publick, and the Nei 
remaining nine hundred thouſand to be charged on the full 
produce of the ſinking fund, at the rate of three per cent. Mat 
per annum, to commence from the fifth day of January Ws; 
in the year one thouſand ſeven hundred and fifty-ſix. The WMinte 
civil tranſactions of this ſeſſion were confined to a tew ob- Wen: 
jects. Divers new regulations were made for encouraging ¶ Nev 
and improving the whale and white herring fiſhery, as well nor 
as for finiſhing and putting in a proper ſtate of defence 2 One 
new fort, lately built at Anamaboe on the coaſt of Africa. ¶ dip 
$ XLIIL. Mr. Pitt, the paymaſter-general of the forces, Wſhou 
brought in a bill, which will ever remain a ſtanding monu- Wkite 
ment of his humanity. The poor diſabled veterans, who nen 
enjoyed the penſion of Chelſea hoſpital, were ſo iniqu- Wcany 
touſly oppreſſed by a ſet of miſcreants, who ſupplied them Willa 
with money per advance, at the moſt exorbitant rates of Hef ir 
uſury, that many of them, with their families, were in mtr 
danger of ſtarving ; and the intention of government in nent 
granting ſuch a comfortable ſubſiſtence was in a great Wen 


meaſure defeated. Mr. Pitt, perceiving that this evil ren 
originally flowed from the delay of the firſt payment, which inen 
the penſioner could not touch till the expiration of * Wit mc 
whole year after he had been put upon the liſt, removed t le 
this neceſſity of borrowing, by providing in the bill, that 


Half a year's penſion ſhould be advanced half a year belore 
| it 
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ply; N tis due; andthe practice of uſury was effectually prevented c HA P. 


ture, Wi by a clauſe, enaQing, that all contracts ſhould be void by 
ority Wi which any penſion might be mortgaged. This humane 
man Bi regulation was unanimouſly approved, and having paſſed 
ecure Wl through both Houſes with uncommon expedition, received 
they Wil the royal aſſent. 

F that (XLIV. Netwithſlanding the unanimity ani ſted 
F this by the Commons, in every thing relating to the mea- 
dence ſures for acting vigorouſly againſt the common enemy of 
idiary me nation, they were remarkably diſturbed and divided by 
nding Wl: conteſted election of members for Oxfordſhire. In the 
and a ¶ courſe of this diſpute, the ſtrength and influence of what 


ads of Wi they called the old and new intereſt, or, to ſpeak more in- 
id the 


on the 
* cent, 
muary 
The 
ew ob- 
raging 
as well 


fully difplayed. The candidates ſuſtained on the ſhoulders 


vir James Daſhwood : their competitors, whom the new 
ntereſt ſupported, and of conſequence the miniſtry coun- 
tenanced, were Lord Parker and Sir Edward Turner. 
Never was any contention of this kind maintained with 
more ſpirit and animoſity, or carriedon at a greaterexpenſe. 
ence 2 ¶ One would have imagined that each fide conſidered it as a 
Africa. 
forces, 
monu- 
3, who 
iniqui- 
d them 
-ates of 
ere in 
nent in 
great 
is evil 
| which 
n ofa 
-moved 
Il, that 
r belore 

if 


ktters of corruption. Noblemen and gentlemen, clergy- 


canvaſſing for either fide, throughout every townſhip and 
ge in the county. Scandal emptied her whole quiver 


not remiſs in promiſes and preſents : houſes of entertain- 
[rent were opened; and nothing was for ſome time to be 
ken but ſcenes of tumult, riot, and intoxication. The 
revenue of many an independent prince on the con- 
nent would not have been ſufficient to afford ſuch ſums 
a money as were expended in the courſe of this diſpute. 
at length they proceeded to election, and the ſheriff made 
double return of all the four candidates, fo that not one 
0 them could ſit, and the county remained without a re- 


telligibly, of the Tories and Whigs in that county, were 


of the old intereſt, were Lord Viſcount Wenman and 


dipute which muſt have determined, whether the nation 
ſhould enjoy its ancient liberty, or tamely ſubmit to the 


nen and ladies, employed all their talents and induſtry in 


q infinuation, calumny, and. lampoon ; corruption was 


preſentative | 


ven 
yy =mnd 
1754. 
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B O O K preſentative until this ambiguous affair could be decided 
III. 


1754. 


to anſwer: that Lord Wenman and Sir James Daſh wood 


their own before the writ ſhould be returned : that the) 
as engroſſed the attention of the court till the twent): 


ſwer any of theſe objections till the twenty-eighth and on 
the thirtieth the ſheriff, having cloſed the ſcrutiny, made 
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in the Houſe of Commons. About the middle of Novem. 
ber petitions being preſented by the four candidates, az 
well as by the gentlemen, clergy, and other freeholders of 
the county, complaining of an undue election, and double Mort. 
return, the matter of theſe petitions was heard at the bar 


of the Houſe on the third day of December. The counſel In g 


for Lord Wenman and Sir James Daſhwood alledged, that WM han 


they had the majority of votes upon the poll, and this cir. ind 


cumſtance was admitted by the counſel on the other fide; diſq 
then they proceeded to prove by evidence, that, after cloſing Milf o. 
the poll, the ſheriff declared the majority of votes to be in d 
favour of theſe two candidates, and adjourned the cout de; 
from the twenty-third day of April to the eighth of May; le 


ſo that the ſcrutiny demanded, and granted on the behalf ofyroc 
Lord Parker and Sir Edward Turner could not be diſcuſſed heir 


before the laſt day of the month, when the writ was re- the c 
turnable ; that the ſcrutiny did not begin till the ninth Marti 
day of May, when the time was protracted by diſputes that 
about the manner in which it ſhould be carried on; that erid 
Lord Parker and Sir Edward Turner were allowed to ob- hold 


je&, through the whole poll, to the votes on the other en, 
| fide, on pretence that their competitors ſhould be permitted bat 


to anſwer theſe objections, and, in their turn, object through 
the whole poll to the voters for Lord Parker and Sir Ed- 
ward Turner, who ſhould, in the laſt place, have leave 


had diſapproved of this method, becauſe they apprehended 
it might induce their competitors to make ſuch a number o 
frivolous objections, that they ſhould not have time 0 
anſwer one half of them, much leſs to make objections 0 
forefaw ſuch a number of frivolous objections were made, 
ſeventh day of May; ſo that they could not begin to an- 


the double return. The proof being exhibited, the wy 
| 5 : 


T3000 
cided el infiſted, that, as they had eſtabliſhed a majority on the 


vem- WE poll, and demonſtrated that this majority neither was nor 


e's, as could be {overthrown by ſuch an unfiniſhed ſcrutiny, it 
ers of Wl was incumbent on the other fide to proceed upon the merits 
louble of the election, by endeavouring to overthrow that ma- 


ne bar WM jority of which their clients were in poſſeſſion. A queſtion | 


ounſel WM in the Houſe being carried to the ſame purpoſe, Lord Wen- 
„that MW man and Sir James Daſhwood objected to five hundred 


15 cir- and thirty voters on the other ſide, whom they propoſed to 


r fide : WW diſqualify. Their counſel examined ſeveral witneſſes, to 
-lohng WM prove the partiality of the ſheriff in favour of Lord Parker 
in WF ind Sir Edward Turner, and to detect theſe candidates in 
the practice of bribery ; for which purpoſe they produced 
a letter in their own handwriting. They alterwards 
rroceeded to diſqualify particular votes, and ſummed up 
their evidence on the twenty-firſt day of January. Then 
the counſel for the other fide began to refute the charge of 
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that had been made to particular voters. They produced 
evidence to prove, that cuſtomary freeholds, or cuſtomary 
boldings, had voted at elections in the counties of Glamor- 
zan, Monmouth, Glouceſter, Wells, and Hereford ; and 
that the cuſtomary tenants of the manor of Woodſtock, in 
Oxfordſhire, had been reputed capable of voting, and even 


linued to examine evidences, argue and refute, prove and 
tiſprove, until the twenty-third day of April, when, after 
bme warm debates and diviſions in the Houſe, Lord Par- 
ler and Sir Edward Turner were declared duly elected: 
and the clerk of the crown was ordered to amend the re- 
turn, by eraſing the names oſ Lord Wenman and Sir 
james Daſn wood. Many who preſumed to think for them- 
ſelves, without recollecting the power and influence of the 


34 wich, however, might have eaſily been foreſeen ; inaſ- 
an F much as, during the courſe of the proceedings, moſt, if 

; . wt all, of the many queſtions debated in the Houſe were 
e coun- 


determined by a great majority in favour of the new in- 


K tereſt, 


ſartiality and corruption; and to anſwer the objections 


"ted at elections for that county. In a word, they con- 


adminiſtration, were aſtoniſhed at the iſſue of this diſpute; 
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10 6 K tereſt. A great number of copy-holders had been admitted 


avoided determining the queſtion 3 Whether copy-holder 


deductions, have not a right to vote for knights to repre 


puts it often in the power of the ſheriff to return which of 
the candidates he pleaſes to ſupport 3 for, if the majority of 
the voting copy-holders adheres to the intereſt of his f 
vourites, he will admit their votes both on the poll andthe 


jn equipping a powerful armament, and made no ſcruplett 
| own it was intended for North-America. Towards the 
latter end of March Sir Thomas Robinſon, ſecretary c 


poſſeſſions which conſtitute one great ſource of the com 
merce and wealth of his kingdom, he now found it nt 
ceſſary to acquaint the Houſe of Commons, that the preſe 


beſt tend to preſerve the general peace of Europe, and it 
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to vote at this election, and the ſheriff incurred no cenſut 
for allowing them to take the oath appointed by law to be 
taken by freeholders: nevertheleſs, the Commons careful 


poſſeſſed of the yearly value of forty ſhillings, clear of al 


ſent the ſhire within which their copy-hold eftates ar: 
ſituated ? This point being left doubtful by the legiſlature 


ſcrutiny 3 whereas, ſhould they be otherwiſe diſpoſed, he 
will reje& them as unqualified. What effect this practice 
may have upon the independency of parliament every per 
ſon muſt perceive, who reflects, than in almoſt all the 
counties of England the high ſheriffs are annually appoint 
ed by the miniſter for the time being. To, 
$ XLV. The attention of the legiſlature was chief 


turned upon the conduct of France, which preſerved nc A 
medium, but ſeemed intent upon ſtriking ſome importan * 
blow, that might ſerve as a declaration of war. At Breſt F . 
and other ports in that kingdom, the French were employec = 


ſtate, brought a meſſage from the King to the parliament 
intimating, That his Majeſty having at the beginning of the 
ſeſſion declared his principal object was to preſerve thi 
publick tranquillity, and at the ſame time to protect thok 


ſituation of affairs made it requiſite to augment his force 
by ſea and land, and to take ſuch other meaſures as might 


ſecure the juſt rights and poſſeſſions of his crown in Ame 
| rica 
puniſ 
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rica, as well as to repel any attempts whatſoever that might C H A P. 
be made to ſupport or countenance any deſigns which 3 J 
ſhould be formed againſt his Majeſty and his kingdoms; 15755. 
and his Majeſty doubted not but his faithful Commons, on 

whoſe affection and zeal he entirely relied, would enable 

him to make ſuch augmentations, and to take ſuch mea- 

ſures for ſupporting the honour of his crown, and the true 

intereſts of his people, and for the ſecurity of his domi- 

nions in the preſent critical conjuncture, as the exigency of 

afairs might require; in doing which his Majeſty would 

have as much regard to the eaſe of his good ſubjects as 

ſhould be conſiſtent with their ſafety and welfare. In an- 

ſyer to this meſſage a very warm and affectionate addreſs 

was preſented to his Majeſty ; and it was on this occaſion 

that the million was granted for augmenting his forces by 

ſa and land*. The court of Verſailles, notwithſtanding 

the aſhduity and diſpatch which they were exerting in 
equipping armaments, and embarking troops, for the ſup- 

port of their ambitious ſchemes in America, ſtill continued 

to amuſe the Britiſh miniſtry with general declarations, 

that no hoſtility was intended, nor the leaſt infringement of 

the treaty. 

{XLVI. The Earl of 8 the Engliſh ambaſſa- 

Gr at Paris, having lately died in that city, theſe aſſur- 

aces were communicated to the court of London by the 

Marquis de Mirepoix, who reſided in England with the 

ame character, which he had ſupported ſince his firſt ar- 

ral with equal honour and politeneſs. On this occaſion 
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a f ment . ; J 

lia fn be himſelf was ſo far impoſed upon by the inſtructions he 
ng 01 HH e . 
ſerve the 3 oy 

” 15 * The miniſtry having reſolved to ſend a body of forces to America, to 
e | 


in conjunction with the provincial troops raiſed on that continent, it be- 


the com ame neceſſary that the mutiny act ſhould be rendered more clear and exten 


1d it ne: When this bill, therefore, fell under conſideration, it was improved 
* preſe th a new clauſe, providing, * That all officers and ſeldiers of any troops 
deing muſtered and 3n pay, which are or ſhall be raiſed in any of the Bri. 


his forcet 
as migh 

85 and 00 
in Ame 
rica 


uh provinces in America, by authority of the reſpective governors or go- 
'nments thereof, ſhall, at all times, and i in all places, when they happen 
to join or act in conjunction with his Majeſty's Britiſh forces, be liable to 
martial law and diſcipline, in like manner, to all intents and purpoſes, as 


he Britiſh forces are and ſhall be ſubject to the ſame trial, I and 
runinment. * | 
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had received, that he believed the profeſſions of his court 11 


were ſincere, and ſeriouſly endeavoured to prevent a rup- Wl fu 


ture between the two nations. At length, however, their de 
preparations were ſo notorious that he began to ſuſpea Ml 
the conſequence ; and the Engliſh miniſtry produced ſuch 0 
proofs of their inſincerity and double dealing, that he n 


ſeemed to be ſtruck with aſtoniſhment and chagrin. He Ml le 


repaired to France, and upbraided the miniſtry of Verſailles ſho 
for having made him the tool of their diſſimulation. They of 
referred him to the King, who ordered him to return to Th 
London, with freſh aſſurances of his pacifick intentions: bee 


but his practice agreed ſo ill with his profeſſions, that the {MI * 


ambaſſador had ſcarce obtained an audience to communi. ac 
cate them, when undoubted intelligence arrived, that af. 
powerful armament was ready to fail from Breſt and Roche. cha. 
fort. The government of Great-Britain, arouſed by this ee 
information, immediately took the moſt expeditious me- ed 
thods for equipping a ſquadron ; and towards the [atter oler 
end of April, Admiral Boſcawen failed with eleven ſhips i'm 
of the line and one frigate, having on board a conſiderable ¶ e pt 
number of land- forces, to attend the motions of the ene- re 
my: but more certain and particular intelligence arriving u 
ſoon after, touching the ſtrength of the French fleet, which 
conſiſted of twenty-five ſhips of the line, beſides frigates 
and tranſports, with a great quantity of warlike ſtores, 
and four thouſand regular troops, commanded by the 
Baron Dieſkau, Admiral Holbourne was detached with 


| fix ſhips of the line, and one frigate, to re-enforce Mr. Bo 


cawen ; and a great number of capital ſhips were put in 
commiſſion. In the beginning of May the French fleet, 
commanded by Mr. Macnamara, an officer of Iriſh ex: 
traction, ſailed from Breſt, directing his courſe to Nortl- 
America; but, after having proceeded beyond the chop 
of the Engliſh channel, he returned with nine of the cap! 
tal ſhips, while the reſt of the armament continued their 
courſe, under the direction of M. Bois de la Mothe. 

XLVII. On the twenty- fifth day of April the King 


went to the Houſe of Lords, where, after giving thc wy 
| 8 | | allen 
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ſum out of the ſinking- fund, for the relief of inſolvent 
debtors, for the better regulation of the marine forces on 
ſhore, for the better raiſing of marines and ſeamen; and 
to ſeveral other publick and private bills; his Majeſty put 


an end to the ſeſſion of parliament by a ſpeech, in which 


he acquainted the two houſes, That the zeal they had 
ſhown for ſupporting the honour, rights, and poſſeſſions 


of his crown had afforded him the greateſt ſatisfaction: 


That his defire to pteſerve the publick tranquillity had 
been ſincere and uniform: That he had religiouſly adher- 


ed to the ſtipulations of the treaty of Aix-la-Chapelle, and 
made it his care not to injure or offend any power whatſoe- 


jer; but that he never could entertain a thought of pur- 
chaſing the name of peace at the expenſe of ſuffering en- 
croachments upon, of of yielding up, what juſtly belong- 


ſolemn treaties: That the vigour and firmneſs of his par- 
be prepared for ſuch contingencies as might happen: That 


could be agreed upon; he would be ſatisfied, and, at att 
rents, rely on the juſtice of his cauſe, the effectual ſup- 
wort of his people, and the protection of Divine Provi- 
fence. 
* of you 


Hr. Bo- 


k put in 
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the King 
the royal 
aſſent 


aſſent to the bills then depending; for granting a tertain c HAF 


td to Great-Britain, either by ancient poſſeſhon or by 
lament; on this important occaſion, had enabled him to 


it reaſonable and honourable terms of accommodation 


The parliament was then prorogued to the twen⸗ 
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| $ 1. Preparations for war. { Il. Carl Paulet's motion againſl 
during his Majeſty's abſence. $ IV. Beoſcawen's expedition. 


' Engliſh in America. Col. Monckton takes Beau Sejuur 
$ VIII. General Braddact's unfortunate expedition. 9 IN. 


_ .agara reſolued on. {F XII. Gen. Johnſon encamps at Lale 
George. J XIII. Where he is attacked by the French, who 


Neglect of the Engliſh, in not fortifying it. XVIII. Er. 
pedition againſi Niagara. & XIX. Gen. Shirley return 
10 Albany. End of the campaign in America. & XX. 


4 XXL Treaty of the King of Great-Britain with tht 
| Landgrave of Heffe-Gaffel, & XXII. News of the cap 
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the King's going to Hanover. & III. Regency appointed 


4 Mc, „% a 8 2 


 Alcide and Lys taken. V. French ambaſſador recalled. 
$ VI. Their trade greatly diſtreſſed. & VII. Affairs of the 


He falls into an ambuſeade 3 is defeated and filled. & X. 
Diſagreement between the governor and aſſembly of Pemſjl 
vania. I XI. Expedition againſt Crown-Point and M. 


are entirely defeated. & XIV. Bravery of Captain M Gin. 
nes. XV. Gen. Johnſon created a baronet. XVI. 
Defeription of Fort Ofwego and Lake Ontario. 9 XVII. 


Fruitleſs intrigues. of the French in Spain and Germany 


ture of the Alcide and Lys reaches England. XXIII 


The King returns from Hanover, and concludes a treat 


with Ruſſia. & XXIV. Declaration of the French mii lam 
fer at the court of Vienna. & XXV. Spirited declaratuſi 
of the King of Pruſſia. & XXVI. The French mai ay 
another unſucceſsful attempt upon the court of Shai 1 
XXVII. The Imperial court refufe auxiliaries to EN Wl t 
land. & XXVIII. The French take the Blandford man 4 ſh 
var, but return it. & XXIX. State of the Engliſh a * 
French navies. & XXX. Seſſion opened. & XXX 4 . 


Remarkable addreſſes of the Lords and Commons, & XXXI 
His Majeflys anſwer. & XXXIII. Alterations in # 
miniſtry. Mr. Fox made ſecretary of ſtate. 9 XXIV 

i! paul? Be "Suppl 


n RG EF Ik © 


Supplies "voted, 8 XXXV. Tribal” at Liſbon. 
CXXXVI. Relief voted by parliament ts the Portugueſe. 

$ XXX VII Troops, c. voted. S XXXVIII. Muti- 

: y bill, marine, and mariners afts continued. & XXXIX. 
ain 1 for raiſing a regiment of foot in North- America. 
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nt XL. Maritime laws of England extended to America. 


lition. 5 XIII. Quiet of Treland reflored. $XLII. Treaty 


called. included with Pruffia. & XLIII. New militia bill 


of the paſſed by the Commons, but Fj by the Lords. $ XLIV. 


1 Selon cloſed. „„ 

| 9X. (1. Wien all Europe was in faſpenſe about the © 
enn fate of the Engliſh and French ſquadrons, 
id M. preparations for a vigorous ſea war were going forward in 


5 wi french court flattered itſelf that Great-Britain, out of 
1 tenderneſs to his Majeſty's German dominions, would ab- 
5 ain from hoſtilities. Mirepoix continued to have fre- 


ſeeret that their admirals, particularly Boſcawen, had or- 
gers to attack the French ſhips wherever they fhould meet 
them. On the other hand, Monſ. de Mirepoix declared, 


clarati parts of this kingdom, as well as in Ireland; and great 


nch mal ſemiums were given not only by the government, but 
Shai lb, over and above his Majeſty's bounty, by almoſt. 
75 Fm ll the confiderable cities and towns in England, to ſuch 
a # ſhould inliſt voluntarily for ſailors or ſoldiers. Other 
T 10% al hanches of the public ſervice went on with equal alacrity : 
8 Cul ind ſuch was the eagerneſs of the people to lend their 
XX money to the government, that inſtead of one million, 
ns in #0 Mich was to be raiſed by way of lottery, three millions 


ht hundred and eighty thouſand pounds were ſubſcribed 


l 
XXX immediately. 


Supp 1 44- 1 


That his maſter would conſider the firſt gun fired at ſea 
n a hoſtile manner as a declaration of war. This me- 
mce, far from intimidating the Engliſh, animated them 
to redonble their preparations for war. The preſs for 
tamen was carried on with extraordinary vigour in all 


England with an unparallelled ſpirit and ſucceſs. Still the 


quent conferences with the Britiſh miniſtry, who made no 


494 

BOOK II. The ſituation of affairs requiring his Majeſty to 

DE to Germany this ſummer; great apprehenſions aroſe 
75%. in the minds of many, left the French ſhould either in- 


Paulet had made a motion in the Houſe of Lords, humbly 


ticle in the compact between the crown and the people: 
That though this artiele was repealed in the late reign, 


Majeſty to acquaint the parliament with his intended de- 


his parliament on all occaſions; but that his Majeſty's de- 


of England ; but would alſo fill his loyal ſubje&s with the de la 
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tercept him in his journey, or prevent his return. Earl 


to repreſent to his Majeſty, © That it was an article in 
the original act of ſettlement by which. the ſucceſſion of 
theſe kingdoms devolved to his electoral houſe; that the 
King ſhould not go to his foreign dominions without the 
conſent of parliament; and that this was æ principal ar- 


yet, till of late, it had always been the cuſtom for his 


parture to his German, dominions, both in regard to the 
true ſenſe and ſpirit of the act that placed him on the 
throne, as well as for the paternal kindneſs of his royal 
heart, and the condeſcenſion he had been ſo good to ſhow 


claration of his deſign to viſit, his eleQoral eſtates had 
always come on the laſt day of a ſeſſion, when it was too 
late for the great conſtitutional council of the crown to 
offer ſuch advice as might otherwiſe have been expedient 
and neceſſary : That his Majeſty's leaving his kingdoms 5 


in a conjuncture ſo pregnant with diſtreſs, ſo denuncia- ry 
tive of danger, would not only give the greateſt advan-| As 4 


rage to fuch as might be diſpoſed to ſtir up diſaffection and 4 
diſcontent, and to the conſtitutional and national enemies 8 


moſt affecting concern, and moſt gloomy fears, as wel thef 
for their own ſafety, as for that of their ſovereign, whoſe Iv 
invaluable life, at all times of the utmoſt conſequence to 
his people, was then infinitely ſo, by reaſon of his great W 

experience, the affection of every one to his royal perſon, wht 


and the minority of the heir apparent.” Suck was m Ko 
purport of this motion; but it was not ſeconded by 2") 5 
of the other lords. 3 N . 
| | | IC 
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that there would, during his abſence, be no good agree- 


ing perſons: his royal highneſs William Duke of Cum- 


Phillip Earl of Hardwicke, lord high chancellor; John 
Earl of Granville, preſident of the council; 3 Charles 
Duke of Marlborough, lord privy-ſeal; John Duke of 


the Duke of Newcaftle, firſt commiſſioner of the Trea- 


of Holdernefſe, one of the fecretaries of ſtate ; the Earl 
of Rochford, groom of the ſtole ; the Marquis of Har- 
tington, lord-licutenant of Ireland ; Lord Anſon, firſt 
commiſſioner of the Admiralty ; 3 Sir Thomas Robinfon, 
ſecretary of ſtate 3 and Henry Fox, Eſq. ſecretary at war. 


YN His Majeſty ſet out from St. James's on the twenty-eighth 

ad of April early in the morning, embarked at Harwich in 
"= the afternoon, landed the next day at TENG, and . 
3 arrived at Hanover on the ſecond of May. 

1 (IV. Admiral Boſcawen, with eleven ſhips of the line 
and a frigate, having taken on board two regiments at 
5 Plymouth, ſailed from thence on the twenty. ſeventh of 


April for the banks of Newfoundland; and, in a few 
days after his arrival there, the French fleet from Breſt 
came to the ſame ſtation, under the command of M. Bois 
de la Mothe. But the thick togs which prevailed upon 
theſe coaſts, eſpecially at that time of the year, kept the 
two armaments from ſeeing each other; and part of the 


whilſt another part of them. went round, and got into the 
ame river through the ſtraits of Bellcifle, by a way which 


line, However, whilſt the Engliſh fleet lay off Cape Race, 


Was thonght to be the moſt proper ſituation for inter- 


ment amongſt the regency, which conſiſted of the follow- 


berland ; Thomas Lord Archbiſhop of Canterbury; © 


Rutland, ſteward of the houſehold ; Charles Duke of 
Grafton, lord chamberlain; Archibald Duke of Argyle; 


fury ; the Duke of Dorſet, maſter of the horſe ; the Earl 


French ſquadron eſcaped up the river St Laurence, 


was never known to be attempted before by ſhips of the 


which is the ſouthernmoſt point of Newfoundland, and 


cepting | 
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FI. The general uneaſineſs, on account of his Ma- CH AP, 


IV. 


jeſty's departure, was greatly increaſed by an apprehenſion 
1755. 
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the Lys, pierced for ſixty four guns, but mounting: only 


board, being ſeparated from the reſt of their. fleet in the 


| Engliſh, ſquadron ; and after à ſmart engagement, which 
| laſted ſome hours, and in which Captain (afterwards 


Though the capture of theſe ſhips, from which the com- 
mencement of the war may in faq be dated, fell greatly 
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cepting the enemy, two French ſhips, the Alcide, of 
ſixty-ſour guns, and four hundred and eighty. men, and 


was the 
The vaſ 
in all pr 
Br itain, 
n Eure 
ſhips, w 
topped, 
eight 
admiral. 
the end 
& July 
ward, V 
loop; 
returnec 
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twenty-two, having eight- companies of land forces on 


fog, fell in with the Dunkirk, Captain Howe, and the 
Defiance, Captain Andrews, two ſixty gun ſhips of the 


Lord) Howe behaved. with the greateſt ſkill and intrepidi. 
ty, were both taken, with ſeveral conſiderable officers and 
engineers, and about eight thouſand pounds in money, 


ſhort of what was hoped for from this expedition ; 3 yet, 


when the news of it. reached England, it was of infinite 
ſervice to the publick credit of every kind, nd. animated 


the whole nation, who now ſaw plainly that the govern- 
ment was determined to keep no further meaſures with 
the French, but juſtly to repel force by forge, and put a 
ſtop to their ſending more men and arms tq invade the pro- 
perty of the Engliſh 1 in America, as they had hitherto done 
with impunity. The French, who, for ſome time, did 
not even attempt to make repriſals on our ſhipping, would 
gladly have choſen to avoid a war at that time, and to 
haye continued extending their encroachments. on our ſet- 
tiements, till they had executed their grand plan of ſecur- 
ing a communication from the Miſſiſſi ppi to Canada, by 
a line of forts, many of which they had already erected. 
$ V. Upon the arrival of the news of this action at 


Paris, the French ambaſſador, M. de Mirepoix, was re- 


called from London, and M. de Buſſy from Hanover, 


in a publick character. 


where he had juſt arrived, to attend the King of England 
They complained loudly of Bok 
cawen's attacking the ſhips, as a breach of national faith: 

but it' was juftly retorted on the part of England, that their 
encroachments in America had 8 repriſals both 


martha and necefl; ary. The reſolution of making them 


was 


laſt mo 


of the [1 


2 cruiſe 
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CEORGE. II. 


of Nas the effect of mature deliberation i in the Engliſh council. C H A p. 


he vaſt increaſe of the French marine of late years, which 


Prrain, occaſioned an order for making repriſals general 
in Europe as well as in America; and that all French 
ſhips, whether out ward or homeward bound, ſhould be 


he ſtopped, and brought into Britiſh ports. To give the greater 
ch Nreight to thefe orders, it was reſolved to ſend out thoſe 
d; admirals who had diſtinguiſhed ithemſelves moſt towards 


the end of the laſt war. Accordingly, on the twenty-firſt 
of July, Sir Edward Hawke ſailed on a cruiſe to the weſt⸗ 
vard, with eighteen ſhips of the line, a frigate, and a 


returned to England about the latter end of September and 
the beginning of October; on the fourteenth of which 
te Walt month another fleet, conſiſting of twenty-two ſhips 
ed Nef the line, two frigates, and two loops, failed again on 
n- MW cruiſe to the weſtward under Admiral Byng, in hopes 
h Nef intercepting the French ſquadron under Duguay, and 
a MWlikewiſe that commanded by La Mothe, in caſe of its 


1. MWrcturn from America. But this fleet likewiſe returned to 


ic bithead on the twenty-ſecond of November, without 
d {Wiaving been able to effect any thing, though it was allow- 
d d by all, that the admiral had acted judiciouſly in the 
to choice of his ſtations. _ 

t- VI. While theſe meaſures v were purſued, for the general 
feurity of the Britiſh coaſts and trade in Europe, ſeveral 


| by the month of Auguſt; and twenty-four ſhips and twelve 
calliers were then taken into the ſervice of the government, 


French trade was ſo annoyed by the Engliſh cruiſers, that 
1 before the end of this year three hundred of their mer- 
\ Wl Sant ſhips, many of which, from St. Domingo and Mar- 
nico, were extremely rich, and eight thouſand of their 
| failors, 


in all probability would ſoon be employed againſt Great- 


bop; but, not meeting with the French fleet, theſe ſhips. 


new ſhips of war were begun, and finiſhed with the utmoſt 
expedition, in his Majeſty's docks ;: twelve frigates and 
ſoops, contracted for in private yards, were completed 


do be fitted out as veſſels of war, to carry twenty guns and 
ae hundred and twenty men cach.—In the mean time the 


1 
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ments they had made upon that province. 
towards the end of May, the governor ſent a large de. 


HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 
By cheſe cap- 


tures the Britiſh'miniſtry anſwered many purpoſes : they 


deprived the French of a great body of ſeamen, and with. 
held from them a very large property, the want'of which 


greatly diſtreſſed their people, and ruined: many. of their 


traders. Their outward-bound merchant ſhips were in- 


ſured at the rate of thirty per cent. whilſt the Engliſh paid 


no more than the common inſurance, This intolerable 
burthen was felt by all degrees of people amongſt them: 
their miniſtry was publickly reviled, even by their parlia. 


ments; ; and the French name, fem being the terrour, 


began to be the contempt of Europe. Their uncaſines 
was alſo not a little heightened by new broils between their 


King and the parliament of Paris, occaſioned by the ob- 


ſtinacy of the clergy of that kingdom, who ſeemed de. 


' termined to ſupport the church, in all events, againſt the 
ſecular tribunals,” and, as much as poſſible, to enforce 


the obſervance of the bull Unigenitus, which had long 


been the occaſion of ſo many diſputes among them. Hov- 
ever, the parliament continuing firm, and the French 


King approving of its conduct, the ecclefiaſticks thought 
proper to ſubmit for the preſent ; and in their general 
aſſembly this year granted him a fret gift of ſixteen mil 
lions of livres, which he demanded of them—a greater ſum 
than they had eyer given before, even in time of war. 

5 VII. In the beginning of this year the aſſembly ol 
Maſſachuſett's- Bay in New-England paſſed an act, pro- 
N all correſpondence with the French at Louiſbourg; 
3nd carly in the fpring they raiſed 4 body of troops, which 
was tranſported to Nova: Scotia, to aſſiſt Lieutenant - G- 
vernor Laurence in driving the French from the encroach 
Accordingly, 


tachment of troops, under the command of Lieutenant 


Colonel Monckton, upon this ſervice; and three frigate 


and a ſloop were diſpatched up the bay of Fundy, under 
the command of Captain Rous, to give their aff 


ance by ſea. "Thy troops, upon their arrival at the river 
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| regular forces, rebel neutrals, or Acadians, and Indians, 
four hundred and fifty of whom occupied a block-houſe, 


h W with cannon mounted on their fide of the river; and the 
ir MW reſt were poſted within a ſtrong breaſt-work of timber, 
n. thrown up by way of outwork to the block-houſe. The 


Engliſh provincials attacked this place with ſuch ſpirit, 
that the enemy were obliged to fly, and leave them in poſ- 
ſeſſion of the breaſt- work: then the garriſon in the block- 
houſe deſerted it, and left the paſſage of the river free. 
From thence Colonel Monckton advanced to the French 
es Wl fort of Beau-ſejour, which he inveſted as far at leaſt as 


eit N the ſmall number of his troops would permit, on the twelfth 


be of June; and after four days bombardment obliged it to 
de- WM furrender, though the French had twenty-ſix pieces of 
the Weannon mounted, and plenty of ammunition, and the 


rce WEngliſh had not yet placed a fingle cannon upon their 


Ong batteries. The garriſon was ſent to Louiſbourg, on con- 
ow. dition of not bearing arms in America for the ſpace of fix 


nch {Wmonths ; and the Acadians, who had joined the French, 


ght Were pardoned, in conſideration of their having been 
eral Whorced into that ſervice. Colonel Monckton, after put- 


to that of Cumberland, the next day attacked and re- 


ly of WWvhich runs into Bay Verte; where he likewiſe found a 
pro- large quantity of proviſions and ſtores of all kinds, that 
urg; being the chief magazine for ſupplying the French Indians 


aries, He then difarmed theſe laſt, to the number of 
ach fteen thouſand : aad in the mean time, Captain Rous 
hoh his ſhips failed to the mouth of the river St. John, 
> de · ¶ o attack the new fort the French had erected there; but 


ting a garriſon into this place, and changing its name 


duced the other French fort upon the river Gaſpereau, 


and Acadians with arms, ammunition, and other neceſ- 


bey ſaved him that trouble, by abandoning it upon his 
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gates eppearance, after having burſt their cannon, blown up 
ndet Witieir magazine, and deſtroyed, as far as they had time, 
fit Mel the works they had lately raiſed. The Engliſh had 
river but twenty men killed, and about the fame number 


1aſh 
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BOO K wounded, in the whole of this expedition, the ſucceſs of other 
IE, which ſecured the tranquillity of Nova-Scotia. of the 
3755, $ VIE. While the New-Englanders were thus employ. BW ence f 
ed in reducing the French in Noya-Scotia, preparations ¶ ſupply 
were made in Virginia for attacking them upon the Ohio. Wl march 
A fort was built, which was likewife called Fort-Cumber. in the 
land, and a camp formed at Wills's-Creck. On the four- WF would 
teenth of January of this year, Major-General Braddock, Will that f 
with Colonel Dunbar's and Colonel Halket's regiments of WM procur 
foot, ſailed from Cork, in Ireland, for. Virginia, where WM fylvan: 
they all landed ſafe before the end of February. This WI confiſt 
General might conſequently have entered upon action horſes, 
early in the ſpring, had he not been unfortunately delayed lundre 
by the Virgian contractors for the army, who, when he Bl raged | 
was ready to march, had neither provided a ſufficient quan- ¶ could r 
tity of proviſions for his troops, nor a competent number I rania, 
of carriages for his army. This accident was foreſeen by br the! 
_ almoſt every perſon who knew any thing of our plantations Wh upplie. 
upon the continent of America: for the people of Vir- W fill m1 
ginia, who think of no produce but their tobacco, and do {comma 
not raiſe corn enough even for their own ſubſiſtence, be- ho wa 
ing, by the nature of their country, well provided with Wage, 2 
the conveniency of water conveyance, have but few wheel- ¶ been bi 
carriages, or beaſts of burthen; whereas Pennſylvania, Wally 
which abounds in corn, and moſt other ſorts of proviſions, I qulitie 
has but little water-carriage, eſpecially in its weſtern ſettle- WM whom | 
ments, where its inhabitants have great numbers of carts, ]iſte"s of 
waggons, and horſes. Mr. Braddock ſhould, therefore, I bdiers 
certainly, in point of prudence, have landed in Pennſyl- ben tr: 
vania : the contract for ſupplying his troops ſhould have e (cru; 
been made with ſome of the chief planters there, who could I militia 
eaſily have performed their engagements ; and if his camp Hugh 
had been formed near Frank's-town, or ſomewhere upon rity as 
the ſouth-weſt. borders of that province, he would not iſ, or | 
have had eighty miles to march from thence to Fort Du between 
Queſne, inſtead of an hundred andthirty miles that he had pediti 
to advance from Wills's-Creek, where he did encamp, Jie left 7 


through roads neither better nor more practicable than the Wpier, 
AE; of her 


G E OR G E I. 


of the expedition, whether owing to an injudicious prefer- 
ence fondly given to the Virginians in the lucrative job of 
ſupplying theſe troops, or to any other cauſe, delayed the 
march of the army for ſome weeks, during which it was 
in the utmoſt diſtreſs for neceſſaries of all kinds; and 
vould probably have defeated the expedition entirely for 


procure ſome aſſiſtance from the back ſettlements of Penn- 
{ylyania. But even when theſe ſupplies did arrive, they 
us Wl conſiſted of only fifteen waggons, and an hundred draft 
on borſes, inſtead of an hundred and fifty waggons and three 
ed Wl hundred horſes, which the Virginian contractors had en- 
he WM raged to furniſh, and the proviſions were ſo bad that they 
n: could not be uſed. However, ſome gentlemen in Pennſyl- 
ver WW 1ania, being applied to in this exigency, amply made up 
by WW for theſe deficiencies, and the troops were by this means 


2ns Wi fupplied with every thing they wanted. Another, and 


ir- Will more fatal, error was committed in the choice of the 


do {Wcommander for this expedition. Major-General Braddock, 
be. cho was appointed to it, was undoubtedly a man of cou- 
ith age, and expert in all the punctilios of a review, having 
el · ¶ been brought up in the Engliſh guards; but he was na- 
ia, urally very baughty, poſitive, and difficult of acceſs; 
ns, I walities ill ſuited to the temper of the people amongſt 
tle- hom he was to command. His extreme ſeverity in mat- 
its, ers of diſcipline had rendered him unpopular among the 
re, WI oldiers ; and the ſtrict military education in which he had 
ſyl- Wien trained from his youth, and which he prided himſelf 
ave Wn ſcrupulouſly following, made him hold the American 


militia in great contempt, becauſe they could not go 


arity as a regiment of guards in Hyde-Park, little know- 


Du beten the European manner of fighting, and an American 
had erpedition through woods, deſerts, and moraſſes. Before 
mp, be left England, he received, in the hand-writing of Col. 
the Napier, a (et of inſtructions from the Duke of Cumberland. 


By 


that ſummer, had not the contractors found means to 


through their exerciſe with the ſame dexterity and regu- 
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BOOK By theſe, the attempt upon Niagara was, in a great mea. bim, 


III. 
— 


e 


frequently cautioned him carefully to beware of an ambuſh 
or ſurpriſe. Inſtead of regarding this ſalutary caution, hi; med! 


opinion of any under his command; and the Indians, who 


adva 
neral 
an er 
that 


ſure, referred to him; and the reduction of Crown-Point 
was to be left chiefly to the provincial forces. But above 
all, his Royal Highneſs, both verbally and in this writing, 


the p 
of th 


ing a 


conceit of his own abilities made him diſdain to ak the 


would have been his ſafeſt guards againſt this danger in 


particular, were ſo diſguſted by the haughtineſs of his beha- lantly 
viour, that molt of them forſook his banners. Under theſe himſe 
diſadvantages he began his march from Fort-Cumberland lf vhen 
on the tenth of June, at the head of about two thouſand of can 
two hundred men, for the Meadows, where Colonel Waſh- tis In 


ington was defeated the year bifore. Upon his arrival rema! 


there, he was informed that the French at Fort du Queſne, 
fluence with the Monangahela, expected a re-enforcement 

of five hundred regular troops: therefore, that he might 
march with the greater diſpatch, he left Colonel Dunbar 


permit; and with the other twelve hundred, together with 


proviſions, he marched on with fo much expedition, that 
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which had lately been built on the ſame river, near its con- 


with eight hundred men to bring up the proviſions, ſtores, 
and heavy baggage, as faſt as the nature of the ſervice would 


ten pieces of cannon, and the neceſſary ammunition and 


he ſeldom took any time to reconnoitre the woods or thickets 
he was to paſs through ; as if the nearer he approached the 
enemy, the farther he was removed from danger. 

IX. On the eighth of July, he encamped within ten 
miles of Fort du Queſne. Though Colonel Dunbar ws 
then near forty miles behind him, and his officers, partic: 
larly Sir Peter Halket, earneſtly entreated him to proceed 
with caution, and to employ the friendly Indians whv 
were with him, by way of advanced guard, in caſe of am- 
buſcades ; yet he reſumed his march the next day, vithout 
ſo much as endeavouring to obtain any intelligence of the 
fituation or diſpoſition of the enemy, or even ſending out 


any ſcouts to viſit the woods and thickets on both oy 
IP [My 


„m, as well as in his front. With this careleſſneſs he was © H AP. 
+ WI advancing, when, about noon, he was ſaluted with a ge- 1 

ic WI neral fire upon his front, and all along his left flank, from 5; 1 
g, n enemy ſo artfully concealed behind the trees and buſhes, 


that not a man of them could be ſeen. The vanguard im- 


ing all that their officers, ſome of whom behaved very gal- 
1+ lantly, could do to ſtop their career. As to Braddock 
eſe himſelf, inſtead of ſcouring the thickets and buſhes from 


nd WM whence the fire came, with grape ſhot from the ten pieces 


ind WM ofcannon he had with him, or ordering flanking parties of 
-bis Indians to advance againſt the enemy, he obſtinately 
val temained upon the ſpot where he was, and gave orders for 
ne, the few brave officers and men who ſtaid with him, to 
form regularly, and advance. Mean while his men fell 
thick about him, and almoſt all his officers were ſingled out, 


ent | 
iht one after another, and killed or wounded ; for the Indians, 
bar Wl who always take aim when they fire, and aim chiefly at 


the officers, diſtinguiſhed them by their dreſs. At laſt, the 


res, | ö | | 
ould i general, whoſe obſtinacy ſeemed to increaſe with the dan- 
with er, after having had ſome horſes ſhot under him, received 
and Wl muſket-ſhot through the right arm and lungs, of which 


he died in a few hours, having been carried off the fietd by 
the bravery of Lieutenan t-Colonel Gage, and another of 
his officers. When he dropped, the confuſion of the few 
that remained turned it into adownright andvery diſorderly 
fight acroſs a river which they had juſt paſſed, though no 


with all his letters and inſtructions, which the French 
court afterwards made great uſe of in their printed memo- 


fam. | 
thout nals or manifeſtoes. The loſs of the Engliſh in this un- 
F the tappy affair amounted to ſeven hundred men. Their 


effcers, in particular, ſuffered much more than in the or- 


fell 


mediately fell back upon the main body, and in an inſtant 
he WY the panick and confuſion became general; ſo that moſt. 
ho of the troops fled with great precipitation, notwithſtand- 


enemy appeared, or attempted to attack them. All the 
atillery, ammunition; and baggage of the army were left 
to the enemy, and, among the reſt, the General's cabinet, 


Unary Proportion of battles in Europe. Sir Peter Halket 
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B O O K fell by the very firſt fire, at the head of his regiment ; and had t 
WE the General's ſecretary, ſan to Governor Shirley, was putes 
=” of killed foon after. Neither the number of men which the every 
enemy had in this engagement, nor the loſs which they had moſt 
ſuſtained, could he ſo much as gueſſed at: but the French either 
afterwards gave out, that their number did not, in the theſe 
whole, exceed four hundred men, moſtly Indians; and that | 
that their loſs was quite inconſiderable, as it probably was, expoſ 
becauſe they lay concealed in ſuch a manner that the Engliſh ſtand 
knew not whither to point their muſkets. The panick fend 
of theſe laſt continued ſo long, that they never ſtopped til thouſ: 
they met the rear diviſion 3 and even then they infected even 
thoſe troops with their terrours; ſo that the army retreated Wi provi: 
without ſtopping, till they reached Fort Cumberland, Wl tainec 
though the enemy did not ſo much as attempt to purſue, Wl to the 
nor ever appeared in fight, either in the battle, or after WI wopr; 
the defeat. On the whole, this was perhaps the moſt ex- which 
traordinary victory that ever was obtained, and the far- WM ronfe; 
theſt flight that ever Was made. OS | 1 ries 55 
KX. Had the ſhattered remains of this army continued eſtate: 
at fort Cumberland, and fortiſied themſelves there, as they 3 po 
might eaſily have done during the reſt of the ſummer, they apt to 
would have been ſuch a check upon the French and their WF... 
ſcalping Indians, as would have prevented many of thoſe bill ur 
ravages that were committed in the enſuing winter upon Will the 
the weſtern borders of Virginia and Pennſylvania ; but, did no 
inſtead of taking that prudent ſtep, theit commander [ei tes; K 
only the ſick and wounded at that fort, under the protection Wl | PIG 
of two companies of the provincial militia, poſted there by ern fre 
way of garriſon, and began his march on the ſecond of tempti 
Auguſt, with about ſixteen hundred men, from Philadel- the F. 
phia; where thoſe troops could be of no immediate ſervice, _ 
From thence they were ordered away to Albany, in Neu- Rive 
York, by General Shirley, on whomthe chief command New. 
of the troops in America had devolved by the death of 4 * 
Major-General Braddock. Virginia, Maryland, and port ö 
Pennſylvania, were by theſe means leſt entirely to tale tf an 
care of themſelves, which they might have done ea tint, 


"7" "9 KO "8" Th 


every falatary plan that was propoſed. Pennſylvania, the 
moſt powerful of the three, was rendered quite impotent, 

either for its own defence, or that of its neighbours, by 
theſe unhappy conteſts ; though, at laſt, the aſſembly of 
that province, fenfible of the danger to which they were 
expoſed, and ſeeing the abſolute neceſſity of providing a 
ſanding military force, and of erecting ſome forts to de- 
fend their weſtern frontier, paſſed a bill for raiſing fifty 
111 WM thouſand pounds. But even this ſum, ſmall as it was, 
ed Wl exen to a degree of ridicule, conſidering the richneſs of the 


ed Wl province, and the extent of its frontier, could not be ob- 


0, i tained ; the governor poſitively refuſing to give his aſſent 
ae, Wi to the act of the aſſembly, becauſe they had taxed the 


ter Wi proprictaries eſtates equally with thoſe of the inhabitants, 


ex- which he faid, he was ordered by his inſtructions not to 
ronfent to, nor indeed any new tax upon the proprieta- 
ties; and the aſſembly, conſiſting chiefly of members whoſe 


eſtates lay in the eaſtern or interior parts of the province, 
ey i poſitively refuſing to alter their bill. One would be 
be) Wl apt to think, that, in caſe of ſuch urgent neceflity, the 
eir 


zovernor might have ventured to give his aſſent to the 
bill under a proteſt, that it ſhould not prejudice the rights 
of the proprietaries upon any future occaſion : but as he 
did not, the bill was dropped, and the province left defenſe- 


deſtruction of many of the poor inhabitants upon the welt- 
ern frontier, and to the imprefling the Indians with a con- 
temptible opinion of the 3 and the 1 5 eſteem of 
the French. 


ative, and more ſucceſsful in their preparations for war. 
New-York, following the example of New-England, paſſ- 
cd an act to prohibit the ſending of proviſions to any French 
dort or ſettlement on the continent of North-America, 
or any of the adjacent iſlands ; and alſo for raiſing forty-five 


defence 


leſs; by which means it afterwards ſuffered ſeverely, to the 


xl. Our colonies to the north of Pennſylvania were more 


thouſand pounds, on eſtatesreal and perſonal, Er the beiter 


415 


had they been united | in their councils : but the uſual diſ- CHAP, 
putes, between their governors and aſſemblies, defeated 
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other to a French invaſion from Crown- Point. However, 
this ſum, great as it might ſeem to them, was far from be- 
ing ſufficient; nor, indeed, could they have provided proper- 
ly for their ſecurity, without the aſſiſtance of our other co- 


lonies to the eaſt of them; but with their help, and the ad- 


ditional ſuccour of the ſmall body of regular troops expected 
under Colonel Dunbar, they boldly reſolved ypon offenſive 
meaſures, which, when practicable, are always the ſafeſt; 
and twoexpeditions, one againſt the French fort at Crown- 


Point, and the other againſt their fort at Niagara, between 
the lakes Ontario and Erie, were ſet on foot at the ſame 


time. The former of theſe expeditions was appointed to 
be executed under the command of General Johnſon, 2 


native of Ireland, who had long reſided upon the Mohock 


river, in the weſtern parts of New-York, where he had 
acquired a conſiderable eſtate, and was umverfally be. 


loved, not only by the inhabitants, but alſo by the neigh- 
bouring Indians, whoſe language he had learnt, and whoſe 


affections he had gained by his humanity towards them. 
The expedition againſt Niagara was commanded by Ge- 
neral Shirley himſelf. To ate» 
XII. The rendezvous of the troops for both theſe ex- 
peditions was appointed to be at Albany, where moſt of 
them arrived before the end of June : but the artillery, 
batteaux, proviſions, and other neceſſaries for the attempt 


upon Crown-Point, could not be prepared till the eighth 


of Auguſt, when General Johnſon ſet out with them from 


Albany for the Carrying place from Hudſon's river to 
Lake-George. There the troops had already arrived, un. 


der the command of Major-General Lyman, and conſiſted 


of between five and fix thouſand men, beſides Indians, 


_ raiſed by the governments of Boſton, Connecticut, Neu. 


Hampſhire, Rhode-[fland, and New-York. Every thing 
was then prepared as faſt as poſſible for a march; and to- 
wards the end of the month, General Johnſon advanced 
about fourteen miles forward with his troops, and encamped 

in a very ſtrong ſituation, covered on each fide by atlick 

. | | wooded 
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breaſt-work of trees, cut down for that purpoſe, in his 


r. and afterwards to proceed to Ticonderoga, at the other end 
o. of the lake, from whence it was but about filteen miles to 


d. WM the fort at the ſouth end of Lake Corlaer, or Champlain, 


«> called Fort-Frederick by the French, and by us Crown- 
point. Whilſt he was thus encamped, ſome of his Indian 
: (outs, of which he took care to ſend out numbers along 
| both fides, and to the farther end of Lake-George, 


5 brought him intelligence that a conſiderable number of the 
me enemy were then on their march from Ticonderoga, by the 
WW of the ſouth bay, towards the fortified encampment, 
_, {inc called Fort-Edward, which General Lyman had 
100 built at the Carrying- place, and in which four or five hun- 


let as a garriſon. Upon this information General John- 
ſn ſent two expreſſes, one after the other, to Colonel 


dut-parties, and to keep his whole force within the en- 
trenchments. About twelve o'clock at night, thoſe who 
had been ſent upon the ſecond expreſs returned with an 
account of their having ſeen the enemy within four miles 


e Wc! the camp at the Carrying-place, which they ſcarcely 
& of WMpubted their having by that time attacked. Important as 
©)» die defence of this place was for the ſafety of the whole 
mp: amy, and imminent as the danger ſeemed to be, it does 
btb WW: appear that the General then called any council of war, 
from Wer reſolved upon any thing for its relief: but early the next ; 
r 10 Hrorning he called a council, wherein it was unadviſedly 
un. reſolved to detach a thouſand men, with a number of In- 
iſted ans, to intercept, or, as the General's expreſſion was in 
ans, bis letter, to catch the enemy in their retreat, either as 
eu. ors, or 28 defeated in their deſign. This expedient 
hing as reſolved on, though no one knew the number of the 
d to- Remy, nor could obtain any information in that reſpe& 
nced om the Indian ſcouts, becauſe the Indians have no words 
nped WF dens for expreſſing any large aumber, which, when it 
thick WY Vor. III. E e exceed 


front, Here he reſolved to wait the arrival of his batteaux, 


ded of the New-Hampſhire and New-York men had been 
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Blanchard, their commander, with orders to call in all his 
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BOOK exceeds their reckoning, they ſignify by pointing to the fag 


HI.  ftars in the firmament, or to the hair of the head; and this WW jar 
' 1755, they often do to denote a number leſs than a thouſand, a; do 
well as to fignify ten thouſand, or any greater number. fou 


XIII. Between eight and nine o'clock in the morning MW lar 
a thouſand men, with two hundred Indians, were detached wer 
under the command of Colonel Williams: but they had pere 
not been gone two hours, when thoſe in the camp began to wait 
| hear a cloſe firing, at ahout three or four miles diſtance, à the 
7 they judged : as it approached nearer and nearer, they dera 
rightly ſuppoſed that their detachment was overpowered, WM Frer 

and retreating towards the camp; which was ſoon con- men 

firmed by ſome fugitives, and preſently after by whole com- two | 

panies, who fled back in great confuſion. In a very ſhot reſt | 

time after, the enemy appeared marching in regular order eight 

up to the centre of the camp, where the conſternation wa; amor 

ſo great, that, if they had attacked the breaſt-work direct Hun 


| they might probably have thrown all into confuſion, and ouſly 
| bObtained an eaſy victory: but, fortunately for the Engliſh, ſuppc 
they halted for ſome time about an hundred and fifty yard thoſe 
diſtance, and from thence began their attack with platoon for th 
firing, too far off to do much hurt, eſpecially againſt troop upon 
who were defended by a ſtrong breaſt- work. On the cor Titco 
trary, this ineffectual fire ſerved only to raiſe the ſpirits of chols 
theſe laſt, who, having prepared their artillery during ti which 
time that the French halted, began to play it ſo briſk Lieute 
upon the enemy, that the Canadians and Indians in the with tl 
ſervice fled immediately into the woods on each fide of th purſuit 
camp, and there ſquatted under buſhes, or ſkulked behin Willig 
trees, from whence they continued firing with very lit! terns, 


they h 
the M 

X 
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trench 
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he ha 
throw 


execution, moſt of their ſhot being intercepted by th 
brakes and thickets, for they never had the courage to 2d 
vance to the verge of the wood. Baron Dicſkav, wht 
commanded the French, being thus left alone, with h 
regular troops, at the front of the camp, finding he coul 
not make a cloſe attack upon the centre with his {m1 
; number of men, moved firſt to the left, and then to th 


rizht, at both which places he endeavoured to force 2 
fr 


ge age, but was repulſed, being unſupported by the irre2u- © HA p. 
15 jars. Inſtead of retreating, as he ought in prudence to have 27M 


as done, he ſtill contiaued his platoon and buſh-hring till 


A four o'clock in the afternoon, during which time his regu- 


ne WI lar troops ſuffered greatly by the fire from the camp, and 
ed were at laſt thrown into confuſion ; which was no ſooner 


ad WM perceived by General Johnſon's men, than they, without 


ito waiting for orders, leaped over their breaſt-work, attacked 
, 43 the enemy on all fides, and, after killing or taking a conſi- 
hey WI derable number of them, entirely diſperſed the reſt. Ihe 
red, WI French, whoſe numbers, at the beginning of this engage- 
on- ment, amounted to about two thouſand men, including 


om-W two hundred grenadiers, eight hundred Canadians, and the 
hort reſt Indians of different nations, had between ſeven and 
rder eight hundred men killed, and thirty taken priſoners : 


among the latter was Baron Dieſkau himſelt, whom they 
found at a little diſtance from the field of battle, danger- 


thoſe chiefly of the detachment under Colonel Williams ; 


upon their camp, and not any of diſtinction, except Colonel 
Titcomb killed, and the General himſelf and Major Ni- 
chols wounded. Among the flain of the detachment, 
which would probably have been entirely cut of, had not 
Lieutenant-Colonel Cole been ſent out from the camp 
with three hundred men, with which he ſtopped the enemy's 
purſuit, and covered the retreat of his friends, were Colonel 
Williams, Major Aſhley, fix captains, and ſeveral ſubal- 
terns, beſides private men; and the Indians reckoned that 
they had loſt forty men, beſides the brave old Hendrick, 
the Mohock Sachem, or chief captain. 

XIV. When Baron Dieſkau ſet out from Ticon- 
deroga, his deſign was only to ſurpriſe and cut off the en- 
trenched camp, now called Fort-Edward, at the Carrying- 
place, where there were but four or five hundred men. It 
he had executed this ſcheme, our army would have been 


ouſly wounded, and leaning on the ſtump of a tree for his 
ſupport. The Engliſh loſt about two hundred men, and 


for they had very few either killed or wounded in the attack 


tirown into great difficulties, for it could neither haue 
E e 2 procceded 
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might have found an opportunity to attack it with great 
advantage in its retreat. But when he was within four or 
five miles of that fort, his people were informed that there 
were ſeveral cannon there, and none at the camp ; upon 


which they all defired to be led on to this laſt, which he the MWretur: 
more readily conſented to, as he himſelf had been told by little 
an Engliſh priſoner, who had left this camp but a few days N whicl 
before, that it was quite defenceleſs, being without any {Wenem 


lines, and deſtitute of cannon ; which, in effect, was true ſeen, 
at that time, for the cannon did not arrive, nor was the ¶ to be 
breaſt-work erected, till about two days before the engage- ¶ they 

ment. To this miſinformation, therefore, muſt be im- This 
puted this ſtep, which would otherwiſe be inconſiſtent with {MWEnglil 
the general character and abilities of Baron Dicſkau, A But ſo 
leſs juſtifiable error ſeems to have been committed by Gen, ¶ Hear o 
Johnſon, in not detaching a party to purſue the enemy it had 
when they were deleated and fled. Perhaps he was pre- Wgcnera 
vented from ſo doing by the ill fate of the detachment he rally r. 


had ſent out in the morning under Colonel Williams. yeſty, | 


However that may be, his neglect, in this reſpect, had like 


to have been fatal the next day to a detachment ſent from | SX 
Fort-Edward, conſiſting of an hundred and twenty men editio 
of the New-Hampſhire regiment, under Captain M'Gin- Nbamef 
nes, as a re- enforcement to the army at the camp. This NPoſſibil 
party fell in with between three and four hundred men of pon h 
Dieſkau's troops, near the ſpot where Colonel Williams Y per 
had been defeated the day before; but M'Ginnes having ego, t 
_ timely notice by his ſcouts of the approach of an enemy, ® Niag 
made ſuch a diſpoſition, that he not only repulſed the a-. ake On 
ſailants, but defeated and entirely diſperſed them, with the Ubany 
| loſs only of two men killed, eleven wounded, and five nough 
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miſſing. He himſelf unfortunately died of the wounds he 
received in this engagement, a few days after he arrived a 
the camp with his party. 

$ XV, It was now judged too late in the year to proceed 
to the attack of Crown-Point, as it would have been ne- 


ceſſary, in that caſe, to build a ſtrong fort in the place 
where 
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a WW where the camp then was, in order to ſecure a communi- C H A p. 


or cation with Albany, from whence only the troops could * 
re ¶ expect to be re-enforced, or ſupplied with freſh ſtores of am- 755. 


on munition or proviſions. They, therefore, ſet out upon their 
be MW rcturn ſoon after this engagement, having firſt erected a 
by {© little ſtockaded fort, at the hither end of Lake George, in 
ys {W vbich they left a ſmall garriſon, as a future prey for the 
ny enemy; a misfortune which might eaſily have been fore- 
rue ſeen, becauſe this whole army, being country militia, was 
the to be diſbanded, and return to their reſpective homes, as 
ge⸗ they actually did ſoon after their retreat to Albany. 
im- This was all the glory, this all the advantage, that the 
rich Engliſn nat ion acquired by ſuch an expenſive expedition. 
A Bat ſo little had the Engliſh been accuſtomed of late to 
en, hear of victory, that they rejoiced at this adyantage, as if 
it had been an action of the greateſt conſequence. The 


em 
1 general was highly applauded for his conduct, and libe- 
t he rally rewarded ; for he was created a baronet by his Ma- 


heſty, and preſented with five thouſand pounds by the par- 
ament. | | | 

| $ XVI. The preparations for General Shirley's ex- 
pedition againſt Niagara were not only deficient, but 


Zin- hamefully flow ; though it was well known that even the 
This NMoffibility of his ſucceſs muſt, in a great meaſure, depend 
n of {Wpon his ſetting out early in the year, as will appear to 


iams any perſon that conſiders the ſituation of our fort at Oſ- 
wing ego, this being the only way by which he could proceed 
emy, Ne Niagara. Oſwego lies on the ſouth-eaſt fide of the 
- (. {Wake Ontario, near three hundred miles almoſt due-weſt from 
h the lbany in New-York. The way to it from thence, 


| Gre ough long and tedious, is the more convenient, as the 
ds he Ir greateſt part of it admits of water-carriage, by what the 
ed at nhabitants call batteaux, which are a kind of light flat- 


pottomed boats, wideſt in the middle, and pointed at each 
End, of about fifteen hundred weight burthen, and ma- 
paged by two men, called batteau men, with paddles and 
Filing poles, the rivers being in many places too narrow 
Y admit of oars. From Albany to the village of Shenect- 
| dy, 
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ady, about ſixteen miles, is a good waggon-road. From MW it is: 
thence to the little Falls in the Mohock river, being fixty. WM onto 
five miles, the paſſage is by water-carriage up that river, I conſe 
and conſequently againſt the ſtream, which in many ¶ the ri 
places is ſomewhat rapid, and in others fo ſhallow, that, Nit; 2 
when the river is low, the watermen are obliged to get betwe 
out, and draw their batteaux over the rifts. At the little forts, 

| Falls is a poſtage, or land carriage, for about a mile, N vorld 
over a ground fo marſhy, that it will not bear any wheel ( 2 
carriage : but a colony of Germans, ſettled there, attend fort ( 
with ſledges, on which they draw the loaded batteaux to Frenc 
the next place of embarkation upon the ſame river. From MW betwe 
thence they proceed by water up that river, for fifty miles, ¶ it tole 
to the Carrying-place, near the head of it, where there is I navig 
another poſtage, the length of which depends upon the taken 
dryneſs or wetneſs of the ſeaſon, but is generally above when, 
ſix or eight miles over in the ſummer months. Here the 5 t 
colon 


is near two hundred and eighty leagues in circumference: 
five fathoms. On the” north fide of it are ſeveral littk 


that of the Hurons by the river Janaſuate, from when® 


batteaux are again carried upon fledges, till they come to 


a narrow river called Wood's Creek, down which they ſtreng 


are wafted on a gentle ſtream, for about forty miles, into 
the lake Oneyada, which ſtretches from eaſt to weſt about numb 
thirty miles, and is paſſed with great eaſe and ſafety in calm 


weather. At the weitern end of this lake is the river march 


Onondaga, which, after a courſe of between twenty and each, 
thirty miles, unites with the river Cayuga, or Seneca, under 
and their united ſtreams run into the lake Ontario, at th been 
place where Oſwego-fort is ſituated. But this river ib f ny 
ve n 


rapid as to be ſometimes dangerous, beſides its being ful 
of ritts and rocks; and about twelve miles on this fide d great | 


Oſwego there is a fall of eleven feet perpendicular, whe! Wi ture, 


there is conſequently a poſtage, which, however, does no than v 
exceed forty yards. From thence the paſſage is eaſy qui vas th 
to Oſwego. The lake Ontario, on which this fort ſtand» WP Var, a 


its figure is oval, and its depth runs from twenty to twent): 


gulfs. There is a communication between this lake and 


Il 
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rom Nit is a land carriage of fix or eight leagues to the river To- GH A P; 
ty. onto, which falls into it. The French have two forts of IV. 
ver, conſequence on this lake; Frontenac, which commands ©, = 
any i the river St. Laurence, where the lake communicates with 4 


it; and Niagara, which commands the communication 
between the lake Ontario and the lake Erie. But of theſe 
forts, and this laſt lake, which is one of the fineſt in the 
world, we ſhall have occaſion to ſpeak hereafter. 
XVII. Though we had long been in poſſeſſion of 
fort Oſwego, and though it lay greatly expoſed to the 
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between the two nations, we had never taken care to render 
it tolerably defenſible, or even to build a ſingle veſſel fit for 
navigating the lake: nor was this ſtrange neglect ever 


re 18 
the taken effe ctual notice of, till the beginning of this year, 
bove when, at a meeting which General Braddock had in April 


. the MW with the governors and chief gentlemen of ſeveral of our 
e to colonies, at Alexandria, in Virginia, it was reſolved to 
they ſtrengthen both the fort and garriſon at Oſwego, and to 


build ſome large veſſels at that place. Accordingly, a 
number of ſhipwrights and workmen were ſent thither in 
May and June. At the ſame time Captain Bradſtreet 
marched thither, with two companies of an hundred men 
each, to re-enforce the hundred that were there before 
under Captain King, to which number the garriſon had 
been increaſed ſince our conteſts with France began to 
| grow ſerious. For a long time before, not above twenty- 
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- ful hve men were left to defend this poſt, which from its 
de oil great importance, and the ſituation of affairs at this junc- 
here ture, moſt certainly required a much ſtronger garriſon 


5 no: WF than was put into it even at this juncture: but economy 
quite was the chief thing conſulted in the beginning of this 
nds, Var, and to that, in a Stent meaſure, was owing its long 


duration. 

XVIII. From the above deſcription of the paſſage from 
Albany to Oſwego, it is plain how neceſſary it was that 
| the troops intended for this expedition ſhould have ſet out 
carly in the ſpring. But, inſtead of that, the very firſt of 

them, 
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them, Colonel Schuyler's New-Jerſey regiment, did not 
begin their march. till after the beginning of July ; and 
juſt as Shirley's and Pepperell's regiments were preparing 


to follow, the melancholy account of Braddock's diſz(- 
ter arrived at Albany, where it ſo damped the ſpirits of 


the people, and ſpread ſuch a terror, that many of the 
troops deſerted, and moſt of the batteau men diſperſed, 


and ran home, by which means even all the neceſſary ſtores 


could not be carried along with the troops. Notwithſtand- 
ing this diſappointment, General Shirley ſet out from Al- 
bany before the end of July, with as many of the troops 


and ſtores as he could procure a conveyance for, hoping 


to be joined in his route by great numbers of the Indians 
of the Six Nations, to whom he ſent invitations to that | 
effect as he paſſed by their ſettlements : but they, inſtead 
of complying with his deſire, abſolutely declared againſt 
all hoſtilities on that fide of the country; and inſiſted 
that Oſwego, being a place of traffick and peace, ought 
not to be diſturbed either by the Engliſh or the French, 
as if they could have perſuaded both parties to agree to 


| ſuch a local truce. Upon this refuſal, Mr. Shirley pro- 


ceeded forward, being joined by very few Indians, and ar- 
rived at Oſwego on the ſeventeenth or eighteenth of Auguſt; 
but the reſt of the troops and artillery did not arrive till the 


| laſt day of that month: and, even then, their ſtore of pro- 


viſions was not ſufficient to enable them to proceed againſt 
Niagara, though ſome tolerable good veſſels had by this 
time been built and got ready for that purpoſe. The ge- 
neral now reſolved to take but fix hundred men with him 
for the attack of Niagara, and leave the reſt of his army, 
conſiſting of about fourteen hundred more, at Oſwego, to 
defend that place, in caſe the French ſhould attack it in 
his abſence, which there was reaſon to apprehend they 


might, as they had then a conſiderable force at Fort Fron- 
_ tenac, from whence they could eaſily croſs over the lake 
Ontario to Oſwego. However, he was till obliged to 


wait at Oſwego for proviſions, of which at length a ſmall 


ſupply arrived on the twenty-ſixth of September, barely 
ſufficient 


FV 


ſufficient to ſupport his men during their intended ex- O H A pP. 


edition, and to allow twelve days ſhort ſubſiſtence for 
thoſe he left behind. But by this time the rainy boiſte- 
rous ſeaſon had begun, on which account moſt of his 
Indians had already left him, and were returned home; 
and the few that remained with him declared that there 
was no croſſing the lake Ontario in batteaux at that ſeaſon, 
or any time before next ſummer, In this perplexity 
he called a council of war, which, after weighing all cir- 


cumſtances, unanimouſly reſolved to defer the attempt 
upon Niagara till the next year, and to employ the troops, 


whilſt they remained at Oſwego, in building barracks, 


and erecting, or at leaſt beginning to erect, two new forts, 


one on the eaſt fide of the river Onondaga, four hundred 
and fifty yards diſtant from the old fort, which it was to 
command, as well as the entrance of the harbour, and to 
be called Ontario-fort; and the other four hundred and 
fifty yards welt of the old fort, to be called Oſwego new 
tort. 155 15 | 

XIX. Theſe things being agreed on, General Shirley, 
with the greateſt part of the troops under his command, 
ſet out on his return to Albany on the twenty-fourth of 


October, leaving Colonel Mercer, with a garriſon of 
about ſeven. hundred men, at Oſwego ; though repeated 


advice had been received, that the French had then at leaſt 


a thouſand men at their fort of Frontenac, upon the ſame 


lake : and, what was ftill worſe, the new forts were not 
yet near completed; but left to be finiſhed by the hard 
labour of Colonel Mercer and his little garriſon, with the 
addition of this melancholy circumſtance, that, if beſieged 
by the enemy in the winter, it would not be poſſible for 


with the aſſiſtance of their Indian allies, continued their 
murthers, ſcalping, captivating, and laying waſte the 
weſtern frontiers of Virginia and Pennſylvania, during 
the whole winter. 


5 XX. 


his friends to come to his aſſi ſtance. Thus ended this 
year's unfortunate campaign, during which the French, 


IV. 
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BOOR SF XX. The miniſters of the two jarring powers were 
ul. very buſily employed this year at moſt of the courts of 
2 Europe; but their tranſactions were kept extremely ſecret, 


758 The French endeavoured to inſpire the Spaniards with 


dare to avow it formally, till matters ſhould be more rise 


a jealouſy of the ſtrength of the Engliſh by fea, eſpecially 
in America; and the Spaniſh court ſeemed inclined to 
accept of the office of mediator : but Mr. Wall, who was 
perfectly well acquainted with the ſtate of affairs between 
England and France, ſeconded the repreſentations of the 
Britiſh miniſtry, which demonſtrated, that, however wil 
ling Great-Britain might be to accept of the mediation 
of Spain, ſhe could not agree to any ſuſpenſion of arms 
in America, which France infiſted on as a preliminary 
condition, without hazarding the whole of her intereſt 
there ; and that the captures which had been made by 
the Engliſh were the neceſſary conſequence of the encroach- 


ments and injuſtice of the French, particularly in that 
country. Upon this remonſtrance, all further talk of 
the mediation of Spain was dropped, and the miniſtry of 


Verſailles had recourſe to the princes of Germany; 
amongſt whom the Elector of Cologn was ſoon brought 


over to their party, ſo as to conſent to their forming maga- 


Zines in his territories in Weſtphalia. - This was a plain 


indication of their defign againſt Hanover, which they | 
ſoon after made his Britannick Majeſty, who was then at 


Hanover, an offer of ſparing, if he would agree to certain 


conditions of neutrality for that electorate, which he re- 


jected with diſdain. Then the Count D'Aubeterre, envoy 


extraordinary from France at the court of Vienna, pro- 
poſed a ſecret negociation with the miniſters of the Empreſ- 


Queen. The ſecret articles of the treaty of Peterſburgh, 


between the two empreſſes, had ſtipulated a kind of par- 


tition of the Pruſſian territories, in caſe that prince ſhoull 


infringe the treaty of Dreſden ; but his Britannick Mz 


jeſty, though often invited, had always refuſed to agree 
to any ſuch ſtipulation ; and the King of Poland, howlo- 
ever he might be inclined to favour the ſcheme, did not 
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re for carrying it into execution. The court of Vienna, HA p. 
of whoſe favourite meaſure this was, began to liſten to IV. 
t, D'Aubeterre's infinuations, aud by degrees entered into 7 
th negotiations with him, which, in the end, were produc- 
ly Wl tive of that unnatural confederacy between the Empreſs- 
to Queen and the King of France, of which further notice 
as will be taken in the occurrences of the next year, when 
en the treaty between them, into which they afterwards found 
he means ſecretly to bring the Empreſs of Ruſſia, was con- 


cluded at Verſailles 
XXI. The King of England taking it for granted 


ms that the French would invade Hanover, in conſequence 
ry of their rupture with Great-Britain, which ſeemed to be 
eſt near at hand, began to take meaſures for the defence of that 


electorate. To this end, during his ſtay at Hanover, he 


ch- concluded, on the eighteenth of June, a treaty with the 
hat Landgrave of Heſſe-Caſſel, by which his ſerene highneſsen- 
of Wl caged to hold in readineſs, during four years, for his Ma- 
of jeſty's ſervice, a body of eight thouſand men, to be em- 
) 3 WH ployed, if required, upon the continent, or in Britain or 
ght Ireland ; but not on board the fleet, or beyond the ſeas : 
ga- and alſo, if his Britannick Majeſty ſnould judge it neceſ- 
ain gary or advantageous for his ſervice, to furniſh and join to 
hey this body of eight thouſand men, within fix months aiter 
n at they ſhould be demanded, four thouſand more, of which 
taln ſeven hundred were to be horſe or dragoons, and each regi- 
fe- ment of infantry to have two field pieces of cannon“. 
voy TER | Another 
pro- Wc: | | . 
res- The King, on his ſide, promiſed to pay to the Landgrave for theſe ſuc- 
h cours, eighty crowns banco, by way of levy-money, for every trooper or 
T5 dragoon duly armed and mounted, and thirty crowns banco for every foot 
par- ſoldier; the crown to be reckoned at fifty-three ſols of Holland, or at four 
Quid ſhillings and nine pence three farthings Engliſh money; and alſo to pay to 
bis ſerene highnefs; for the eight thouſand men, an annual ſubſidy of an 
Ma- lundred and fifty thouſand crowns banco, during the four years, to com- 
glee mence from the day of ſigning the treaty; which ſubſidy was to be increaſ- 
ed to three hundred thouſand crowns yearly from the time of requiring the 
wio- troops to the time of their entering into Britiſh pay; and in cafe of their 
not being diſmiſſed, the ſaid ſubfidy of three hundred thouſand crowns was 


twelve 


then to revive and be continued during the reſidue of the term; but if 


| 

| 

i! 
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Another treaty was begun with Ruſſia about the ſame 
time; but this did not take effect during his Majeſty', 
reſidence at Hanover: that others were not concluded 
was the more ſurpriſing, as our ſubſidy treaty with Saxony 
had then expired, and that with Bavaria was near expiring, 
and as the ſecuring of theſe two princes in our intereſt was 
at leaſt as neceſſary towards forming a ſufficient confede- 
racy upon the continent for the defence of Hanover, as it 
was to ſecure the Landgrave of Heſſe-Caſſel. It the reaſon 
of their not being engaged, and no other ſeems ſo proba- 
ble, was, that they refuſed to renew their treaties with 
England upon any terms, all that can be ſaid is, that they 
were guilty of flagrant ingratitude, as they had both re- 
ceived a ſubſidy from this kingdom for many years in 
time of peace, when they neither were nor could be of 

any ſervice to the intereſt of Great-Britain. 
XXII. On the fifteenth of July an expreſs viel 
from Admiral Boſcawen, with an account of his having 
taken the two French ſhips of war, the Alcide and the 
Lys. This was certainly contrary to the expectation of 
the court of France; for had they apprehended any ſuch 
attack, they would not have ordered Mr. M'Namara to 
return to Breſt with the chief part of their ſquadron ; 
nor was it, perhaps, leſs contrary to the expeRation of 
ſome of our own miniſtry : but as matters had been car- 
Tied ſo far, it was then too late to retreat; and, therefore, 
orders were ſoon after given to all our ſhips. of war to 
make repriſals upon the French, by taking their ſhips 
wherever they ſhould meet them. Sir Edward Hawke 
failed from Portſmouth on the twenty-firit of July, with 
cighteen ſhips of war, to watch the return of the French 
fleet from America, which, however, eſcaped him, and 
arrived at (Breſt on the third voy « of September. Commo- 
| dore 


twelve thouſand men were 3 and furniſhed, the ſubſidy was then 

to be increaſed in proportion; and in caſe the King of Great-Britain ſhould 

- at any time think fit to ſend back theſe troops, before the expiration of the 

treaty, notice thereof was to be given to his ſerene highneſs three months be- 

torehand; one month's pay was to be allowed them for their return, and 
they were to be furniſhed gratis with the neceſſary tranſport veſſels, 
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on the thirteenth of Auguſt with four ſhips of war, fur- 
niſhed with orders to commit hoſtilities, as well as to 


'y WE that the French might offer; and the Duke de Mire- 
g, Wl poix, their ambaſſador at the court of London, ſet out 


as Wl for Paris on the twenty-ſccond of July, without taking 


c- leave. 


it XXIII. A war being thus in ſome meaſure begun, 


on Ml his Majeſty thought proper, perhaps for that reaſon, to 


22- Wl return to his Britiſh dominions ſooner than uſual ; for he 


th WW kit Hanover on the eighth of September, and arrived on 
the fifteenth at Kenſington, where the treaty of alliance 
between him and the Empreſs of Ruſſia, which he had 


engaged to hold in readineſs in Livonia, upon the frontiers 


d Lithuania, a body of troops conſiſting of forty thouſand 
ing Winfantry, with the neceſſary artillery, and fifteen thou- 
the and cavalry ; and alſo on the coaſts of the ſame province, 


lorty or fifty galleys, with the neceſſary crews ; to be 
ready to act, upon the firſt order, in his Majeſty's ſervice, 


kſty declaring that ſhe would look upon ſuch an invaſion 


protect our trade and ſugar-iſlands from any infult 


begun during his abſence, was concluded on the thirtieth 
of the ame month. By this treaty her Ruſhan Majeſty 


in caſe, ſaid the fifth article, which was the moſt remark- 
ale, that the dominions of his Britannick Majeſty in 
Germany ſhould be invaded on account of the intereſts or 
diſputes which regard his kingdoms ; her Imperial Ma- 


dore Frankland failed from Spithead for the Weſt-Indies C K A p. 


N 
1755. 


to s a caſe of the alliance of the year one thouſand ſeven hun- 
hips Ned and forty-two; and that the ſaid dominions ſhould 
wke e therein compriſed in this reſpect: but neither theſe 
with wops nor gallies were to be put in motion, unleſs his 
nch ntannick Majeſty, or his allies, ſhould be ſomewhere 
and attacked; in which caſe the Ruſſian general ſhould march, 
mo- I ſoon as poſſible after requiſition, to make a diverſion 
dore With thirty thouſand infantry and fifteen thouſand cavalry ; 
; then end ſhould embark on board the gallies the other ten thou- 
hoy land infantry, to make a deſcent according to the exigency | 
ns be- r the affair. On the other fide, his Britannick Ma- 
„ and jeſty 
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this convention with the Empreſs of Ruſſia, in order to 
ſtrengthen his defence upon the continent, was extreme 


ſidy of an hundred thouſand pounds ſterling a- year, each year tha 


to be paid in advance, and to be reckoned from the day of pro 
the exchange of the ratifications, to the day that theſe troops led; 
ſhould upon requiſition march out of Ruſſia; from which MW tho 


day the annual ſubſidy to her Imperial Majeſty was to be q 
five hundred thouſand pounds ſterling, to be paid alway; of t 


four months in advance, until the troops ſhould return into Wl ny, 


the Ruſſian dominions, and for three months after their WM dec] 


return. His Britannick Majeſty, who was to be at WM « w 
liberty to ſend once every year into the ſaid province of Wl « 
Livonia a commiſſary, to ſee and examine the number and WI « h. 
condition of the ſaid troops, further engaged, that, in caſe tl 
her Ruſſian Majeſty ſhould be diſturbed in this diverſion, “to 
or attacked herſelf, he would furniſh immediately the ſuc- fi. 
cour ſtipulated in the treaty of one thouſand ſeven hundred i * q1 
and forty-two ; and that, in caſe a war ſhould break out, “ lit 
he would ſend into the Baltick a ſquadron of his ſhips, of a WM © th 
force ſuitable to the circumſtances. This was the chief “ in 
ſubſtance of the treaty, which, by agreement of both “ in 
parties, was to ſubſiſt for four years from the exchange of Wl « th 
the ratifications : but in the ſeventh article theſe words WM Fran 
were unluckily inſerted : © Confidering alſo the proximity 95 
of the countries wherein the diverſion in queſtion will Wi cited 
probably be made, and the facility her troops will probably Brita 
have of ſubſiſting immediately in an enemy's country, the! 
ſhe takes upon herſelf alone, during ſuch a diverſion, the mear 
ſubſiſtence and treatment of the ſaid troops by ſea and light, 
land.“ And in the eleventh article it was ſtipulated, that uro 
all the plunder the Ruſſian army ſhould take from the enc- Wi entra 
my ſhould belong to them. That his Britannick Ms BW prete 
jeſty, who now knew enough of the court of Vienna to be diſple 
ſenſible that he could expect no aſſiſtance from thence, in bodie 


caſe his German dominions were invaded, ſhould enter ino 


natural ; eſpecially as he had lately lived in great friend- 
ſhip with her, and her tranſactions with the court ofFrant 
| | | q 
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project of the treaty of Verſailles then come to his know- 
ledge, or to that of the King of Pruſſia, nor had either of 
thoſe princes yet made any formal advances to the other. 
XXIV. The firſt intimation that appeared publickly 
of the negociations of France with the Empreſs of Germa- 
ny, was, when the French miniſter, Count d'Aubeterre, 
declared at Vienna, „That the warlike defigns with 
« which the King his maſter was charged, were ſufficiently 
« confuted by his great moderation, of which all Europe 
« had manifold proofs : that his Majeſty was perſuaded 
« this groundleſs charge had given as much indignation 
« to their Imperial Majeſties as to himſelf: that he was 


* firmly reſolved to preſerve to Chriſtendom that tran- 
« quillity which it enjoyed through his good faith, in re- 


« ligioufly obſerving the treaty of Aix-la-Chapelle : but 
« that if his Britannick Majeſty's allies ſhould take part 
* in the war which was kindled in America, by furniſh- 
ing ſuccours to the Engliſh, his Majeſty would be au- 
« thoriſed to conſider and treat them as principals in it.” 


France likewiſe made the ſame declaration to other courts. 


XXV. The words and ſtipulation in the above re- 
cited clauſe, in the ſeventh article of the treaty of Great- 
Britain with Ruſſia, were looked on as a menace levelled at 
the King of Pruſſia, who, having ſome time after found 


means to procure a copy of this treaty, and ſeeing it in that 
light, boldly declared, by his miniſters at all the Courts of 


Europe, that he would oppoſe with his utmoſt force the 


entrance of any foreign troops into the empire, under any 
 Pretence whatever. This declaration was particularly 


diſpleaſing to the French, who had already marched large 
bodies of troops towards the frontiers of the empire, and 
erected ſeveral great magazines in Weſtphalia, with the 
permiffion of the Elector of Cologn, for which the Engliſh 
miniſter at his court was, in Auguſt, ordered to withdraw 
ſrom thence without taking leave. However, as ſoon as 
this declaration of the King of Pruſſia was notified to the 
court 
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had been fo ſecret, by paſſing through only that of Ys „C HAP. 
that he had not yet been informed of them; neither had the 
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court of Verſailles, they ſent an ambaſſador extraordinary, 
the Duke de Nivernois, to Berlin, to try to perſuade his 
Majeſty to retract his declaration, and enter into a new 
alliance with them. His Pruſſian Majeſty received this 
ambaſſador in ſuch a manner as ſeemed to denote a diſpo- 
ſition to agree to every thing he had to propoſe. This 
awakened in England a jealouſy that his declaration alone 
was not to be relied on, but that it was neceſſary to bring 
him under ſome ſolemn engagement ; eſpecially as the 
French had by this time a numerous army near the Lower 
Rhine, with magazines provided for their march all the 
way to Hanover; and if the King of Pruſſia ſuffered them 
to paſs through his dominton, that electorate muſt be ſwal- 
| lowed up before the Ruſſian auxiliaries could poſſibly be 
brought thither, or any army be formed for protecting it“. 
For this reaſon a negociation was ſet on foot by Great— 
Britain at Berlin; but as it was not concluded before the 
beginning of the next year, we ſhall defer entering into 
the particulars of it, till we come to that period. . 
 $ XX'VI. Mean while the French made another attempt 
upon the Court of Madrid, loudly eomplaining of the 
taking of their two men of war by Boſcawen's ſquadron, 
before any declaration of war was made, repreſenting 
it as a moſt unjuſtifiable proceeding, which threatened a 
diſſolution of all faith amongſt nations. This produced a 
ſtrong memorial from Sir Benjamin Keene, our miniſter at 
that court, im poiting, That it was well known that the 
French fleet carried troops, ammunition, and every thing 


e neceſſary for defending the countries which the French | 


< had unjuſtly uſurped in America, and of which the Eng- 
« liſh claimed the property: that the rules of ſelf-defence 
e authoriſe every nation to render fruitleſs any attempt 


« that may tend to its prejudice : that this right had been 


made uſe of only in taking the two French ſhips of war; 
and that the diſtinction of place might be interpreted in 
&« favour of the Engliſh, ſeeing the two ſhips were taken * 
| Pe ce the 


» Perhaps the Elector of H was more afraid of the P——! 2257 
than of the Moſt Chriſtian King, knowing with what eaſe and rapidity s 
enterpriſing neighbour could in a few days ſubdue the whole electorate. 
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« the "IP of the countries where the conteſt aroſe.”. In c Ha p. 


5 anſwer to this obſervation, the French miniſter epreſent⸗ s! . 
y ed the vaſt number of ſhips that had been taken in the Eu- \,,... 
$ ropean ſeas; for in fact the Engliſh ports ſoon began to 

- be filled with them, in conſequence of the general orders 

ls for making repriſals. But the court of Madrid was ſo far 


[> from being perſuaded by any thing he could ſay, that it 
Ty gave his Britannick Majeſty the ſtrongeſt aſſurances of its 


he friendſhip, and of its intention to take no part in the differ- 
er ences between him and France, but ſuch as ſhould be con- 
he ciliatory, and tending to reſtore the publick tranquillity. 


XXVII. On the other hand, his Britannick Majeſty 
required, as King of Great-Britain, the auxiliaries ſtipu- 
lated to him by treaty from the Empreſs-Queen. But 


t*, theſe were refuſed, under pretence, that as the conteſt be- 
at- I tween him and France related to America only, it was 
the not a caſe of the alliance ; though at the ſame time the 
n'0 French made no ſcruple of owning, that they intended to 
make a powerful deſcent on Great-Britain early in the 
"pt bring. When, a little while after, France being em- 
the Wil ployed in making great preparations for a land war in Eu- 
on, cope, the King of England required her to defend her own 
ing poſſeſſions, the Barrier in the Low Countries, with the 
d a number of men ſtipulated by treaty, which countries, 
d 2 aquired by Engliſh blood and Engliſh treaſure, had been 
ral pen to her on that expreſs condition, ſhe declared that 
the ſhe could not ſpare troops for that purpoſe, on account of 
eins WY ber dangerous enemy the King of Pruſſia: and afterwards, 
nch when he was ſecured by his treaty with England, ſhe urg- 
_ d that as a reaſon for her alliance with France. It muſt 
a. be owned, however, for the ſake of hiſtorical truth, that 
5 this was no bad reaſon, confidering the power, the genius, 
ik and the character of that prince, who hovered over her 


din Gminions with an army of one hundred and fifty thouſand 
, iterans. It muſt likewiſe be owned that ſhe undertook 


n on | 
« the WW © procure the French King's conſent to a neutrality for 
onarch Hanover, which would have effectually ſecured that elec- 


Urate from the invaſion of every other power but Pruſſi a 


For. III. Sts ob + itſelf ; 
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dread of this very power was the true ſource of thoſe con- vine 
nections in Germany, which entailed ſuch a ruinous con- Z 18 
tinental war upon Great Britain. fig 
$ XX VIII. Though the Engliſh continued to make {+ 
repriſals upon the French, not only in the ſeas of America, Wy 
but alſo in thoſe of Europe, by taking every ſhip they could hy 
meet with, and detaining them, their cargoes and crews; Wl te 8 : 
yet the French, whether from a conſciouſneſs of their 241 t 
want of power by ſea; or that they might have a more RING 
plauſible plea to repreſent England as the aggreſſor, were hel 
fo far from returning theſe hoſtilities, that their fleet, Wl the ſt 
which eſcaped Sir Edward Hawke, having, on the thir- fx ſn 
teenth of Auguſt, taken the Blandford ſhip of war, with of ſe. 
Governor Lyttleton on board, going to Carolina, they o c 
ſet the Governor at liberty, as ſoon as the court was in- Þ 
formed of the ſhip's being brought into Nantes, and ſnort» Bi vhen 
ly after releaſed both the ſhip and crew. However, at the and f 
ſame time, their preparations for a land war ſtill went on WM thron 
with great diligence, and their utmoſt arts and efforts were & pro 
fruitleſſy exerted to perſuade the Spaniards and Dutch in 
to join with them againſt Great-Britain. « hee 

S XXIX. In England the preparations by ſea became i « peo 
greater than ever; ſeveral new ſhips of war were put in a g 
commiſhon, and many others taken into the ſervice of the bee 
government: the exportation of gunpowder was forbid: tert 
the bounties to ſeamen were continued, and the number “ pro 
of thoſe that either entered voluntarily, or were preſſed, Wil © anc 

' increaſed daily, as did alſo the captures from the French, if © cro; 
among which was the Eſperance, of ſeventy guns, taken Wil © his 
as ſhe was going from Rochefort to Breſt to be manned. Wi *© ted 
The land forces of Great-Britain were likewiſe ordered to & defi 
be augmented; ſeveral new regiments were raiſed, and all “ the 
half- pay officers, and the out-penſioners belonging to“ kin 
Chelſea-hoſpital, were directed to ſend in their names, “ car; 
ages, and time of ſervice, in order that ſuch of them ® W® quil 
were yet able to ſerve might be employed again if wanted. con 
The Englith navy, ſo early as in the month of 1 {elf 


ber of this year, conſiſted of one — of an hundred . 
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" ten guns, five of an hundred guns each, thirteen of nine- CHA F, 
al ty, eight of eighty, five of ſeventy-four, twenty-nine of IV. 
1 ſerenty, four of ſixty-ſix, one of ſixty-four, thirty-three 1355. 

of fixty, three of fifty-four, twenty-eight of fifty, four 
ke of forty-four, thirty-five of forty, and forty-two of twen- 
> ty, four ſloops of war of eighteen guns each, two of ſix- 
id Wl teen, eleven of fourteen, thirteen of twelve, and one of 
© WW ten, beſides a great number of bomb-ketches, fire-ſhips, 
eir 


and tenders; a force ſufficient to oppoſe the united mari- 


the French, even at the end of this year, and including 


fix ſhips of eighty guns, twenty-one of ſeventy- four, one 
of ſeventy- two, four of ſeventy, thirty-one of fixty-four, 
two of fixty, ſix of fifty, and thirty-two frigates. 


In- XXX. Such was the ſituation of the two kingdoms, 
ort Wl when, on the thirteenth of November, the parliament met, 
the Wi and his Majeſty opened the ſeſſion with a ſpeech from the 
on Wi throne, in which he acquainted them“ That the moſt 
ere Wil © proper meaſures had been taken to protect our poſſeſſions 
tcl “in America, and to regain ſuch parts thereof as had 
been encroached upon, or invaded; that to preſerve his 
ame “ people from the calamities of war, as well as to prevent 
tin a general war from being lighted up in Europe, he had 
the Wil © been always ready to accept reaſonable and honourable 
bid: WW © terms of accommodation, but that none ſuch had been 
abet Wh © propoſed by France: that he had alſo confined his views 
Ted, and operations to hinder France from making new en- 
nch, Wl © croachments, or ſupporting thoſe already made; to exert 
ken “ his people” s right to a ſatisfaction for hoſtilities commit- 
ned. ted in a time of profound peace, and to diſappoint ſuch 
d 10 Wi © defigns, as, from various appearances and preparations, 
d all Wi there was reaſon to think had been formed. againft his 
8 % “ kingdoms and dominions : that the King of Spain 
mes, Wh © carneſtly wiſhed the preſervation of the public tran- 
N 1  uillity, and had given aſſurances of his intention to 
1teds 


continue in the ſame pacific ſentiments; that he him- 
{elf had greatly increaſed his naval armaments, and aug- 


time ſtrength of all the powers in Europe; whilſt that of 


the ſhips then upon the ſtocks, amounted to no more than 
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part of them, they engaged to approve of the treaties with 


theſe words it ſeemed to be refolved to engage this nation 
in a continental connexion for the defence of Hanover, 


would be fo far from being of any advantage 


upon putting the queſtion, the inſerting of theſe words wi 


as part of the addreſs of the Houſe upon that occaſion. 
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te leaſt burthenſome ; and, finally, that he had conclud- 


ec ed a treaty with the Empreſs of Rufha, and another oy: 

« with the Landgrave of Heſſe- Caſſel, which ſhould be 2 
laid before them.” 15 
$ XXXL. In anſwer to this ſpeech, both Houſes voted - g 
moſt loyal addreſſes, but not without a warm oppoſition, 1 
in each, to ſome of the particular expreſſions, for it having ; : 
been propoſed in the Houſe of Lords to inſert in their ad- : f 
dreſs the words following, viz. That they looked upon 4 F 
<« themſelves as obliged, by the ſtrongeſt ties of duty, grati- 4 ! 
© tude, and honour, to ſtand by and ſupport his Majeſty 4 N 
* in all ſuch wiſe and neceſſary meaſures and engage - 4 x 
© ments as his Majeſty might have taken in vindication Wil At 
of the rights of his crown, or to defeat any attempts Cor 
„ which might be made by France, in reſentment tor and 
« ſuch meaſures, and to afſiſt his Majeſty in diſappointing his 
or repelling all ſuch enterpriſes as might be formed, not : eſe: 
sc only againſt his kingdoms, but alſo againſt any other of king 
c his dominions (though not belonging to the crown of cffec 
1 Great-Britain) in caſe they ſhould be attacked on ac de 
count of the part which his Majeſty had taken for main- Maj 
« taining the eſſential intereſts of his kingdoms ;” the vere 
inſerting of theſe words in their addreſs was oppoſed by pole 
Earl Temple, and ſeveral other lords ; becauſe, by the firſ 7 B 
cello 


Ruſſia and Heſle-Caſfel, neither of which they had ever Ns | 
ſeen, nor could it be ſuppoſed that either of them could be 
of any advantage to this nation; and by the ſecond part of well 


which it was impoſſible for England to ſupport, and which 
to it at ſet 


or in America, that it might at laſt diſable the nation from 
defending itſelf in either of thoſe parts of the world. Bu 


agreed to by a great majority, and accordingly they ſtand 


8 XXXII 
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N XXXII. To this remarkable addreſs his Majefty re- G H Ap. 
0 turned the following as remarkable anſwer: © My lords, C6 


be «1 give you my hearty thanks for this dutiful and at- 
« fectionate addrefs. I ſee, with the greateſt ſatisfaction, 
a « the zeal you expreſs for my perſon and government, 
and for the true intereſt of your country, which I am 
ee determined to adhere to. The aſſurances which you give 
2 © me for the defence of my territories abroad are a ſtrong 
proof of your affection for me, and tegard for my honour. 
« Nothing ſhall divert me from purſuing thoſe meaſures 
e which will effectually maintain the poſſeſſions and rights 
* of my kingdoms, and procure reaſonable and honourable 
terms of accommodation. The addreſs of the Houſe of 
Commons breathed the ſame ſpirit of zeal and gratitude, 
and was full of the warmeſt aſſurances of a ready ſupport of 
his Majeſty, and of his foreign dominions, if attacked in 


1755s 


1 reſentment of his maintaining the rights of his crown and 
or kingdom; and his Majeſty's anſwer to it was to the ſame 
i effect as that to the Houle of Lords. The ſame, or nearly 


the ſame words, relating to the treaties concluded by his 
Majefty, and to the defence of his foreign dominions, 
were propoſed to be inſerted in this addreſs, which was op- 
poſed by William Pitt, Eſq. then paymaſter of his Majeſ- 


** ty's forces ; the Right Hon. Henry Legge, Eſq. then chan- 
vit eellor and under-treaſurer of his Majeſty's Exchequer, and 
erer ene of the commiſſioners of the Treaſury; and by ſeveral 


other gentlemen in high poſts under the government, as 
well as by many others: but, upon putting the queſtion, 
it was by a conſiderable majority agreed to inſert the words 
obje ted to; and very ſoon after, Mr. Pitt, Mr. Legge, 
and moſt, if not all, of the gentlemen who had appeared 
in the oppoſition, were diſmiſſed from their employments. 
In the mean time, a draft came over from Ruſſia for part 
ot the new ſubſidy ſtipulated to that crown; but ſome of. 
the miniſtry, who were then at the head of the finances, 
refuſed to pay it, at leaſt before the treaty ſhould be 
approved of by parliament. 
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 $XXXIII. Sir Thomas Robinſon had not been long 


they ſcarce ever agreed in any other particular, had ge- 
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in poſſeſſion of the office of ſecretary of ſtate, before it wa; 


generally perceived, that, though an honeſt, well-meaning ht 

man, and a favourite with the King, his abilities were not by 

equal to the functions of that poſt. Much leſs were they 

ſo at this juncture, when the nation was on the point of * 

being engaged in a difficult and expenſive war, and plunged de 

into foreign meaſures and conneQions, which would re- ſat 
quire the utmoſt kill of an able politician to render them th 


palatable to the people. Mr. Pitt and Mr. Fox, though N 


_nerally united in oppoſing his meaſures, and their ſuperior dr 
influence in the Houſe of Commons, and univerſally ac- for 

| knowledped abilities, though of very different kinds, had WI 
always prevailed, uncommon as'it was, to ſee two perſons thy 
who held conſiderable places under the government, one ?? 
of them being paymaſter-general, and the other ſecretary hd 
at war, oppoſe, upon almoſt every occaſion, a ſecretary of hu 
ſtate, who was ſuppofed to know and ſpeak the ſentiments oh 
of his maſter. Sir Thomas himſelf ſoon grew ſenſible of PO 
his want of ſufficient weight in the ſenate of the nation; 15500 
and therefore, of his own accord, on the tenth of Novem- 2 
ber, wiſely and dutifully reſigned the ſeals of his office to =; 
his Majeſty, who delivered them'to Mr. Fox, and ap- P 
pointed Sir Thomas maſter of the wardrobe, with a penſion 35 
to him during his life, and aſter his death to his ſons. by 
Lord Barrington ſucceeded Mr. Fox as ſecretary at wat ; I. 
and ſoon after Sir George Lyttelton was made chancellor in 
of the Exchequer, and a lord of the Treaſury, in the room 2 
of Mr. Legge, who had declared himſelf againſt the new a 


changes in the miniſtry, very warm debates aroſe in both 


them to guard againſt a ſtorm that ſeemed ready to break 
upon hig efeQoral dominions, merely on account "Co 


continental ſyſtem. However, notwithſtanding theſe 


Houſes, when the treaties of Ruſſia and Heſſe- Caſſel came 
to be conſider ed byjthem : ſome of the members were for 
x eferring them to a committee ; but this motion was over 
ruled, in conſideration of his Majeſty's having engaged In 


quarre| 


prehended: 


n EF Ik 


quarrel with the French. They were at length approved 
of by a majority ofthree hundred and eighteen againſt one 
hundred and twenty-ſix, in the Houſe of Commons; and 
by eighty-four againſt eleven, in the Houſe of Lords. 
(XXXIV. The Houſe of Commons then procceded to 
provide for the ſervice of the enſuing year, and for the 
deficiencies of the proviſions for the former. Fifty thou- 
ſand ſeamen, including nine thouſand one hundred and 
thirty- eight marines, were voted, on the twenty-fourth ef 
November, for the ſervice of the year one thouſand ſeven 
hundred and fifty-ſix, together with two millions fix hun- 
dred thouſand pounds for their maintenance, and thirty- 
four thouſand two hundred and fixty-three land ſoldiers, 
with nine hundred and thirty thouſand fix hundred and 
three pounds, fix ſhillings, and nine pence for their ſup- 


port. An hundred thouſand pounds were voted as a ſub- 


ſidy to the Empreſs of Ruſſia ; fifty-four thouſand one 
hundred and forty pounds, twelve ſhillings, and fix- 
pence to the Landgrave of Heſſe-Caſſel; and ten thouſand 
pounds to the Elector of Bavaria. 

{$XXXV. During theſe tranſactions, the publick was 
overwhelmed with conſternation, by the tidings of a dread- 
tul earthquake, which, on the firſt of November, ſhook all 
Spain and Portugal, and many other places in Europe, 
and laid the city of Liſbon in ruins. When the news of 
this great calamity firſt reached England, it was feared the 
conſequences of it might affect our publick credit, conſi- 
dering the vaſt ese which the Engliſh merchants had 
in the Portugueſe trade : but, fortunately, it afterwards 
proved inconſiderable, in compariſon of what had been ap- 

the quarter in which the Engliſh chiefly lived, 
and where they had their warehouſes, having ſuffered the 


leaſt of any part of the city; and moſt of the Engliſh mer- 


chants then reſiding there, together with their families, 
being at their country houſes, to avoid the inſults to which 
they might have been expoſed from the Portugueſe popu- 
lace, during the celebration of their Auto-da-fe, which was 
kept that very day. The two firſt ſhocks of this dreadful 


viſitation 


\ 
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| people of Portugal. 
merit of this action is, that though the Engliſh themſelves 


able part of the ſum was ſent in corn, flour, rice, and 4 
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the water of the river Tagus roſe perpendicularly aboye 
twenty feet, and ſubſided to its natural bed in leſs than a 
minute. Great numbers of houſes, of which this city then 
contained about thirty-fix thouſand, extending in length 


near fix miles, in form of a creſcent, on the aſcent of a hill, 


upon the north ſhore of the mouth of the river Tagus, 


within nine miles from the ocean, were thrown down by 


the repeated commotions of the earth, together with ſeveral 


magnificent churches, monaſteries, and publick buildings. 


But what entirely completed the ruin of this then moſt 


opulent capital of the Portugueſe dominions, was a devour- 


ing conflagration, partly fortuitous or natural, but chiefly 
occafioned by a ſet of impious villains, who, unawed by 
the tremendous ſcene at that very inſtant paſſing before 
their eyes, with a wickedneſs ſcarcely to be credited, ſet fire 
even to the falling edifices in different parts of the city, to 


increaſe the general confuſion, that they might have the 


better opportunity to rob and plunder their already deſolated 
fellow citizens, Out of three hundred and fifty thouſand 


inhabitants, which Liſbon was then ſuppoſed to contain, 


about ten thouſand periſhed by this calamity ; and the ſur- 
vivors, deprived of their habitations, and deftitute even 


of the neceſſaries of life, were forced to ſeek for ſhelter in 


the open fields. 
$XXXVI. As foon as his Majeſty received an account 


of this deplorable event, from his ambaſſador at the court 


of Madrid, he ſent a meſſage to both Houſes of parliament 
on the twenty-eighth of November, acquainting them 


therewith, and deſiring their concurrence and affiſtance to- 


wards ſoeddily relieving the unhappy ſufferers ; and the 


parliament thereupon, to the honour of Britiſh hu- 


manity, unanimouſly voted, on the eighth of December, 
a gift of an hundred thouſand pounds for the diſtreſſed 
A circumſtance which enhances the 
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vn arge quantity of beef from Ireland: ſupplies which came 


e very ſeaſonably for the poor Portugueſe, who were in 


a acdual want of the neceſſaries of life. Their king was ſo 
en affected by this inſtanee of Britiſh generoſity, that, to ſhow 
th Wl his gratitude for the timely relief, he ordered Mr. Caſtres, 
Il, the Brittſh reſident at his court, to give the preference, in 
the diſtribution of theſe fupplies, to the Britiſh ſubjects, 
who had ſuffered by the earthquake: accordingly, about 
a thirtieth part of the proviſions, and two thouſand pounds 


gs. Win money, were ſet apart for that purpoſe ; ; and his Por- 
oſt tugueſe Majeſty returned his thanks, in very warm TG, 
ur- Wt the Britiſh crown and nation. 

fly  XXXVII. The report of an intended invaſion of 
| by Wthcſe kingdoms by the French increaſing daily; on the 
ore WMitycnty-ſecond day of January Lord Barrington, as ſecre- 
fire 


ary at war, laid before the Houle an eſtimate for defraying 
the charge of ten new regiments of foot, over and above 
the the thirty-four thoufand two hundred and ſixty-three land 


ated Wſoldiers before ordered to be raiſed ; and a ſum of ninety-one 
and WWhhouſand nine hundred and nineteen pounds, ten ſhillings, | 


ain, {ras voted for theſe additional forces: upon another eſtimate 
ſur- rreſented a little after by the ſame lord, and founded upon 
even Hie ſame reaſons, for raiſing, for the further defence of the 


r in ingdom, eleven troops of light dragoons, forty-nine 
ouſand fix hundred and twenty-eight pounds, eleven 
ount lings, and three pence, were voted for the enſuing 


-ourt ſear; together with eighty-one thouſand one hundred 


nent nd ſeventy-cight pounds, ſixteen ſhillings, for a 


them ſtziment of foot to be raiſed in North-America; 
e to- o hundred and ninety-cight thouſand five hundred 
d the ud thirty-four pounds, ſeventeen ſhillings, and ten pence 
hu- a. penny, for the maintenance of our forces already- 
nber, labliſned in our American colonies; and ſeventy· nine 
refſed ¶ouſand nine hundred and fifteen pounds, fix ſhillings, for 
es the X regiments of foot from Ireland, to ſerve in North-Ame- 
ſelves e and the Eaſt-Indies. Beſides all theſe ſupplies, 
fider- . Fox, on the twenty-eighth of January, preſented to 
and a nc e Houſe a . from the Kin g. deſiring them to take 
| into 
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Boo K IA conſideration the faithful ſervices of the people 


rjae | 


| 970 III. New-England, and of ſome other parts of North-America; aud e 
| "ic. upon which one hundred and fifteen thouſand pounds more Wl 16 
| 5 were voted, and five thouſand pounds as a reward to dir this 4 
William Johnſon in particular. In ſhort, including ſeveral wiki 
| other ſums, as well for defraying the expenſe of the army toner 
and navy, as for a ſubſidy of twenty thouſand pounds tg 0 11 

the King of Pruſſia, and one hundred and twent y-one thou Ile 

ſand four hundred and forty- ſeven pounds, TWO ſnillings emplo 

and fix-pence, for Hanoverian troops, of which two la fuppo! 

| articles further notice will be taken hereafter, the whole leaſe 
the ſupplies granted by parliament in this ſeſſion amounted oder 
g to ſeven millions two hundred and twenty- nine thouſand nay, © 
| one hundred and ſeventeen pounds, four ſhillings, and fix ſuch o 
| pence three farthings. For raifing this ſum, beſides the conve 
| malt-tax, and the land-tax of four ſhillings in the pound, That 
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thouſandnine hundred and fifty- five pounds, eleven ſhillings 
and eleven pence half- penny, was ordered to be applied 


five hundred thouſand pounds to be raiſed by the ſale d 
hundred thouſand pounds to be raiſed by a lottery, at thre 


hundred and twelve pounds, two ſhillings, and five penc 


two hundred and ſixty-one pounds, five ſhillings, and ſevel 


the whole produce of the ſinking- fund, from the fifth 0 
January one thouſand ſeven hundred and fifty-fix, till i 
ſhould amount to one million five hundred and fifty-fve 


thereunto ; together with a million to be raiſed by loans 
or Exchequer-bills, at three per cent. intereſt ; one million 


redeemable annuities, at three and a half per cent. and five 
per cent. All which ſums, with eighty-three thouſand foi 


half-penny, then remaining in the Exchequer, amounte 
to ſeven millions four hundred and twenty-ſeven thouſant 


pence. Fes 15 : | 
F $XXXVIIL The clauſe inſerted in the mutiny bill l 
year, ſubjecting all officers and ſoldiers raiſed in Any 
by authority of the reſpective governors or govern 
there, to the ſame rules and articles of war, and the * 
penalties and puniſhments, as the Britiſh forces were liabl 


to; the act paſſed at the ſame time for regulating the 4 
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f nne forces, while on ſhore : and that for the more ſpeedy c H A p. 
c and effectual manning of his Majeſty's navy, were not only IV. 

nale confirmed now; but it was further enacted, with reſpect to © 7 

dir E his laſt, as well as for the more ſpeedy and effeQual re- 8 
era cruiting of his Majeſty's land- forces. That the commiſ- 

1 foners appointed by the preſent act ſhould be empowered 


to raiſe and levy, within their reſpective juriſdictions, ſuch 
able bodied men as did not follow any lawful calling or 
employment: or had not ſome other lawful and ſufficient 
ſupport ; and might order, wherever and whenever they 
pleaſed, a general ſearch to be made for fuch perſons, in 
order to their being brought before them to be examined ; 
nay, that the pariſh or town officers might, without any 
ſuch order, ſearch for and ſecure ſuch perſons, in order to 
convey them before the ſaid commiſſioners to be examined : 
That if any three commiſſioners ſhould find any perſon, fo 
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if the recruiting officer attending ſhould judge him to be 
a man fit for his Majeſty's ſervice, they ſhould cauſe him to 
be delivered to ſuch officer, who might ſecure him in any 
place of ſafety provided by the juſtices of peace for that 
purpoſe, or even in any publick priſon ; and that every 


eels, other than for ſome criminal matter. Nothing 


for a vigorous proſecution of the war, or their confidence 


end of the next ſeffion : and which, in the hands of a 
mcked and enterpriſing adminiſtration, might have been 
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that ſecurity which is provided by our happy conſtitution 
br the liberty of the ſubject. 


of parliament in this ſeſſion was the raiſing of a new regi- 
nent of foot in North-America; for which purpoſe the 
ſum of eight y-one thouſand one hundred and ſeventy- eight 


brought before them, to be within the aboye deſcription; and 


uch man was from that time to be deemed a liſted ſoldier, 
and not to be taken out of his Majeſty's ſervice by any pro- 


could more plainly ſhow either the zeal of the parliament 
in the juſtice and moderation of our miniſtry, than their 
agreeing to this act, which was to continue in force till the 


made ſuch an uſe of, as would have been inconſiſtent with 


XXXIX. The next object of the immediate attention 


pounds, | 
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great numbers to the Britiſh plantations in America, where 
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pounds, fixteen ſhillings, to which the eſtimate thereof On 
amounted, was voted, This regiment, which was to con- 8 
ſiſt of four battalions of a thouſand men each, was intended ſhip 
to be raiſed chiefly out of the Germans and Swiſs, who, for 7 f 

plo) 


many years paſt, had annually tranſported themſelves in 


waſte lands had been aſſigned them upon the frontiers of the 
provinces ; but, very injudicioufly, no care had been taken 


to intermix them with the Engliſh inhabitants of the place adde 
To this circumſtance it is owing, that they have continued er 
to correſpond and converſe only with one another ; lo that maſt 
very few of them, even of thoſe who have been born there, il. * ſur 
have yet learned to ſpeakor underſtand the Engliſh tongue adjuc 
However, as they were all zealous proteſtants, and in gene- chaſe 
ral ſtrong, hardy men, and accuſtomed to the climate, it have 
was judged that a regiment of good and faithful ſolden i 8 
might be raiſed out of them, particularly proper to oppoſe i mp 
the French: but to this end it was neceſſary to appoint ſome Marg 
_ officers, eſpecially ſubalterns, who underſtood military di By hi 
eipline, and could ſpeak the German-language ; and as4 buma 
fufficient number of ſuch could not be found among th empe 
Engliſh officers, it was neceſſary to bring over and grant their 
commiſſions to ſeveral German and Swiſs officers and en pened 
gineers : but as this ſtep, by the act of ſettlement, coul lures « 
not be taken without the authority of parliament, an ad ay or 
was now paſſed for enabling his Majefty to grant commill parliat 
ons to a certain number of foreign proteſtants, who hat thoug] 
ſerved abroad as officers or engineers, to act and rank wong 
ofhcers or engineers in America only. An act was likewil length 
paſſed in this ſeſſion, ſtrictly forbidding, under pain« tenant 
death, any of his Majeſty's ſubjects to ſerve as officers ut palled 
der the French King, or to inliſt as ſoldiers in his ſervic 
without his Majeſty's previous licenſe ; and allo for obig Y 2 


ing ſuch of his Majeſty's ſubjects as ſhould, in time | 
come, accept of commiſſions in the Scotch brigade in th 
Dutch ſervice, to take the oaths of allegiance and abjui 

tion, on pain of forfeiting five hundred pounds. | 
y XL. As it had been reſolved, in the beginning of tl 
preceding ſummer, to build veſſels of force upon the '* 
Ontar 
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TR Ontario, an act was now paſſed for extending the maritime CHAP. 
bay las of England, relating to the government of his Majeſty's IV. 
det ſhips and forces by ſea, to ſuch officers, ſeamen, and others, ET 
r ſhould ſerve on board his Majeſty's ſhips or veſſels em- 
* ployed upon the lakes, great waters, or rivers, in North- 
here America; and alſo, but not without oppoſition to this laſt, 
the for the better recruiting of his Majeſty's forces upon the 


continent of America : to which end, by a new clauſe now 
added to a former act, a recruiting officer was empowered 
to enliſt and detain an indented ſervant, even though his 
maſter ſhould reclaim him, upon paying to the maſter ſuch 
a ſum as two juſtices of peace within the precin& ſhould 
adjudge to be a reaſonable equivalent for the original pur- 
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have to ſerve. 

$ XLI. The inteſtine broils of Ireland were happily 
compoſed this year, by the prudent management of the 
Marquis of Hartington, lord-lieutenant of that kingdom. 
By his ſteady and diſintereſted conduct, his candour and 


temper, even among themſelves, than they were betore 
their late outrageous riots and dangerous diſſentions hap- 
pened ; but alſo prevailed upon to acquieſce in the mea- 
lures of England, without this laſt being obliged to give up 
any one point of her ſuperiority. The leading men in the 


though the ferment continued very high for ſome time after 


length entirely allayed by the wiſdom of the Lord-Lieu- 
tenant, and the excellent laws which he encouraged and 
palled for the benefit of that nation.“ The P——— of 


n thouſand pounds were granted for making the river Nore navigable from 
the city of Kilkenny to the town of Inneſtalge; twenty thouſand pounds 
wwards carrying on an inland navigation from the city of Dublin to the 
Wer Shannon; four thouſand pounds for making the river Newry naviga- 
ble, a thouſand pounds a-year for two years, for the encouragement of 
liſh proteſtant ſchools ; feveral ſums, to be diſtributed in premiums, for 


* | ® encouragement of the cambrick, hempen. and flaxen manufactures; and 
8 4 lee hundred thouſand pounds to his Majeſty, towards ſupporting the 
the e "eral branches of the eſtabliſmment, and for defraying the expenſes of the 


Ontarl dolernment for two years. 


chaſe money, and the remaining time ſuch ſervant might 


humanity, the Iriſh were not only brought to a much better 


parliament of Ireland were the firſt that conformed: and 


among the middling and lower ranks of people, it was at 


Ireland, 


Among other objects of the attention of the legiſlature of that country, 
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BOOK Ireland, who had been very buſy in fomenting many cf 
the late diſturbances, was, by his Majeſty's command, 
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of thoſe patriots, whom faction had turned out of their 


the Houſe of Commons on the thirteenth of January, and 
the Lords on the nineteenth. On the ſixteenth of the 
ſame month, the treaty between his Britannick Majeſty 
and the King of Pruſha was ſigned, importing, That, for 
the defence of their common country, Germany, and in 


feared was in danger of being diſturbed, on account of 
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ſtruck off the liſt of privy-counſellors ; and the greateſt part 
employments there, were re-inſtated with honour. 


$ XLII. The parliament of England, which had ad. 
journed on the twenty-third of December, met again; 


order to preſerve her peace and tranquillity, which it was 


the diſputes of America ; the two kings, for that end only, 


entered into a convention of neutrality, by which they rc: j X 
ciprocally bound themſelves not to ſuffer foreign troops Vent 
of any nation whatſoever to enter into Germany, or paß. al 

| through it, during the troubles aforeſaid, and the conſe- men 
quences that might reſult from them; but to oppole the feet 
ſame with their utmoſt might, in order to ſecure Germany and h 
from the calamities of war, maintain her fundamental the Fr 
Jaws and conſtitutions, and preſerve her peace uninter- blow 
rupted. Thus, the late treaty with Ruſſia was virtually lhoug 
renounced. Their Majeſties, moreover, ſeiſed this f. be- 
vourable opportunity to adjuſt the differences that had ſob- lteref 
fiſted between them, in relation to the remainder of the Cr © 
Sileſia loan due to the ſubjects of his Britannick Majeſty, Care y 
and the indemnification claimed by the ſubjects of hi F Di 
Pruſſian Majeſty for therr loſſes by ſea during the late war; Dog 

ſo that the attachment laid on the ſaid debt was agreed to -* ® 
de taken off, as ſoon as the ratification of this treaty ſhoul! term. 
be exchanged. e ſogued 


XILIIII. On the twenty-firſt of January the Houſetook 
into conſideration the laws then in being, relating to the 
militia of this kingdom; and, finding them inſufficient 
ordered a new bill to be prepared, and brought in, for the 


better regulating of the militia forces in the ſeveral coul 
1 ties 


| | rs Ke 0% 


ties of England. A bill was accordingly prepared to that c H A r. 1 hh 
effect, and preſented to the Houſe on the twelfth of March I. N 
by the Hon. Charles "Townſhend, Eſq. who, to his ho- 26 ag 
nour, was one of the chief promoters of it. After receiv- | 
ing many amendments in the Houſe of Commons, it was 

a0. en the tenth of May paſſed, and ſent to the Lords: but 

ſeveral objections being made to it by ſome of the peers, 

and it ſeeming to them that ſome further amendments were 

ſtill neceſſary, which they thought they could not in that. 


th 
t ſeſſion ſpare time to conſider ſo maturely as the importance 
an ent) three was put upon the motion for paſſing the bill; 


though every one muſt have been ſenſible, not only of the 


t was IT 

nt of bropriety, but even of the abſolute neceſſity of ſuch a law, 

only, which was ardently defired by the whole nation. | 
(XLIV. On the twenty-ſeventh of May his Majeſty 


vent to the Houſe of Peers, and, afterhaving given the 
royal aſſent to the bills then depending, thanked his parlia- 
ament, in a ſpeech from the throne, for their vigorous and 
elfe ctual ſupport, He acquainted them, that the injuries 


ſe the 
many and hoſtilities which had been for ſome time committed by 
WE the French againſt his dominions and ſubjects were then 


llowed by the actual invaſion of the iſland of Minorca, 


tually tough guaranteed to him by all the great powers of Eu- 
is fe- pe, and particularly by the French King: That he had, 

14 ſob- tterefore, found himſelf obliged, in vindication of the ho- 
of the vur of his crown, and of the rights of his people, to de- 
ajeſly, Care war in form againſt France; and that he relied on 
of bis the Divine Protection, and the vigorous aſſiſtance of his 


athful ſubjects, in ſo juſt a cauſe. The parliament was 


te wal; 
reed to ben adjourned to the eighteenth of June; and from thence 
| ſhoull alterwards to the eighteenth of July, and then it was pro- 


Poued. 
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d l. river Ganges. 

The „ 5 | 

iv. 1 2 the month of January Mr. Fox, lately appointed 
eat) 1 ſecretary of ſtate, received a letter from M. Rou- 
VL ills, miniſter and ſecretary of ſtate for foreign affairs to the 
Erg: King of France, expoſtulating, in the name of his ſove- 
VII. i reign, upon the orders and inſtructions for committing 
rivet WI hoſtilities, which his Britannick Majeſty had given to 
e of WW General Braddock and Admiral Boſcawen, in diametrical 
XII. oppoſition to the moſt ſolemn aſſurances ſo often repeated 
(uper- by word of mouth, as well as in writing. He complained 
e ſiege of the inſult which had been offered to his maſter's flag, in 


utions WH attacking and taking two of his ſhips in the open ſea, with- 
enced. WW out any previous declaration of war; as alſo by committing 
enera WM depredations on the commerce of hismoſtChriſtianMajeſty's 
lates. WY fubjects, in contempt of the law of nations, the faith of 


XXL. treaties, and the uſages eſtabliſhed among civiliſed nations. 


XXII. He faid, the ſentiments and character of his Britannick 
Jena Majeſty gave the king his maſter room to expect, that, at 
en fot his return to London, he would diſavow the conduct of 
nation. 
n chit 
5d. 
French 


ndr. 


his crown, and the defence of his people, if he deferred any 
longer demanding a ſignal reparation for the outrage done 


urs 0 
och e the French flag, and the damage ſuſtained by his ſubjects. 
of Liv He, therefore, demanded immediate and full reſtitution of 


reduc al the French ſhips, which, contrary to law and decorum, 


eric. 


unt offcers, ſoldiers, mariners, guns, ſtores, and merchandiſe. 
India He declared, that ſhould this reſtitution be made, he ſhould 
Bengal ** willing to engage in a negociation for what further ſatis- 
in MM *Qtion he might claim, and continue defirous to ſee the 


dungeon 


Vor. III. 2 of aw differences 


his Admiralty ; but ſeeing that, inſtead of puniſhing, he 
father encouraged thoſe who had been guilty of ſuch de- 
predations, his moſt Chriſtian Majeſty would be deemed 
deficient im what he owed to his own glory, the dignity of 


had been taken by the Engliſh navy, together with all the 
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o OK differences relating to America determined by a ſolid and 


III. 


17 56. 


miniſtry was faid to have delayed the ceremony of de. 


equitable accommodation : but if, contrary to all hopes, 
theſe demands ſhould be rejected, he would confider ſuch 


a denial of juſtice as the moſt authentick declaration of 


war, and as a formed deſign in the court of London to 
diſturb the peace of Europe. To this peremptory remon- 


ftrance the Britiſh ſecretary was directed to anſwer, That 


though the King of England would readily conſent to an 


__ equitable and ſolid accommodation, he would not comply 


with the demand of immediate and full reſtitution as a pre- 


liminary condition; for his Majeſty had taken no ſteps 


but ſuch as were rendered juſt and indiſpenſible by the 


hoſtilities which the French began in time of profound 


peace, and a proper regard for his own honour, the rights 
and poſſeſſions of his crown, and the ſecurity of his king- 
doms. 

II. Without all doubt the late tranſactions had afforded 
ſpecious arguments for both nations to impeachthe conductof 
each other. 'The French court, conſcious of their encroach- 
ments in Nova-Scotia, affected to draw a ſhade over theſe, as 


_ Particulars belonging to a diſputed territory, and to divert 


the attention to the banks of the Ohio, where Jamonville 
and his detachment had been attacked and maſſacred by 
the Engliſh, without the leaſt provocation. They like- 


wiſe inveighed againſt the capture of their ſhips, before 


any declaration of war, as flagrant acts of piracy ; and 


| ſome neutral powers of Europe ſeemed to confider them in 


the ſame point of view. It was certainly high time to 
check the inſolence of the French by force of arms, and 
ſurely this might have been as effeQually and expeditiouſly 
exerted under the uſual ſanction of a formal declaration; 
the omiſſion of which expoſed the adminiſtration to the 
cenſure of our neighbours, and fixed the imputation of 
fraud and free-booting on the beginning of the war. The 


nouncing war from political conſiderations, ſuppoling 
that, ſhould the French be provoked into the firſt declara- 


tion of this kind, the powers of Europe would conſider 
his 
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his Moſt Chriſtian Majeſty as the aggreſſor, and Great- C H *. p. 


Britain would reap all the fruits of the defenſive alliances 
in which ſhe had engaged. But nothing could be more 
weak and frivolous than ſuch a conjeQure. The aggreſſor 
is he who firſt violates the peace; and every ally will in- 
terpret the aggreſſion according to his own intereſt and 
The adminiſtration maintained the ap- 
pearance of candour in the midſt of their hoſtilities. The 
merchant-ſhips, of which a great number had been taken 
from the French, were not ſold and divided among the 
captors, according to the practice of war; but carefully 


ſequeſtered, with all their cargoes and effects, in order to 
be reſtored to the right owners, in caſe the diſputes between 


the two nations ſhould not be productive of an open rup- 


ture. In this particular, however, it was pity that a little 
common ſenſe had not been blended with their honourable 

Great part of the cargo conſiſted of fiſh, and 
other periſhable commodities, which were left to rot and 


intention. 


putrify, and afterwards thrown overboard, to prevent con- 
tagion ; ſo that the owners and captors were equally diſ- 
appointed, and the value of them loſt to both nations. 


- $ HI. The court of Verſailles, while they preſented re- 


monſtrances which they knew would prove ineffectual, 
and exclaimed againſt the conduct of Great-Britain with 


all the arts of calumny and exaggeration at every court in 


Chriſtendom, continued nevertheleſs to make ſuch prepa- 
rations as denoted a deſign to proſecute the war with un- 
common vigour. 


kirk: orders were publiſhed, that all Britiſh ſubjeQs 


ſhould quit the dominions of France ; many Engliſh veſſels 
were ſeiſed in different ports of that kingdom, and their 


crews ſent to priſon. At the ſame time an edict was 


iſſued, inviting the French ſubjects to equip privateers, 


offering a premium of forty livres for every gun, and as 
much for every man they ſhould take from the enemy ; 


and promiſing that, in caſe a peace ſhould be ſpeedily con- 


cluded, the king would purchaſe the privateers at prime 
colt. They employed great numbers of artificers and 
G g 2 ſeamen 


They began to repair and fortify Dun- 


ae 
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BOOK ſeamen in equipping a formidable ſquadron of ſhips at Breſt 


III. 


3 
#736, 


and aſſembling a ſtrong body of land- forces, as well as a 
conſiderable number of tranſports, threatened the iſland of 


Great-Britain with a dangerous invaſion. 


-'$ IV. The Engliſh people were ſeiſed with conſternation: 
the miniſtry were alarmed 'and perplexed. Colonel Yorke, 


the Britiſh reſident at the Hague, was ordered by his Ma- 


jeſty to make a requiſition of the fix thouſand men whom 


the States-General are obliged by treaty to furniſh, when 


Great-Britain ſhall be threatened with an invaſion ; and 
in February he preſented a memorial for this purpoſe, 
Mon ſieur d Affry, the French King's miniſter at the Hague, 


having received intimation of this demand, produced a 


counter memorial from his maſter, charging the Engliſh 
as the aggreſſors, and giving the States-General plainly 
to underſtand, that, ſhould they grant the ſuccours de- 
manded by Great-Britain, he would confider their com- 


pliance as an act of hoſtility againſt himſelf. The Dutch, 


though divided among themſelves by faction, were unani- 
mouſly averſe to any meaſure that might involve them in 
the approaching war. Their commerce was in a great 
meaſure decayed, and their finances were too much ex- 


hauſted to admit of an immediate augmentation of their 


forces, which for many other reaſons they ſtrove to avoid. 
They forefaw a great increaſe of trade in their adhering to 
a punctual neutrality : they were afraid of the French by 
land, and jealous of the Engliſh byſea ; and, perhaps, en- 


joyed the proſpect of ſeeing theſe two proud and powerful 


nations humble and impoveriſh each other. Certain it is, 


the States · General protracted their anſwer to Mr. Yorke's 


memorial by ſuch offeQed delays, that the court of Lon- 
don perceived their intention, and, in order to avoid the 
mortification- of a flat denial, the King ordered his refi- 


dent to acquaint the Princeſs regent, that he would not 


inſiſt upon his demand. The States, thus freed from 
their perplexity, at length delivered an anſwer to Mr. 
Yorke, in which they expatiated on the difficulties they 


were laid under, and thanked his Britannick Majeſty for 
har 
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11 having freed them by his declaration from that n CHAP. 
of ment into which they were thrown by his firſt demand and V. 
the counter memorial of the French miniſter. The real 1 
n: IM ſentiments of thoſe people, however, more plainly appeared 
ke, in the previous reſolution delivered to the States of Holland 
Aa- by the towns of Amſterdam, Dort, Haerlem, Gouda, 
om Rotterdam, and Enckhuyſen, declaring flatly that England 
hen was uncontrovertibly the aggreſſor in Europe, by ſeiſing 
and aconfiderable number of French veſſels; that the threatened 
oe, W invaſion of Great-Britain did not affect the republick's 
zue, guarantee of the proteſtant ſucceſſion, inaſmuch as it was 
d a only intended to obtain reparation for the injury ſuſtained 
lin b the ſubjects of his moſt Chriſtian Majeſty; finally, 


inly that the ſuccours demanded could be of no advantage to 


de- the King of England, as it appeared by the declaration 
om- of his moſt Chriſtian Majeſty, that their granting theſe 
tch, ſuccours would immediately lay them under a neceſſity of 
ani» MW demanding, in their turn, aſſiſtance from Great-Britain. 
n in From this way of arguing, the Engliſh may perceive what 
rreat they have to expect in caſes of emergency from the friend- 
ex. hip of their neareſt allies, who muſt always be furniſhed 


their with the ſame excuſe, whenever they find it convenient or 


void. neceſſary to their own intereſt. Such a confideration, 


ng to joined to other concurring motives, ought to induce the 


by Britiſh legiſlature to withdraw its dependence from all 
„ en. foreign connexions, and provide ſuch a conſtitutional force 
erful vithin itſelf, as will be fully ſufficient to bafle all the 
efforts of an external enemy. The apprehenſions and 
diſtraction of the people at this juncture plainly evinced 
the expediency of ſuch a national force: but different par- 


d the ties were divided in their opinions about the nature of 
rej. uch a proviſion. Some of the warmeſt friends. of their 
d not country propoſed a well regulated militia, as an inſtitution 
from that would effectually anſwer the purpoſe of defending a 
> Mr. vide extending ſea-coaft from invaſion ; while, on the 
they her hand, this propoſal was ridiculed and refuted as 
ty for impraQticable or uſeleſs by all the retainers to the court, and 


all i the officers of the ſanding army. In the mean time, 


as 
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BOOK as the experiment could not be immediately tried, and 


that a deſign had been formed by the French court to invade 


_ ouſly making in the ports of France oppoſite to the Britiſh 


in ſome foreign courts, left little room to doubt the reality 


ſure which at any other time would have been ſtigmatiſed poſe] 
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the preſent juncture demanded ſome inſtant determinati- 
on, recourſe was had to a foreign remedy. 

$ V. Towards the latter end of March, the King ſent a 
written meſſage to parliament, intimating that he had te- 
ceived repeated advices from different perſons and places, 


Great-Britain or Ireland ; and the great preparations of 
forces, ſhips, artillery, and warlike ſtores, then notori- 


coaſts, together with the language of the French miniſters 


of ſuch a deſign: that his Majeſty had augmented his forces 
both by ſea and land, and taken proper meaſures and pre- 
cautions for putting his kingdom in a poſture of defence: 
that, in order further to ſtrengthen himſelf, he had made 
a requiſition of a body of Heſſian troops, purſuant to the 
late treaty, to be forthwith brought over, and for that pur- 
poſe ordered tranſports. to be prepared : that he doubted 
not of being enabled and ſupported by his parliament in 


taking ſuch meaſures as might be conducive to an end Te 
ſo eſſential to the honour of his crown, the preſervation of ſuſp! 
the proteſtant religion, and the laws and liberties of theſe refer 
kingdoms. This meſſage was no ſooner received, than edu 
both Houſes voted, compoſed, and preſented very warm and that 
affectionate addreſſes, in which his Majeſty was thankedfor Wi 55 


the requiſition he had made of the Heſſian troops; a mea- 


with all the ſatire and rhetorick of the oppoſition. tan 
$ VI. Even this precaution was not thought ſufficient to darc 
ſecure the iſland, and quiet the terrors of the people. In a Natic 
few days Mr. Fox, the new miniſter, encouraged by the Pa 
unanimity which had appeared ſo conſpicuous in the mo- : ar 
tions for the late addreffes, ventured to move again, in the rom 

_ Houſe of Commons, that another addreſs ſhould be pre: and 
ſented to the King, beſeeching his Majeſty, that for the and! 
more effectual defence of this iſland, and for the better {- 5 


eurity of the religion and liberties of his ſubjects, 1 
| 7 
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was odious and deteſtable: 
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moved for the order of the day, and inſiſted on the 


in the negative by a conſiderable majority, which alſo 
agreed to the other propoſal. 
was communicated to the Lords, who unanimouſly con- 


curred : and their joint addreſs being preſented, his Ma- 
| jeſty aſſured them he would immediately comply with their 


requeſt. Accordingly, ſuch expedition was uſed, that in 
the courſe of the next month both Hanoverians and Heſ- 


| fans arrived in England, and encamped in different parts 
| of the kingdom.--As the fears of an invaſion ſubſided in the 


minds of the people, their antipathy to theſe foreign auxili- 


aries emerged. They were beheld with the eyes of jealouſy, 


ſuſpicion, and diſdain. They were treated with contempt, 


| reſerve, and rigour. The miniſtry was execrated for having 
| reduced the nation to ſuch a low circumſtance of dif, grace, as 


that they ſhould owe their ſecurity to German mercenaries. 


| There were not wanting ſome incendiaries, who circulated 
hints and infinuations, that the kingdom had been pur- 


poſely left unprovided ; and that the natives of South-Bri- 


| tain had been formerly fubdued and expelled by a body of 


Saxon auxiliaries, whom they had hired for their preſer- 
vation. In a-word, the doubts and ſuſpicions of a people 


naturally blunt and jealous were inflamed to ſuch a degree 
ef animoſity, that nothing would have reſtrained them 
| from violent acts of outrage, but the moſt orderly, modeſt, 

| and inoffenſive behaviour by which both the Hanoverians 


and Heſſians were diſtinguiſhed. 


VII. Under the cloak of an invading armament, 


which ingroſſed the attention of the Britiſh nation, the 
French 


The reſolution of the Houſe 
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the threatened attack by a foreign enemy, he would be c H A p. 
| graciouſly pleaſed to order twelve battalions of his eleQoral 
| troops, together with the uſual detachment of artillery, to 
be forthwith brought into this kingdom. There was a 
| conſiderable party in the houſe, to whom ſuch a motion 
but, conſidering the critical 
| fituation of affairs, they were afraid that a direct oppoſition 
| might expoſe them to a more odious ſuſpicion : they, there- 
| fore, 
| queſtion's being put upon that motion; but it was carried 


V. 


2.4 17 56. 
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8 were actually employed in preparations for an ex. d 
pedition, which ſucceeded according to their wiſh. In bes 
the beginning of the year advice was received that a French Ml for 
ſquadron would ſoon be in a condition to fail from Tou- Wa, 


| Ton: this was afterwards confirmed by repeated intelligence, 14 


not only from foreign gazettes, but alſo from Engliſh mi- N re 
. miſters and conſuls reſiding in Spain and Italy. They mar 
_ affirmed that the Toulon ſquadron conſiſted of twelve or vity 
fifteen ſhips of the line, with a great number of tran- this 
ſports ; that they were ſupphed with proviſions for two Byn 
months only, conſequently could not be intended for Ame- his 
rica; and that ſtrong bodies of troops were on their march N the 
from different Parts of the French dominions to Dauphine Na ge 
and Provence, in order to be embarked. Notwithſtanding Hand 
theſe particulars, of information, which plainly pointed out N were 
Minorca as the object of their expedition; notwithſtanding Nunpt 
the extenſive and important commerce carried on by the Mikrom 
ſubje&s of Great-Britain in the Mediterranean; no care N boar 


armament was ready to make a deſcent upon that iſlandꝰ. 


young en, who acted as engineer in ſecond at Minorca, being pi, 


was taken to ſend thither a ſquadron of ſhips capable to 
protect the trade, and fruſtrate the deſigns of the enemy. 
of carrying intelligence from port to port, and enriching 
Nay, the miniſtry ſeemed to pay little or no regard to the 
Minorca, who, in repeated advices, repreſented the weak- 


neſs of the garriſon which he commanded in St. Philip's 


they did not even ſend thither the officers belonging to it, 


That great province was left to a few inconſiderable ſhips 
and frigates, which could ſerve no other purpoſe than that 


their commanders, by making prize of merchant veſſels. 


remonſtrance of General Blakeney, deputy governor of nee 


Purchaſ 
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caſtle, the chief fortreſs on the iſland. Far from 
ſtrengthening the garriſon with a proper re-enforcement, 


who were in England upon leave of abſence, nor give d- 
rections for any veſſel to tranſport them, until the French 


IL Ween's. 

9 VI led in 

It is with pleaſure we ſeiſe this opportunity of recording an inſtance of is beh. 
gallantry and patriotiſm in a Britiſh officer, which would have done honou! nglang 


to the character ofa Roman tribune. Captain Cunningham, an accompliſhed 
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ex S VIII. At length, the deſtination of the enemy's fleet © . A p. 
In being univerſally known, the miniſtry ſeemed to rouſe ; 
nch om their lethargy, and, like perſons fuddenly waking, — 
ou. acted with hurry and precipitation. Inſtead of detaching: 9 
ice, Na ſquadron that in all reſpects ſhould be ſuperior to the 


French fleet in the Mediterranean, and beſtowing the com- 
mand of it upon an officer of approved courage and acti- 
e of vity, they allotted no more than ten ſhips of the line for 
ran- Wthis ſervice, veſting the command of them in Admiral 
two WByng, who had never met with any occafion to ſignalize 
me- his courage, and whoſe character was not very popular in 
arch the navy: but Mr. Weſt, the ſecond in command, was 
hine a gentleman univerſally reſpeQed for his probity, ability, 
ding Wand reſolution. The ten ſhips deſtined for this expedition 
1 out {Were but in very indifferent order, poorly manned, and 


ding unprovided with either hoſpital or fire-ſhip. They failed 


the from Spithead on the ſeventh day of April, having on 


care board, as part of their complement, a regiment of ſoldiers. 
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to be landed at n with Major-General Stuart, 


ey to a 1 at home, and int to his regiment by an expreſs 
order, had repaired with his family to Nice in Italy, where he waited for 
tie opportunity of a ſhip bound for England, when he received certain in- 
gelligence that the French armament was deſtined for the place he had quit- 
kd. His lady, whom he tenderly loved, was juſt delivered, and two of his 
hildren were dangerouſly ill of the ſmall-pox. He recollected that the chief 
Engineer at Minorca was infirm, and indeed diſabled by the gout, and that 
any things were wanting for the defence of the fortreſs. His zeal for the 
Ponour and: ſervice- of his country immediately triumphed over the calls of 
Senderneſs and of nature. He expended a conſiderable ſum of money in 
purchaſing; timber for the platforms, and other neceſſaries for the garriſon ;, 


nd children, thus left among ſtrangers in a foreign country, embarked again 
3 Minorca, where he knew he ſhould be in a peculiar manner expoſed to 
the 3 of a furious ſiege. In the courſe of this deſperate ſervice he 
<quitted himſelf with that vigilance, ſkill, and active courage which he 
bad on divers farmer occaſions:diſplayed, until the aſſault was given to the 
Veen's-baſtion, when mixing with the enemy ſword in hand, he was diſ- 
led in his right arm by the ſhot of a muſket and the thruſt of a bayonet, 


gland he was preferred to the rank of colonel in the guards, He after- 
ards acted as chief engineer in the attempts and deſcents which were made 
i the French coaſt, Though erievouſly maimed, he accepted the ſame of- 
te in the expedition to Gvadaloupe, where he died univerſally regretted. 


lired a ſhip for tranſporting them thither ; and tearing himſelf from his wife 


is behaviour was ſo acceptable to his ſovereign, that when he returned to 
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III. 
WY 
1756, 


Rear-Admiral Weſt to Louiſbourg, on the ifland of Cape- 


Edgecumbe) had been obliged to retire at their approach. 


ceived two ſucceſſive orders from the Secretary at War, 


norca, except a detachment to ſupply the deficiency in the 


an expreſs to the Lords of the Admiralty, and in his letteſ 
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Lord Effingham, and Colonel Cornwallis, whoſe regi- 
ments were in garriſon at Minorca, about forty inferior 
officers, and near one hundred recruits, as a re-enforcement 
to St. Philip's fortreſs. Gp 
IX. After all the intelligence which had been received, 
one would imagine the government of England was ſtill ig- 
norant of the enemy's force and deſtination ; for the in- 
ſtructions delivered to Admiral Byng imported, that, on 
his arrival at Gibraltar, he ſhould enquire whether any 
French ſquadron had paſſed through the ftraits ; and that, 
being certified in the affirmative, as it was probably de- 
ſigned for North-America, he ſhould immediately detach 


Breton, with ſuch a number of ſhips as, when joined with 
thoſe at Hallifax, would conſtitute a force ſuperior to the 
armament of the enemy. On the ſecond day of May, Ad- 
miral Byng arrived at Gibraltar, where he found Captain 
Edgecumbe, with the Princeſs Louiſa ſhip of war, and a 
ſloop, who informed him, that the French armament, com- 
minded by M. de la Galiſſonniere, confiſting of thirteen 
ſhips of the line, with a great number of tranſports, having 
on board a body of fifteen thouſand land-forces, had failed 
from 'Toulon on the tenth day of April, and made a deſcent 
upon the iſland of Minorca, from whence he (Captain 


General Fowke, who commanded at Gibraltar, had re- 


with reſpe& to his ſparing a battalion of troops to be tranſ- 
ported by Mr. Byng, as a re-enforcement to Minorca 
but as the two orders appeared inconſiſtent or equivocal, 
a council of war was conſulted, and the majority were dl 
opinion that no troops ſhould be ſent from thence to Mr: 


little ſquadron of Captain Edgecumbe, who had left a good 
number of his ſeamen and marines, under the command of 
Captain Scroop, to aſſiſt in the defence of Fort St. Philip's 
Theſe articles of intelligence the Admiral diſpatched h) 
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made uſe of ſome impolitick expreſſions, which, in all cya P. 


| probability, it would have been well for him had he omit- 
| ted. | He ſaid, if he had been ſo happy as to have arrived 


at Mahon before the French had landed, he flattered him- 
ſelf he ſhould have been able to prevent their getting a 
footing on that iſland. He complained, that there were 


no magazines in Gibraltar for ſupplying the ſquadron with 


neceſſaries ; that the careening-wharfs, pits, and ſtore- 
houſes were entirely decayed, fo that he ſhould find the 
greateſt difficulty in cleaning the ſhips that were foul ; 


| and this was the caſe with ſome of thoſe he carried out 


from England, as well as with thoſe which had been for 


| ſome time cruiſing in the Mediterranean. He ſignified 


his opinion, that, even if it ſhould be found practicable, it 
would be very impolitick to throw any men into St. Phi- 


| lip's-caſtle, which could not be ſaved without a land 


force ſufficient to raiſe the ſiege ; therefore, a ſmall re-en- 


forcement would only add ſo many men to the number 


which muſt fall into the hands of the enemy. He obſerved, 
that ſuch engineers and artillery-men in Gibraltar as had 


been at Minorca, were of opinion, that it would be impoſſi- 
ble to throw any number of men into St. Philip's, if the 
French had ereQed batteries on the two ſhores near the 
entrance of the harbour, ſo as to bar all paſſage up to the 


ally-port of the fortreſs; and with this opinion he ſignified 
the concurrence of his own ſentiments. The firſt part of 
this letter was a downright impeachment of the miniſtry, 
for having delayed the expedition, for having ſent out ſhips 
unfit for ſervice, and for having neglected the magazines 
and wharfs at Gibraltar. In the latter part he ſeemed to 


and as they foreſaw the loſs of Minorca, which would 
[not fail to excite a national clamour, perhaps they now 
began to take meaſures for gratifying their reſentment, and 
ransferring the blame from themſelves to the perſon who 
bad preſumed to hint a diſapprobation of their conduct; for 

this 


prepare them for the ſubſequent account of his miſconduct 
and miſcarriage. It cannot be ſuppoſed that they under- 
went this accuſation without apprehenſion and reſentment; 
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BOO K this purpoſe they could not have found a fairer opportunity witl 
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joined off Majorca by his Majeſty's ſhip the Phenix, 
under the command of Captain Hervey, who confirmed the 
intelligence he had already received, touching the ſtrength 
and deſtination of the French ſquadron. When he ap. 


ries playing upon it from different quarters, where the 


for General Blakeney, giving him to underſtand the fleet 


Mr. Byng, in order to preſerve that advantage, as well as 


two tartanes appearing cloſe to the rear of the Engliſh ſqua- 


_ eſcaped, and the other being taken, was found to have on 
board two French captains, two lieutenants, and about one 
hundred private ſoldiers, part of fix hundred who had been 
ſent out in tartanes the preceding day, to re-enforce the 


Admiral Byng threw out a ſignal to bear away two points 
from the wind and engage. At this time his diſtance fron 
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than Mr. Byng's ſubſequent behaviour afforded. - dow 


- © X. The Admiral, being ſtrengthened by Mr. Edge. J ofity 


cumbe, and re-enforced by a detachment from the garriſon, Ml driv 
ſet fail from Gibraltar on the eighth day of May, and was Ml the 


proached Minorca, he deſcried the Britiſh colours til 
flying at the caſtle of St. Philip's, and ſeveral bomb batte. 


French banners were diſplayed. Thus informed, he de- 
tached three ſhips a-head, with Captain Hervey, to recon- 
noitre the harbour's mouth, and land, if poſſible, a letter 


was come to his affiſtance. Before this attempt could he 
made, the French fleet appearing to the ſouth-eaſt, and the 
wind blowing ſtrong off ſhore, he recalled his ſhips, and 
formed the line of battle. About fix o'clock in the even- 
ing, the enemy, to the number of ſeventeen ſhips, thirteen 
of which appeared to be very large, advanced in order; but 
about ſeven tacked, with a view to gain the weather-gage. 


to make ſure of the land- wind in the morning, followed 
their example, being then about five leagues from Cape- 
Mola. At day light the enemy could not be deſcried; but 


dron, they were immediately chaſed by ſignal. One 
enemy's ſquadron. This ſoon re- appearing, the line of 
battle was formed on each fide, and about two o'clock 


the enemy was ſo great, that Rear-Admiral Weſt, pel— 
1 | | Celving 


nity I with his diviſion ſeven points from the wind, and cloſing 
ofity, that the ſhips which oppoſed him were ina little time 
driven out of the line. Had he been properly ſuſtained by 
the van, in all probability the Britiſh fleet would have ob- 


dge- 


ion, 


was 
nix, tained a complete victory; but the other diviſion did not 
d the bear down, and the enemy's centre keeping their ſtation, 


neth I Rear-Admural Weſt could not purſue his advantage with- 
e ap. out running the riſque of ſeeing his communication with 
ſtill the reſt of the line entirely cut off. In the beginning of 


Aatte- 
e the diſabled in her rigging, that ſhe could not be managed, and 


e de- ¶ drove on the ſhip that was next in poſition: a circumſtance 


-con- ¶ which obliged ſeveral others to throw all a-back, in order to 
letter N avoid confuſion, and for ſome time retarded the action. 
fleet Wi Certain it is, that Mr. Byng, though accommodated with 
1d be n noble ſhip of ninety guns, made little or no uſe of his 
d the {Wzrtillery, but kept aloof, either from an overſtrained ob- 

and {MWrvance of diſcipline, or timidity. When his captain ex- 


even- ¶ borted him to bear down upon the enemy, he very coolly 


teen eeplied, that he would avoid the error of Admiral Matthews, 


; but ho, in his engagement with the French and Spaniſh ſqua- 


drons off Toulon, during the preceding war, had broke 


gage. 
the line by his own precipitation, and expoſed himſelt 


ell as 
lowed 


Cape- che contrary, was determined againſt acting, except with 

; but tie line entire; and, on pretence of rectifying the diſorder 
ſqua- ¶ ich had happened among ſome of the ſhips, heſitated fo 
One Wing, and kept at ſuch a wary diſtance, that he never was 


ve on roperly engaged, though he received ſome few ſhots in his 
it one 
I been 
de the 
ine of 
clock 
points 
e from 
1 
eiving 


continuance of the battle : part of his ſquadron had been 
fairly obliged to quit the line; and though he was rather 
uperior to the Engliſh in number of men and weight of 


light with an enemy ſo expert in naval operations: he, 
terefore, took advantage of Mr. Byng's heſitation, and 
8 edged 


down upon the enemy, attacked them with ſuch impetu- 


the action, the Intrepid, in Mr. Byng's diviſion, was ſo 


ingly to a fire that he could not ſuſtain. Mr. Byng, on 


bull. M. de la Galiſſonniere ſeemed equally averſe to the 


metal, he did not chooſe to abide the conſequence of a cloſer 


46 


ceiving it impoſſible to comply with both orders, bore away c HAP. 
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BOOK edged away with an eaſy ſail to join his van, which bad 
III. 
3756, 


been diſcomfited. The Engliſh Admiral gave chaſe, but 
the French ſhips being clean, he could not come up and 
cloſe them again, ſo they retired at their leiſure. Then he 
put his ſquadron on the other tack, in order to keep the 
wind of the enemy; and next — they were altoge- 
ther our of fight. 

$ XI. While he lay to with the reſt of his fleet, at the 
diſtance of ten leagues from Mahon, he detached cruiſers to 


look for ſome miſſing ſhips, which joined him accordingly, 
and made an enquiry into the.condition of the ſquadron, 


The number of killed amounted to forty-two, including 
Captain Andrews, of the Defiance, and about one hundred 
and fixty-eight were wounded. Three of the capital ſhips 
were ſo damaged in their maſts, that they could not keep 
the ſea, with any regard to their ſafety : a great number of 
the ſeamen were ill, and there was no veſſel which could 


be converted into an hoſpital for the ſick and wounded. 
In this fituation Mr. Byng called a council of war, 2 
which the land officers were preſent. 
them, that he was much inferior to the enemy in weight 


He repreſented to 


of metal and number of men; that they had the advan 


tage of ſending their wounded to Minorca, from whence 


at the ſame time they were refreſhed and re-enforced occa 
ſionally; that, in his opinion, it was impracticable to relieve 
St. Philip's fort, and, therefore, they ought to make the 


| beſt of their way back to Gibraltar, which might require 


immediate protection. They unanimouſly concurred with 
His ſentiments,and thither he directed his couric according. 


How he came to be ſo well acquainted with the impractica- 


bility of relieving General Blakeney it is not eaſy to de. 
termine, as no experiment was made for that purpoſe 
Indeed, the negle& of ſuch a trial ſeems to have been the 


| leaſt excuſeable part of his conduct; for it afterwards a 


peared, that the officers and ſoldiers 8 to the gal. 


riſon might have been landed at the ſally-port, without 


running 0 great riſque; and a | gentleman, then = 
| olt, 


had fort; actually paſſed and EY in a hats: unhurt by c g A p. 
but any of the enemy's batteries. 
and ( XII. Mr. Byng's letter to the Admiralty, containing — 
n he a detail of this action, is ſaid to have arrived ſome days be- 786. 
the fore it was made publick; and when it appeared, was cur- 
oge- Ml tailed of divers expreſſions, and whole paragraphs, which 

either tended to his own juſtification, or implied a cenſure. 
+ the on the conduct of his ſuperiors. Whatever uſe might have 
rs to been made of this letter while it remained a ſecret to the 
nely, publick we ſhall not pretend to explain : but ſure it 18, 
Jron, that, on the ſixteenth day of June, Sir Edward Hawke and 


1din 

* ſuperſede the Admirals Byng and Weſt, in their commands 
hip of the Mediterranean ſquadron; and Mr. Byng's letter was 
keep not publiſhed till the twenty-ſixth day of the ſame month, 
ber of MW when it produced all the effect which that gentleman's bit- 
could WM tereſt enemies could have deſired. The populace took fire 
ded. like a train of the moſt haſty combuſtibles, and broke our 
ir, 2 into ſuch a clamour of rage and indignation againſt the de- 
ted to voted Admiral, as could not have been exceeded if he had 


yeight bft the whole navy of England, and left the coaſts of the 


Admiral Saunders failed from Spithead to Gibraltar, to 


dvan-W kingdom naked to invahon. This animoſity was carefully 
hence ſomented and maintained by artful emiſſaries, who mingled 
| occa- vith all publick aſſemblies, from the drawing room at St. 


relieve WY James's to the mob at Charing-croſs. They expatiated 
ke the upon the inſolence, the folly, the cowardice, and miſcon- 
require duct of the unhappy Admiral. They even preſumed to 
d with WY make their ſovereign in ſome meaſure an inſtrument of their 
ding). calumny, by ſuggeſting that his Majeſty had prognoſticated 
attic WM Byng's miſbehaviour from the contents of his firſt letter, 


; to de- Gated at Gibraltar. They ridiculed and refuted the reaſons 
urpoſe, WH be had given for returning to that fortreſs, after his ſcan- 
een the ¶ calous rencounter with the French ſquadron ; and, in order 
rds ap: to exaſperate them to the moſt implacable reſentment, they 
he gal: Kaggerated the terrible conſequences of loſing Minorca, 
without which muſt now be ſubdued through his treachery or want 
+ in the of reſolution. In a word, he was devoted as the ſcape- 
fort, goat of the miniſtry, towhoſe ſupine negligence, 1 Ignorance, 


and 
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were hired at different eg of the Wen to dung and 


and abuſe; and he was again ſo impolitick as to hazard 


ducdtive of conſiderable effect in augmenting the popular 
odium. Admiral Byng immediately embarked in the ſhip 
which had carried out his ſucceſſor, and was accompanied 
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BOOK and miſcondu@ the loſs of that important fortreſs was un- 
WH. doubtedly owing. Byng s miſcarriage was thrown out like 
7785. a barrel to the whale, in order to engage the attention of 


the people, that it might not be attracted by the real cauſe 
of the national misfortune. In order to keep up the flame 
which had been kindled againſt the Admiral, recourſe was 
had to the loweſt artifices. Agents were employed to vilify 
his perſon in all publick places of vulgar reſort; and mobs 


burn him in effig 


XIII. The t two officers who ſucceeded to the com. | 
mand in the Mediterranean were accompanied by Lord | 
Tyrawley, whom his majeſty had appointed to ſuperſede 
General Fowke in the government of Gibraltar, that gen- ö 
tleman having incurred the diſpleaſure ofthe miniſtry, for 6 

not having underſtood an order which was unintelligible. WM . 
By the ſame conveyance, a letter from the ſecretary to the ; 
Admiralty was tranſmitted to Mr. Byng, giving hin {Wl © 
notice that he was recalled. To this intimation he replicd WI f 
in ſuch a manner as denoted a conſciouſneſs of having done 
his duty, and a laudable defire to vindicate his own con- 3 
duct. His anſwer contained a further account of the en- 2 
gagement in which he was ſuppoſed to have miſbehaved, * 
intermixed with ſome puerile calculations of the enemy's I 


ſuperiority in wetght of metal, which ſerved no other pur- 
poſe than that of expoſing his character ſtill more to ridicule " 


certain expreſſions, which added freſh fuel tothe reſentment 
of his enemies. Directions were immediately diſpatched 

to Sir Edward Hawke, that Byng ſhould be ſent home in 
arreſt: and an order to the ſame purpoſe was lodged at every 
port in the kingdom: precautions, which, however unne- 
ceſſary to ſecure the perſon of a man who longed ardent 
to juſtify his character by a publick tryal, were yet pro 


by Mr. Weſt, General Fowke, and ſeveral other officers of 
that 


pur- 
licule 
AZard 
ment 
tched 
me 1n 
every 
unne- 
ently 
t pro- 
pular 
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ers of 

that 


bark their forces. 
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having ſubſcribed to the reſult of the council of war, which 


ve have mentioned above. When they arrived in Eng- 
land, Mr. Weſt met with ſuch a gracious reception from 


his Majeſty as was thought due to his extraordinary me- 
rit; but Mr. Byng was ee cloſe priſoner 1 in an 
apartment of Greenwich-Hoſpital. 


$ XIV. In the mean time, the ſiege of St. Philip s fort 
in Minorca was proſecuted with unremitting vigour. The 
aamament of Toulon, conſiſting of the fleet commanded by 


M. de la Galiſſonniere, and the troops under the Duke de 
Richelieu, arrived on the eighteenth day of April at the 


port of Ciudadella, on that part of the iſland oppoſite to 
Mahon, or St. Philip's, and immediately began to diſem- 
Two days before they reached the 


land, General Blakeney had, by a packet- boat, received 
certain intelligence of their approach, and began to make 
preparations for the defence of the caſtle. 
he commanded was very extenſive, ſurrounded with nu- 
merous redoubts, ravelines, and other outworks ; and pro- 


vided with ſubterranean galleries, mines, and traverſes, cut 


out of the ſolid rock with incredible labour. Upon the 


whole, this was one of the beſt fortified places in Europe, 


well ſupplied with artillery, ammunition, and proviſion ; 


and, without all doubt, might have ſuſtained the moſt 
deſperate fiege, had it been defended by a numerous gar- 
riſon, conducted by able engineers, under the eye and 
All theſe 


auſpices of an active and ſkilful commander. 
advantages, however, did not concur -on this occafion. 
The number of troops in Minorca did not exceed four re- 
giments, whereas, the nature of the works required at leaſt 


double the number; and, even of theſe above forty officers 
The chief engineer was rendered lame by 


were abſent. 
the gout, and the general himſelf oppreſſed with the in- 
firmities of old age. The natives of the iſland might have 
been ſerviceable as pioneers, or day. labourers; but, from 


their hatred to the proteſtant religion, wy were generally 
Vor. In. 15 | H hb averſe 


The fort which 


that garriſon, who were alſo recalled, in conſequence of c HA P, 
v. 


Cd 
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BOOK averſe to the Engliſh government, although they had lived f 


_ Hl. happily and grown wealthy under its influence. t 
Move 7750 XV. The governor ordered his officers to beat up for 8 
volunteers in the adjacent town of St. Philip's; but fer x 
or none would inliſt under his banners, and it ſeems he 01 

would not venture to compel them into the ſervice. He 3 

recalled all his advanced parties; and, in particular, 2 D 
company poſted at Fornelles, where a ſmall redoubt had fr 

been raiſed, and five companies at Ciudadella, a poſt for. th 

tified with two pieces of cannon, which were now with- fo 

drawn, as foon as the enemy began to diſembark their Sv 

forces. At the fame time Major Cunningham was de- of 


tached with a party to break down the bridges, and break hi 
up the roads between that place and St. Philip's 3 but the m 
taſk of deſtroying the roads could not be performed in ſuch 4 


a hurry, on account of the hard rock which runs along the ar 
ſurface of the ground through this whole iſland 3 nor was th 
there time to demolifh the town of St. Philip's, which bo 
ſtood fo near the fort, that the enemy could not fail to take en 
advantage of its neighbourhood, The ſtreets ſerved them co 
for trenches, which otherwiſe could not have been dug qu 
through the ſolid rock. Here they made a lodgement ne 
cloſe to the works; here they found convenient barracks th 
and quarters of refreſhment, maſks for their batteries, and tal 
an effectual cover for their mortars and bombardiers. The Fe 
general has been blamed for leaving the town ſtanding ; ha 
but if we confider his uncertainty concerning the deſtina- the 
tion of the French armament, the odious nature of ſuch WWF th 
2 precaution, which could not fail to exaſperate the inba- thi 
bitants, and the impothbility of excouting ſuch a ſcheme Nt 
alter the firſt appearance of the enemy, he will be found Bi ne 
excuſeable, if not altogether blameleſs. Some houfes and pr. 
windmills were actually demoliſhed, fo as to clear the ( 
eſplanade and the approaches. All the wine in the cellars no 
of St. Philip's town was deſtroyed, and the butts were cat- fir 
ricd into the caſtle, where they might ferve for gabi0n» a 
and traverſes. Five-andtwenty Minorquin bakers wee be 
hired; and a large number of cattle brought into the fort do 
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for the benefit of the ae The ports were walled up; c ti H p. 


the poſts aſſigned, the ſentinels placed, and all the different 
guards appointed. 
anchored in the harbour of Mahon, cloſe under the walls 
of the caſtle, ſailed away with his little ſquadron, conſiſt- 
ing of the Cheſterfield, Princeſs Louiſa, Portland, and 
Dolphin, after having left all his marines, a detachment 
from Gibraltar, the whole crew of the Porcupine floop, and 
the greater part of the Dolphin's, as a re- enforcement to the 
fort, under the immediate direction and command of Capt. 
Seroop, of the Dolphin, who, with great gallantry, 


offered himſelf for this ſevere duty; and bravely ſignaliſed 


himſelf during the whole ſiege. The French admiral 
might certainly have blocked up this harbour in ſuch 
a manner as would have prevented the eſcape of theſe ſhips, 


and divers other rich merchant veſſels, which happened 


then to be at Mahon : but, in all probability; they pur- 
poſely allowed them to abandon the place, which, on any 
emergency or aſſault, their crews and officers would have 
conſiderably re-enforced. The enemy were perfectly ac- 
quainted with the great extent of the works, and the weak- 
nets of the garriſon; from which circumſtances they derived 
the moſt ſanguine hopes that the place might be ſuddenly 
taken, without the trouble of a regular ger. After Mr. 
Edgecumbe had failed for Gibraltar; and General Blakeney 


had ordered a ſloop to be ſunk in the channel that leads to 


the harbour, the French ſquadron made its appearance at 


| this part of the iſland 5 but, without having attempted any 


thing againſt the fott, fell to the leeward of Cape-Mola. 
Next day they came in fight again, but ſoon bore away, and 


never afterwards, during the whole courſe of the ſiege, ap- 
proached ſo near as to give the garriſon the leaſt diſturbance. 


XVI. On the twenty-ſecond day of April, the gover- 
nor ſent a drummer tothe French general, with a letter, de- 
firing to know his reaſons for invading the ifland. To this an 
anſwer was returned by the Duke de Richelieu, declaring 


he was come with intention to reduce the iſland under the 


dominion of his moſt Chriſtian Majeſty, by way of re- 
. HA 5 taliation 


Commodore Edgecumbe, who then 
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| that it was- impraQicable to open a communication with 
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taliation for the conduct of his maſter, who had ſeiſed wad 


1 
. detained the ſhips belonging to the King of France and his f 
E 


ſubjects.— If we may judge from the firſt operation of this 


nobleman, he was but indifferently provided with en- le 
gineers ; for, inſtead of beginning his approaches on the d 
ſide of St. Philip's town, cloſe by the outworks, where q 
he might have been ſcreened from the fire of the garriſon, 1 1 
his batteries were erected at Cape Mola, on the other fide E 
of the harbour, where they were more expoſed, their fire de 
much leſs effectual, and indeed at too great a diſtance to fi 
be of any ſervice. The fire of St. Philip's was ſo ſevere, W 
and the cannon ſo well ſerved on this quarter, that in a to 
little time the enemy thouglit proper to change their plan be 
of attack, and advance on the ſide of St. Philip's town, E 
which ought to have been the firſt object of their conſider- fo 
ation, eſpecially as they could find little or no earth to fill at 
their gabions, and open their trenches in the uſual form. M 


On the twelfth of May, about nine at night, they opened ſu 


two bomb batteries, near the place where the windmills had T 
heen deſtroyed ; and from that period an inceſſant fire was ſqi 
kept up on both fides, from mortars and cannon, the an 
French continuing to raiſe new batteries in every fituation en 
from whence they could annoy the befteged. ſu; 
| XVII. On the ſeventeenth day of the month the garri- 

ſon were tranſported with joy at fight of the Britiſh ſqua- fin 
dron, commanded by Admiral Byng; and Mr. Boyd, ſel 
commiſſary of the ſtores, ventured to embark in a ſmall ou 
boat, with fix oars, which paſſed from St. Stephen's cove, be 

à creek on the weft ſide of the fortification, through 2 tin 
ſhower of cannon and muſketry from the enemy's poſt on un 
the other ſide, and actually reached the open fea, his de- cat 
ſign being to join the ſquadron ; but this being at a great 000 
diſtance, ſtretching away to the ſouthward, and Mr. Boyd co1 

| perceiving himſelf chaſed by two of the enemy's light ref 
veſſels, he returned by the ſame route to the garriſon, eve 
without having ſuſtained the leaſt damage. A circum- rie 
ſtance which plainiy confutes the notion of Mr. Byng, pet 


the 


GEORGE H. 
nd the garriſon of St. Philip's. 


his fieged, which had prognoſticated a naval victory to the 
his Britiſh ſquadron, a ſpeedy relief to themſelves, and no 
en- leſs than captivity to the aſſailants, were conſiderably 
the damped by the appearance of the French fleet, which 
ere quietly returned to their ſtation off the harbour of Mahon. 
on, That ſame evening they were told by a deſerter, that the 
ide Engliſh fleet had been worſted in an engagement by M. 
fire de la Galiſſonniere; and this information was ſoon con- 
e to firmed by a general diſcharge, or feu de joie, through the 
ere, whole French camp, to celebrate the victory they pretended 
in a to have obtained. How little ſoever they had reaſon to 
lan boaſt of any advantage in the action, the retreat of the 
wn, Engliſh ſquadron was undoubtedly equivalent to a victory: 
der- for had Mr. Byng acquircd and maintained the ſuperiority 
fill at ſea, the French forces, which had been diſembarked in 
rm. Minorca, would, in all probability, have been obliged to 
ned ſurrender priſoners of war to his Britannick Majeſty. 
had The caſe was now much altered in their favour: their 


ſquadron cruiſed about the iſland without moleſtation : 
and they daily received, by means of their tranſports, re- 
enforcements of men and ammunition, a as well as conſtant 
ſupplies of proviſions. 

XVIII. The Engliſh garriſon, however mortified at 
finding themſelves thus abandoned, reſolved to acquit theme 


be re-enforced, and return to their relief. In the mean 
gh a time, they ſuſtained and retorted the enemy's fire with 
ſt on undaunted reſolution. They remounted cannon, the 
s des carriages of which had been diſabled: they removed them 


could do the greateſt execution: they repaired breaches, 
reſtored merlons, and laboured with ſurpriſing alacrity, 
even when they were ſurrounded by the numerous batte- 


pets, were demoliſhed, and they ſtood expoſed not only 
to the cannon and mortars, but alſo to the muſquetry, which 
fired 


ſelves with gallantry in the defence of the place, not with- 
out ſome remaining hope that the Engliſh ſquadron would 


occaſionally to places from whence it was judged they 


ries of the foe ; when their embraſures, and even the para- 


Next day the hopes of the be- c 4 a F. 
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fired upon them, without ceaſing, from the windows of 
the houſes in the town of St. Philip. By this time, they 
were inveſted with an army of twenty thouſand men, and 
plyed inceſſantly from ſixty- two battering cannon, twenty- 
one mortars, and four howitzers, beſides the ſmall arms: 
nevertheleſs, the loſs of men within the fortreſs was very 
inconſiderable, the garriſon being moſtly ſecured in the 
ſubterranean works, which were impenetrable to ſhells or 
ſhot. By the twenty ſeventh day of June they had made 2 
practicable breach in one of the ravelins, and damaged the 
other outworks to fuch a degree, that they determined this 
night to give a general aſſault, Accordingly, between the 
hours of ten and eleven, they advanced to the attack from 
all quarters on the land- ſide. At the fame time a ſtrong 
detachment, in armed boats, attempted to force the har- 
bour, and penetrate into the creck, called St. Stephen's 
Cave, to Rorm Fort-Charles, and ſecond the attack upon 
Fort Marlborough, on the farther fide of the creek, the 
moſt detached of all the outworks, 'The enemy advanced 
with great intrepidity, and their commander, the Duke 
de Richelieu, is ſaid to have led them up to the works 
in perſon. Such an aſfault could not but be attended with 
great ſlaughter : they were mowed down, as they approach- 
ed, with grape-ſhot and muſquetry ; and ſeveral mines were 
ſprung with great effect, ſo that the glacis was almoſt 
covered with the dying and the dead. Nevertheleſs, they 
perſevered with uncommon reſolution; and, though re- 
pulſed on every other ſide, at length made a lodgement in 
the Queen s redoubt, which had been greatly damaged 
by their cannon. Whether their ſucceſs in this quarter 
was owing to the weakneſs of the place, or to the timidity 
of the defender, certain it is, the enemy were in poſſeſſion 
before it was known to the officers of the garriſon ; for 
Licutenant-Colonel Jeffries, the ſecond in command, who 
had acquitted him ſelf ſince the beginning « of the ſiege with 
equal courage, ſkill, and activity, in his viſitation of this 
poſt, was ſuddenly ſurrounded and taken by a file of 


F rench grenadiers, at a time when he never dreamed they 
-— at 
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had made a lodgment. Major Cunningham, who ac- CH A P, 


companied him, met with a ſeverer fate, though he eſ- 
caped captivity: he was run through the arm with a 
bayonet, and the piece being diſcharged at the ſame time, 
ſhattered the bones of his hand in ſuch a manner, that he 
was maimed for life. In this ſhocking condition he re- 
tired behind a traverſe, and was carried home to his quar- 
ters. Thus the governor was deprived of his two princi- 
pal aſſiſtants, one being taken, and the other diſabled. _ 
$ XIX. The enemy having made themſelves maſters 
of Anſtruther's and the Queen's redoubts, from which 
perhaps they might have been diſſodged, had a vigorous 
effort been made for that purpoſe, before they had leiſure 
to ſeeure themſelves, the Duke de Richelieu ordered a par- 
ley to be beat, in order to obtain permiſſion to bury the 


dead, and remove the wounded. This requeſt was granted 


with more humanity than diſcretion, inaſmuch as the 
enemy took this opportunity to throw a re-enforecment of 


2 


men privately into the places where the lodgements had 


been made, and theſe penetrated into the gallery of the 
mines, which communicated with all the other outworks. 
During this ſhort ceſſation, General Blakeney ſummoned 


a council of war, to deliberate upon the ſtate of the fort 


_ garriſon : and the majority declared for a capitulation. 


The works were in many places ruined; the body of the 


caſtle was ſhattered; many guns were diſmounted, the em- 
braſures and parapets demoliſhed, the palliſadoes broke in 


pieees, the garriſon exhauſted with hard duty and inceſſant 


watching, and the enemy in poſſe ſſion of the ſubterranean 
communications. Beſides, the governor had received in- 


format ion from priſoners, that the Duke de Richelieu was 


alarmed by a report that the Marſhal Duke de Belleiſle 
would be ſent to ſuperſede him in the command, ard for 


that reaſon would hazard another deſperate aſſault, which 
it was the opinion of the majority the garriſon could not 
ſuſtain. Theſe conſiderations, added to the deſpair of 
being relieved, induced him to demand a capitulation. 
But this meaſure. was not taken with the unanimous con- 


ſent 
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| BOOK ſent of the council. Some officers obſerved, that the 
on. - 


garriſon was very little diminiſhed, and till in good 
ſpirits : that no breach was made in the body of the caſtle, 
nor a ſingle cannon erected to batter in breach: that the 
loſs of an outwork was never deemed a ſufficient reaſon for 
ſurrendering ſuch a fortreſs ; that the counterſcarp was 


not yet taken, nor, on account of the rocky ſoil, could be 
taken, except by aſſault, which would coſt the enemy a 
greater number than they had loſt in their late attempt : 
that they could not attack the ditch, or batter in breach, 


before the counterſcarp ſhould be taken, and even then 
they muſt have recourſe to galleries before they could paſs 


the foſſé, which was furniſhed with mines and counter- 


mines: finally, they ſuggeſted, that in all probability 
the Britiſh ſquadron would be re-enforced, and fail back 
to their relief; or, if it ſhould not return, it was the 


duty of the governor to defend the place to extremity, 


without having any regard to the conſequences. Theſe 


remarks being over-ruled, the chamade was beat, a con- 
ference enſued, and very honourable conditions were 


granted to the garriſon, in conſideration of the gallant de- 


fence they had made. This it muſt be owned was vigorous 

while it laſted, as the French general was faid to have loſt 
five thouſand men in the fiege : whereas the loſs of the 
_ garriſon, which at firſt fell ſhort of three thouſand men, 
did not exceed one hundred. The capitulation imported 
that the garriſon ſhould march out with all the honours of 
war, and be conveyed by ſea to Gibraltar. The French 
| were put in poſſeſſion of one gate, as well as Fort Charles 


and Marlborough redoubt ; but the Engliſh troops re- 
mained in the other works till the ſeventh day of July, 


when they embarked. In the mean time, reciprocal civi- 
lities paſſed between the commanders and officers of both 
nations. 


XX. The articles of capitulation were no ſooner ex- 


ecuted than Monſieur de la Galiſſonniere failed back to 


Toulon, with all the prizes which had lain at anchor in 


the harbour of Mahon ſince the fort of St. Philip was firſt 


inveſted. 
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inveſted. In all probability the ſafety of himſelf and his C HAT 
whole ſquadron was owing to this expeditious retreat; for V. 
in a few days after the ſurrender of the fort, Sir Edward 1356. 


Hawke's fleet, augmented by five ſhips of the line, which 
had been ſent from England, when the firſt tidings ar- 


rived of Minorca's being invaded, now made its appear- 


ance off the iſland ; but by this time Galifſonniere was re- 


tired, and the Engliſh admiral had the mortification to 


ſee the French colours flying upon St. Philip's caſtle. 


What, perhaps, chagrined this gallant officer ſtill more, 
he was not provided with frigates, ſloops, and ſmall craft 
to cruiſe round the iſland, and intercept the ſupplies which 
were daily ſent to the enemy. 
ſooner, he might have diſcomfited the French ſquadron ; 
but he could not have raiſed the ſiege of St. Philip's,, be- 
cauſe the Duke de Richelicu had received his re-enforce- 


long withſtand. Indeed, if the garriſon had been con- 
fiderably re-enforced, and the communication with it 


the aſſailants would have had cauſe to repent of their en- 
8 ; 

XXI. 
to Verſailles, by the Count of Egmont, whom the Duke 


France were tranſported with the moſt extravagant joy. 


encomiums upon the conqueror of Minorca, who was 


while the conduct of the Engliſh was vilified and ridiculed 
in ballads, farces, and paſquinades. Nothing more argues 


mean triumph for an advantage, which, in more vigorous 
Nor is this childiſh ex- 


mony of a Te Deum Laudamus. 


the 


Had he reached Minorca 


ments, and ſuch a train of artillery as no fortification could 


opened by ſea, the defence would have been protra cted, 
and fo many vigorous ſallies might have been made, that 
When the news ot the conqueſt was brought i 
de Richelieu had diſpatched for that purpoſe, the people of 


Nothing was ſeen but triumphs and proceffions ; nothing 
heard but anthems, congratulations, and hyperbolical 


celebrated in a thouſand poems and ſtudied orations; 


the degeneracy of a warlike nation than the pride of ſuch 
times, would ſcarce have been diſtinguiſhed by the cere- 


uation, that diſgraces the laurels of victory, confined to 
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the kingdom of France. 'Truth obliges us to own, that 
even the ſubjeQs of Great-Britain are apt to be elevated 
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: 

by ſucceſs into an illiberal inſolence of ſelf applauſe, and [ 
contemptuous compariſon. This muſt be condemned ag } 
a proof of unmanly arrogance, and abſurd ſelf-conceit, by 
all thoſe who coolly reflect, that the events of war gene- | 
rally, if not always, depend upon the genius or miſconduct x 
of one individual. The loſs of Minorca was ſeverely felt b 
c 

d 

h 

v, 

n 


in England, as a national diſgrace; but, inſtead of pro- 


ducing dejeQion and deſpondence, it excited an univerſal 
clamour of rage and reſentment, -not only againſt Mr, 
Byng, who had retreated from the French ſquadron ; but 


alſo in reproach of the adminiſtration, which was taxed 


with having negle&ed the ſecurity of Minorca. Nay, iW te 


ſome politicians were inflamed into a ſuſpicion, that this im- cc 


portant place had been negatively betrayed into the hands 01 
of the enemy, that, in caſe the arms of Great-Britain V 
ſhould proſper in other parts of the world, the French et 


King might have ſome fort of equivalent to reſtore for w 


the conqueſts which ſhould be abandoned at the peace. ff 
This notion, however, ſeems to have been congeived from W 


prejudice and party, which now began to appear with the m 


moſt acrimonious aſpect, not only throughout the united ot 
kingdoms in general, but even in the f n's councils. tri 

XXII. Sir Edward Hawke, being diſappointed in his WW {il 
hope of encountering La Galiſſonniere, and relieving the be 
Engliſh garriſon of St. Philip's, at leaſt aſſegted the em- in 
ber Great-Britain in the Mediterranean, by annoying | 
the commerce of the enemy, and blocking up their ſqua- WW 41 
dron in the harbour of Toulon. Underſtanding that the th 


| Auſtrian government at Leghorn had detained an Engliſh ab 


privateer, and impriſoned the captain, on pretence that he WI 
had violated the neutrality of the port, he detached two th 


ſhips of war, to inſiſt, in a peremptory manner, on the fe- 
leaſe of the ſhip, effects, crew, and captain; and they 
thought proper to comply with his demands, even without 
waiting for orders from the court of Vienna. The perſon 


in whoſe behalf the Admiral thus interpoſed, was one 
| Fortunatus 
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hat Fortunatis Wright, a native of Liverpool; who, though C HA p. 
ted a ſtranger to a ſea-life, had, in the laſt war, equippeda V 
and privateeer, and diſtinguiſhed himſelf in ſuch a manner, by 275 
d as his uncommon vigilance and valour, that, if he had been 5 
, by indulged with a command ſuitable to his genius, he would 
ene - have deſerved as honourable a place in the annals of the 


duct navy, as that which the French have beſtowed upon their 


felt boaſted Guai Trouin, Du Bart, and Thurot. An un- 
pro- common exertion of ſpirit was the occaſion of his being 
erſal detained at this junQure. While he lay at anchor in the 


Mr. 
but 
axed 
Nay, 
s im- 
ands 
1tain 
ench 
e for 
eace. 

from 
h the 


harbour of Leghorn, commander of the St. George pri- 
vateer of Liverpool, a ſmall ſnip of twelve guns and eighty 
men, a large French xebeque, mounted with fix- 


| complement, choſe her ſtation in view of the harbour, in 
order to interrupt the Britiſh commerce. The gallant 
Wright could not endure this inſult ; notwithſtanding the 
enemy's ſuperiority in metal and number of men, he 


| {ht of the ſhore, and after a very obſtinate diſpute, in 
which the captain, lieutenant, and above threeſcore of the 


nited WW obliged them to ſheer off, and returned to the harbour in 
ncils. triumph. This brave corſair would, no doubt, have ſigna- 
in his liſed himſelf by many other exploits, had not he, in the ſequel, 


been overtaken in the midſt of his career by a dreadful ſtorm, 


e ng 
in which the, ſhip foundering, he and all his crew periſhed. 


e em- 
oying 


ſqua- diterranean, and inſulted the enemy's ports, returned with 


at the the home ward bound trade to Gibraltar; from whence, 

nglih about the latter end of the year, he ſet fail for England 
hat he with part of his ſquadron, leaving the reſt in that bay, for 
-d two the protection of our commerce, which in thoſe parts 

the re- oon began to ſuffer extremely from French privateers, 
d they that now ſwarmed in the Mediterranean. General Blake- 
\ithout . ney had arrived, with the garriſon of Minorca, at Portſ- 


mouth in the month of November, and been received with 
expreſſions of tumultuous joy: every place through which 
he 


perſon 


teen cannon, and nearly three times the number of his 


weighed anchor, hoiſted his fails, engaged him within 


| men belonging to the xebeque were killed on the ſpot, he 


XXIII. Sir Edward Hawke, having ſcoured the Me- 
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5 O o E he paſſed celebrated his return with bonefires, illuminations, 
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bell-ringing, and acclamations : every mouth was opened 
in his praiſe, extolling him for the gallant defence he had 
made in the caſtle of St. Philip. In a word, the people's 
veneration for Blakeney increaſed in proportion to their 
abhorrence of Byng : the firſt was lifted into an idol of 
admiration, while the other ſunk into an object of reproach; 
and they were viewed at different ends of a falſe perſpective, 
through the medium of prejudice and paſſion; of a perſpective 
artfully contrived, and applied by certain mrs for 
the purpoſes of ſelf-intereſt and deceit. The . — is 
faid to have been influenced by the prepoſſeſſion of the 
 ſ——t, Mr. Blakeney met with a gracious reception 
from his Majeſty, who raiſed him to the rank of an Iriſh 
baron, in conſideration of his faithful ſervices, while ſome 
malcontents murmured at this mark of favour, as an un- 

reaſonable ſacrifice to popular miſapprehenfion. 
$ XXIV. In the beginning of the year, the meaſures 
taken by the government in England ſeem to have been 
chiefly dictated by the dread of an invaſion, from which 
the miniſters did not think themſelves ſecured by the 
guard-ſhips and cruiſers on different parts of the coaſt, or 
the ſtanding army of the kingdom, though re-enforced by 
the two bodies of German auxiliaries. A conſiderable 
number of new troops was levied : the ſucceſs in recruiting 
was not only promoted by the land-holders throughout the 
kingdom, who thought their eſtates were at ſtake, and for 
that reaſon encouraged their dependants to engage in the 
ſervice, but alſo in a great meaſure owing to a dearth of 
corn, which reduced the lower claſs of labourers to ſuch 
diſtreſs, that ſome infurreQions were raiſed, and many 
inliſted with a view to obtain a livelihood, which other wiſe 
they could not earn. New ſhips of war were built, and 
daily put in commiſſion ; but it was found impracticable 
to man them, without having recourſe to the odious and 
illegal practice of impreſſing ſailors, which muſt always be 
a reproach to every free people. Notwithſtanding large 
bounties, granted by the government to volunteers, g . 
dun 
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found neceſſary to lay an embargo upon all ſhipping, and e HA F. 


ions 
ene impreſs all the ſeamen that could be found, without any df 
had regard to former protections; ſo that all the merchant-ſhips 12 3 
ple; I vere ſtripped of their hands, and foreign commerce for 5 
their ſome time wholly. ſuſpended. Nay, the expedient 
lol of of compelling men into the ſervice was carried to an 
"ach; unuſual degree of oppreſſion ; for rewards were publickly 
tive, offered to thoſe who ſhould difcover where any ſeaman lay 
Qive concealed : fo that thoſe unhappy people were in ſome re- 
$ for ſpects treated like felons, dragged from their families and 
— iz connexions to confinement, mutilation, and death, and 
f the totally cut off from the enjoyment of that liberty, which, 
ption perhaps, at the expenſe of their lives, their own arms had 
Iriſh helped to preſerve, in favour of their ungrateful country“. 
ſome XXV. About eighty ſhips of the line and threeſcore 
n un- frigates were already equipped, and conſiderable bodies of 
land forces aſſembled, when, on the third day of February, 
fares a proclamation was iſſued, requiring all officers civil an1 
been military, upon the firſt appearance of any hoſtile attempt 
hich to land upon the coaſts of the kingdom, immediately to 
the cauſe all horſes, oxen, or cattle, which might be fit for 
t, or draft or burthen, and not actually employed in the 
ed by king's ſervice, or in the defence of the country, and alſo (ſo 
rable far as might be practicable) all other cattle and proviſions, 
iting to be driven and removed twenty miles at leaſt from the 
it the place where ſuch hoſtile attempt ſnould be made, and to 
bor ſecure the ſame, ſo as that they might not fall into the 
n the hands or power of thoſe who ſhould make ſuch attempt 3 
thot Wl '<gard being had, however, that the reſpective owners 
ſuch IM ſhould ſuffer as little damage as might be conſiſtent with 
nany (hy publick faſety. 
rwiſe 5 XXVI. 
and * At this juncture, a vmber of publick ſpirited merchants of the city of 
cable London, and others, formed themſelves in a very laudable affociation, under 
; and the name of the Marine Society, and contributed conſiderable ſums of mo- 
ney for equipping ſuch orphans, friendleſs, and forlorn boys, as were wil- 
ys be ling to engage in the ſervice of the navy. In conſequence of this excellent 
large Plan, which was executed with equal zeal and diſcretion, many thouſand, 
t was were reſcued from miſery, and rendered uſeful members of that fociety, of 
3 which they muſt have been the bane and the reproach, without this humane 


interpoſition. 
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tility; but with regard to the lands on the Ohio, to put, without delay; 
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$ XXVI. As the miniſtry were determined to make their MW ! 
chief efforts againſt the enemy in North-Ameriea, where {W ! 
the firſt hoſtilities had been committed, and where the * 

n 


ſtrongeſt impreſſion could be made, a detachment of two 


regiments was ſent thither under the conduct of General MW © 


Abercrombie, appointed as ſuceeſſor to General Shirley, * 
whom they had recalled, as a perſon no ways qualified to i l 
oonduct military operations { not, indeed, could any ſuc- WM © 
ceſs in war be expected from a man who had not been fi 
trained to arms, nor ever acted but in a civil capacity. ©* 
But the command in chief of all the forces in America was i ſh 
conferred upon the Earl of Loudoun, a nobleman of if 1 
amiable character, who had already diſtinguiſhed himſcli i ** 
in the ſervice of his countty. Over and above this com- Jul 
mand, he was now appoirited governor of Virginia, and | a 
_ colonel of a royal Ameriean regiment, conſiſting of four i po 
battalions, to be raiſed in that country, and diſciplined D 
by officers of experience, invited from foreign ſervice. Mr. e 
Abercrombie ſet fail for America in March; but the Earl * 


of Loudoun, who directed in chief the plan of operations, be! 
and was veſled with power and authority little inferior to N ehe 

thoſe of a viceroy, A: not embark till _ lattet end of don 
| May. Fe EPS land 


XXVII. All theſe previous meaſures being taken, his CE 


; Majeſty, in the courſe of the ſame month, thought proper Niue » 
to e a een, of war * N the French King; Wo et 


import ing; 


JV propoſed that of 
ders ſhould be immediately diſpatched to the Engliſh governors in Americy 
with expreſs orders to deſiſt from atry new undertaking, and all afts of hol 


matters on the ſame footing in which they ſtood before the late war, th 
the reſpeRive claims of both nations might be amicably referred to the com. 
miſſaries at Paris. The Britiſh court agreed to the ceſſation of hoſtilitic 
and the diſcuſſion of the diſputes in the miniſters of the two crowns, 0! 
condition that all the poſſeſſions in America ſhould be previouſly put in the 
Gtuation preſcribed by the treaty of Utrecht, confirmed by that of Aix-# 
Chapelle. The French miniſtry, inſtead of comply ing with this conditio! 
produced an evaſive draft of a preliminary convention, and this was 3" 
iwered by a counter-propoſal ; At length the ambaſſador of France demand 


ed, as preliminary conditions, that Great-Britain would renounce all clain 
l 
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then importing, that, ſince the treaty of Aix- la- Chapelle, the CH A v. 


Fhere il uſurpations and encroachments made upon the Britiſh ter- 


© the rtitories in America had been notorious: That his Britan- 
f two I nick Majeſty had, in divers ſerious repreſentations to the 
neral MW court of Verſailles, complained of theſe repeated acts of 
irley, violence, and demanded ſatisfaction; but notwithſtanding 
<4 to che repeated aſſurances given by the French King, that 
y ſuc: | every thing ſhould be ſettled agreeably to the treaties ſub- 
"been ! ſiſting between the two crowns, and particularly that the 
acity. evacuation. of the four neutral iſlands in the Weſt-Indics 
2 was ſhould be effected, the execution of theſe aſſurances, and 
an d f the treaties on which they were founded, had been 
umſel evaded under the moſt frivolous pretences : That the un- 
com- juſtiſiable practice of the French governors, and officers 
, and acting under their authority, were ſtill continued, until 
of four they broke out in open acts of hoſtility in the year one 
line | thouſand ſeven hundred and fifty-four ; when in time of 
e. Mr. profound peace, without any declaration of war, without 
be Bal previous notice Biven, or application made, a body of 


French 


ations; 
1 ſouth coaſt of the river St. Laurence, and the lakes that diſcharge them- 


rior to 


land between the tivers Ohio and Ouabache, A memorial was afterwards 
[preſented on the ſame ſubjeR, including the affair of the neutral lands i in 
the Weſt-Indies; but this was amply refuted in another piece, in which 
; proper the Britiſh miniſtry obſerved, that even at the very opening of the commiſſi- 
1 King; pon eſtabliſhed in Paris, for terminating amicably the difputes in North-Ame - 
porting a, the French invaded Nova-Scotia, erected three forts in the heart of 


en, his 


chat province, and would have deſtroyed the Engliſh fettlement at Halifax, 


8 43 that of lid they nat been prevented: That the like hoſtilities were committed up- 
America d his Pritannjck Majeſty's ſuljets on the Ohio and Indian lakes, where 


As of ho be governors appointed by the French King, without any ſhadow of right, 


Prokibired the Engliſh from trading; ſciſed their traders by force, and ſent 
hem priſoners to France; invaded the territories of Virginia, attacked a 
Wort that covered its frontier, and, to ſecure their uſurpations, erected, with 


out dela); 
> war, that 
o the com. 


hoſtilities, 

-rowns, o lis Britannick Majeſty had complained of theſe hoſtilities to the court of 
put in tht AP frfailles, but without effect; ſo that he found himſelt obliged to provide 
of Aix-l RF the ſeoutity of his ſubjects; and as the encroachments made hy France 


Pere hoſtile, it could never be unlawful, or irreconcileable with the aſſu - 


conditio 
ais was al Ence of his Majeſty's peaccable diſpoſition, to repel an aggreflor ; and that 
ice deman WR” lame motive of ſelf defence had forced him to ſeife the French ſhips and 


f rs, in order to deprive that court of the means of making an Invaſion, . 


ce all claia f 
* | ib which their miniſters in all the courts of Europe had menaced 25 nd. 


(0 


; ſelves into that river; cede to the French twenty leagues of country lying 
end ot Along the bay of Pandy which divides Acadia, or Nova - Scotia; and all the 


pn armed force, a chain of forts on the lands which they had inraded - That 
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in North-America: That great naval armaments were 


_ with ſpecious profeſſions of a deſire to accommodate theſe 


periority of the French forces in America, and enable 


execution: That, in conſequence of the juſt and neceſ 
ſary meaſures taken by the King of Great-Britain for 


madation, and carry on the war with the utmoſt violence, 
the honour of his crown, and the welfare of his ſubjeQs 
he had hitherto obſerved. A denunciation of war followel 


that all the French ſubjeQs reſiding in Great-Britain and 
Ireland, who thould demean themſelves dutifully to the g 
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French King's commiſſion, attacked in an hoſtile manner, 
and took poſſeſſion of, an Engliſh fort on the river Ohio 


prepared in the ports of France, and a conſiderable body 
of French troops embarked for that country : That al- 
though the French ambaſſador was ſent back to England, 


differences, it appeared their real deſign was only to 
amuſe, and gain time for the paſſage of theſe ſupplies and 
re-enforcements, which they hoped would ſecure the ſu- 


them to carry their ambitious and oppreſſive projects into 


preventing the ſucceſs of ſuch a dangerous deſign, the 
French ambaſſador was immediately recalled from Eng- 
land, the fortifications of Dunkirk were enlarged, great q 
bodies of troops marched down to the ſea-coaſts of France, WW g 
and the Britiſh dominions threatened with an invaſion : a7 
That though the King of England, in order to fruſtratc „, 
theſe intentions, had given orders for ſeiſing at ſea the ſhips WM th 


of the French King and his ſubjects, yet he had hitherto WM . « 


contented himſelf with detaining thoſe ſhips which i ba 
been taken, and preſerving their cargoes entire, without WW far 


_ proceeding to confiſcation ; but it being at laſt evident, * 
from the hoſtile invaſion of Minorca, that the court f 


Verſailles was determined to reje& all propoſals of accom: 
his Britannick Majeſty could no longer, conſiſtently witl 
remain within thoſe bounds, which, from a deſire of peace, 
in the uſual form, and was concluded with an aſſurancy, 
vernment, might depend upon its protection, and be fi 


in their perſons and effects. 
| $ XX VII 
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| and his declaration was couched in terms of uncommon 
aſperity. He artfully threw a ſhade over the beginning of 

| hoſtilities in North-America, referring to a memorial which 

| had been delivered to the ſeveral courts of Europe, con- 


| ceded. He inſiſted on the attack made by the King of Eng- 
| land, in the year one thouſand ſeven hundred and fifty- 
four, on the French poſſeſhons in North-America; and 
| aſterwards by the Engliſh navy on the navigation and com- 
| merce of the French ſubjects, in contempt of the law of 
| nations, and direct violation of treaties: 
that the French ſoldiers and ſailors underwent the harſh- 

| eſt treatment in the Britiſh iſles, exceeding thoſe bounds 

| which are preſcribed to the moſt rigorous rights of war, 
by the law of nature, and common humanity. He af- 

{ firmed, that while the Engliſh miniſtry, under the appear- 

| ance. of ſincerity, impoſed upon the French ambaſſador 

| with falſe proteſtations, orders diametrically oppoſite to 

| theſe deceitful aſſurances of a ſpeedy acconimodation were 
actually carrying into execution in North-America: That 

{ while the court of London employed every caballing art, and 
ſquandred away the ſubſidies of England, to inſtigate other 
powers againſt France, his moſt Chriſtian Majeſty did not 
even aſk of theſe powers the ſuccours which guarantees and 

| defenſive treaties authoriſed him to demand: but recom- 

| mended to them ſuch meaſures only as tended to their own 
peace and ſecurity : That while the Engliſh navy, by the 
[moſt odious violences, and ſometimes by the vileſt artifices, 
made captures of French veſlels, navigating in full ſecu- 

| rity under the ſafeguard of publick faith, his moſt Chriſtian | 
Majeſty releaſed an Engliſh frigate taken by a French 
ſquadron, and Britiſh veſſels traded to the ports of 
France without moleſtation : 
formed by theſe different methods of proceeding would 
gconvince all Europe, that one court was 0 by mo- 


n . 


$ XXVIII. In the beginning of June the French King 0 * A P. 


00 war in his turn againſt his Britannick Majeſtyj, 
AGE 


1750, 


taining a ſummary of thoſe facts which related to the pre- 
ſent war, and the negociations by which it had been pre- 


He complained 


That the ſtriking contraſt 
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French troops, commanded by an officer bearing the 
French King's commiſſion, attacked in an hoſtile manner, 
and took poſſeſſion of, an Engliſh fort on the river Ohio 
in North-America: That great naval armaments were 
prepared in the ports of France, and a conſiderable body 
of French troops embarked for that country: That al- 
though the French ambaſſador was ſent back to England, 
with ſpecious profeſſions of a deſire to accommodate theſe 
differences, it appeared their real deſign was only to 
amuſe, and gain time for the paſſage of theſe ſupplics and 
re- enforcements, which they hoped would ſecure the ſu- 
periority of the French forces in America, and enablc 
them to carry their ambitious and oppreſſive projects into 
execution: That, in conſequence of the juſt and neceſ- 
| fary meaſures taken by the King of Great-Britain for 
preventing the ſucceſs of ſuch a dangerous deſign, the 
French ambaſſador was immediately recalled from Eng- 
land, the fortifications of Dunkirk were enlarged, great 
bodies of troops marched down to the ſea-coaſts of France, 
and the Britiſh dominions threatened with an invaſion : 
That though the King of England, in order to fruſtrate 
theſe intentions, had given orders for ſeiſing at ſea the ſhips | 
of the French King and his ſubjects, yet he had hitherto 4 
contented himſelf with detaining thoſe ſhips which in 
been taken, and preſerving their cargoes entire, without 
proceeding to confiſcation ; but it being at laſt evident, p. 
from the hoſtile invaſion of Minorca, that the court of A 


Verſailles was determined to reject all propoſals of accom- d 
. modation, and carry on the war with the utmoſt violence, 1 
his Britannick Majeſty could no longer, conſiſtently with 


the honour of his crown, and the welfare of his ſubjeQs, 
remain within thoſe bounds, which, from a deſire of peace, 
he had hitherto obſerved. A denunciation of war followed 
in the uſual form, and was concluded with an aſſurance, 
that all the French ſubjects reſiding in Great-Britain and 
Ireland, who thould demean themſelves dutifully to the go- 
vernment, might depend upon its prote tion, and be fat 
in their perſons and effects. 1 

2 5 XX VII. 
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$ XXVIIL In the beginning of June the F rench King CHAP, 


declared war in his turn againſt his Britannick Majeſty, 


and his declaration was couched. in terms of uncommon 
aſperity. He artfully threw a ſhade over the beginning of 
hoſtilities in North-America, referring to a memorial which 
had been delivered to the ſeveral courts of Europe, con- 


taining a ſummary of thoſe facts which related to the pre- 
ſent war, and the negociations by which it had been pre- 
ceded, He inſiſted on the attack made by the King of Eng- 
land, in the year one thouſand ſeven hundred and fifty- 
four, on the French poſſeſſions in North-America; and 


afterwards by the Engliſh navy on the navigation and com- 


merce of the French ſubjects, in contempt of the law of 
nations, and direct violation of treaties: He complained 


that the French ſoldiers and ſailors underwent the harſh- 


eſt treatment in the Britiſh iſles, exceeding thoſe bounds 
which are preſcribed to the moſt rigorous rights of war, 
by the law of nature, and common humanity. He af- 
firmed, that while the Engliſh miniſtry, under the appear- 
ance. of ſincerity, impoſed upon the French ambaſſador 
with falſe proteſtations, orders diametrically oppoſite to 


theſe deceitful aſſurances of a ſpeedy accommodation were 


actually carrying into execution in North-America: That 


while the court of London employed every caballing art, and 
ſquandred away the ſubſidies of England, to inſtigate other 


powers againſt France, his moſt Chriſtian Majeſty did not 
even aſk of theſe powers the ſuccours which guarantees and 
defenſive treaties authoriſed him to demand: but recom- 


mended to them ſuch meaſures only as tended to their own 
peace and ſecurity : That while the Engliſh navy, by the 
moſt odious violences, and ſometimes by the vileſt artifices, 
made captures of French veſſels, navigating in full ſecu- 
rity under the ſafeguard of publick faith, his moſt Chriſtian 


Majeſty' releaſed an Engliſh frigate taken by a French 


ſquadron, and Britiſh veſſels traded to the ports of 


France without moleſtation : That the ſtriking contraſt 
formed by theſe different methods of proceeding would 


convince all Europe, that one court was guided by mo- 
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tives of jealouſy; ambition, and avarice : and that the con- 


duct of the other was founded on principles of honour, 
juſtice, and moderation: That the vague imputat ions con- 
tained in the King of England's declaration, had in reality 
no foundation; and the very manner in which they were ſet 
forth would prove their futility and falſehood: That the 
mention made of the works at Dunkirk, and the troops 
aſſembled on the coaſts of the ocean, implied the moſt groſs 
attempt to deceive mankind into a belief, that theſe were 
the points which determined the King of England to iſſue 


orders for ſeiſing the French veſſels; whereas, the works at 


Dunkirk were not begun till after two French ſhips of war 


| had been taken by an Engliſh ſquadron ; and depredations 


had been committed fix months upon the ſubjeQs of France 
before the firſt battalions began their march for the ſea- 


| fide. In a word, the moſt Chriſtian King; laying aſide 


that paliteneſs and decorum on which his people value 


themſelves above all the nations upon the face of the 
earth, very roundly taxes his brother monarch's adminiſtra- 


tion with piracy, perfidy, inhumanity, and deceit. A 
charge conveyed in ſuch reproachful terms, againſt one of 


the moſt reſpeQable crowned heads in Europe, will appear 
the more extraordinary and injurious, if we confider that 


the aceuſers were N nen with the falſity of their 


>  & -*. * 


ide thoſe very arts which they affected ſo och to 
to decry. For, after all, it muſt be allowed, that no- 
thing could be juſtly urged againſt the Engliſh government, 
with reſpe& to France, except the omifhon of a mere form, 

which other nations might interpret into an irregularity, 
but could not conſtrue into perfidions dealing, as the 
French had previouſly violated the peace by their inſolence 
and encroachments. 

XXIX. Whatever might have been the opinion of other 
nations, certain it is, the ſubjects of Great-Britain heartily 


approved of the hoſtilities committed and intended againſt 


a people, whom they have always conſidered as their natu- 


ral Enemies, and the incendiaries of Europe. They 1 717 
| 1 nally 


” Los Ha —4 «s 


060 ROE I. 


fully contributed to the expenſe of armaments®, and CH A P, 
ſeemed to approve of their deſtination, in hopes of being V. 
able to wipe off the diſgraces they had ſuſtained in the de- 
feat of Braddock, and the loſs of Minorca, The laſt 
event made a deep impreſſion upon the minds of the com- 
munity, An addreſs was preſented to the King by the 
lord-mayor, aldermen, and common-council of Lon- 
don, containing ſtrong hints to the diſadvantage of the mi- 
niſtry. They expreſſed their apprehenſion, that the loſs 
of the important fortreſs of St. Philip and iſland of Minorca, 
poſſeſſions of the utmoſt conſequence to the commerce and 
naval ſtrength of Great-Britain, without any attempt by 
timely and effectual ſuccours to prevent or defeat an attack, 
after ſuch early notice of the enemy's intentions, and 
when his Majeſty's navy was ſo evidently ſuperior to 
their's, would be an indelible reproach on the honour of ' 
the Britiſh nation. They expatiated upon the imminent 
danger to which the Britiſh poſſeſſions in America were 
expoſed, by the miſmanagement and delays which had at- 
tended the defence of thoſe invaluable colonies, the object 
of the preſent war, the principal ſource of the wealth and 
ſtrength of theſe kingdoms. They lamented the want 
of a conſtitutional well-regulated militia, the moſt natural 
and certain defence againſt all invaders whatſoever. They 
fignified their hope, that the authors of the late loſſes and 
diſappointments would be detected, and brought to condign 
puniſhment 3; that his Majeſty's known intentions of pro- 
tecting and defending his ſubjects in their rights and poſ- 
ſeſſions might be faithfully and vigorouſly carried into 
execution ; and the large ſupplies, ſo neceſſarily demand- 
ed, and fo chearfully granted, might be religiouſly applied 
to the defence of theſe kingdoms, their colonies, and their 
commerce, as well as to the annoyance of their inveterate 
and FO enemies, the only jure means of obtaining 


1-2: a laſt- 

8 ee af aſter the declaration of war, the French ſhips and cargoes 
which had been taken were tried, and condemned as legal prizes, expeſed 
to publick ſale, and their produce lodged in the Bank; but in What manner 


this money, amounting to a large ſum, was ciftributed or my lojed, vre 
have not been able to diſcover. 
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4 laſting and honourable peace. In anſwer to this addreſ: 
the King aſſured them, that he would not fail to do juſtice 
upon any perſons who ſhould have been wanting in their 

duty to him and their country ; to enforce obedience and 
diſcipline in his fleets and armies; and to ſupport the 
authority and reſpe& due to his government. Remon- 

ſttances of the ſame kind were preſented by different coun- 
ties and corporations and the populace nene aloud 
for enquiry and juſtice. 

XXX. The firſt victim chere to the enraged multi- 
tude was the unfortunate General F ke who had been 
deputy-governor of Gibraltar, and behaved with remark- 
able conduct and integrity in the exerciſe of that impor- 
tant office, till that period, when he fell under the diſplea- 
ſure of the government. He was now brought to trial 
before a board of general officers, and accuſed of having 
diſobeyed the orders he had received from the ſecretary at 


war i in n three ſucceſſive letters“, neee the relief of Mi- 
| | : | norca. 


1 To Lieut, Gen, F=——ke, or, in his abſence, to the Commander in Chief in 
bis Majeſty's garriſon of Gibraltar, 

| 81 R, | Far. Office, March 21, 1756, 

I Am commanded to acquaint you, that it is his Majeſty's pleaſure that 

| Fot! receive into your gatrifon Lord Robert Bertie's regiment, to do duty 
there; and in caſe you ſhould apprehend that the French intend to make any 
attempt upon his Majeſty's iſland of Minorca, it is his Majeſty's pleaſure, 
that you make a detachment out of the troops in your garriſon equal toa 
battalion, to be commanded by a lieutenarit-colonel and major; ſuch lieute- 
nant. colonel and major to be the eldeſt in your garriſon, to be put on board 
the fleet for the relief of Minorca, as the admiral ſhall think expedient, who 
is to carry them to the ſaid iſland, I am, | 
Your humble ſervant, B, 


To Lieut. Gen, F ke, or, in bis — to tbe — in Chief at 
EP VEL Gibraltar, | 

8 a | | War-Office, March 26, 1756, 

I Am colnmaniled to acquaint you, that it is his Majeſty's pleaſure, in 

ceaſe the iſland of Minorca ſhould be in any likelihood of being attacked, that 

you make a detachment from the troops in your garriſon equal to a battali- 

on, commanded by a lieutenant-colonel and major, for the relief of that 

place, to be put on board the fleet, at the diſpoſition of the admiral ; ſuch 

lieutenant- colonel and major to be the eldeſt in your garriſon, | f 
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norca. Mr. F. 
the orders were confuſed and contradictory, and implied a 
diſcretionary power: that the whole number of his garriſon 
did not exceed two thouſand fix hundred men, after he 
had ſpared two hundred and ſeventy-five to the ſhips com- 
manded by Mr. Edgecumbe : that the ordinary duty of 
the garriſon requiring eight hundred men, the whole num- 


ber was not ſufficient for three reliefs : that, it he had de- 
tached a battalion on board the fleet, he ſhould not have 


had above two reliefs, at a time when he believed the place 
was in danger of being attacked, for good reaſons, which 
he did not think himſelf at liberty to mention : that his 
orders being doubtful, he held a council of war, which 
was of opinion, that as undoubted intelligence was re- 
ceived of the French army's being landed at Minorca, to 
the number of between thirteen and fixteen thouſand men, 
and that a French ſquadron of ſixteen ſhips was ſtationed 
off the harbour, the ſending a detachment equal to a bat- 
talion from Gibraltar would be an ineffectual ſupply for 
the relief of the place, and a weakening of the garriſon 

from 


To Lieut Gen. — or, in bis abſence, to the Commander in Chip in his 
_ | * s garriſon in Gibraltar. 
SIR, | War-Office, April 1, 1756. 
It is his Majeſty s pleaſure, that you receive into your garriſon the women 
and children belonging to Lord Robert Bertie's regiment. 


To Lieut. Gen. — or the Commander in Chief at Gibraltar. 
SIR, War Office, May 12, 1756. 
I Wrote to you by General Ste wart; if that order is not complied with, 
then you are now 10 make a detachment of ſeven hundred men out of your 
own regiment and Guiſe's; and alſo another detachment out of Pulteney's and 


Panmure's regiments, and ſend them on board the fleet for the relief of Ma- 


hon, But if that order has been complicd with, then you are to make only 


one detachment of ſeven hundred men, to be commanded by another lieute. 


nant-colonel and major, and to ſend it to Mahon; and you are alſo to detain 


all ſuch empty veſſels as ſhall come into your eee and keep them in 


readineſs for any further tranſportation of troops. I have alſo his royal high- 


neſs the Duke of Cumberland's commands, to defire that you will keep your 


garriſon as alert ag poſſible, during this critical time, and give ſuch other 
aſſiſtance as may be in your power for the relief of Minorca ;' taking care, 
kowever, not to fatigue or endanger your own garriſon, 


ke alledged in his own defence, that c H A p. 
V. 
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BOOK from which they mult be ſent, He obſerved, that ſuppoſing 


III. 
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* 
„ 


the orders to have been poſitive, and ſeven hundred men 
detached to Minorca, the number remaining at Gib— 


raltar would not have exceeded one thouſand five hundred 


and fifty-fix : a deduction of ſeven hundred more, according 
to the order of May the twelfth; would have left a remain- 
der of eight hundred and fiſty-ſix: that the men daily on 
duty in the garriſon, including artificers and labodbrers in 
the King's works, amounted to eight bundred and thirty- 


nine; ſo that if he had complied with the orders as they 
arrived; he would not have had more than ſeventeen men 
over and above the number neceſſary for the daily work of 
the garriſon : thus, the important fortreſs of Gibraltar muſt, 
at this critical conjuncture, have been left almoſt naked 
and defenceleſs to the attempts of the enemy; and had 
thoſe detachments been actually ſent aboard, it afterwards 
appeared that they could not have been landed on the iſland 
of Minorca: The order tranſmitted to General F=—ke 
to detain all empty veſſels, for a further tranſportation of 


troops, ſcerns to have been ſuperfluous ; for it can hardly 
be ſuppoſed he could have occaſion for them, unleſs to 
embark the whole garriſon, and abandon the place. It 


ſeems likewiſe to have been unneceſſary to exhort the ge- 


neral to keep his garriſon as alert as poſſible, during that 
critical time; inaſmuch as it would have been impoſſible 


for the men to have enjoyed the leaſt repoſe or intermiſſion 


of duty, had the orders been punctually and literally 


obeyed. What other aſſiſtance it might have been in the 


governor” s power to give for the relief of Minorca, or in 


what manner he could avoid fatiguing his garriſon, while 


there was an impoſſibility of relieving the guards, it is not 


eaſy to comprehend. Be that as it may, when the trial 


was finiſhed, and the queſtion put to acquit or ſuſpend for 
one year, the court was equally divided; and in ſuch 
caſes the caſting vote being veſted in the preſident, he 


threw it into the ſcale againſt the priſoner, whom his Ma- 
jeſty thought fit to diſmiſs from his ſervice. 


$ XXL, 
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5 XXXI. The expectation of the publick was now 
eagerly turned towards America, the chief if not 


the ſole ſcene of our military operations. On the twenty- 


fifth day of June, Mr. Abercrombie arrived at Albany, the 
frontier of New-York, and aſſumed the command of the 
forces there aſſembled, conſiſting of two regiments which 
had ſerved under Braddock, two battalions raiſed in Ame- 
rica, two regiments yow tranſported from England, four 


independent companies which had been many years main- 
tained in New-York, the New-Jerſey regiment, four com- 


e levied in North-Carolina, and a body of provincial 


1 rces raiſed by the government of New-England. Thoſe 
to the ſouthward, including Pennſylvania, Maryland, 
and Virgina, had not yet determined on any regular plan 


of operation, and were moreover hard preſſed in defending 
their weſtern frontier from the F rench and Indiatis, who, in 


ſkulking parties, made ſudden irruptions upon their un- 
guarded ſettlements, burning, plundering, and maſſacring 


with the moſt ſavage inhumanity. As for South-Carolina, 


the proportion of negro-ſaves to the number of white in- 
habitants was ſo great in that colony, that the government 
could not, with any regard to the ſafety of the province, 

ſpare any re- enforcement for the general enterpriſe. The 
Plan of this undertaking had been ſettled the preceding year 


in a council of war held at New-York. There it was reſolv- 
ed to attack the fort of Niagara, ſituated between the lakes 
Ontario and Erie, in order to cut off the communication 


between Canada, and Louiſiana, and prevent the French 


from ſupporting their new fortreſſes on the Ohio; to reduce 
Ticonderago and Crown-Poinit, ſo that the frontier of New- 


Vork might be delivered from the danger of an invaſion, 


and Great-Britain become maſter of the lake Champlain, 


over which the forces might be tranſported in any future 
attempt: to beſiege Fort Du Queſne upon the Ohio; and 


to detach a body of troops by the river Kennebec, to alarm 
the capital of Canada. This plan was too extenſive for 


the number of troops which had been prepared : the ſeaſon 


was too far advanced before the regiments arr ived from 


England, 
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opinions, and Mr. Abercrombie poſtponed the execution 


of any important ſcheme till the arrival of Lord Loudoun, 
who was daily expected. The reaſons that delayed the 


re- enforcement, and detained his lordſhip ſo long, we do 
not pretend to explain; though we may be allowed to 


obſerve, that many fair opportunities have been loſt, by the 
neglect and procraſtination of an Engliſh miniſtry. . Cer- 
tain it is, the unaccountable delay of this armament ren- 
dered it uſeleſs for a whole year, afforded time and leiſure 
to the enemy to take their precautions againſt any ſubſe- 


quent attack, and, in the mean time, to proceed unmoleſted 


in diſtrefling the Britiſh ſettlements. Even before this 
period, they had attacked and reduced a ſmall poſt in the 
country of the Five Nations, occupied by twenty five Eng- 


liſhmen, who were cruelly butchered to a man, in the 
midſt of thoſe Indians whom Great-Britain had long 


numbered among her allies. 
XXXII. Soon after this expedition, having. received 
intelligence. that a conſiderable convoy of proviſions and 


ſtores, for the garriſon of Oſwego, would in a little time 
ſet out from Schenectady, and be conveyed in batteaux up 
the river Onondaga, they formed an ambuſcade among 
the woods and thickets on the north fide of that river; but 


underſtanding the convoy had paſſed before they reached 


the place, they reſolved to wait the return of the detach- 
ment. 


Their deſign, however, was fruſtrated by the vigi- 
lance and valour of Colonel Bradſtreet, who expected 
ſuch an attempt, and had taken his meaſures accordingly. 


On the third day of July, while he ſtemmed the ſtream of 


the river, with his batteaux formed into three diviſions, 
they were ſaluted with the Indian war-whoop, and a 
general diſcharge of muſquetry from the north ſhore. 


Bradſtreet immediately ordered his men to land on the 


oppolite bank, and with a few of the foremoſt took poſ- 
ſeſſion of a ſmall iſland, where he was forthwith attacked 
by a party of the enemy, who had forded the river for that 


*purpole ; but theſe were ſoon repulſed. Another body 


having 
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having paſſed a mile higher, he advanced to them at the c H Ab. 
head of two hundred men, and fell upon them, ſword in V. 
5 hand, with ſuch vigour, that many were killed on the ſpot, 
and the reſt driven into the river with ſuch precipitation, 
that a conſiderable number of them were drowned. Having 
received information that a third body of them had paſſed 
at a ford ſtill higher, he marched thither without heſitation, 
and purſued them to the other ſide, where they were en- 
tirely routed and diſperſed. In this action, which laſted 
near three hours, about ſeventy of the batteau-men were 
killed or wounded : but the enemy loſt double the number 
killed, and above ſeventy taken priſoners. In all proba- 
bility the whole detachment of French, amounting to 
ſeven hundred men, would have been cut off, had not a 
heavy rain interpoſed, and diſabled Colonel Bradſtreet 
from following his blow ; for that ſame night he was 
joined by Captain Patten, with his grenadiers, in 
his march from Oneida to Oſwego, and next morning re- 
enforced with two hundred men, detached to his aſſiſt- 
ance from the garriſon of Oſwego, but by this time the 
| rivulets were ſo ſwelled by the rain, that it was found im- 
practible to purſue the enemy through the woods and 
thickets. Patten and his grenadiers accompanied the de- 
tachment to Oſwego, while Bradſtreet purſued his voyage 
to Schenectady, from whence he repaired to Albany, and 
communicated to General Abercrombie the intelligence 
he had received from the priſoners, that a large body of the 
enemy were encamped on the eaſtern fide of the lake On- 
tario, provided with artillery, and all other AR to 
beſiege the fort of Oſwego. 

XXXIII. In conſequence of this iets Major- 
General Webb was ordered to hold himſelf in readineſs to 
march with one regiment to the relief of that garriſon ; 
but, before they could be provided with neceſſaries, the 
Earl of Loudoun arrived at the head-quarters at Albany, on 
the twenty-ninth day of July. The army at this time is 
ſaid to have conſiſted of regular troops to the number of 
two thouſand ſix hundred, about ſeven thouſand provin- 


| cials, ſuppoſed to be in readineſs to march from Fort 
William 
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Bo OK Willam-Henry, under the commantl of General Winſlow, 
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over and above a conſiderable number of batteau men at 
Albany and Schenectady. The garriſon at Oſwego amount- 
ed to fourteen hundred ſoldiers, beſides three hundred 
workmen and ſailors, either in the fort, or poſted in ſmall 
parties between the fort and a place called Burnet's field, 
to ſecure a ſafe paſſage through the country of the Six 
Nations, upon whoſe friendſhip there was no longer any 
reliance. By the beſt accounts received of the enemy's 
force, they had about three thouſand men at Crown-Point 
and Ticonderago upon the lake Champlain : but their 
chief ſtrength was collected upon the banks of the lake 
Ontario, where their purpoſe undoubtedly was to reduce 
the Engliſh. fort at Oſwego. The immediate object, 
hen: of Lord Loudoun's attention was the relief of 
this place; but his deſign was ſtrenuouſly oppoſed by the 
province of New-York, and other northern governments, 
who were much more intent upon the reduction of Crown- 
Point, and the ſecurity.of their own frontiers, which they 
apprehended was connected with this conqueſt, They 
inſiſted upon Winſlow's being joined by ſome regiments 
of regular troops before he ſhould march againſt this for- 
treſs ; and ſtipulated that a body of reſerve ſhould be de- 
_ tained at Albany, for the defence of that frontier, in caſe 
Winſlow ſhould fail in his enterpriſe and be defeated. At 
length they agreed, that the regiment which Mr. Aber- 
crombie had deſtined for that purpoſe ſhould be detached 
to the relief of Oſwego ; and on the twelfth day of Au- 
guſt Major-General Webb began his march with it from 
Albany : but on his arrival at the Carrying-place, between 
the Mohock's river and Wood's- creek, he received the 
diſagreeable news that Oſwego was taken, and the gar- 
riſon made priſoners of war. Mr. Webb, apprehending 
| himſelf in danger of being attacked by the beſieging army, 
began immediately to render the creek impaſſable, even to 
canoes, by felling trees, and throwing them into the 
ſtream ; while the enemy, ignorant of his numbers, and 


apprehenſive of a like viſitation from him, took the very 
ſame 
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fame method of preventing his approach : in conſequence CH A P, 

| of this apprehenſion, he was permitted to retire unmoleſtel. . 

$ XXXIV: The loſs of the two ſmall forts, called On- = 

tario and Oſwego, was a conſiderable national misfortune. 

They were erected on the ſouth fide of the great lake On- 
tario, ſtanding on oppoſite ſides, at the mouth of the 

| Onondago river, that diſcharges itſelf into the lake, and 

conſtituted a poſt of great importance, where veſſels had 

| been built, to cruiſe upon the lake, which 1s a kind of inland 

ſea, and interrupt the commerce as well as the motions 

and defigns of the enemy. The garriſon, as we have 

already obſerved, conſiſted of fourteen hundred men, 

chiefly militia and new-raiſed recruits, under the command 

| of Lieutenant-Colonel Mercer, an officer of courage and 

experience: but the ſituation of the forts was very ill 

| choſen ; the materials moſtly timber, or logs of wood; the 

| defences wretchedly contrived, and unfiniſhed ; and, in a 

| word, the place altogether untenable againſt any regular 

| approach. Such were the forts which the enemy wiſely 

| reſolved to reduce. Being under no apprehenſion for 

Crown-Point, they aſſembled a body of troops, conſiſting 

| ofthirteen hundred regulars, ſeventeen hundred Canadians, 

and a conſiderable number of Indian auxiliaries, under the 

| command of the Marquis de Montcalm, a vigilant and 

| enterpriſing officer, to whom the conduct of the fiege was 

| entruſted by the Marquis de Vaudreuil, governor and 

| jieutenant-general of New. France. The firſt ſtep taken 

| by Montcalm was to block up Oſwego by water with two 

; * e armed veſſels, and poſt a ſtrong body of Canadians 

on 10 road between Albany and the forks, to cut off all 

communication of ſuccour and intelligence. In the mean 

time, he embarked his artillery and ſtores upon the lake, 

and landed them in the bay of Nixouri, the place of 

general rendezvous. At another creek, within half a 

league of Oſwego, he erected a battery for the protection 

of his veſſels, and on the twelfth day of as oh at mid- 

© night, after his diſpoſitions had been made, he opened the 

3 trenches before Fort-Ontario. 'The garriſon having fired 

1 away 
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away all their ſhells and ammunition, ſpiked up the can- 
non, and deſerting the fort, retired next day acroſs the 


river into Oſwego, which was even more expoſed than the 


other, eſpecially when the enemy had taken poſſeſſion of 


Ontario, from whence they immediately began to fire 


without intermiſſion. Colonel Mercer being, on the thir- 
tzenth, killed by a cannon-ball, the fort deſtitute ot all 


cover, the officers divided in opinion, and the garriſon in 


confuſion, they next day demanded a capitulation, and 


ſurrendered priſoners of war, on condition that they ſhould 


be exempted from plunder, conducted to Montreal, and 
treated with humanity. Theſe conditions, however, the 
Marquis did not punctually obſerve. The Britiſh officers 
and ſoldiers were inſulted by the ſavage Indians, who rob- 


bed them of their clothes and baggage, maſſacred ſeveral 


men as they ſtood defenceleſs on the parade, aſſaſſinated 


Lieutenant De la Court as he lay wounded in his tents 


under the protection of a French officer, and barbarouſly 


ſcalped all the ſick people in the hoſpital : finally, Mont- 


calm, in direct violation of the articles, as well as in con- 
tempt of common humanity, delivered up above twenty 


men of the garriſon to the Indians, in lieu of the ſame 
number they had loſt during the ſiege: and, in all pro- 


bability, theſe miſerable captives were put to death by thoſe 


barbarians with the moſt excruciating tortures, according 


to the execrable cuſtom of the country. Thoſe who 


countenance the perpetration of cruelties, at which human 


nature ſhudders with horrour, ought to be branded as infa- 
mous to all poſterity. Such, however, were the trophies 
that, in the courſe of the American war, diſtinguiſhed the 


operations of a people who pique themſelves upon polite- 


neſs, and the virtues of humanity. The priſoners taken 


at Olwego, after having been thus barbarouſly treated, were 
conveyed in batteaux to Montreal, where they had no 


reaſon to complain of their reception; and, before the 


end of the year, they were exchanged. The ' vifors im- 
mediately demoliſhed the two forts (if they deſerved that 


denomination) in which they found one hundred and 


twenty 
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twenty-one pieces of artillery, fourteen mortars, with a 
great quantity of ammunition,  warlike ſtores, and pro- 


vifion, beſides two ſloops, and two hundred batteaux, which 


likewiſe fell into their hands. Such an important maga- 


zine, depoſited in a place altogether indefenſible, and 


without the reach of immediate ſuccour, was a flagrant 


proof of egregious folly, temerity, and miſconduct. | 
CXXXYV. The Earl of Loudoun, finding the ſeaſon 


too far advanced to admit of any enterpriſe againſt the 
enemy, exerted all his endeavours in making preparations 


for an early campaign in the ſpring, in ſecuring the fron- 


tiers of the Engliſh colonies, in forming an uniform plan 
of ation, and promoting a ſpirit of harmony among the 
different governments, which had been long divided by 
jarring intereſts, and other ſources of diſſention. Mean 
while, the forts Edward and William-Henry were put in a 
proper poſture of defence, and ſecured with numerous 
garriſons ; and the forces put into winter-quarters at Al- 
bany, where comfortable barracks were built for that pur- 


poſe. Fort-Granville, on the confines of Pennſylvania, an 


inconſiderable blockhouſe, was ſurpriſed by a party of 


French and Indians, who made the garriſon priſoners, con- 


fiſting of two - and-· twenty ſoldiers, with a few women and 


children. Theſe they loaded with flour and proviſion, 
and drove into captivity ; but the fort they reduced to 


aſhes. Many ſhocking murthers were perpetrated upon : 


defenceleſs people, without diſtinction of age or ſex, in 


different parts of the frontiers : but theſe outrages were 


in ſome meaſure balanced by the advantages reſulting 
from a treaty of peace, which the governor of Pennſylva- 
nia concluded with the Delaware Indians, a powerful 
tribe that dwell upon the river Saſquehanna, forming, as 


it were, a line along the ſouthern ſkirts of the province. 


At the ſame time the governor of Virginia ſecured the friend- 
ſhip and alliance of the Cherokees and Catawbas, two pow- 


erful nations adjoining to that colony, who were able to bring 
three thouſand fighting men into the field. All theſe 


circumſtances conſidered, Great Britain had reaſon to 
expect 
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BOOK expect that the enſuing campaign would be vigorouſly 
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proſecuted in America, eſpecially as a freſh re-enforcement 
of troops, with a great ſupply of warlike ſtores was ſent 


to that country in fourteen tranſports, under convoy of 


two ſhips of war, which failed from Cork, in Ireland, 
about the beginning of Noyember. 
$I XXXVI. No action of great impartance diſtinguiſhed 


| the naval tranſaQions of this year on the fide of America, 


In the heginning of June, Captain Spry, who commanded 
a ſmall ſquadron, cruiſing off Louiſhourg, in the iſland of 
Cape-Breton, took the Arc en Ciel, a French ſhip of 
fifty-guns, having on board near fix hundred men, with 
a large quantity of ſtores and proviſions for the garriſon. 
He likewiſe made prize of another French ſhip, with ſeven- 


ty ſoldiers, two hundred barrels of powder, two large bras 
mortars, and other ſtores of the like deſtination. On the 
_ twenty-ſeventh day of July Commodore Holmes, being in 


the ſame latitude, with two large ſhips and a couple of 


ſloops, engaged two French ſhips. of the line and four fri- 
gates, and obliged them to ſheer off, after an obſtinate dil- 
pute. A great number of privateers were equipped in this 
country, as well as in the Weſt- India iſlands belonging to 


the crown of Great-Britain; and as thoſe ſeas ſwarmed 


with French veſſelz, their cruiſes e very advantage - 


ous to the adventurers. 


 $ XXXVI. Scenes of higher import were this year acted 


by the Britiſh arms in the Eaſt-Indies. The ceſſation ot 
hoſtilities between the Engliſh and French companies on 


the peninſula of Indus, though it encouraged Mr. Clive to 
viſit his native country, was not of long duration; for in 


a few months hoth ſides recommenced their operations, no 
longer as auxiliaries to the princes of the country, but as 
principals and rivals, both in arms and commerce. Major 


Laurence, who now enjoyed the chief command of the 
Engliſh forces, obtained divers advantages over the enemy 
and proſecuted his ſucceſs with ſuch vigour, as, in all 


probability, would in a little time have terminated the 


war according to his own wiſh, when the progreſs of his 
arms 
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fly arms was interrupted and ſuſpended by an unfortunate 
nt MW event. at Calcutta, the cauſe of which is not eaſily ex- 
-nt WW plained : for extraordinary pains have been taken to throw 
of WM a veil over ſome tranſactions, from whence this calamity 
d, vas immediately or remotely derived. 

| $ XXXVIII. The old Suba or viceroy of Bengal, 
| Bahar, and Orixa, dying in the month of April, in the 
year one thouſand ſeven hundred and fifty-ſix, was ſuc- 


Jed ceeded by his adopted ſon, Sur Raja al Dowlat, a young 
| of man of violent paſſions, without principle, fortitude, or 
of good faith, who began his adminiſtration with acts of per- 
ith fidy and violence. In all probability, his deſign againſt 
on. the Engliſh ſettlements was ſuggeſted by his rapacious diſ- 
en- poſition, on a belief that they abounded with treaſure ; as 
ras the pretences which he uſed for commencing hoſtilities 
the MW were altogether inconſiſtent, falſe, and frivolous. - In the 
in T month of May, he cauſed the Engliſh factory at Caſſim- 
> of WW buzar to be inveſted, and inviting Mr. Watts, the chief 
fri- of the factory, to a conference, under the ſanction of a 
diſ- ſafe conduct, detained him as priſoner ; then, by means of 
this fraud and force intermingled, made himſelf maſter of the 
to fact ory. This exploit being atchieved, he made no ſecret of 
ned bis defign to deprive the Engliſh of all their ſettlements. 
ge- With this view he marched to Calcutta, at the head of a 
numerous army, and inveſted the place, which was then in 

Ted no poſture of defence. 

1 of $XXXIX. The governor, intimidated by the number 
5 ON and power of the enemy, abandoned the fort, and with 
eto Wl ſome principal perſons reſiding in the ſettlement, took 
rin refyge on board a ſhip in the river, carrying along with 
no them their moſt valuable effects, and the books of the com- 

t as pany. Thus the defence of the place devolved to Mr. 

ajor Holwell, the ſecond in command, who with the affiftance 
the of a few gallant officers, and a very feeble garriſon, main- 

ny; teined it with uncommon courage and reſolution againſt 
all ſeveral attacks, until he was overpowered by numbers, and | 
the enemy had forced their way into the caſtle. Then he 
is 


| was obliged to ſubmit 3 and the Suba, or viceroy, promiſed 
rms : | on 
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3 O OE on the word of a ſoldier, that no injury ſhould be done to 


III. 
1756. 


him or his garriſon. Nevertheleſs, they were all driven, 


to the number of one hundred and forty ſix perſons of both 


ſexes, into a place called the Black- Hole priſon, a cube of 


about eighteen feet, walled up to the eaſtward and ſouth- 


ward, the only quarters from which they could expect the 
leaſt refreſhing air, and open to the weſtward by two win- 


dows ſtrongly barred with iron, through which there was 
no perceptible circulation. The humane reader will 
| conceive with horrour the miſerable ſituation to which they 


muſt have been reduced, when thus ſtewed up in a cloſe 


ſultry night under ſuch a climate as that of Bengal, eſpe- 
cially when he refleQs that many of them were wounded, 
and all of them fatigued with hard duty. Tranſported 
with rage to find themſelves thus barbarouſſy cooped up 
in a place where they muſt be expoſed to ſuffocation, 
thoſe hapleſs victims endeavoured to force open the door, 


that they might ruſh upcn the ſwords of the barbarians by 


whom they were ſurrounded : but all their efforts were 
ineffectual; the door was made to open inwards, and being 


once ſhut upon them, the crowd preſſed upon it ſo ſtrongly 
as to render all their endeavours abortive : then they were 
overwhelmed with diſtraction and deſpair. Mr. Holwell, 


who had placed himſelf at one of the windows, accoſted a 


Jemmautdaar, or ſerjeant of the Indian guard, and having 


endeavoured te: exeite his compaſſion, by drawing a pa- 


thetick picture of their ſufferings, promiſed to gratify him 


with a thouſand rupees in the morning, if he could find 
means to remove one half of them into a ſeparate apart- 
ment. The ſoldier, allured by the promiſe of ſuch a re- 


ward, aſſured him he would do his endeavour for their 
relief, and retired for that purpoſe, but in a few minutes 
returned, and told him that the Suba, by whoſe order alone 
ſuch a ſtep could be taken, was aſleep, and no perſon 


durſt diſturb his repoſe. By this time a profuſe ſweat had 
broke out on every individual, and this was attended with 


an inſatiable thirſt, which became the more intolerable as 


che body was draincd of its moiſture. In vain thoſe 
miſerable 


fCELDORRDOE:: ; 1 


from every.mouth. Even the Jemmautdaar was moved to 


compaſſion. at their diſtreſs. He ordered his ſoldiers to 


bring ſome ſkins of water, which ſerved only to enrage the 


appetite, and increaſe the general agitation. | There was 
no other way of conveying it through the windows but 
by hats, and this was rendered ineffeQual by the eagerneſs 
and tranſports of the wretched priſoners, who at ſight of 


it ſtruggled and raved even into fits of delirium. In con- 
ſequence of theſe, conteſts, very little reached thoſe who 
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miſerable objects tripped themſelves: of their clothes, © H A p. 
ſquatted down on their hams, and fanned the air with their V. 
hats, to produce a refreſhing undulation. Many were una- 

ble to to riſe again from this poſture, but falling down were 
trod to death, or ſuffocated. The dreadful ſymptom of 


thirſt was now accompanied with a difficulty of reſpiration, 
and every individual gaſped for breath. Their deſpair 


became outrageous: again they attempted to force the 
door, and provoke the guard to fire upon them by execra- 
tion and abuſe. The cry of © Water! Water!” iſſued 


— 
1756. 


ſtood neareſt the windows, while the reſt, at the farther end 


of the priſon, were totally excluded from all relief, and 


continued calling upon their friends for aſſiſtance, and con- 


juring them by all the tender ties of pity and affection. 


To thoſe who were indulged, it proved pernicious; for, 
inſtead of allaying their thirſt, it enraged their impatience 


for more. The. confuſion became general and horrid ; 


all was clamour and conteſt ; thoſe who were at a diſtance 


endeavoured to force their paſſage to the window, and the 
weak were preſſed down to the ground, never to riſe again. 
The inhuman ruffians without derived entertainment 


from their miſery : they ſupplied the priſoners with more 


water, and held up lights cloſe to the bars, that they might 
enjoy the inhuman pleaſure of ſeeing them fight for the 


baneful indulgence. Mr. Holwell, ſeeing all his particu- 


lar friends lying dead around him, and trampled upon by 


the living, finding himſelf wedged up ſo cloſe as to be de- 


prived of all motion, begged, as the laft inſtance of their 

regard, that they would remove the preſſure, and allow 

him to retire from the window, that he might die in 
. K k i quiet. 


0 


BOOK quiet. Even in thoſe dreadful circumſtances, which might 


— 


much, becauſe, by this time, about one third of the num- 


ſoul to heaven. Here his thirſt grew inſupportable; his 


He now breathed more freely, and the palpitation ceaſed: 
but finding himſelf ſtift more thirſty after drinking, he 


to time, by fucking the perſpiration from his ſhirt ſleeves*, 
The miſerable priſoners, perceiving that water rather ag- 
gravated than relieved their diſtreſs, grew clamorous for 
air, and repeated their inſults to the guard, loading the 


From raifing, they had recourſe to prayer, beſeeching 


| Hartſhorn ; ſo that all who could not approach the win- 
_ dows were ſuffocated. Mr. Hofwell being weary of life, 


2 | heutenant, lay dead in each others' s embrace. In this 


and refreſhing, 
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be ſuppoſed to have levelled all diſtinction, the poor de- 
- lirious wretches manifeſted a reſpect for his rank and cha- 
racter: they forthwith gave way, and he forced his paſſage 
into the centre of the place, which was not crowded fo 


ber had periſhed, and lay in little compaſs on the floor, 
while the reſt ſtill crowded to both windows. He retired 
to a platform at the farther end of the room, and lying 
down upon ſome of his dead friends, recommended his 


difficulty in breathing increaſed, and he was ſeiſed with a 
flrong palpitation. Theſe violent ſymptoms, which he 
could not bear, urged him to make another effort: he 
forced his way back to the window, and cried aloud, 
r Water! for God's ſake l' He had been ſuppoſcd already 
dead by his wretched companions, but finding him ſtill alive, 
they exhibitedanother extraordinary proct of tenderneſsand 
regard to his perſon : give him water,” they cried ; nor 
would one of them attempt to touch it until he had drank, 


abſtained from water, and moiſtened his mouth from time 


Suba and his governor with the moſt virulent reproach. 


heaven to put an end to their miſery. They now began 
to drop on all hands ; but then a ſteam aroſe from the 


living, and the dead, as pungent and volatile as ſpirit of 


retired once more to the platform, and ſtretched himſelf by 
the Rev. Mr. Jervas Bellamy, who, together with his ſon, 


ſituation 


In his deſpair of obtaining warer, this unhappy gentleman had at- 
rompted to drink his own urine ; but found it intolerably biiter; wherc 
as the-moiſture that flowed from the. pores of his body was ſoft, pleaſant 


— — — ——᷑ ͤE— —— AD . — 


pearance dead till day broke, when his body was diſcovered, 
and removed by his ſurviving friends to one of the win- 
dows, where the freſh air revived him, and he was reſtored 
to his ſight and ſenſes. The Suba, at laſt, being informed 
that the greater part of the priſoners were ſuffocated, en- 
quired if the chief was alive; and being anſwered in the 
affirmative, ſent an order for their immediate releaſe, when 
no more than twenty-three ſurvived of an eee and 
fort y-fix who had entered alive. 


8 "XL. Nor was the late deliverance, even of theſe hows 


owing to any ſentiment of compaſſion in the viceroy. He 
had received information, that there was a conſiderable trea- 


ſure ſecreted in the fort, and that Mr. Holwell knew the 


place where it was depoſited. That gentleman, who, 
with his ſurviving companions, had been ſeiſed with a 


putrid fever immediately upon their releaſe, was dragged 


in that condition before the inhuman Suba, who queſtioned 
him about the treaſure, which exiſted no where but in his 


own imagination; and would give no credit to his pro- 


teſtations, when he ſolemnly declared he knew of no fuck 
depoſit. Mr. Holwell and three of his friends were loaded 
with fetters, and conveyed three miles to the Indian camp, 
where they lay all night, expoſed to a ſevere rain: next 
morning they were brought back to town, ſtill manacled, 
under the ſcorching beams of a ſun intenſely hot; and 


muſt infallibly have expired, had not nature expelled the 


fever in large painful boils, that covered almoſt the whole 


body. In this piteous condition they were embarked in an 
open boat for Muxadabad, the capital of Bengal, and im- 


.derwent ſuch cruel treatment and miſery in their paſſage, 
as would ſhock the humane reader, ſhould: he peruſe the 
particulars. At Muxadabad they were led through the 


city in chains, as a ſpeQacle to the inhabitants, lodged in 
an open ſtable, and treated for ſome days as the worſt of 


criminals, At length the Suba's grandmother interpoſed 


Her mediation in their behalf; and as that prince was by 


this time convinced that there was no treaſure concealed 
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gtuation he was ſoon deprived of ſenſe, and lay to all ap- H AP 
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' Book at Calcutta; he ordered them to be ſet at liberty. When 


ſome of his ſycophants oppoſed this indulgence, repre- 
ſenting that Mr. Holwell had ſtill enough left to pay a 


conſiderable ranſom, he replied with ſome marks of com- 
punction and generoſity, © If he has any thing left, let 


< him keep it; his ſufferings have been great: he ſhall 
4 have his liberty.” Mr. Holwell and his friends were 


no ſooner unfettered, than they took water for the Dutch 
Tankſall or mint, in the neighbourhood of the city, 


where they were received with great tenderneſs and hu- 


manity. The reader, we hope, will excuſe us for having 


thus particulariſed a tranſaction fo intereſting and extra- 


ordinary in all its circumſtances. The Suba having de- 


ſtroyed Calcutta, and diſperſed the inhabitants, extorted 


large ſums from the French and Dutch factories, that he 
might diſplay a ſpirit of impartiality againſt all the Euro- 


peans, even in his oppreſſion, and returned to his city of 


Muxadabad in triumph. By the reduction of Calcutta, 
the Engliſh Eaſt-India company's affairs were ſo much 


embroiled in that part of the world, that perhaps nothing 
could have retrieved them but the interpoſition of a nation- 


al force, and the good fortune of a Clive, whoſe enter- 


5 were always crowned with ſucceſs. 


XLI. As the Engliſh Eaſt-India — had, PID a 


whole century, been at a conſiderable expenſe in maintain- 
ing a marine force at Bombay, to protect their ſhips from 
the piracies of the Angrias, who had rendered themſelves 
independent princes, and forti fied Geriah in that neigh- 


bourhood; many unſucceſsful attempts had been made to 
deſtroy their naval power, and reduce the fortreſs, under 


which they always took ſhelter. In the year one thouſand 
ſeven hundred and fifty- four, the fleet of Tullagee Angria, 
the reigning prince, attacked three Dutch ſhips of force, 
which they either took or deſtroyed. Elated with this 
ſucceſs, he boaſted that he ſhould in a little time ſweep 


the ſeas of the Europeans, and began to build ſome large 


ſhips, to re-enforce his grabs and gallivats, which were 


the veſſels on which he had formerly depended. Next year 


his 
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his neighbours, the Mahrattas, having Genified to the CHAP, 


preſidency at Bombay, that they were diſpoſed to join in 


the neceſſary ſervice of humbling this common enemy, ſo 
formidable to the whole Malabar coaſt, Commodore James 


was detached with ſome ſhips of force to attack Angria, 

in conjunction with thoſe allies. They accordingly joined 
Him with ſeven grabs and ſixty gallivats, They proceeded 
to the harbour of Severndroog, where Angria's fleet lay 
at anchor: but they no ſooner received intelligence of his 
approach, than they ſlipped their cables, and ſtood out to 
ſea. He chaſed them with all the canvaſs he could carry; 
but their veſſels being lighter than his, they eſcaped; and 
be returned to Severndroog, which is a fortreſs ſituated on 


an iſland within muſket ſhot of the main land, ſtrongly, 
but irregularly fortified, and mounted with fifty four 


pieces of cannon. There were three other ſmall forts on 


the continent, the largeſt of which was called Goa. On 


1756. 


the ſecond day of April, the Commodore began to batter 


and bombard the iſland, fort, and Fort Goa, at the ſame 


time. That of Severndroog was ſet on fire; one of the 


= magazines blew up: a general conflagration enſued : the 


garriſon were overwhelmed with fire and confuſion ; the 


Engliſh ſeamen landed under cover of the fire from the 


ſhips, and took the place by ſtorm with very little loſs. 
The other forts were immediately ſurrendered, and all of 


| _ theſe by treaty delivered to the Mahrattas. On the eighth 
of April, the Commodore anchored off Bancote, now 


called Fort Victoria, one of the moſt northern parts of 


Angria's dominions, which ſurrendered without oppoſition, 


and ſtill remains in the hands of the Engliſh Eaſt-India 


company, by the conſent of the Mahrattas. The harbour 


is good, and here is a great trade for ſalt and other com- 
modities ſent hither from Bombay. 


XLII. It was in November following, that the 5 


dron under Admiral Watſon arrived at Bombay, where 
it was reſolved to give Angria the finiſhing ſtroke, till in 


conjunction with the Mahrattas. Mean while Commodore 


: James was ſent to reconnoitre Geriah, the capital of his 


dominion "ih 
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BOOK dominions, and to found the depth of the harbour ; 1 
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harbour for that purpoſe : 


to return the ſalutation. 
five in the afternoon, a ſhell being thrown into one of 


ſervice which he ſucceſsfully performed. 'The admiral 
being joined by a diviſion of ſhips, fitted out at the com- 
pany's expenſe, having on board a body of troops com- 
manded by Golonel Clive, failed on the ſeventh day of 
February, and found in the neighbourhood of Geriah the 
Mahratta fleet, confiſting of four grabs, and forty ſmaller 
veſſels, called gallivats, lying to the northward of the 
place, in a creek called Rajipore; and a land- army of 
horſe and foot, amounting to ſeven or eight thouſand men, 
the whole commanded by Rhamagee Punt, who had already 
taken one ſmall fort, and was actually treating about the 
ſurrender of Geriah. Angria himſelf had quitted the 
place ; but his wife and family remained under the pro- 
tection of his brother-in-law; who, being ſummoned to 


furrender by a meſſage from the admiral, replied, that he 


would defend the place to the laſt extremity. In conſe- 
quence of this refuſal the whole Engliſh fleet, in two di- 


_ viſions, failed on the twelfth-day of February into the 


harbour, and ſuſtained a warm fire from the enemy's batte- 
ries as they paſſed, as well as from the grabs poſted in the 
this, however, was ſoon 
ſilenced after the ſhips were brought to their ſtations, ſo as 
Between the hours of four and 


Angria's armed veſſels, ſet her on fire; and the flames 
communicating to the reſt, they were all deſtroyed : be- 
tween fix and ſeven the fort was fet on fire by another 
ſhell ; and ſoon after the firing ceaſed on both fides. The 
admiral, ſuſpecting that the governor of the place would 


ſurrender it to the Mahrattas rather than to the Engliſh, 


diſembarked all the troops under Mr. Clive, that he might 


| be at hand, in caſe of emergency, to take poſſeſſion. In the 


mean time, the fort was bombarded ; the line of battle 
ſhips were warped near enough to batter in breach ; and 


then the admiral ſent an officer, with a flag of truce to the 


governor, requiring him to ſurrender. His propoſal being 
again rejected, the Engliſh ſhips renewed their fire next 


day 


oz 
day with redoubled vigour. About one o clock the maga- G H a P. 
zine of the fort blew up, and at four the garriſon hung 
out a white flag for capitulation. The parley that enſued 50 


proving ineffectual, the engagement began again, and 


continued till fifteen minutes aſter five: when the white 


flag was again diſplayed, and now the governor ſubmitted 
to the terms which were impoſed. Angria's flag was im- 
mediately hauled down; and two Engliſh captains taking 


poſſeſſion of the fort with a detachment, forthwith hoiſted 
the Britiſh enſign. To theſe captains, whoſe names 
were Buchannan and Forbes, the Mahrattas offered a bribe 
of fifty thouſand rupees, if they would allow them to paſs 
their guard, that they might take poſſeſſion of the fort for 
themſelves ; but this offer was rejected with diſdain, and 


immediately diſcloſed to Colonel Clive, who took effeQtuat 


meaſures to fruſtrate their deſign. In this place, which 


was reduced with very ĩinconſiderable loſs, the conquerors | 


found above two hundred cannon, ſix braſs mortars, a 
large quantity of ammunition, with money and effects 
to the value of one hundred and thirty thoufand pounds. 


F The fleet which was deſtroyed conſiſted of eight grabs, one 


ſhip finiſhed, two upon the ſtocks, and a good number 
of gallivats. Among 
Angria's wife, children, and mother, towards whom he 
demeaned himſelf with great humanity. Three hundred 
European ſoldiers, and as many ſepoys, were left to guard 
the fort; and four of the company's armed veſſels remained 
in the harbour ſor the defence of the place, which was ex- 
tremely well fituated for commerce®. | 


* When the admiral entered their apartment, the whole family ſhedding 
oods of tears fell with their faces to the ground; from which being rait- 


b ed, the mother of Angria told him, in a piteous tone, the people had no 
king, ſhe no ſon, her daughter no huſband, their children no father. The 
; admiral replying, © they muſt look upon him as their father and their 


friend; the youngeſt boy, about ſix years of age, ſeiſed him by the hand, 
and ſobbing exclaimed, “ then you ſhall ke my father.“ | 
was ſo affected with this pathetick addreſs, that the tears trickled down 


his Cheeks, While he aſſured them they might depend upon his protection 


and friendſni p. | 


the priſoners, the admiral found 


XLII. 
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I XLII. The admiral and Mir. Clive failed back to 
Madraſs in triumph, and there another plan was formed 8 
for reſtoring the company's affairs upon the Ganges, re- 1 

covering Calcutta, and taking vengeance on the cruel 1 
viceroy of Bengal. In October they ſet fail again for the 
bottom of the bay; and about the beginning of December 
arrived at Balaſore, in the kingdom of Bengal. Having 
croſſed the Braces, they proceeded up the river Ganges as 
far as Falta, where they found Governor Drake, and the 
other perſons who had eſeaped on board of the ſhips when 
Calcutta was inveſted; Colonel Clive was Gfembarked 
with his forces, to attack the fort of Buſbudgia by land, 


while the admiral battered it by ſea : but the place being 
ill provided with cannon, did not hold out above an hour 


after the firing began. This conqueſt being atchieved at a 


very eaſy purchaſe, two of the great ſhips anchored be- 


| tween Tanna fort and a battery on the other fide of the 
river, which were abandoned before one ſhot was diſ- 

charged againſt either; thus the paſſage was laid open to 

Calcutta, the reduction of which we ſhall record among 
the tranſaQions of the enſuing year 
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arrived at Balaſore, in the kingdom of Bengal. 
croſſed the Braces, they proceeded up the river Ganges as 
where they found Governor Drake, and the 
other perſons who had eſcaped on board of the ſhips when | 
Calcutta was inveſted. Colonel Clive was diſembarked 

with his forces, to attack the fort of Buſbudgia by land, 
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5 XLIIL. The admiral and Mr. Clive failed back to 


 Madraſs i in triumph, and there another plan was formed 
for reſtoring the company's affairs upon the Ganges, re- 
covering Calcutta, and taking vengeance on the cruel | © 


In October they ſet ſail again for the j 5 


viceroy of Bengal. 
bottom of the bay; and about the beginning of December 


far as Falta, 


while the admiral battered it by ſea : but the place being 
ill provided with cannon, did not hold out above an hour 


after the firing began. This conqueſt being atchieved at a 


very eaſy purchaſe, two of the great ſhips anchored be- 


tween Tanna fort and a battery on the other fide of the 


river, which were abandoned before one ſhot was diſ- 


charged againſt either ; thus the paſſage was laid open to 
Calcutta, the reduction of which we ſhall record among 
the tranſactions of the enſuing year 
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